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TuEe KinG oF ALL EDUCATION

His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

When Chaitanya Mahaprabhu began his preaching,
his first disciple was Sanatan Goswami. He was a
finance minister of Nawab Hussain Shah, but being
attracted with Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s movement
he retired from service and joined Lord Chaitanya.
So when he came to Chaitanya for the first time, his
inquiry was, “What is education?” Sanatan Goswami
was highly educated. In those days, Persian language
was being taught in India. Just like during British rule
the English language was taught to us, during Pathan
rule the Persian language was the state language.
Besides that, Sanatan Goswami was a great scholar in
Sanskrit as well. Still, he inquired, “What is education?”

Why did he inquire like that? He said, “People in
general call me very educated, and I am also such a
fool that T accept that I am educated.” So the next
question is, “Why do you think that you are not
educated? You are a great scholar in Sanskrit. You
are a great scholar in the Persian language. Why do
you think that you are not educated?” He replied, “I
am thinking myself to be not educated because I do
not know what I am. I do not wish to suffer, but these
material miseries are forced upon me. I do not know
wherefrom I have come, where I have to go, and still
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His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

people, they think that I am very educated and they
designate me as a great scholar, and I am satisfied,
but I am such a fool that I do not know what I am.”
Actually, this is the position of our present
situation. We are very proud of our advancement of
education. But if you inquire from various persons,
“Who are you?” hardly any will answer what he
actually is. Everyone is under the conception of this
body. But we are not actually this body. This question
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we have discussed many times. After passing this
examination that, “I am not this body”, then one
comes to real knowledge.

That is real knowledge, “Who am 1?” That is the
beginning. The knowledge about which Lord Krishna is
imparting, giving instruction to Arjuna. He says, “This
is rgja-vidya.” Raja-vidya means to know oneself and
act accordingly. If  do not know what I am, what is my
position, then I am mistaken about my situation, and
then all activities, whatever I am doing, are all mistaken.
They are all illusion. Therefore this position, rgja-vidya,
means that one should know himself, what he is, and act
accordingly. Simply by knowing, “Iam not this material
body,” is not sufficient. You must act accordingly, that
you are not material. You are spiritual. That spiritual
activity is called Krishna consciousness, and that is
called raja-vidya, the king of all education. 8

— From a lecture in New York on 22 November 1966.

Do Not DiscLOoSE YOUR BHAJANA

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Saraswati Thakura Prabhupada

The dcaryas have ordered: apana bhajana katha na
kahibe yatha tatha — one should not disclose ones
confidential bhajana to anyone. If people like us
openly sing about or describe Radha and Krishna’s
most confidential loving pastimes, then will not such
a thing create a nuisance in society?

As long as our material conceptions are prominent,
we remain prideful in our worship. That pride is useless.
Do I even have a tinge of attachment for the Lord? We
should sincerely ask our inner selves this question. §

— Vaktrtavali Garland of Divine Discourses. By His Divine Grace
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada. Compiled by
Sri Sundarananda Vidyavinode. Translated by Bhumipati Das.
Produced and Published by Isvara Das.

EmBODIMENT OF KRiSHNA’S MERCY
Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja

The Supreme Lord doesn’t directly shower mercy
onto anyone. He showers mercy through his dear
devotees. Therefore guru and vaisnavas are known as
krsna-krpa-sri-murti — the embodiment of Krishna’s
mercy. If the mercy of Krishna assumes a body, that is
sadhu, that is gurudeva. Another name is sat-anugraha.
Sat means vaisnava, sadhu, and sat-anugraha means the
mercy and favor of the vaisnava. By the mercy and

3ﬂ .
FERHAlET
favor of a vaisnava one can approach one can get the
Supreme Lord. Therefore a vaisnava is known as sat-
anugraha. If someone wants to get the mercy of the
Supreme Lord he must render service to the Lord’s
dear devotee, vaisnava. There is no other way.

In the eleventh canto of Srimad Bhagavatam, Krishna
says to Uddhava, “O Uddhava, serve my dear devotee
with full faith, pleasure, love and affection. The
service rendered to my dear devotee is superior to
service rendered directly to me.”

In Laghu Bhagavatamrta (2.6.6), Rupa Goswami has
quoted Adi Purana:

ye me bhakta-janah partha na me bhaktas ca te janah

mad-bhaktandri ca ye bhaktds te me bhakta-tama matah

Lord Krishna told Arjuna, “Those who are my direct
devotees are actually not my devotees, but those
who are the devotees of my servants are factually
my topmost devotees.”

In the eleventh canto of Srimad Bhagavatam
(11.19.21) Krishna says to Uddhava:

adarah paricaryayam sarvangair abhivandanam
mad-bhakta-puajabhyadhika sarva-bhiitesu man-matih
mad-arthesv anga-cesta ca vacasa mad-guneranam

mayy arpanarin ca manasah sarva-kama-vivarjanam

“My devotees take great care and respect in
rendering me service. They offer obeisances to me
with all their bodily limbs. They worship my devotee
and see all living entities as related to me. For me
they engage the entire energy of their body. They
engage their power of speech in the glorification
of my qualities and form. They also dedicate their
mind unto me and try to give up all kinds of material
desires. Thus are my devotees characterized. So,
service and worship offered to such devotees is mad-
bhakta-pujabhyadhikd, greater worship, superior to
worship offered directly to me.”

Lord Shiva’s statement to Goddess Durga is also
there in Padma Purana:

aradhananarn sarvesam visnor aradhanarn param

tasmat paratararn devi tadiyanarm samarcanam
“My dear Devi, although the Vedas recommend
worship of demigods, the worship of Lord Vishnu is
topmost. However, above the worship of Lord Vishnu
is the rendering of service to vaisnavas, who are related
to Lord Vishnu. This is a superior type of worship.”

In Caitanya-bhagavata, Vrindavan Das Thakur has
quoted the Supreme Lord:
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“amara bhaktera puja—ama haite bada”
sei prabhu vede-bhagavate kaila dadha

“The worship offered to my devotee is superior to
direct worship of me.”

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu himself set the example of this.

How can one get prema-bhakti? One must receive it
from someone who can give it — by associating with
premi-bhaktas, rendering service to them and pleasing
them. No other means is there. Therefore it is said
that to offer worship, to glorify such vaisnavas, to
utter their name, to describe their fame and qualities,
to render service to such vaisnavas, to take the dust
from their lotus feet, to accept the foot-washing
water of such vaisnavas, and to taste the remnants of
such vaisnavas — these are all very powerful.

In his Prarthana (5.35), Srila Narottam Das Thakur
has sung in this respect:

vaisnavera pada-dhili  tdhe mora snana-keli
tarpar}a mora Vai,snavera nama

... vaisnavera ucchista  tahe mora mana-nistha
vaisnavera namete ulldsa

The dust from the lotus feet of a vaisnava is
so purifying and powerful. It is more powerful
and purifying than Ganges water. So, I shower
with that dust. When Brahmins enter into the
Ganges or some other river, they chant mantras.
That is tarpana. Narottam Das Thakur sings,
tarpana mora vaisnavera nama — “I will chant the
name of a vaisnava. That is my tarpana mantra.”
And, vaisnavera ucchista tahe mora mana-nistha,
vaisnavera namete ulldsa — “I am very greedy to
have the remnants of a vaisnava. If I get  become
so blissful and ecstatic.”

Quoting Padma Purana in his Bhakti-sandarbha
(anuccheda 269), Srila Jiva Goswami has given the
statement of the Supreme Lord:

tesarn pujadikam gandha-dhiipadyaih kriyate naraih

tena pritim param yami na tatha mama piijanat

“I become very pleased with those persons who
offer worship to my dear devotees with incense,
lamps, and paraphernalia. I am not so pleased if they
directly offer such worship to me.”

In Hari-bhakti-vilasa (10.113), Srila Sanatan Goswami
has quoted:

ye bhajanti jagad-yonit vasudevari sandtanam

na tebhyo vidyate tirtham adhikarn raja-sattama
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Vaisnavas, those who are engaged in offering
worship to Lord Hari, are greater tirthas, greater holy
places. Therefore, to offer worship to such vaisnavas
is the superior type of worship. To live with such
vaisnavas means to live in a holy place, tirtha. Where
such vaisnavas take their bath, that place becomes a
great tirtha, a great holy place, because simply by the
touch of a vaisnava immediately all sinful reactions
are completely destroyed. #%

— From a class in Bhubaneswar on 5 April 1993.

EXPLAINING THE INEXPLICABLE

From Srila Rupa Goswami’s Laghu-
bhagavatamrta (5.508-516)

A frequently asked question is, “How did millions of gopis
assemble in the same limited space of Vrindavan at the time of

the rasa-lila?” Srila Rupa Goswami answers:

sa tu mathura-bhi-ripah paricchanno ‘py athadbhutah
spharah sankucitas ca syat krsna-lilanusaratah
atraivajandamalapi parydptim upagacchati
vrndavana-pratike ’pi yanubhtitaiva vedhasa

ity ato rasa-lilayarn puline tatra yamune

pramadasata-kotyo 'pi mamur yat tat kim adbhutam

Unknown artist



Unknown artist. Circa early 1900's
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svaih svair lila-parikarair janair drsyani naparaih

tat-tal-lilady-avasare pradurbhavocitani hi

dascaryam ekadaikatra vartamanany api dhruvam

parasparam asarprkta-svaripany eva sarvatha

=

Sr1 KrisHNA KATHAMRITA BINDU
A free bi-monthly service provided by:

Gopal Jiu Publications

c/o Sri Krishna Balarama Mandir
National Highway No. 5, IRC Village
Bhubaneswar, Orissa, India, 751015

Email: katha@gopaljiu.org
Website: www.gopaljiu.org
Subscriptions: minimag@gopaljiu.org

Gopal Jiu Publications is a branch of the International Soci-
ety for Krishna Consciousness, Founder-Acharya: His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

Quotations from the books, letters, and lectures of His Divine Grace A.
C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada ©Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
International. All other materials, unless specified, © ISKCON
Bhubaneswar/Gopal Jiu Publications. All rights reserved. Blanket
permission is given to redistribute Bindu in electronic or print form
provided no changes are made to the contents.

krsna-balyadi-lilabhir bhasitani samantatah

Saila-gostha-vanadindrh santi rijpany anekasah

liladhyo 'pi pradeso ’sya kadacit kila kaiscana

Sunya eveksate drsti-yogyair apy aparair api

atah prabhoh priyanam ca dhamnas ca samayasya ca

avicintya-prabhdvatvad atra ki ca na durghatam
evam eva dvarakdyarn jiieyarn sarvarh vicaksanaih

The mathurda-mandala appearing on earth is
extraordinarily wonderful. It expands and contracts
according to the need of Krishna’s pastimes. As was
experienced by Lord Brahma at a particular place
in Vrindavan, mathura-mandala is large enough to
accommodate unlimited universes. Therefore, what
is astonishing if a hundred million gopis gathered at
that place for the rasa-lila?

Various pastime places there are visible only to the
participants in particular pastimes of krsna-lila and not
to others. These various places (like mountains, trees,
etc.) become manifest during appropriate times.

What is surprising is that at the same place, at the
same time, completely different sets of mountains,
forests, etc., decorated with the various pastimes of
Krishna, are simultaneously present.

To the other extreme, there are people who are
qualified for krsna-darsana and there are those who
are not qualified. Yet both types of individuals
sometimes see all these places as devoid of Krishna,
even though Krishna is always present there.

The conclusion is that the associates, places, and
times associated with the Lord are all equipped
with an inexplicable potency not within the grasp
of ordinary imagination. Therefore nothing is
impossible for them. The opinion of learned souls is
that this is also the case with Dwaraka.

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.com)
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