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Various commentaries on Bhagavad-gita 4.40

WHEN THE SPIRITUAL MASTER LEAVES

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada

Just as a devoted wife becomes afflicted at the
passing away of her husband, when a spiritual
master passes away, the disciple becomes similarly
bereaved. (Purport to Bhdg. 4.28.49)

The spiritual master, dcarya, is always situated in
the spiritual status of life. Birth, death, old age and
disease do not affect him. According to the Hari-
bhakti-vilasa, therefore, after the disappearance of
an dcarya, his body is never burnt to ashes, foritis a
spiritual body. The spiritual body is always unaffected
by material conditions. (Purport to Bhdg. 10.4.20)

Whenever an dcdarya comes, following the
superior orders of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead or his representative, he establishes
the principles of religion. Unfortunately, when
the dcdrya disappears, rogues and non-devotees
take advantage and immediately begin to
introduce unauthorized principles in the name of
so-called svamis, yogis, philanthropists, welfare
workers, and so on. The dcdrya, the authorized
representative of the Supreme Lord, establishes
these principles, but when he disappears, things
once again become disordered. The perfect
disciples of the dcdarya try to relieve the situation
by sincerely following the instructions of the
spiritual master. (Purport to Bhdg. 4.28.48) ¥k
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His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada conducting an initiation ceremony
at the Radha Damodar teemple in Vrindavan, 1972

Do Not DousBTt

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja

It is said that as long as your sinful reactions are not
cleansed out, destroyed, you cannot put faith in the
words of sddhu, sastra, and guru. Those who are sinful
people, they have no faith. They have doubts. Krishna
says samsayatma vinasyati [Bg. 4.40] — a doubtful
person perishes. The most crooked people are full of
duplicity. They have no simplicity atall. Only externally
they pose, they behave as if they are very simple, but
they are not simple. Such crookedness is inside them!

You should understand that crookedness and
duplicity are the monopoly of Krishna only. Krishna
is the supreme duplicitous person. He is supreme in
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Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami in France, c. late 1980s

all respects. He is the supreme cheater, the supreme
thief, the supremely duplicitous person. Crookedness
and duplicity are his monopoly. They are not the
monopoly of the jivas. Don’t imitate. If you allow
duplicity to enter your heart, then you are imitating
him. Therefore it is said, don’t be duplicitous. Don’t
allow duplicity to enter in your heart. Develop
simplicity. Simplicity is vaisnavism. Become simple,
and then you come to sddhu, get his darsana, and
thus you will get the mercy of the sadhu. Sadhu will
cast his merciful glance on you, and then immediately
all your sinful reactions will be cleaned up, purified,
and then you will be able to put faith. %k

— From a lecture. 2 January 1993. Bhubaneswar.

THOSE WHO DoOUuBT, PERISH!
Various Commentaries on Bhagavad-gita 4.40

ajnas casraddadhanas ca samSayatma vinasyati
nayam loko sti na paro na sukham samsaydatmanah
“Ignorant and faithless persons who doubt the
revealed scriptures do not attain God consciousness;
they fall down. For the doubting soul there is
happiness neither in this world nor in the next.”

[All of the below commentaries distinguish between
the three categories of persons referred to in this
Bhagavad-gita verse. An ajiia, an ignorant person,
refers to someone who is unaware of the spiritual
nature or how to attain it. An asraddadhana, a
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Sfaithless person, has information of the spiritual
nature and the processes to attain it, but has no
Jaith, and thus does not take up any spiritual
process. And the sathSayatma, the doubiful person,
Sollows a spiritual discipline, but is unable to make
advancement because inner doublts prevent him from
making the necessary commitment.)

Srila Sridhar Swami [Gita-subodhinil:
jnanadhikarinam uktva tad-viparitam
anadhikarinam dha ajnas ceti. ajiio guru-
upadistarthanabhijniah. kathamcij jnane jate pi
tatrasraddadhanas ca. jatayam api Sraddhaydr
mamedam siddhen na veti samsayakranta-cittas
ca vinasyate. svarthdd bhrasyati. etesu trisv api
samsaydtma sarvatha nasyati. yatas tasyayan
loko nasti dhanarjana-vivahady-asiddheh. na
ca para-loko dharmasyanispatteh. na ca sukha
samsayenaiva bhogasyapy asambhauvat.

After describing the qualifications for attaining
faithful knowledge [in the previous verse], in this
verse the Lord speaks about the disqualified people.

The term ‘ajria’ means, ‘one who unacquainted
with the instructions of guru’. Some people
possessing knowledge understand these instructions
but do not have faith in them (asraddadhdanah).
Doubtful people, samsaydatmd, who have some
faith but do not understand my perfect nature, also
perish, which means that they deviate from their real
interest. Amongst these three — the ignorant, the
faithless, and the doubter — the doubter completely
perishes. By doubting, he neither attains perfection in
worldly tasks such as earning money, marriage, etc.,
nor does he attain perfection in transcendence in the
next world. He can’t even enjoy this world properly
due to his doubtful nature.

Sri Adi Shankaracharya [Gita-bhasyal:
ajnas candatmajnias casraddadhanas ca guru-
vakya-sastresv avisvasavams ca samsayatmd ca
samsaya-cittas ca vinasyati. ajiiasraddadhanau
yadyapi vinasyatah, na tathd yatha samsayatma.
samSaydatmad tu papisthah sarvesam. katham?
nayam sadharano piloko sti. tathda na paro lokah.
na sukham, tatrapi samsayotpatteh savisaydatmanah
samsaya-cittasya. tasmadt samsayo na kartavyah

The ignorant, those who lack self-realization,
the faithless, the disbelievers of the statements of
guru and scriptures, and the doubtful — all these
perish. Even though the ignorant (ajria) and faithless
(asraddadhanah) fall, they do not fall as badly as the
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doubtful (sarisayatma). Thus, the doubtful person is
most sinful amongst them all. Why? Because for him,
there is neither attainment in the current world nor in the
next. Neither is there happiness due to a constant flow of
doubts. The word sanisayatmanah means one who is
full of doubts. Therefore, we shouldn’t entertain doubts.

Sripad Ramanujacharya [Gita-bhasyal: ajiia
evam upadesa-labdha-jriana-rahita upadista-friana-
vrddhy-upadye casraddadhano ‘tvaramana upadiste
ca jnane samsayarma samsayita-mand vinasyati,
nasto bhavati. asminn upadiste datma-yathdatmya-
visaye jiiane samsaydtmano yam api prakyta-loko
nasti, na ca parah. dharmartha-kamadi-purusarhdas
ca na siddhyanti, kuto moksa ity arthah. sastriya-
karma-siddhi-riipatvat sarvesam purusarthandn
sastriya-karma-janya-sirds ca dehatiriktdatma-
niscaya-ptirvakatvat. atah sukha-lava-bhagitvam
atmani samsaydatmano na savibhavati.

The ignorant (ajnia), who is devoid of instructed
knowledge; the faithless (asraddadhanah), who
doesn’t have faith in the means of increasing and
applying such instructed knowledge; and the doubtful
(samsayatmd), who are uncertain about such
knowledge, perish. They are destroyed. Those who
doubt this transcendental knowledge, which reveals
the true nature of the soul, do not attain anything in
this world or in the next. Their achievements related
to religion (dharma), economic development (artha),
and sense-enjoyment (kdma), are incomplete. What
then to speak of liberation (1moksa)?

All four goals of life (dharma, artha, kama,
moksa) may be achieved only through actions
prescribed in the scriptures, and such scriptural
actions aim at providing happiness to the soul,
which is different from the body. Therefore, a
person who doubts the existence of the soul cannot
attain even a small fraction of happiness.

Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur
[Sarartha-varsinil: [Since Srila Baladev
Vidyabhushan has included all of the points made
by Vishwanath in his commentary, we are only
presenting Baladeuv's explanation below.]

Srila Baladeva Vidyabhushan [Gitd-bhiisanal:
Jranddhikarinam tat-phalam cabhidhdaya tad-
viparitam tat-phalam caha ajnas ceti. ajiiah pasv-
ddivac chastra-jriana-hinah. asraddadhdanah sastra-
Jnane saty api vivadi-pratipattibhir na kvapi visvastah,
Sraddadhanatve pi samsaydtma mamaitat siddhyen
na veti sandihana-mand vinasyati svarthdd vicyavate.

Krishna and Arjuna on the chariot at the Kurukshetra battle

lesv api madhye samsaydtmanam vinindati nayam iti.
ayarir prakrto lokah paro prakriah samsayatmanah
kiricid api sukhar ndasti. sastriya-karma-janyam hi
sukhan, tac ca karma vivikiatma-jriana-piirvakam.
latra sandihanasya kutas tad ity arthah.

After speaking about the eligible candidates for
knowledge and their attained results [in the previous
verse], the opposite category [those unfit for knowledge]
and their attained results are being spoken of in this
verse. The ignorant (aj7ia) are animal-like fools lacking in
scriptural knowledge. The faithless (asraddadhanah),
although knowledgeable in the scriptures, are
hampered by various conflicting irreconcilable
philosophers, and cannot put faith in any of them. And
the doubtful person (samsaydtma), even if he has a
little faith, does not come to understand my perfect
nature due to being infected with a doubtful mentality,
and thus he fails to achieve his real self-interest.
Amongst these three, the doubtful (sarnisayatma) is
most severely criticized in this verse. He is riddled with
doubts about both the material world and the spiritual
world, and hence he cannot experience any happiness.
Happiness is generated by acting according to the
revealed scriptures, and such actions should be done
with knowledge of the self. This verse says, ‘How can
happiness be attained for those who doubt this fact”

Sri Madhusudan Saraswati [ Giidhartha-dipikal:
atra ca samsayo na kartavyah, kasmat? ajiia iti.
ajno 'madhita-sastratvendatma-jnana-sunyah.
guru-vedanta-vakyartha idam evar na bhavaty
eveti viparyaya-ripd ndstikya-buddhir asraddha
tadvan asraddadhanah. idam evarm bhavati na
veti sarvatra samsayakranta-cittah samsayatrmad
vinasyati svarthdad bhrasto bhavati. ajnias
casraddadhanas ca vinasyatiti samsaydatmapeksayad
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nyunatva-kathandrtham cakdrabhyan tayoh
prayogah. kutah? samsayatma hi savvatah papiyan
yato nayam manusya-loko ‘sti vittarjanddy-
abhavat, na paro lokah svarga-moksadi-dharma-
Jranady-abhdvat. na sukharr bhojanadi-kytam
samsaydtmanah sarvatra sandehakranta-cittasya.
ajnas casvaddadhanas ca paro loko nasti manusya-
loko bhojanadi-sukham ca vartate. samsaydtmd tu
tritaya-hinatvena sarvatah papiyan ity arthah.
And in regards to this [transcendental knowledgel,
do not doubt. Why so? That is specified in this verse.
The ignorant person (ajiia) is one who is devoid of the
knowledge of the soul due to having not studied the
scriptures. Even if the meanings of the words spoken
by guru and the vedanta-siitras are known, there are
those who are faithless and infected with an atheistic
mentality (asraddadhdanah). And even if one has some
faith, the doubtful (samisayatma) cannot know in truth
because of being infected with a sceptical nature, and
thus they fall away from their real self interest. The word
ca has been used only for the ignorant (aj7ia) and the
faithless (asraddadhanah) but the word sarmsayatmdis
directly connected to the word vinasyati, perishes. This
is to show that the former two perish to a lesser degree
than the doubtful person. Why so? The doubtful is the
greatest sinner because he does not attain worldly goals
such as earning money, etc., in addition to not attaining
higher goals, such as heavenly pleasures, liberation,
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knowledge, etc. For a person infested with doubts,
even ordinary happiness such as relishing foodstuft
is hindered by his tendency to doubt everything. The
ignorant (ajnia) and the faithless (asraddadhanah)
do not attain higher goals, but they at least have their
share of worldly happiness, such as nice foodstuffs.
The doubtful person is devoid of that, and hence is the
worst amongst the three and the most sinful.

SriNilakanth [Bhava-dipal: ajria iti. ajnah sukhena
cikitsituri sakyah. asraddadhano yatnena. savinsaydatma
w-asadhya eva. yato mitvddisv api saisayam kurvato
syayam loko pi nasti, napi pavah, veda-vakye pi
samsayat. ata eva sarvada samsaydkulatvat sukhar
api tasya nasti. tasmdt samsayo na kartavyah.

The ignorant (aj7iia) can be easily cured. The
faithless (asraddadhanah) [can be cured] with great
effort. However, the doubtful are incurable. One
who doubts even his friends cannot attain anything
in this world, nor can he attain anything in the next
world, due to not having faith in the words of the
Vedas. Therefore, since he is always perturbed by
doubts, happiness also does not belong to him.
Therefore, we shouldn’t entertain doubts. #&
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