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RaMA AND KRISHNA

His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

An explanation of the word rdma is given in the
Padma Purana. The word comes from the Sanskrit
root ram, which transforms to ramante. Ramante
means fulfilling pleasures and desires. ramante
yogino ‘nante— Amongst those who are yogis, the
bhakti-yogtis the topmost. Bhagavad-gitd (6.47) says:

yoginam api sarvesam mad-gatendntar-atmand
Sraddhavan bhajate yo mam sa me yuktatamo matah

Yogis are not interested in material enjoyment
because material enjoyment is temporary. ramante
yogino ‘nante — Everyone is seeking happiness,
blissful life, but those who are less intelligent, miidha,
they are satisfied with the temporary so-called
happiness of material existence. But yogis are not like
that. Yogis are interested in permanent happiness.
Therefore, the verse ends with anante, not ante.

Antavanta ime dehah. Deha means this body.
antavanta ime dehad nityasyokiah Saririnah: |Bg.
2.18] — But within the body, the proprietor of the
body is eternal, nitya. So, nityo nityandm — if I am
nitya, eternal, then I should be interested in eternal
happiness. But eternal happiness is not possible in this
body. Therefore it is said, ramante yogino ‘nante. So
ramameans ananta-ananda, unlimited happiness.
Lord Rama is param brahma, and Krishna is also
pararm brahma. Krishna is recognized by Arjuna
after understanding Bhagavad-gita: param brahma
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His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

param dhdama pavitram paramam bhavan — You
are the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the ultimate
abode, the purest, and the absolute truth. [Bg. 10.12]
So there is no difference between Rama and Krishna.
Krishna is also paranr brahma and Rama is also
param brahma. We vaisnavas have equal faith
and respect for all visnu-martis. ramadi-murtisu
— Rama, Nrsimha, Varaha, Narayan, Mahavishnu
are advaitam acyutam anddim ananta-rviipam,
unlimited forms that are without a second, without
decay, and without a beginning. [Brahma-Samhita
5.33] We Gaudiya or Madhva-Gaudiya Vaisnavas
are worshipers of Lord Krishna’s muirti. There is no
difference between Lord Ramachandra’s miirti and
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Krishna’s mairti. But as I have already explained,
kysna param brahma — Krishna is full-fledged.
Although Lord Ramachandra is also full-fledged,
he did not exhibit his full-fledged opulence. So
these are very confidential things, but still, on the
birthday of Lord Ramachandra we offer our respectful
obeisances at his lotus feet so that he may be merciful
upon us to bestow his bhakti, devotional service.
We are all fallen souls. We have no power to
approach the Supreme Personality of Godhead
except as directed by sdstra. So although there is
no difference between Sri Rama and Sri Krishna,
one devotee is attracted by one feature of the Lord
and the other is attracted by the other feature. Once,
Krishna disappeared from the rdsa dance and the
gopiswere very eager to find Krishna again. Krishna
appeared before them as four-handed Narayan.
The gopis saw the form of Lord Narayan, but they
did not become attracted by him. They said, “Oh,
he is Narayan! Let us offer our respects,” and then
they went away. Actually there is no difference
between Krishna and Narayan. But the gopis were
not very much interested in Narayan. They wanted
Krishna, although there is no difference between
Narayan and Krishna. Similarly, although there is
no difference between Rama and Krishna, some
devotees are attracted by rama-mirti and some

devotees are attracted by krsna-miirti. &
— Lecture on Bhagavad-gita 4.12, 1 April 1974.

SRIVAS’ LEVEL OF SURRENDER
Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja

We should completely depend on the will of
Krishna. Krishna says in the Bhagavad-gita that
he will take up the responsibility to maintain a
surrendered devotee. “Whatever the devotee
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lacks,” Krishna says, vahdamy aham — “I
personally carry it.”

Srivas Pandit was not doing any business or go-
ing out to earn money. Day and night, twenty-four
hours, he was engaged in sravana-kirtana and
bhajana with all his family members. Once, to test
Srivas, Mahaprabhu asked him, “Srivas, you are a
householder. You have a big family to maintain.
Why don’t you go earn some money? Otherwise,
how will you maintain your big family?”

Srivas did not say anything. He only clapped three
times. Mahaprabhu asked, “What does that mean?”
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Srivas said, “I have complete faith in your words
— yoga ksemar vahdamy aham. [Bg. 9.22] You
have taken up the responsibility to maintain a
surrendered soul, and whatever such a person lacks
you personally carry. I and all my family members
are engaged day and night in your service. We have
no other business. Hari-sevd is our only business.”

Srivas had firm faith that Krishna will maintain,
that supplies would definitely come. If you become
fully dependent on Krishna, engaged day and night,
twenty-four hours, in Krishna’s service, then the
supplies will definitely come.

Then he explained the meaning of his clapping
three times. “If supplies will not come on one day, we
will fast. We will think that it is Krishna’s will and we
will fast for the day. If supplies do not come on the
second and third day, still we will fast. And if on the
fourth day no supplies come, then all of our family
will go and drown ourselves in the Ganges and be
finished. If Krishna becomes a liar, then how is he
Bhagavan? And why will people do his bhajana?”

Hearing this, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu became
very happy. Mahaprabhu said, “Srivas! The
supplies will definitely come! Why should you
think of anything else?”

Such a devotee is Srivas Pandit. He is niskama,
completely desireless. &

— Lecture in Bali, Indonesia, 6 October 1995.

PRAYERS TO SRIvAs PANDIT
Srivasa Pandita-dhyanam

Suklambara-dharam gauram gaura-bhakti praddayakam
Sri-gauranga-kipavdasam gaura-murtih rasa-pradam
Suklambara-dharanm devam sarva bhakla-jana priyah
sankirtana rasavesam sarva-saubhdagya bhiisitam
smarami bhakta-rdajah hi Srivasaw Sri-hari-priyam
Sri-gauranga kypa-patram panditakhyam sada sucim
Suklambara-dharam gauram gaura-bhakti praddayakam
Sri-kirtane sadonmatiah dhyayet Srivasa sattamam

I always take shelter of Sri Srivas, leader of all
the pandits. Wearing a brilliant white cloth, he has
a golden complexion and bestows devotion unto
Lord Chaitanya. He is the shelter of Lord Gauranga’s
mercy; he has a golden form; he bestows mellows of
devotional service; he wears a brilliant white cloth;
he is divine and is dear to the devotees of the Lord.
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Intoxicated by mellows of sarikiriana, he is decorated
with all good fortune. I meditate on that king of
devotees, Srivas Pandit, who is dear to Sri Hari.

Let there be meditation on the most excellent
Sri Srivas — the container of Lord Gauranga’s
mercy; the eternally pure personality renowned
as a pandit. He wears a brilliant white cloth, has a
golden complexion, bestows devotion unto Lord
Chaitanya, and is always intoxicated in kirtana.

Srtvasa Pandita-pranama-mantrah
Sri-gauranga krpa-patram kirtanananda manasam
Srivdsa panditam naumi gauranga-priya parsadam
yasya krpdlavenapi gaurange jayate ratih
Srivdsa kirtanananda bhakta gosthyeka-vallabha
tvam namami mahdyogin bhakta-ripo si naradah

I joyously offer my obeisances to you, O Sri
Srivas, leader of all the pandits. You are the
container of Lord Gauranga’s mercy and your mind
takes great pleasure in kirtana.

I offer my obeisances to Srivas Pandit, the dear
associate of Lord Gauranga. By an infinitesimal
fraction of his mercy one develops attachment in
everything related to Lord Gauranga.

O Srivas! O you who get ecstatic joy from kirtana!
O exclusive leader of the assembly of devotees! I
offer my obeisances unto you, the greatest of the
bhakti-yogis! In the form of an associate of Lord
Gauranga, you are none other than Narada Muni.

Sri Srivasadi Bhakta-vrndanarn Dhyanam
ye caitanya-padaravinda-madhupah satprema-bhiisojualdh

Suddha-svarmaruco digambu-pulaka svedaih sadarga sriyah
sevopdyana-panayah smitamukhah suklambarah sadvarah

Srivasddi-mahdsayan sukhamayan dhydayema tan parsaddan

[The devotees headed by Srivas Thakur] are
bumblebees at the lotus feet of Lord Chaitanya. They
are decorated with the brilliant ornaments of true love.
They are endowed with pristine golden complexions.
Their divine bodily limbs are decorated with ecstatic
bodily symptoms such as crying, goose bumps,
ecstatic perspiration, etc. Carrying a wide variety of
paraphernalia for the service of the Lord in their hands
and beaming with joyous smiles, these most auspicious

Next column: Srila Srivas Thakur, the head of
Mahaprabhu's devotees
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Maha-prakasa-lila in the home of Srivas Thakur

personalities are dressed in brilliant white clothes. Let
us meditate on Srivas Pandit and other great associates
of the Lord, who are full of transcendental joy.

Srz Srvasadi Bhakta-vindandarit Pranama
ye tirtha—bhramitah punanti jagatam sadvaidyakalpah prati-

kurvantindunibhah kypamita-ruco py apayayanti svayam
susnigdha haricandanani kalayantyabhiisayanty-adbhuida

ratmaniva hi tan namami satatarm Srivasa-muklyan muhuh

Since they verily are personifications of holy

places of pilgrimage, the devotees headed by Srivas
Thakur purify everyone by roaming around the earth.
Moreover, they diffuse the moonlike rays of the Lord’s
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nectarean mercy even unto the most expertand capable
personalities while simultaneously experiencing it
themselves. They decorate themselves with the finest
and topmost ornaments of Lord Hari’s gopi-candana,
thereby appearing like wonderful jewels. At every
moment, I constantly offer my obeisances to all those
great devotees headed by Srivas Pandit.
Srz Srivasadi Bhakta-vindanarit
Carane Vijiiapti

he srivasadaya iha krpda-mirtayo gauracandra-
premambudheh sura-vitapinah santa-saumya-svabhavah
dinoddhare prabala-niyamah premada yityam eva

tasmad ajnam prapada-rajasda papinarm md punita

O Srivas Prabhu and associates! O personifications

of Lord Gaurachandra’s mercy in this world! O
distributors of the ocean of love of Godhead to
the devotees! O gentle and affectionate ones! You
are fixed in the great vow of delivering the fallen
souls. Certainly you are the exclusive bestowers of
kysna-prema. Therefore, please give me, a foolish
sinner, the dust of your lotus feet, and purify me. ¥k

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Dina Narottam Das
(chota)'s Sri Manohara Bhajana Dipikd. Published by Sri
Sudhasindhu Das. Govardhan. Gaurabda 519. Bengali.
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Santineketan school. West Bengali. Early 1900s. Unknown artist.
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