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THE Most GENEROUS LORD SHIVA
His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Lord Shiva is a celebrated demigod who
awards gifts to beggars. His name is
therefore Ashutosh, one who
A% is pleased very easily. He is
2 also called Bhutanath, the
lord of the common folk, who
are mainly attached to him be-
cause of his munificent gifts,
which he gives even without
consideration of the aftereffects. Ravan was
very attached to Lord Shiva, and by easily
pleasing him, Ravan became so powerful
that he wanted to challenge the authority
of Lord Rama. Of course, Ravan was never
helped by Lord Shiva when he fought with
Rama, the Supreme Personality of Godhead
and the Lord of Lord Shiva. To Vrikasur,
Lord Shiva awarded a benediction that was
not only awkward but also disturbing. Vri-
kasur became empowered, by the grace of
Lord Shiva, to break anyone’s head simply
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by touching it. Although this was awarded
by Lord Shiva, the cunning fellow wanted
to make an experiment of the power by
touching the head of Lord Shiva. Thus the
lord had to take shelter of Vishnu to save
himself from trouble, and Lord Vishnu,
by his illusory potency, asked Vrikasur to
make an experiment with his own head. The
fellow did it and was finished himself, and so
the world was saved from all sorts of trouble
by such a cunning beggar of the demigods.
The excellent point is that Lord Shiva never
denies anyone any sort of gift. He is therefore
the most generous, although sometimes some
kind of a mistake is made. &

— Purport to Bhag 1.12.23.

APPROACHING THE BHAGAVAT
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada
From a lecture on 14 August 1935

When a conditioned soul realizes that he is
a fragmental part of the Supreme Lord, his
aversion towards the service of the Lord will
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transform into tranquility, and his pure intel-
ligence will be engaged in the unalloyed service
of the Lord. Thereafter he will no longer want to
wander in the transient world with his internal
and external bodies. Being devoid of all sorts
of bewilderment, a free soul knows his actual
position of being a devotee of Sri Krishna and
becomes a listener, reader, and follower of the
sacred text of Srimad Bhagavatam. Thus he is
established in the external devotional path.

One cannot attain salvation without devo-
tion. Therefore one has to follow the path of de-
votional service. After hearing the Bhigavat, one
has to read it and should think it over. Therein
are the concepts of knowledge, austerity, and
devotion mixed with inaction. When one lis-
tens, reads, and practices Srimad Bhagavat with
devotion, he will attain salvation.

This unalloyed evidence, Srimad Bhagavatam,
is very dear to the wvaisnava devotees. Discus-
sion on vedic scriptures should be in the line
of Srimad Bhagavatam. If someone discusses
the upanisads like I3a, Kena, and Katha, and the
kalpas like Siksakalpa, grammar, jyotisa, etc.,
he can remember the Lord. Otherwise all of
one’s endeavor will be converted into material
knowledge. One cannot realize the Bhagavat by
his acquired knowledge.

Those who are striving hard to obtain the four
human objectives dharma, artha, kima and moksa,
do not get any result by reading the Bhagavat.
Only those who are desirous for krsna-prema,
which is the paricama-purusartha, the fifth and
highest human objective, can acquire the fruits
of reading the Bhagavat. The need to read Srimad
Bhagavatam arises when krsna-prema is regarded
as the highest goal of life. &

— Nectarian Advice of Sri Srimad Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami
Prabhupad Thakur Regarding Bhagavata. Sri Nityananda Book Trust,
Sri Krishna Chaitanya Mission. Visakhapatnam. No date.

SHIVA IS THE GREATEST

DEVOTEE OF KRISHNA
Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja

After being amply harassed by Lord Vishnu's
potency in the form of Mohini Murti, Lord Shiva
resumed his normal, unagitated condition. This is
the position of a devotee. As confirmed in Bhaga-
vad-gita (6.22), yasmin sthito na duhkhena gurunapi
vicalyate — because of his full faith in the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, a devotee is never agitated,
even in the greatest trials. This tolerance is possible
only for the first-class devotees, of whom Lord
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Shambhu is one. In Brhad Bhagavatamyta, Brahmaji
says to Narada, "O Narada, I have not seen anyone
more dear to the Lord than Shiva. Shivaji is always
absorbed in the nectarean mellow emanating from
the lotus feet of Lord Krishna. This is described in
Caitanya-caritamrta (adi 6.80-81):

krsna-preme unmatta, vihvala digambara
nirantara kahe Siva, ‘muiii krsna-dasa’

Shiva says, "I am Krishna’s servant." Always im-
mersed in krsna—prema, he dances the tandava-nrtya
so ecstatically that the whole universe trembles.
Shivaji never runs after the four purusarthas, dharma,
artha, kima, and moksa — religiosity, economic devel-
opment, sense gratification and liberation. He has
given these things up. Shiva is a mad fellow. You
see his form — he has put on a garland of bones, a
garland of snakes, and has smeared ashes all over
his body. He is a naked fellow with matted hair.
He has renounced all material enjoyment. He is a
mad fellow, always intoxicated and moving about.
Lord Shiva carries the Ganges, which is emanating
from the toe of Lord Hari, on his head, on his mat-
ted hair. Shivaji is the greatest devotee of Krishna
— vaispavanarii yatha sambhuh [Bhag. 12.13.16]. He
has two types of mercy, sakapata-krpa, mercy with
cheating; and niskapata-krpa, mercy without duplic-
ity. The vaisnavas, dear devotees of Lord Krishna,
Vishnu, worship Lord Shiva and get his niskapata-
krpa. The demons want material opulence, name,
fame, prestige, and material position. They also wor-
ship Lord Shiva and they get Lord Shiva’s sakapata-
krpa. Shiva gives them all these material things. But
he doesn’t accept those things for himself.

In Brhad Bhagavatamyta (1.2.86) Brahma says
to Narada:

krsnic chivasya bhedeksa maha-dosa-karl mata
ago bhagavata svasmin ksamyate na Sive krtam

"One should not differentiate Lord Shiva from
Lord Vishnu or Krishna. Krishna may excuse one
who has committed offenses to his lotus feet. But he
never excuses one who has committed an offense
at the lotus feet of Lord Shiva. Therefore it is said,
vaisnavanarit yatha sambhuh — Shiva is vaisnava-
agraganya, the greatest vaisnava.

Many times Krishna has saved Shivaji from dan-
gers. There is always fighting between the demons
and demigods. Sometimes the demons achieve vic-
tory, and sometimes the demigods achieve victory.
Being harassed by the demigods, the demons once
went to Maya Danava and took shelter of him. Being
a great mystic, Maya Danava created three residences
that were like three big airplanes made of gold, silver
and iron, and all the demons took shelter there. Thus
the demons became unconquerable and the demi-
gods were defeated. The demigods took shelter of
Lord Shiva. Shiva took up his bow and arrow and
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fought vigorously against the demons and killed
many of them. Then Maya Danava created a big
pot of heavenly nectar. Whatever demons were
killed by Shiva, Maya Danava was bringing them
and putting them in the pot of nectar and they were
again becoming alive. The more Shivaji was killing
them, the more they were all again coming to life.
Shiva found himself helpless, "What shall I do?"
Shiva was in danger. Then Lord Krishna thought,
"Oh, my dear devotee is in danger. I shall help him."
Krishna then assumed the form of a cow and made
Brahmaji a calf. Both of them went at noontime to
that big pot of nectar and drank all of it. There were
security guards guarding the pot, but they said, "A
cow and calf are pure. They should not be killed.
By Krishna’s daivi-mayd, his energy, they became
enchanted. Then Shivaji killed all the demons and
the demigods became victorious. In this way Shivaji
was protected by Krishna. &

— From a Bhagavatam lecture. 15 March 1992. Bhubaneswar.

PURE VAISHNAVAS
Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode

What is the nature of a pure devotee?

Simplicity, determination, and one-pointedness
are the characteristics of a pure devotee. He never
approves of any topic thatis opposed to devotional
service just to keep people happy; the pure devotees
are always neutral. (Sajjana-tosani 8/10)

What is the character of a vaisnava? Who is
qualified to be called a vaisnava?

The character of a vaisnava is sinless and no
part of his character is fit for hiding. Simplic-
ity is the life of a vaisnava. He always teaches
others by setting his own examples. Unless
his character is pure he is not fit to be called a
vaisnava. (Sajjana-tosani 5/10)

— From S17 Bhaktivinoda Vant Vaibhava, chapter 26. Compiled by and with ques-
tions by Sri Sundarananda Vidyavinode Das. Translated by Sri Bhumipati Das.

Published by Sri Iswara Das and Touchstone Media. Vrindavan. 2002.

THE GLORIES OF

BHUTESHWAR M AHADEV

_ Srila Rupa Goswami’s
Sri Mathura Mahatmya 221-224

mathurayari ca deva tvam ksetra-palo bhavisyasi
tvayi drste maha-deva mama ksetra-phalatin labhet

[Krishna to Lord Shiva:] O Deva, you will
be the protector of Mathura. O Mahadeva, a
person who sees you will attain the result of
seeing my own abode.
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nirvana-khande —

yatra bhiitesvaro devo moksadah papinam api
mama priyatamo nityawm deva bhiiteSvarah parah

In the Nirvana-khanda it is said: In Mathura
resides Lord Bhuteshwar, who grants libera-
tion even to the sinful. This Bhuteshwar deity
is very dear to me.

katharir va mayi bhaktiri sa labhate papa-piirusah

yo madiyam parar bhaktari Sivam sampiijayen na hi
How can a sinful person who tries to wor-

ship me but will not worship Lord Shiva attain

devotion to me?

man-maya-mohita-dhiyah prayas te manavadhamah

bhiitesvararin na smaranti na namanti stuvanti va
The lowest of men, who are bewildered by

my maya, will not meditate on, bow down be-
fore, and offer prayers to Lord Bhuteswar. &

Bibliography

— Rupa Goswami, 517 Mathurd Mahatmya. English translation by
Bhumipati Das. Rasbihari Lal & Sons. Vrindavan.

— Bhaskar Uma. Mathura Mahatma. Sanskrit with Hindi transla-
tion. Vrindavan Research Institute. Vrindavan. 1994.

SHIvA CHANTS KRISHNA-NAMA
Brahma-vaivarta Purana 1.17.33-35

Lord Shiva spoke to the devas about the glories
of chanting Krishna's names:

adhuna pafica-vaktrena yan nama-guna-kirtanam
gayan bhramami sarvatra nihsprhah sarva-karmasu

With my five faces I chant his name and
qualities while I wander everywhere without
involving myself in anything.

matto yati ca mytyus ca yan nama-guna-kirtanam
$asvaj japantari tan nama dystod myrtyuh paldyate

Because I continue to recite his name and
qualities, death has not reached me. Death runs
away from that person who chants his name.

sarva brahmanda-sarithartapy ahar mytyufijayabhidhah
suciram tapasa yasya guna-namanukirtanat
By reciting his name and qualities while
performing austerities for a long time, I have
achieved the power to destroy all the universes
and have conquered even death. &
Bibliography

— Brahma-vaivarta Purana. Sanskrit with English translation.
Parimal Publications. 2001. Delhi.

— Brahma-vaivarta Purana. Published by Sri Natavara Chakra-
vati. Calcutta. Sanskrit in Bengali characters. 1827.
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THE MERCIFUL LORD NITYANANDA
A Gaudiya poet named Krishna Das
(Sri-raga)
adosa darasi mora prabhu nityananda
na bhajinu hena prabhura caranaravinda
My Lord Nityananda doesn’t see anyone’s
faults, yet I didn’t worship his lotus feet!
haya re na jani mui kemana asura
paiia na bhajinu hena dayara thakura
Alas, I did not know! What a demon I was!

I did not achieve the worship of Nityananda
Prabhu, the personification of mercy!

haya re abhagara prana ki sukhe achaha
nitai baliya kena mariya na yaha
O my unfortunate heart, will you ever be-
come happy? Why don’t you call out, "Nitai!",
and die?
nitdira karuna suni pasana milaya
haya re daruna hiya na darabe taya
When they hear of Lord Nitai’s mercy, even
the stones melt. O my cruel heart, you do not
melt when you hear his glories!
nitai caitanya aparadha nahi mane
yare tare nija prema-bhakti kare dane
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Nitai and Chaitanya don’t take offense, yet
give the gift of ecstatic love.

tara nama la-ite na gale mora hiya
krsna-dasa kahe mui bada abhagiya

Alas! The Lord’s holy name does not reside
in my throat or in my heart! Krishna Das says,
"l am very unfortunate!" s

Bibliography
— Songs of the Vaisnava Acaryas. Collected and translated by Sri
Kusakratha Das. Unpublished.

—Gaura-pada-tarangini edited by Jagadbandhu Bhadra. Sri Gau-
ranga Press. Calcutta. 1931. Bengali. Page 95.

KRrisHNA’s EcstaTiC TOUCH

Srila Rupa Goswami’s
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu southern division 3.34

harsad, yatha sri-dasame (10.30.10) —

kirin te krtar ksiti tapo bata kesavarghri-
sparsotsavotpulakitanga-ruhair vibhasi

apy anghri-sambhava urukrama-vikramad va
aho varaha-vapusah parirambhanena

The following from Srimad Bhagavatam
(10.30.10) is an example of romarica, stand-
ing of the hairs on end, arising from harsa,
jubilation:

Translator's note: When Sri Krishna disap-
peared from the rasa dance, the gopis were
searching for him from forest to forest. Seeing
the smooth grass sprouted from the earth, they
believed the earth to be exhibiting symptoms
of ecstatic horripilation (romarica), and in-
quired as follows:

"O mother earth, what austerity did you
perform to attain the touch of Lord Keshava’s
lotus feet, which has brought you such great
joy that your bodily hairs are standing on end?
You appear very beautiful in this condition.
Was it during the Lord’s current appearance
that you acquired this ecstatic symptom, or
was it perhaps much earlier, when he stepped
upon you in his form of the dwarf Vamanadeyv,
or even earlier, when he embraced you in his
form of the boar Varahadev?" &

Bibliography

— Srila Rupa Goswami. Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu. Unknown
translator. Found in the Vaisnava Folio Archives. Compiled by
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