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GOING BEYOND APPRENTICESHIP

His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

The more you are engaged in devotional service, the
more your senses become pure or uncovered. And
when they are completely uncovered, without any
designations, then you are capable of serving Krishna.
Vaidhi-bhatktiis apprenticeship. Real bhakti, pard-bhak-
ti, is raganuga-bhakti. After surpassing vaidhi-bhakt,
we have to come to rdganuga-bhakti. In the material
world, if we do not try to make further progress in de-
votional service, if we are simply sticking to the Sdstric
regulation process and do not try to go beyond that,
we remain kanistha-adhikaris. The sastric process of
regulation is required. Without the séstric process you
cannot go to that platform. But if we only stick to the
sastric process and do not try to improve ourselves, we
remain kanistha-adhikaris. The sastric process is kani-
stha-adhikdra, the lowest stage of devotional service.

arcayam eva haraye pitjam yah Sraddhayehate
na tad-bhaktesu canyesu sa bhaktah prakrtah smriah

Generally, when people come to the temple they are
very devoted to the deity. They offer their respects, offer
flowers and other things, follow the regulated process, and
circumambulate. This is a nice beginning. But one hasto
goabove this. One has to know who is actually a devotee.
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His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

One has to do good for others. That is a madhyama-
adhifkari. If Tam satistied with only worshiping the deity
in the temple and following regulative principles, and I
have no other idea, then I am prakria-bhakta. Prakria
means on the material platform. Such a devotee can fall
down atany moment because he’s on the prakrtastage.
And prakyta means this gunamayi, prakyti, the three
modes of material nature. It is very strong.

Any devotee can fall down if he remains a prakria-
bhakia. He has to raise himself above this to the level of
madhyama-adhikdara. We are enjoying the interactions
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of the three modes of material nature and we are thinking
itto be spiritual. My guru-mahdrajaused to say that it is
like licking a bottle of honey. That is not real honey. You
have to open the bottle and experience the real honey,
then you'll get a taste. That is advancement of spiritual
knowledge. Srimad Bhdagavatam describes [3.25.25),
satam prasangan mama virya-samvido bhavanti hyt-
karna-rasayandah kathah— In the association of pure
devotees, discussion of the pastimes and activities of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead is very pleasing and
satisfying to the ear and the heart.

Therefore, if we do not associate with advanced devo-
tees, uttama-adhikaris, if we simply want to remain in
the lowest stage of devotional service, then we are not
making progress. Then we shall simply enjoy the mate-
rial field without entering into the spiritual platform. &

— From a lecture on Srimad Bhagavatam 1.2.33 in Vrindavan, 12
November 1972.

BuacAvATAM WITHIN
CHAITANYA CHARITAMRITA

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Saraswati Thakur

True well being will be available to the people of the
world only if they listen to the discourse on bhdgavata
from one who is himselfa person bhdgavata, whoislead-
ing the practical life of a true devotee without maintaining
the slightest attachment for the life of a karmi or the life
of a monistic j7iani. Even if all the books of the world
were to be burned, there would be no harm provided
one treatise was left— the Srimad Bhagavatam. Even if
thousands of learning centers were to be abolished, there
would be no feeling of inconvenience, provided the read-
ing and teaching of the Srimad Bhagavatam would be
continued. But what a wonder! What irony! This book of
books has been converted into a commodity for traffick-
ing! The course the world is taking is just the opposite of
the teaching Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu gave.

There is no other book in the world like the Sri-
mad Bhdgavatam. This is not mere tittle-tattle or an
exaggerated homage. If one reflects on it as a truly
impartial judge, one will realize that there has not
been, nor will there ever be a book like the Bhdga-
vatam. This book presents a gradual evolution of
conceptions of the absolute, from better to best, as
non-existent, denied, attributeless, neuter, masculine,
couple, consort by marriage, and, lastly, paramour.

Lord Narayana

Sri Krishna’s sports are described in the tenth canto.
What, then, is the necessity of the preceding nine
cantos? In them has been shown the deliberation
of these conceptions to prepare the ground for
introducing the main subject — the description of
Krishna’s transcendental sportive dalliances with
the gopis of Vraja, in the gopi-gita, etc., of the tenth
canto. There were many who had read the Srimad
Bhagavatam before Chaitanya Mahaprabhu came
into this world. However, the real purport and actual
object of the Srimad Bhagavatam is only compre-
hensible to those who have read it after reading the
Sri Caitanya-caritamyta. Sri Caitanya-caritamyta
was written by Sri Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami,
one of the chief followers of the line of Sri Rupa
Goswami. These persons have read the Srimad
Bhdgavatam inside of the Caitanya-caritamrta.
The unrefined ease-loving people who pretend to
be vaisnavas may read the Srimad Bhagavatam,
and the mercenary discoursers may explain it —
but according to the Sri Caitanya-caritamyta they
only misconstrue and cover the true meaning. Their
elucidation may please the mind of their readers and
hearers, but they only make the way to hell easier
to access for themselves and their admirers. %%

— From Sri Chaitanya’s Teachings. Edited by Sri Bhakti Vilas Tirtha
Goswami Maharaja. Sree Gaudiya Math. Madras. Page 238-241.
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FAITHFULNESS TO ONE’S GURU

Srila Narahari Sarkar Thakura’s
Sr7 Krsna-Bhajanamrta, verses 42-58

sakala-vaisnava eva guravah. tatra diksa-guravah
Siksa-guravas ca visesatah santi tayor eva karyam.

All vaisnavas are to be considered as gurus, spiritual
masters. Amongst all the vaisnavas, the initiating guru
(diksa-guru) and instructing guru (Siksa-guru) are
special. It is proper to offer these two a special level of
respect. The orders of these two are to be followed.

yadi tav alpa-balau tathapy anya-mahatam
mukhdc chiksa visesam jnatvapi gurave deyam. tad
eva gurusu pathaniyam na tu gurau helda kartavya,
yatha sneha-bhajana-putro ‘rthoparjanam pitre
dattva prarthya ca svayarir bhunkte. yadi svayam
aniya khadati, tatah kuputrah papi syat.

If one’s initiating spiritual master and instructing
spiritual master are of small spiritual potency, or in other
words, if they do not possess a special power to give
spiritual instructions on devotional service, then one may
listen from the mouth of other great advanced vaisna-
vas and understand the special instructions. However,
thereafter the disciple must go to his spiritual master for
his confirmation of those instructions. A faithful son goes
out to earn money, then brings the wealth gained to his
father, then later asks for some allowance from the father,
and whatever he receives from the father he is entitled to
spend for his own enjoyment. If a son earns money but
does not give it to the father and instead directly enjoys
the wealth, he is considered to be a fallen son and a sinful
person. Similarly, a disciple may hear some instructions
from another advanced vaisnava, but after gaining that
good instruction he must bring it and present it to his
own spiritual master. After presenting it, he should
hear the same teachings from his spiritual master with
appropriate instructions. A disciple who listens to the
words of other vaisnauvas, even if their instructions are
proper and true, but does not reconfirm those teach-
ings with his own spiritual master and instead directly,
personally accepts those instructions, is considered a
bad disciple and a sinner. In any case, one should not
disobey the order of the spiritual master.

tasmadt sarvatra vaisnavandm guroh samadhikarda

puja karya. tathdapi kaya-mano-vaRyair guror eva

sevanam kuryat. karya-kale parair guror ava-
helayam guror eva gurus tat-paksa eva grahyah.
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For this reason, in all circumstances all vai-
snavas are to be offered respect like one offers
respect to one’s spiritual master. However, with
body, mind and words one serves one’s own
spiritual master. In the performance of devotional
activities one can disregard the instructions of
other gurus, but one should not disregard one’s
own guru’s instructions. One should always re-
main faithfully with one’s own guru.

pasya, pasya, yatha pita gurus tathd tasya bhratda

grajo ‘nujah, pitur adhika-piijyo va pitus cedatmiya

eva vd, lathapi pituh pita-gurur api guruh, tasya piija
dvi-guniteti Sailt loka-prasiddha, atra yadi pitaram
karya-kale ete vrthaiva garhayanti, tarhi pataiva gu-
ruh, pituh paksa eva dsrayaniyas tad balenaiva jiva-
lambanam karyam. pitd gurur va pativ va nirguno pi

Ditjya eva. etesair balan mahadbhir jrianibhir va saha

vivaditavyar ke nama-janah pituh kalanke jivanti?

Kindly understand this by an example: Just as
one respects one’s father as a guru, the father’s
older and younger brothers are also similarly re-
spected, but, nonetheless, the father is worthy of
the most respect. Notwithstanding the above, if the
father’s guru, even if he is family related, comes,
one should double the respect, as he is the spiritual
father of the father, or the guru of the guru. He is
offered twice the prija or respect. This behavior is
recognized as appropriate by all authorities. Just
like in day to day life, even though the brothers
of the father may openly criticize him, one still
takes shelter of one’s father. Similarly, one remains
under the shelter of one’s own spiritual master,
even if the spiritual master is criticized by his el-
der or younger godbrothers. Just as one depends
upon one’s father for one’s livelihood, one must
depend upon the strength of the spiritual master
for advancing in devotional service. If a father
or spiritual master or husband is not possessed
of outstanding qualities, still he is always wor-
shipable. Taking shelter of the above-mentioned
persons, one may even disagree with those senior
to oneself. In this world, what kind of person is
there who can remain alive at the expense of his
father’s or guru’s defamation or disgrace?

balabalam khalu-jivanam sarve tad anumatam

eva guru-mukhad va sva-buddhya va vyavaharan-
1ti kramah, atmanam tad-dasye tada ganayanti.
esa eva paro dharmah.
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One should live his life on the strength of the
spiritual master. All authorities agree to this princi-
ple. Itis the duty of the disciple to hear instructions
from the guru and act on them after due contem-
plation. In all cases, one should always consider
himself the servant of the spiritual master. This is
certainly the perfection of religiosity. ¥k
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GREAT MISFORTUNE
Ramachandra Das

ha ha mora ki chara adrsta
yabe gaura prakatila, amara janama naila
teni muni adhama papistha

(Refrain) Alas! What has fate ordained for me? It brought
me something useless, like a pile of ashes! When Lord
Gaura manifested his pastimes, I was not born. There-
fore, I am the lowest and most sinful.
na herinu gauracanda,  nd herinu nityananda
na herinu advaita gosani
thakura sri-sarakara, na herinu pada tanva
na herinu Srivasa gadai
I could not see Lord Gaurachandra! I could not see
Nityananda and Adwaita Gosai! I could not see the
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Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu

lotus feet of Narahari Sarkar Thakur! I could not
see Shrivas and Gadadhar Pandit!
ki mora karmera lekhd,  se saba nahila dekhad
ekd ami kena janaminu
saba avatdra sara, Sri-gauranga avatara
na dekhinu kena na marinu

Due to my past karma, fate has ordained that I
would not see any of them. Why was I born alone
like this, away from them? I did not see Lord Gau-
ranga, the essence of all incarnations. Not having
seen them, why have I not died?
prabhura priya sva-gana, thdkura vamsi-vadana
suta-suta hao muni tara

ahe gaura nityananda,  tabe kena mati manda
ramacandra ati durdcara

I am the grandson of Vamshivadan Thakur, who
was a dear associate of the Lord. O Lord Gaura-
Nityananda! Why was the misbehaved fool Ram-
achandra Das not born then? &
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