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ApproAching KrishnA Through 
his represenTATive

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

Prabhupada: Tad viddhi praëipätena paripraçnena 
sevayä [Bg. 4.34]. Find someone who can instruct you. 
But you must surrender and not challenge. And sevä, 
you must render service. Then you can ask him and 
you will understand. But if you have no surrender and 
no service attitude — simply a challenging spirit — then 
you’ll never understand anything. That is not the pro-
cess. If you want to know, then you must find someone 
you can surrender to. Surrender means that you must 
render service to him, then you can ask him and he’ll 
give you knowledge — upadekñyanti te jïänaà. That 
is the process. Krishna wants surrender, so you have to 
surrender to his representative. Then you will know.

Guest: Can one not directly surrender to Krishna 
through his own feelings and heart?

Prabhupada: No. That is not the process. Chai-
tanya Mahaprabhu teaches, gopé-bhartuù pada-
kamalayor däsa-däsänudäsaù [Cc. madhya 13.80]. 
He wants to become the servant of the servant of the 
servant of the servant of the servant of Krishna. That 
is the process. If you want to know Krishna directly, 
it is not possible. Otherwise why does Krishna say, 
tad viddhi praëipätena paripraçnena sevayä [Bg. 
4.34]? And how can you directly approach Krishna?

Guest: By chanting his names, surrendering to him, 
feeling love for him, and doing service. Is that not ...?

Prabhupada: No. That is not the way. Krishna 
says, evaà paramparä-präptam imaà räjarñayo 
viduù [Bg. 4.2]. You have to accept the paramparä, 
disciplic succession. That is a challenge, not that, 
“I don’t want to surrender to anyone.”
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Guest: No, not challenge... I’m not saying... I mean ...

Prabhupada: No, it is not possible. Krishna himself 
accepted a guru. Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu accepted 
a guru. They are God himself. So how can you think: 
“I can approach Krishna without a guru?” You do not 
know who is guru. When you actually want Krishna 
seriously, then Krishna will give you a guru. Just like 
Dhruva Maharaja. He was advised by his mother, “Go 
to the forest, there you can see God.” So he went there. 
And when he was very serious, then Krishna sent him 
Narada Muni. If you are actually serious about getting 
Krishna, then Krishna will send you his representative 
and he will take charge of you. That is the process. If 
you do not find a guru, that means that Krishna is not 
yet pleased, because you are not serious. Just like when 
you become serious to study any subject matter, you will 
search out some college or institution. You cannot pur-
chase the books and read at home and become an expert 
engineer. No. That is not the process. Therefore the Vedic 
knowledge is called çruti. Tad-vijïänärthaà sa gurum 
eväbhigacchet, çrotriyaà brahma-niñöham — To learn 
transcendental subject matter, one must approach a 
spiritual master who is expert in the Vedic conclusion 
and is firmly devoted to the Absolute Truth. [Muëòaka 
Upaniñad 1.2.12]. So we have to hear by paramparä 
system. You attend the lectures of a professor because 
he has heard. He has listened to the same instructions 
from his professor. You don’t go to a professor who 
has never gone to school. Just as material knowledge is 
received by paramparä, similarly, spiritual knowledge 
is received also by paramparä. Krishna says, evaà 
paramparä-präptam imaà räjarñayo viduù — “This 
supreme science was received through the chain of 
disciplic succession, and the saintly kings understood it 
in that way [Bg. 4.2].” By paramparä system. ·

— Room conversation, 11 September 1972. Arlington, Texas.

cheATing BhAjAn
Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja

Sometimes some pride may come and one may 
think, “I am a vaiñëava.” Bhaktivinode Thakur 
mahäjana has sung in Kalyäëa-kalpataru (3.2.8):

‘ämi ta’ vaiñëava’       e buddhi ha-ile 
amäné nä ha’ba ämi

pratiñöäçä äsi’          hådaya düñibe, 
ha-iba niraya-gämé

If I think that I am a vaiñëava then I shall look for-
ward to receiving respect from others. If the desires 

for fame and reputation pollute my heart then I shall 
certainly descend into hell. 

The moment the thought, “I am a vaiñëava,” enters 
your mind is a most dangerous moment. When that 
thought comes you cannot become amäni, you 
cannot offer respect to one and all. You will demand 
respect and thereby run after name, fame and pres-
tige. Then your heart will be polluted. If you keep this 
thought in your heart you will go to hell. Therefore 
Mahaprabhu has taught us in his Çikñäñöaka (3):

tåëäd api sunécena taror iva sahiñëunä 
amäninä mäna-dena kértanéyaù sadä hariù

Be humbler than a blade of grass in the street. 
Be as tolerant as a tree. Don’t demand respect. 
Rather, offer respect to one and all. Then you can 
do hari-bhajana. If you don’t possess these quali-
ties you cannot do hari-bhajana. 

This cannot be practiced artificially. It is a natural 
thing. If you do it artificially it will be hypocrisy. Krishna 
is in your heart. He knows what you are whispering 
in your heart, what thoughts are there in your mind. 
You cannot cheat Him. How many days can you act 
artificially? Mahaprabhu teaches this, and Srila Kaviraj 
Goswami, one of the dearest devotees of Sriman Ma-
haprabhu, says, “Make a garland of this verse, put it 
around your neck, and do hari-bhajana.” Otherwise 
you are not doing hari-bhajana. Your bhajana will be 
kevala kaitava, only cheating. 

This material world is such a dreadful, dangerous, 
nasty place. Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Goswami Prab-
hupada has said, “This is not at all a fit place for any 
gentleman to live.” In such a dangerous situation, who 
will save us? The dear devotees of Sriman Mahaprabhu, 
the gauòéya-vaiñëava-äcäryas, are our saviors.

Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.26.32 states:

nimajjyonmajjatäà ghore 
bhaväbdhau paramäyaëam

santo brahma-vidaù çäntä 
naur dåòheväpsu majjatäm

The devotees of the Lord, peacefully fixed in absolute 
knowledge, are the ultimate shelter for those who are 
repeatedly rising and falling within the fearful ocean of 
material life. Such devotees are just like a strong boat that 
comes to rescue persons who are at the point of drowning. 

This material world is known as bhava-sägara, 
the dreadful ocean of material existence. We have 
been drowning here for millions of lives and are in 
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need of a strong boat. That strong boat is the brah-
ma-vidaù-sädhus, the gauòéya-vaiñëava-äcäryas.

One should understand that this material world is 
duùkhälayam açäçvatam — a temporary, illusory world 
full of unlimited miseries. Pade pade vipadäà — at 
every step there is danger. But those who are fortunate 
enough to have accepted the lotus feet of a mahad-guru, 
a dear devotee of Sriman Mahaprabhu, are protected. 
Such gurus teach how to serve Krishna. Srila Rupa Go-
swami states in his Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu (1.1.11):

anyäbhiläñitä-çünya jïäna-karmädy-anävåtam 
änukülyena kåñëänu-çélanaà bhaktir uttamä

When first-class devotional service develops one must be 
devoid of all material desires, knowledge obtained by mo-
nistic philosophy, and fruitive action. The devotee must 
constantly serve Krishna favorably, as Krishna desires.

Srila Rupa Goswami teaches what is uttama-bhakti, real 
bhakti, the best type of bhakti. The phrase änukülyena 
kåñëänuçélanam is most important and significant. In 
English you say, “to serve Krishna favorably,” but that is 
not sufficient to understand this verse. What does it mean 
to serve Krishna favorably? To serve Krishna in such a way 
that Krishna will be pleased. His pleasure is the only re-
quirement in our life. We are jévera ‘svarüpa’ haya kåñëera 
‘nitya-däsa’ — as His eternal servants, our duty is to render 
loving service to Krishna [Cc. madhya 20.108]. Serving 
Krishna with pure love means to serve without expecting 
anything in return. If you want something from Krishna in 
return for your service, that is not service. ·

— From The Worship of Sri Guru. Gopal Jiu Publications. Bhu-
baneswar, India. 2000.

KrishnA KAThA is Life
From the Life of Jayadev Goswami

Padmavati, sometimes called Padma, was the wife of 
Jayadev Goswami, the famous author of Géta-govinda. It 
is said that once Padma was visiting with the queen of the 
gajapati king of Puri. Knowing that Padmavati was cent-
per-cent dedicated to her beloved husband, the queen, 
deciding to joke with Padma, told her that Jayadev had 
unexpectedly passed away while he was praying in the 
temple of Lord Jagannath. Much to everyone’s shock, as 
soon as she heard these words, Padmavati, feeling great 
separation from her devotee husband, clutched her heart and 
suddenly fell to the ground lifeless. The king was informed, 
and he called for Jayadev to tell him the sad news concern-
ing the mischief of his queen. To his surprise, Jayadev didn’t 

seem disturbed. He merely asked to be taken to the remains 
of his wife. When brought before the body of Padmavati, 
Jayadev began sweetly singing a line from Géta-govinda: 
priye cäru-çéle muïca mayi mänam anidänaà — “My 
beloved, O graceful one, give up this causeless aversion.” 
This line is part of the tenth sarga of Jayadev’s Géta-govinda. 
It was sung by Krishna to Srimati Radharani when he was 
once trying to soothe her sulky pique. 

Hearing Jayadev reciting this line, Padmavati 
regained her external senses, got up, and began 
singing the song with Jayadev.

By bringing Padmavati back to life in this man-
ner, Jayadev brought further meaning to the gopés’ 
statement to Krishna in Bhägavatam (10.31.9) tava 
kathämåtaà tapta-jévanaà — [Oh Krishna,] the 
nectar of your kathä bestows life. ·

— Adapted from Asutosh Nayak’s. Bhaktara Jagannätha. Pub-
lished by Sri Govinda Charan Patra, Orissa Book Store. Cuttack. 
1998. Oriya. Translated by Balaram Avatar Das.

Padmavati and Jayadev
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prAyers To The supreme  
spiriTuAL mAsTer
Çri-Kåñëäñöakaà 2

by Adi Shankaracharya

vasudeva-sutaà devaà kaàsa-cäëüra-mardanam 
devaké-paramänandaà kåñëaà vande jagad-gurum

To the Supreme Lord and spiritual master, Krish-
na, the son of Vasudeva, the greatest transcendental 
joy of Devaki, and the crusher of demons like Ka-
msa and Chanura, I offer my respectful obeisances.

atasé-puñpa-saàkäçaà hära-nüpüra-çobhitam 
ratna-kaìkaëa-keyüraà kåñëaà vande jagad-gurum

To the supreme spiritual master Krishna, whose bodily 
hue resembles an atasé (flax) flower, and who is beauti-
fully adorned with various garlands, jewel-studded anklets, 
armlets and necklaces, I offer my respectful obeisances.

kuöilälaka-saàyuktaà pürëa-candra-nibhänanam 
vilasat-kuëòala-dharaà kåñëaà vande jagad-gurum

To the supreme spiritual master Krishna, who 
is adorned with curly tresses of hair and dazzling 
earrings that decorate his resplendent full moon-
like beautiful face, I offer my respectful obeisances.

mandära-gandha-saàyuktaà cäru-häsaà caturbhujam 
barhi-picchäva-cüòäìgam kåñëaà vande jagad-gurum

To the supreme spiritual master Krishna, who 
sometimes appears in a four-handed form as Vä-
sudeva, and who has an enchanting smile, a deco-
ration of peacock-feathers on his head, and a body 
exhibiting the fragrance of the mandära (hibiscus) 
flower, I offer my respectful obeisances.

utphulla-padma-paträkñaà néla-jémüta-sannibham 
yädavänäà çiroratnaà kåñëaà vande jagad-gurum

To the supreme spiritual master Krishna, the 
crest jewel of the Yadava dynasty, who has eyes 
resembling petals of a fully-bloomed lotus flower 
and a bodily hue exactly like a fresh blue monsoon 
cloud, I offer my respectful obeisances.

rukmiëé-keli-saàyuktaà pétämbara su-çobhitam 
aväpta tulasé-gandhaà kåñëaà vande jagad-gurum

To the supreme spiritual master Krishna, who has 
attained the fragrance of tulasé * and is decorated with 
beautiful yellow garments, enjoying variegated pastimes 
with Rukmini Devi, I offer my respectful obeisances.

[* Translators note: The word “attained” has been used 
because Krishna’s bodily fragrance is originally like that 
of a mandära flower (as indicated in verse 4), but due to 
constant contact with tulasé leaves, this fragrance has been 
overpowered, just like the fragrance of the sugandharäja 
(gardenia) flower overpowers all others in the night.]

gopikänäà kuca-dvanda kuàkumäìkita vakñasam 
çréniketaà maheñväsaà kåñëaà vande jagad-gurum

To the supreme spiritual master Krishna, the abode 
of Lakshmi Devi, the mighty bowman, and he whose 
chest carries vermilion marks imprinted from the 
breasts of the gopés, I offer my respectful obeisances.

çrévatsäìkaà mahoraskaà vanamälä-viräjitam 
çaìkha-cakra-dharaà-devaà kåñëaà vande jagad-gurum

To the supreme spiritual master Krishna, who has 
a broad chest decorated with the çrévatsa jewel, a 
splendid garland of forest flowers around his neck, 
and who bears the conch shell and discus in his 
hands, I offer my respectful obeisances.

kåñëäñöakam-idaà punyaà prätar-utthäya yaù paöhet 
koöi-janma kåtaà päpaà smaraëena vinañyati

Anyone who meditates on Lord Krishna by reciting 
these Kåñëäñöakam prayers at dawn will have all the sins 
committed in millions of previous lives destroyed. ·

— Translated by Bhakta Harshad Marathe from the Sanskrit at: 
www.stutimandal.com
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