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Krishna Movies

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

These films are very nice and they can be effectively 
used for our preaching work. Generally people enjoy 
seeing any film. But when a film has something 
substantial such as our Krishna conscious philosophy 
to offer, then it becomes a real pleasure. Therefore 
our films should be the most popular films ever 
produced. (Letter to Yadubara, 25 December 1974.)

So far your film projects are concerned, the one 
consideration is that the management of Washington 
temple shouldn’t suffer, but rather should actually 
improve its position. If that is the case and you can 
somehow or other find the required time, then I 
have no objection if you take up this film-making 
business. No doubt there could be some positive 
propaganda work done in this direction. (Letter to 
Damodar, 1 September 1971.)

Your idea for film distribution is also good, so do it 
nicely in cooperation with the GBC. I am very much 
anxious that at the same time as you carry out all 
these outside activities you are maintaining a strict 
schedule of temple activities. Such regular activities 
like attendance at ärati, chanting of rounds, and study 
of literatures in the class will keep you fit for effective 
preaching work in the outer field. Our standard of 
purity must be kept; otherwise there will be loss of 
spiritual strength and subsequent fall down. Every 
one of you should be thoroughly convinced of the 

power of the Hare Krishna mantra to protect you in all 
circumstances, and you should chant accordingly at 
all times without offense. Then advancement will be 
swift and you will gradually come to see everything 
clearly so that you may act for the pleasure of the 
Lord without uncertainty. When one is spontaneously 
engaged in this way, always in the service of the 
Lord and anxious to avoid all mundane activities, 
one actually experiences the taste of bliss in Krishna 
consciousness. (Letter to Damodar, 10 January 1971.)

Regarding the motion picture, it is a great 
opportunity, and if they actually want to do 
something wonderful I can come there personally 
and see to its direction. If it is an important film I 
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think my personal direction is necessary. If not, then I 
think you can send me a synopsis of the script so that 
there may be nothing objectionable from the start. 
If this film is properly done it will be very profitable, 
even from the commercial point of view; and if they 
are interested, we can give them hundreds of stories 
from the Bhägavatam which will make wonderful 
films, and simultaneously the people will be educated 
to the proper religious and moral standard. So 
please try very seriously for this and I think Krishna 
will give you all intelligence and facility. (Letter to 
Shyamsunder, 22 September 1970.) · 

Srila Srinivas Acharya’s commentary on 
Çrémad Bhägavatam 2.9.36

The final verse in the catuù çloké commentary of 
Srila Srinivas Acharya is as follows:

etävad eva jijïäsyaà tattva-jijïäsunätmanaù 
anvaya-vyatirekäbhyäà yat syät sarvatra sarvadä

A person who is searching after the Supreme Abso-
lute Truth, the Personality of Godhead, must certain-
ly search for it up to this, in all circumstances, in all 
space and time, and both directly and indirectly. (36)

Srila Srinivas Acharya comments on this verse:
tad evaà madhureëa samäpayet — etävad 

eveti. ätmano mama tattvaà pürvoktaà sugopyaà 
sarva-guhyatamaà parama-rahasyaà jijïäsunä 
jïätum icchunä çiñyeëa etävad eva jijïäsyaà 
— punaù punar jïätavyaà, kutaù param astu? 
parama-sädhana-parama-puruñärtha-vicära-
nipuëa-çré-bhägavata-rakta-rasikäsaìga-saìgi-
prasannojjvala-citta-jévané-bhüta-govinda-päda-
padma-sudhäsvädaka-çré-caitanya-candra-
caraëäbja-caïcaréka-çré-rädhä-pada-nakha-
candra-cakora-çré-gurutaù çikñaëéyaà, pürvoktam 
eva, çré-kåñëa-lélä-rahasya-svakéyä-parakéyä, 
gopéñu parakéyä-bhävädikaà nänyat.

kena prakär eëa?  i ty  äha — anvaya-
vyatirekäbhyäm. anvayena anugamanena 
anusevayety arthaù. vyatirekeëa viçiñöena atirekeëa 
autkaöyena. yat çré-guror anugamanaà sarvatra 
sarva-bhajana-sädhane anusaraëaà sarvadä 
sarva-kälena jévane maraëe vipadi sampadi 
düre nikaöe dinädau niçädau saìkértanädau 
mahä-prasäde anuçélane ity ädi. ata eva tasmäd 
guruà prapadyeta [Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.3.21] 
ity ädi. tatra bhägavatän dharmän çikñed gurv-
ätma-daivataù [Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.3.22], 
gurur eva ätmä daivataà ca. tasmai çré-gurave 
namaù. ye mayä guruëä väcä taranty aïjo 
bhavärëavam [Çrémad Bhägavatam 10.80.33], 
yathähaà jïäna-do guruù [Çrémad Bhägavatam 
10.80.32] guror anugraheëaiva pürëaù. hari-
guru-caraëäravinda-yugalänuçélanena,

balavän ädaro yasya na syäd guru-padämbuje 

çrutair apy asya sac-chästraiù kåñëe bhaktir na jäyate

harir eva guruù, gurur eva hariù. guru-karëa-
dhäram [Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.20.17] guruñu 
nara-matiù [Padma Puräëa], guror avajïä çruti-
çästra-nindanam [Padma Puräëa], äcäryaà mäà 
vijänéyät [Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.17.20] ity ädi. 
kià bahunä? nästi tattvaà gurau param iti dik

Translation: And now, the Lord concludes his 
instructions sweetly (madhureëa samäpayet) in 
this verse. The Lord says – “The truth (tattva) that I 
spoke earlier about myself (ätmanaù) is extremely 
confidential, the greatest (parama) of all secrets, 
and those who are desirous (etävad eva jijïäsyam) 
of knowing it, such disciples (tattva-jijïäsunä) 
should make it known to themselves repeatedly.”

How is it the greatest secret? That is to be known 
from the guru who is expert in the analyzing the 
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greatest means to achieve the topmost goal of 
life, who is always associating with those expert 
relishers of Çrémad Bhägavatam, who is effulgent 
and joyously disposed, who is the relisher of the 
nectar of the lotus feet of Sri Govinda, and who is 
a bumblebee at the lotus feet of Sri Chaitanya and 
a cakora bird at the moonlike nails of Sri Radha’s 
lotus feet. This secret of Lord Krishna’s pastimes is 
divided into svakéya and parakéya. These should 
be understood — especially the parakéyä mood of 
the gopés — and nothing else.

How should these be understood? The Lord 
says that they should be understood through 
direct (anvaya) and indirect (vyatireka) means. 
Direct means (anvaya) include direct services, 
and indirect means (vyatireka) include intense 
eagerness for achieving the goal.

Sri Guru is the one who should always be followed 
in all respects. In all matters of bhajana, he should be 
followed. In all times (sarvadä), in situations of life 
or death, during prosperity or misfortune, whether 
he is near or far away, day and night, during activities 
such as chanting, honoring mahä-prasäda, etc., Sri 
Guru should always be followed.

Therefore, the Bhägavatam says, “Therefore, seek 
the shelter of a spiritual master.” (Çrémad Bhägavatam 
11.3.21) and, “One should learn the science of 
devotional service from him, as he is the worshipable 
deity of the soul.” (Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.3.22) 

Also, “Those who listen to my (Krishna’s) words in 
the form of guru’s instructions easily cross over the 
ocean of material existence.” (Çrémad Bhägavatam 
10.80.33), and, “The spiritual master is my (Krishna’s) 
own form.” (Çrémad Bhägavatam 10.80.32)

So it is to be understood that only through Sri 
Guru’s pleasure, and by serving the lotus feet of 
Sri Guru and Sri Hari, that one attains complete 
realization of these secrets.

One who does not have unflinching devotion 
towards the lotus feet of Sri Guru won’t develop 
kåñëa-bhakti, despite hearing the various scriptures.

Lord Hari is Sri Guru, and Sri Guru is Lord Hari. 
The Bhägavatam says, “The guru is the captain 
of the ship which takes us across the ocean of 
birth and death.” (Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.20.17) 
“One should never consider the guru an ordinary 
person.” (Padma Puräëa) “One should not disobey 
the guru or disregard the scriptures.” (Padma 

Puräëa) “One should know the guru as myself 
(Krishna).” (Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.17.20) etc.

What more should be said? There is nothing 
greater than service to guru, and that’s all that is to 
be understood. ·
— Translated from the Sanskrit available at Gaudiya Grantha 
Mandira (http://www.granthamandira.com). 

glories of sriMati radharani

A selection of verses from Srila Rupa 
Goswami’s Padyävalé

murahara sahasä-garimä  

katham iva väcyaù kuraìga-çäväkñyaù

khedärëava-patitäpi  

prema-dhuraà te samudvahati

“O Krishna! How can I describe the greatness of 
fawn-eyed Radha’s love for you? Even though she 
has fallen into the ocean of suffering, she still loves 
you deeply.” (190)

kelé-kaläsu kuçalä nagare murärer 

äbhéra-néraja-dåçaù kati vä na santi

rädhe tvayä mahad akäri tapo yad eña 

dämodaras tvayi paraà paramänurägaù

He will not take care of the calves. He does not 
play the flute. He is not pleased by the cooling 
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breezes blowing into the forest from the Yamuna 
River. He sits in the forest grove with his head 
bowed down. O beautiful girl, in his heart the son 
of Nanda sighs for you. (193)

subhaga bhavatä hådye tasyä jvalat-smara-pävake ’py 

abhiniviçatä premädhikyaà cirät prakaöé-kåtam

tava tu hådaye çéte ’py evaà sadaiva mukhäptaye 

mama sahacaré sä niùsnehä manäg api na sthitä

O handsome Krishna, Radha’s heart burns with 
love for you. You eternally stay in her heart. On 
the other hand, your heart is always very cool and 
cheerful. My unloved friend Radha is never allowed 
to enter there even for a moment. (244)

anälocya premëaù pariëatim anädåtya suhådas 

tvayäkäëòe mänaù kim iti sarale preyasi kåtaù

samäkåñöä hy ete viraha-dahanodbhäsura-çikhäù 

sva-hastenäìgäräs tad alam adhunäraëya-ruditaiù

O pious girl, first you refuse to see his love, then you 
insult your friends, and now you are suddenly angry 
with your lover. Still, I can see that you are burning in 
the flames of separation from Krishna, and your anger 
at him is like crying in the wilderness. (230)

bhrü-bhaìgo guëitaç ciraà nayanayor abhyastam ämélanaà 

roddhum çikñitam ädareëa hasitaà maune ’bhiyogaù kåtaù

dhairyaà kartum api sthiré-kåtam idaà cetaù kathaïcin mayä 

baddho mäna-parigrahe parikaraù siddhis tu daive sthite

Radharani said: I repeatedly practiced knitting 
my eyebrows. I studied how to stare without blink-
ing. Again and again I practiced remaining silent 
with a sarcastic smile. I studied how to keep my 
heart steady and not lose my composure. I can 
practice how to be angry with Krishna, but my 
final success still remains in the hands of fate. (232)

saìgama-viraha-vikalpe  
varam iha viraho na saìgamän tasya

ekaù sa eva saìge  
tri-bhuvanam api tan-mayaà virahe

Separation from Krishna is better than meeting 
him. When I meet him there is only one Krishna, 
but when I am separated from him the three worlds 
become filled with Krishnas. (240)

yäsyäméti samudyatasya vacanaà viçrabdham äkarëitaà 
gacchan düram upekñito muhur asau vyävåtya paçyann api

tac chünye punar ägatäsmi bhavane präëas ta eva sthitäù 
sakhyaù paçyata jévita-praëayiné dambhäd ahaà rodimi

Radharani said: When Krishna was about to leave and 
I heard him say, “Now I will go.” I remained peaceful. As 
he was leaving he continually fixed His eyes on me, even 
from a distance, and I responded by ignoring him and 
turning from him. When I returned to my empty house, 
the breath was still present in my body. O friends, look! I, 
who love only my own life, am pretending to cry. (323) ·
— Translated by Kusakratha Das. Sanskrit taken from Gaudiya 
Grantha Mandira (http://www.granthamandira.com)

Radharani watches over her father's cows
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