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Mood of the VaishnaVas

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja

Mahaprabhu has taught in Çikñäñöaka [cited in 
Cc. ädi 17.31]:

tåëäd api sunécena taror api sahiñëunä 
amäninä mänadena kértanéyaù sadä hariù

One can chant the holy name of the Lord in a humble 
state of mind, thinking oneself lower than the straw 
in the street. One should be more tolerant than the 
tree, devoid of all sense of false prestige, and ready 
to offer all respects to others. In such a state of mind 
one can chant the holy name of the Lord constantly.

This is the most important teaching in Çikñäñöaka. 
uttama haïä äpanäke mäne tåëädhama — An 

His Divine Grace  
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

association is the Beginning

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

In order to become a devotee of Krishna we must 
associate with devotees — satäà prasaìgän mama 
vérya-saàvidaù [associating with pure devotees through 
discussions of Krishna’s wonderful activities] [Bhäg. 
3.25.25]. If there is some piety in ones background 
then one will come in contact with a devotee. By 
mixing, associating with a devotee, our knowledge 
about salvation — getting out of the clutches of mäyä, 
this repetition of birth and death — increases. Satäà 
prasaìgän mama vérya-saàvidaù — discussion on 
kåñëa-kathä is véryavän, potent. Just like when there 
is sex life, if the man is véryavän then there will be 
pregnancy. Similarly, if we hear from a devotee then 
immediate action will be there. One will think, “Why not 
become Krishna conscious?” That is véryavän, potency. 
One will develop çraddhä, faith. Çraddhä bhaktir 
anukramiñyati — from faith, bhakti develops [Bhäg. 
3.25.25]. Hearing from devotees makes one inclined to 
become Krishna conscious. Ädau çraddhä — faith is the 
beginning of spiritual life. If you want to develop your 
spiritual life more and more, then satäà prasaìgät, 
you have to associate with devotees — ädau çraddhä 
tataù sädhu-saìgaù [Cc. madhya 23.14]. ·
— Lecture in Bombay. 25 November 1974.
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uttama-bhakta, the topmost paramahaàsa, thinks, 

“I am the lowest of the low, much humbler than 

a blade of grass lying on the street.” [Cc. antya 

20.22] This is real vaiñëavatä, vaishnavism. Those 

who are walking on the street tread on the grass 

with their feet. But the grass never pinches back. 

Rather, it submits and tolerates. And then, dui-

prakäre sahiñëutä kare våkña-sama — one should 

be tolerant just as a tree is tolerant [Cc. antya 20.22]. 

In the summer season, in the scorching heat of the 

sun, a tree is drying up. Still, it never asks for water. 

It tolerates. It may die, but it will never ask for water. 

A vaiñëava is as tolerant as this. ·
— From a lecture in Bhubaneswar. 23 April 1992.

BhAkti is for eVeryone

Srila Rupa Goswami Prabhupada’s 
Çré Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu 1.2.60

çästrataù çruyate bhaktau nåmätrasy ädhikäritä 
sarvädhikäritäà mägha snänasya vruvatä yataù 
dåñtäntitä vaçiñöhena hari-bhaktir nåpaà prati

According to çästra, every human being has 

eligibility for performing hari-bhakti. To establish 

this truth, Vasishtha Muni gives an example to 

King Mayuradhwaj that anyone can perform the 

devotional activity of taking bath in the Ganga 

during the month of Mägha. ·

BAlArAM’s return to VrindAVAn 
PArt four

Various aspects of Lord Balaram’s return from 

Dwarka to Vrindavan are described in chapter 

sixty-five of the tenth canto of Çrémad Bhägavatam, 

in Hari-vaàça, and by various Gaudiya äcäryas.

Chastising Yamuna
After dancing with the gopés, the Supreme Lord 

Ananta, desiring to perform pastimes in her pristine 

waters, called for the Yamuna. Considering Balaram 

to be drunk, Yamuna did not take him seriously 

and disregarded his instruction. Srila Viswanath 

Chakravarti comments that as one does not take 

seriously the instructions of an intoxicated person, 

similarly Yamuna Devi thought, “He is calling me 

because he wants to play in my waters, so let him 

come here himself.” This angered Baladev, who 

then took his plow and began to drag the Yamuna.

Angry Balaram said, “O sinful one! You move 

only by your whimsical desire. Because you have 

dared to disobey me, refusing to come even after I 

have called you, therefore I will force you to come 

by pulling you apart into hundreds of channels.”

The Hari-vaàça Puräëa describes that Balaram 

then inserted the tip of his plow and began to 

forcibly pull Yamuna towards him as if she were 

an unchaste wife. Trembling in fear, Yamuna Devi 

fell at the feet of the Lord and said, “My dear Lord, 

be kind to me! Your unconventional behavior is 

frightening me! Now my form and direction of flow 

have been altered.” 

asaty ahaà nadé-madhye rauhiëeya tvayä kåtä 
karñaëena mahäbäho svamärga vyabhicäriëé

“O son of Rohini! O mighty armed one! By pulling me 
in this manner you have made me unchaste among 
rivers. You have diverted me from my prescribed 
path.” (Hari-vaàça Puräëa, Viñëu-parva 46.45)

Yamuna Devi begged, “Please be merciful to me. 

Please give up your anger and forgive me.”

Balaram with a lotus and plow
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Srila Jiva Goswami and Srila Viswanath Chakravarti 

raise an interesting question: Yamuna became the 

wife of Krishna and went with him to Dwarka. 

How then is it possible that she is appearing before 

Balaram in her personified form? The answer is that 

the Yamuna who appeared before Balaram was a 

chäyä-yamunä, a shadow of the original Yamuna. 

The Yamuna who appeared before Balaram was 

the wife of the demigod Varuna and an expansion 

of Kalindi Yamuna. She was not Yamuna herself.

Thus for two continuous months Balaram enjoyed 

pastimes with thousands of gopés other than Krishna’s, 

during which time he showed bold actions such as 

pulling the Yamuna. Coming to give joy to Nanda and 

the others residents of Vraja, he nourished their bliss. 

	 •	 	 •	 •

The Bhägavatam (10.65.16) describes:

saìkarñaëas täù kåñëasya sandeçair hådayaà gamaiù 
säntvayäm äsa bhagavän nänänunaya-kovidaù 

The Supreme Lord Balaram, the attractor of all, being 
expert at various kinds of conciliation, consoled the 
gopés by relaying to them the confidential messages 
Krishna had sent with him. These messages deeply 
touched the gopés’ hearts. 

Aside from being a name of Balaram, the word 
saìkarñaëa means to draw or attract. Srila Jiva 
Goswami comments that the use of the name 
Sankarshan in this verse implies that Baladev had 
attracted Krishna to appear in his mind and in this 
way he showed Krishna to the gopés. This is the 
inner purport of Balaram’s consoling Sri Krishna’s 
beloved girlfriends.

Another purport to this pastime is that if we 
want Krishna to return to Vrindavan, we have 
to take shelter of ädi-guru Balaram, the original 
spiritual master. Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami 
has described the importance of Balaram’s role:

Balaram has a plow in His hand and Krishna has a 
flute. First, cultivation is needed, karñaëa. Then all 
nasty weed-like things will be rooted out. The field 
of the heart, hådaya-kñetra, should be cultivated 
properly with the plow of Balaram. Then it becomes 
fertile and the seed of the devotional creeper, 
bhakti-latä, may be sown. ... After proper cultivation 
by Balaram’s plow, when the land is fertile,  

    

The original deities of Krishna Balaram worshiped by 
Mahaprabhu's associates Kunja Bhagavan Das and Chota 

Haridas at the Krishna Balaram Math, Saptasan Road, 
Jagannath Puri.

Krishna and Balaram herd cows in Vraja
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then the seed should be sown. When the seed sprouts 
and you develop prema-bhakti, then you will be 
attracted by Krishna’s flute. The flute represents 
äkarñaëa, attraction. (From the article, Plow and 
Flute, from “Sri Krishna Kathamrita Bindu” issue 5.)

In this pastime Balaram is teaching us that if we 
want to make our hearts Vrindavan so that Krishna 
will come to dwell there, we have to first accept 
the chastising plow of Sri Guru in the same way 
that the Yamuna was chastised by Baladev. Once 
a devotee’s heart is pure through this plowing, Sri 
Guru Balaram acts as Sankarshan and brings the 
devotee to Krishna. — MD ·

gArdener of the desire tree

Ray Shekhar

jagannätha miçrera sukåté-béja haite 
janamila gaura kalpa-taru nadéyäte 
yatane nitäi mälé sei taru sevila 
nänä çäkhä upaçäkhä täìhära ha-ila

In the town of Nadiya, the seed of Jagannath 
Mishra’s good fortune was born in the form of the 
desire tree known as Gaura. With great efforts, the 
gardener Nitai served this tree, and as a result it 
blossomed into various branches and sub-branches.

dharila tähäte adabhuta prema-phala 
rase paripürëa tähaì mädaka kevala 

änande nitäi mälé sei phala päòéyä 
déna-duùkhé jane deya duhäte viläïä

This desire tree bore wonderful fruits of love 
of Godhead, full of maddening ecstatic rasa. The 
gardener, Nitai, then picked these fruits and with 
his own hands distributed them to the fallen and 
distressed souls.

sei phalera rasa yena sudhäkara-sudhä 
yei jana cuñiyä khäya yäya täìra kñudhä 
äpani sei phala khäiyä nityänanda male 
unamatta haiyä näce mäthe kari òäli 
dhara neo neo bali sei phala viläya 
kevala vaïcita tähe ei çekhara räya

The ecstatic rasa of that fruit of love was just 
like the cooling rays of the moon. Anyone who 
tasted or ate that fruit was fully satisfied in all 
respects. The gardener, Lord Nityananda, first ate 
this fruit himself and then danced in a maddened 
state with a basket of those ecstatic fruits on his 
head, saying to everyone, “Come and take! Come 
and take!” He distributed those fruits to everyone, 
but the unfortunate Ray Shekhar alone missed 
the opportunity. ·

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Vaiñëava Padävalé, 
fourth edition, April 2010. Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna 
Mukhopadhyay. Published by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata.

Sri Pancha Tattva

U
n

kn
o

w
n

 a
rt

is
t.

 B
en

ga
li 

sc
h

o
o

l


	Highlights
	Association is the Beginning
	Mood of the Vaishnavas
	Bhakti is for Everyone
	Balaram’s Return to Vrindavan
	Gardener of The Desire Tree
	Publisher Information

