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GoING BEYOND APPRENTICESHIP

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

The more you are engaged in devotional service,
the more your senses become pure, or uncovered.
And when it is completely uncovered, without any
designation, then you are capable to serve Krishna. This
is apprenticeship. Vaidhi-bhakti — that is apprenticeship.
Real bhakti, para-bhakti, is raganuga-bhakti. This raganuga-
bhakti comes after surpassing vaidhi-bhakti.

In the material world, if we do not try to make further
and further progress in devotional service, if we are
simply sticking to the astric regulation process and donot
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try to go beyond that ... Sastric process is also regulation.
That is required. Without $dstric process you cannot go to
that platform. But if we stick to the sastric process only
and do not try to improve ourself .... The $astric process
is kanistha-adhikara, lowest stage of devotional service.

arcdayam eva haraye yah pujarn sraddhayehate
na tad-bhaktesu canyesu sa bhaktah prakrtah smrtah
[Bhag. 11.2.47]

Generally, people come to this temple, they are
very devoted to the deity. They offer their respects,
flowers and other things, make the regulative
process, circumambulate. This is nice beginning.
But one has to go above this. One has to know who
is actually a bhakta ... na tad-bhaktesu canyesu. One has
to do good for others. That is madhyama-adhikara.

If I become satisfied merely with these regulative
principle for worshiping the deity in the temple and
following the regulative principles daily, but Thave no other
idea, then sa bhaktah prakrtah smrtah. Prakrta means on the
material platform. Such a devotee can fall down at any
moment because he is on the prakrta stage. Prakrta means
this gunamayi [modes of nature], prakrti. 1t is very strong,
Any devotee can fall down if he remains prakrta-bhakta. So
he has to raise himself above this as a madhyama-adhikari.

... We are not actually enjoying. We are only enjoying
the interaction of the three modes of material nature.
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My Guru Maharaja used to say that it is like licking the
outside of a bottle of honey. That is not real honey.
You have to open the bottle and lick the real honey,
then you'll get a taste. That is advancement of spiritual
knowledge.

... Therefore, if we do not associate with advanced
devotees, uttama-adhikari, if we simply want to remain
in the lowest stage of devotional service, then we are not
making progress. Then we shall simply enjoy the material
field without entering into the spiritual platform. "

— From a lecture in Vrindavan, 12 November 1972.

Not AN OBJECT OF OUR VISION

Sri Srimad Bhakti Pramode Puri Maharaja

Once Srila Prabhupada [Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati
Thakur] was viewing the deities of Sri Sri Guru
Gauranga Gandharvika Giridhari at the Sri Chaitanya
Math, standing on the front porch of the temple.
The door of that temple is not very wide and Srila
Prabhupada did not have his glasses on.

Standing next to him was one of his dear disciples.
The disciple thought perhaps Prabhupada could not
view the deities very well through the narrow doorway.
He said, “Prabhupada, this doorway is not very wide.
So it is not possible to view the deities very well from
inside.” Hearing this, Prabhupada smiled, and he said
for the benefit of all of us, “We should not think of the
Supreme Lord as an object of our vision. Instead, we
should meditate on the thought of how we can acquire
some qualifications so we can become worthy objects of
his vision. We should think about whether he wants to see

us, and whether he will want to reveal himself to us.” #

— Prabhupada Sarasvati Thakura - The Life and Precepts. Chapter
“A Few Glimpses of the Lotus Feet of Srila Prabhupada”.
Remembrance by Srila Bhakti Pramode Puri Maharaja. Mandala
Publishing Group. Eugene, Oregon, USA. 1997.

CHANT FOR THE PLEASURE OF GURU

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja

Devotee: You have said that in Kali-yuga there is
no such thing as achieving perfection via sadhana. So
what is the purpose of sadhana?

Gour Govinda Swami: We have to do some sadhana
because the guru has told us to do it. We must obey,
but we are not dependent on it. We are completely
dependent on mercy. What sadhana can we do in kali-
yuga? We have been doing sadhana for so many years and
what have we attained? So many nasty things are still
there. But the guru has told us to do it, so we are doing it.

HFDITHATA foeg

Devotee: So is there any benefit from chanting
extra rounds on Ekadasi?

Gour Govinda Swami: Yes. If the guru tells you,
you have to do it. Unless you execute and obey his
order, how can you get the guru’s mercy? And that
mercy is very powerful.

Devotee: In our heart we have to cry for the mercy.
We have no qualifications.

Gour Govinda Swami: What qualification do
we have? We have nothing, being so fallen, most
degraded, no good qualities, only bad things and
nonsense. Disqualification is our qualification. So
what sddhana can we do? Although we are doing it,
because the guru has told us, we are not dependent

on it. We are only dependent on mercy. #"
— Lecture in Bhubaneswar. 30 March 1994.

GAURAKISHORE DAs BaBaj1
AND THE RATHA-YATRA

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada

Srila Gaurakishore Das Babaji Maharaja left this world
on the auspicious day of Utthana Ekadasi on the 17% of
November 1915. From 1916 to 1917, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Saraswati Thakur wrote a series of articles about his spiritual
master titled “Amara Prabhura Katha”, that he published in
the Bengali Sri Sajjana-tosani magazine. The following is a
translation of a story he told therein about Srila Gaurakishore.

Several books were always kept near Srila
Gaurakishore Das Babaji Maharaja in his ashram, such
as the Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Sri Caitanya-bhagavata and
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Nama-tattva

HALIMARK OF THE ToPmMoST DEVOTEES

Skanda Purana

maha-bhagavata nityam kalau sarikirtya kesavam

In Kali-yuga, the maha-bhagavatas [most elevated
devotees] are engaged constantly in proclaiming

the glories of the Lord.
— Quoted in Hari-bhakti-vilasa 11.459.
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Ratha-yatra in Jagannath Puri Dham

Srimad Bhagavatam. Many times, persons would come
and ask questions to him from these books, which
Srila Gaurakishore would very expertly answer with
the conclusions of devotional service. Babaji Maharaja
liked to hear the pastimes of Prahlad Maharaja again
and again. He would also repeat those pastimes
many times. Sometimes Srila Gaurakishore would
read Srila Narottam Das Thakur’s books Prarthana
and Prema-bhakti-candrika and then he would explain
their meanings. Persons would come and read these
different books to him, but it was only Gaurakishore
Das Babaji who could properly explain their meanings.

On the day before a large local Ratha-yatra festival,
Srila Gaurakishore Babaji called the residents of a nearby
ashrama and asked, “Will all of you go tomorrow and
attend the Ratha-yatra? There will be a large festival
with a big chariot at the Paramatalla in Nabadwip. After
the festival everyone will go to the house of a famous
landowner who is sponsoring a big feast. There will be
many sweets such as rasqgullds, and flat rice with yoghurt.”

In this way, Srila Gaurakishore repeatedly told
different persons about the Ratha-yatra festival
which would happen the following day. All of those
devotees thought that Srila Babaji Maharaja was
giving them permission to attend the function.

On the day of the Ratha-yatra, everyone assembled to
go to the festival. Because they had all gone, there was
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no one to read from any of the books in his ashram that
day. Srila Gaurakishore sat alone in his hut and began
to laugh very sweetly. After some time, he came outside
and said, “Today I have found life again! Everyone has
gone. Those who are offenders to the holy name have
left the association of devotees and the chanting of Hare
Krishna and have gone to see the Ratha-yatra festival
where there are many beautiful young women and other
sense objects. Many persons act the roles as vaisnavas
when in the association of pure devotees, but in actuality
they flow down in the current of other desires.”

Srila Babaji Maharaja then began to loudly chant
the glories of the holy name of the Lord. The persons
who went to the Ratha-yatra festival later came to see
Babaji Maharaja. Srila Babaji Maharaja gravely sat
there and said nothing to anyone.

* * *

One should not misunderstand the mood of Srila
Gaurakishore Das Babaji, and his disciple Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta who presented this story. There is
certainly nothing wrong with observing the festival of
Ratha-yatra. It is an important festival for the pleasure
of the Lord. Our acaryas have recommended the
observance of Ratha-yatra as being beneficial for bhakti.
It was observed regularly by Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
and enthusiastically inaugurated world-wide by His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

&
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The fault that Srila Gaurakishore saw in the
devotees described in the story was in their attitude
towards the practice of bhakti. They were more
interested in their own enjoyment, albeit spiritual,
than they were in associating with the exalted
devotee Gaurakishore Das Babaji.

Asdescribed by Lord Kapiladev in Srimad Bhagavatam
(3.29.9):

visayan abhisandhdya yasa aisvaryam eva vd

arcadav arcayed yo marn prthag-bhavah sa rajasah

The worship of deities in the temple by a separatist,
with a motive for material enjoyment, fame, and
opulence, is devotion in the mode of passion.

In his commentary on this verse, Srila A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada explains what is
a “separatist” in devotion:

Mixed devotees, or devotees in the modes of passion
and ignorance, think that the interest of the Supreme
Lord is supplying the orders of the devotee and the
interest of such devotees is to draw from the Lord as
much as possible for their sense gratification. This is
the separatist mentality.... When the so-called devotee
desires material enjoyment, without reference to the
interest of the Supreme Lord, or he wants to become
famous or opulent by utilizing the mercy or grace of
the Supreme Lord, he is in the mode of passion.
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MFOTHIA Tovg
Observing the practices of bhakti, such as hearing
and chanting as well as attending, organizing, or
supporting devotional festivals of the Lord, are
important for advancing in devotion and are needed
for spreading the movement of Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu. However, as prescribed by Srila Rupa
Goswami in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (1.1.11), to get
the full benefit of them, those practices should be
anukilyena krsnanusilanam — done for the pleasure
of guru and Krishna, not for our own personal sense
enjoyment. ' — MD
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THE CULMINATION OF ALL Goop FORTUNE

Krsna-karnamrta 2.99 of Sri Bilvamangal Thakur

yajfiair fjimahe dhanam dadimahe patresu ninar vayar
vrddhan bhejimahe tapas cakrmahe janmantare duscaram
yendasmakam abhiid ananya-sulabha bhaktir bhava-dvesini

cantira-dvisi bhakta-kalmasa-musi sreyah-pusi $ri-jusi

[In our past lives] we must have certainly
worshiped the gods through various Vedic
sacrifices, given profuse charity to deserving
recipients, served the elderly learned saintly
souls, and executed severe austerities. As a result
of all these activities executed in our past lives we
effortlessly obtained in this life the gift of bhakti
— the destroyer of material existence. Such bhakti
for Krishna, who is the remover of the sins of his
devotees, the enemy of Chanur, the bestower of
all good fortune, and the Supreme Lord served
by Sri Radha, is certainly not obtainable by any

other means for anyone. #

— Translated from the Sanskrit available at Gaudiya Grantha
Mandira (www.granthamandira.com)
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