
































have assumed a different form and have joined you. Thus 
you see me here. Actually, you are never separated from 
Krishna. Unaware of this you are experiencing distress. 
Previously the gopés also felt the pain of separation when 
Akrura came here. [I experienced how] Uddhava spoke 
to the gopés and remedied that pain. If you good women 
were to meet the same Uddhava then you could surely 
achieve eternal enjoyment with your beloved.”

Very eager to regain the association of their dearmost, 
Krishna’s wives further inquired from the placid Kalindi, 
“O friend, you are most fortunate to not be feeling deprived 
of your beloved. Because your life is so successful we want 
to be your maidservants. If we could only find Uddhava, 
everything we desire would be achieved. So please tell us, 
dear Kalindi, how can we meet him?”

Kalindi said, “As he was departing this world, Krishna 
instructed Uddhava to stay at Badari in the Himalayas. 
There, Uddhava is present in his manifest form, teach-
ing spiritual wisdom to the world. But earlier Krishna 
granted him Vraja-bhumi with all its secrets as the land 
of his perfection. Even now at the gopés’ place near 
Govardhan Hill, Uddhava is present in an unseen way 
in the form of sprouting plants and creepers, eager to 
obtain dust touched by the gopés.

fter Krishna’s disappearance from this world, his 
queens came to Vraja where Vajranabh, Krishna’s 

great-grandson, was protecting them. One day, while be-
ing tormented by the pain of separation from Krishna, 
they noticed that their co-wife Kalindi was happy. 
Without succumbing to jealousy, they inquired from 
her, “You are a wife of Krishna just like the rest of us. 
We, however, are distressed by the misery of separation 
while you are not. Please explain this.”

Uddhava’s Remedy

Kalindi smiled and told them, “Sri Radhika is the 
very self of self-satisfied Krishna. It is on the strength 
of being situated in her service that the 
pain of separation does not affect us. 
All of Krishna’s consorts are her partial 
expansions. His eternal pleasures go on 
by virtue of her being present. He is she, 
and she is he. His flute is the very form 
of their love. [I served Radha Krishna 
in Vrindavan as the Yamuna 
river and] eager to continue 
serving the two of them, I 
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KiRtan at GovaRdhan

In the company of Maharaja Parikshit and Va-
jranabh, the queens set out to find Uddhava. In the 
Vrindavan forest, not far from Govardhan, by the lake 
known as Kusum Sarovar, they began a great festival of 
kåñëa-saìkértana. That kértana was tumultuous. Feeling 
great separation from Krishna, everyone emotionally 
sang poems and devotional songs and played on véëäs, 
flutes and mådaìgas. The kértana was so splendid that 

devotion to Krishna. Indeed, your mind is merged com-
pletely in the festival of kåñëa-saìkértana. By the favor 
of fortune you have inspired pure love in Krishna’s 
wives and in Vajranabh. Among all the inhabitants 
of Dwarka, these queens are without a doubt the most 
fortunate. The Lord ordered Arjuna to settle them in 
Vraja. Under the influence of Krishna’s yogamäyä po-
tency these queens have forgotten themselves and are 
suffering anxiety caused by separation from Krishna. 
Unless Krishna becomes visible to them, none of them 
will regain their proper consciousness. But Krishna 
has wound up his pastimes and is no longer externally 
manifest in this world. That time is finished, and now 
we have entered a different age. However, listen and I 
will tell you another way. He can be visible through the 
Çrémad Bhägavatam.

the pastimes of Krishna, the beloved of Vrishabhanu’s 
daughter, seemed to become manifest. Suddenly, as eve-
ryone watched, Uddhava came out of a grove of bushes 
and creepers. He wore a flower garland, had a dark-
blue complexion, and wore a yellow garment. Wearing 
a necklace of guïjä berries, he was constantly singing 
about the darling of the cowherd girls. With his arrival, 
the saìkértana festival reached a peak of splendor. He 
glowed like a jewel embedded in a crystal tower caught 
in the rays of the moon. Seeing him, they all became 
submerged in an ocean of joy and forgot everything else. 
After a moment they regained their external awareness. 
Observing that Uddhava’s appearance was exactly like 
Sri Krishna’s, they worshiped him. They thought that 
now their cherished desire was fulfilled.

Finding all of them absorbed in kåñëa-kértana, Ud-
dhava offered his respects. He then embraced Maharaja 
Parikshit and addressed him. Uddhava said, “O king, 
you are most fortunate. You are always full in exclusive 

Deity of Uddhava at Kusum Sarovar, said  
to have been established about 5,000 years  
ago by Vrajanabh, Krishna’s great-grandson

Kusam Sarovar

Temple at Surabhi Van by  
Govinda Kund at Govardhan Hill
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the GloRioUs BhaGavatam

çrémad-bhägavataà çästraà yatra bhägavatair yadä 
kértyate çrüyate cäpi çré-kåñëas tatra niçcitam

Wherever and whenever devotees of Bhagavan recite 
and listen to the scripture Çrémad Bhägavatam, there 
for certain Sri Krishna is present. (3.12)

çrémad-bhägavataà yatra çlokaà çlokärdham eva ca 
taträpi bhagavän kåñëo ballavébhir viräjate

Wherever a single verse or even half a verse of Çrémad 
Bhägavatam is heard, the Personality of Godhead 
Krishna shines forth along with the gopés. (3.13)

bhärate mänavaà janma präpya bhägavataà na yaiù 
çrutaà päpa-parädhénair ätma-ghätas tu taiù kåtaù

Those who have taken a human birth in the land of 
Bharat but have not heard the Bhägavatam are slaves 
of sin and commit spiritual suicide. (3.14)

çrémad-bhägavataà çästraà nityaà yaiù parisevitam 
pitur mätuç ca bhäryäyäù kula-paìktiù su-täritä

The fathers, mothers, wives and whole family lines 
of those who regularly serve the scripture Çrémad 
Bhägavatam are all easily delivered from material 
existence. (3.15)

vidyä-prakäço vipräëäà räjïäà çatru-jayo viçäm 
dhanaà svästhyaà ca çüdräëäà çrémad-bhägavatäd bhavet

On the strength of Çrémad Bhägavatam, brähmaëas 
develop wisdom, kings conquer their enemies, vaiçyas 
gain wealth, and çüdras become prosperous. (3.16)

yoñitäm apareñäà ca sarva-väïchita-püraëam 
ato bhägavataà nityaà ko na seveta bhägyavän

Women and others obtain everything they desire. Thus, 
what fortunate person would fail to regularly serve the 
Bhägavatam? (3.17)

aneka-janma-saàsiddheù çrémad-bhägavataà labhet 
prakäço bhagavad-bhakter udbhavas tatra jäyate

As the perfection of many lifetimes one may obtain 
Çrémad Bhägavatam. In it the revelation of devotion 
to the Supreme Lord is born. (3.18)

BRahma, vishnU and shiva

Uddhava continued, “In the past, Brihaspati received 
Çrémad Bhägavatam by the grace of Sankhyayan, and 
Brihaspati gave it to me. Because of this I have become 
dear to Krishna. Now, O Vishnurata, [A name for Ma-
haraja Parikshit meaning “one who is always protected 
by Vishnu”.] hear from me a narration I heard from Bri-
haspati. From this account you can understand the dis-
ciplic succession of this Vedic text, the Bhägavatam. 

“Sri Brihaspati said, ‘When Krishna, assuming the form 
of the Lord of mäyä, the puruña, glanced at her, Brahma, 
Vishnu and Shiva appeared along with the modes of pas-
sion, goodness and ignorance. These three persons rose up 
and the Lord assigned them their responsibilities to work 
for generation, protection and destruction. Brahma then 
took another birth from the lotus growing from the Lord’s 
navel and inquired from the Lord. 

“‘Sri Brahma said, “O Narayan, original person, su-
preme soul! My obeisances unto you. You have engaged 

Sri Sri Radha Uddhava Bihari, at Uddhava Kund.  
These deities are said to have been established about 

5,000 years ago by Vrajanabh, Krishna’s great-grandson

Uddhava Kund (above) and Kusum Sarovar are  
part of the same area where Uddhava is said  
to have spoken Bhägavatam to the queens
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me in creating. By remembrance of you and by your mercy, 
O master, may the sinful mode of passion not obstruct 
me.”’

“Sri Brihaspati said, ‘When at that time, long ago, the 
Personality of Godhead taught him Çrémad Bhägavatam, he 
told him, “Dear Brahma, serve this scripture to achieve your 
perfection.” Most pleased, Brahma took the Bhägavatam and 
instituted the constant performance of the seven-day recital 
for achieving Krishna and destroying the seven coverings of 
material existence. Attaining all his desires by observing the 
seven-day recital of Çrémad Bhägavatam, Brahma expands 
the creation regularly, week after week, again and again. 

“‘Vishnu also prayed to the Supreme Person for 
achieving his personal goal, since the Lord had ap-
pointed him to maintain those who are born into the 
universe. Sri Vishnu said, “O Lord, as is fit, I am going 
to protect the universe’s progeny by the paths of fruitive 
work and renunciation motivated by the goals of good 
karma and knowledge. Whenever, in the course of time, 
the principles of religion will decline, I will re-establish 

dharma by various incarnations. I will bestow the sure 
fruits of sacrifices and other works to those who hanker 
for sense gratification, and the five kinds of liberation to 
the renunciants who desire them. But how can I main-
tain those who do not want even liberation? How will I 
maintain goddess Sri and myself? Please tell me.”

“‘That original person then taught Vishnu the Çrémad 
Bhägavatam. He told him, “Study this scripture to achieve 
all your goals.” Hearing that, Vishnu felt satisfied in his 
heart and became competent to maintain the living be-
ings for their ultimate success. In the company of goddess 
Sri he remembered the Bhägavatam month after month. 
When Vishnu himself is the speaker and Lakshmi is 
intent on listening, the hearing of the Bhägavatam is 
completed in one month. When Lakshmi herself is the 
speaker and Vishnu is eager to hear, the relishing of the 
book takes two months. Then it is especially wonderful. 
When Vishnu can properly assume his responsibilities, 
Lakshmi’s mind becomes free from worry. Thus she is 
seen constantly relishing the Bhägavatam.

“‘Then Rudra, appointed to the task of destruc-

The gopés in separation from Krishna
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tion, also prayed to the Supreme Lord to increase 
his ability to do his duty. Sri Rudra said, “O Lord of 
lords, my master, I possess the powers for constant 
and occasional destruction. I lack the power, how-
ever, for ultimate destruction. This causes me great 
distress, and so I am praying to you.”’  

“Sri Brihaspati said, ‘Lord Narayan also gave Rudra 
the Çrémad Bhägavatam. By serving it, he conquered the 
mode of ignorance. Lord Sadashiva observed the recita-
tion of the Bhägavatam in the course of one year, and 
then he obtained the power for ultimate destruction.’”

speaKinG to the Gopis

Uddhava said, “Hearing this narration from my guru in glo-
rification of Çrémad Bhägavatam, and obtaining the Bhägavatam 
from him, I became joyful and bowed down to him. Thereafter I 
accepted the vaiñëava custom of relishing Çrémad Bhägavatam in 
one month, and I observed the custom correctly. In the course 
of that one month I became a dear friend of Krishna. Krishna 
engaged me in visiting his beloved girlfriends in Vraja. He who 
is always enjoying with the gopés personally sent them the mes-
sage of Çrémad Bhägavatam through my mouth. Receiving 
this message according to their own understanding, the 
gopés became freed from the pain of separation. I could not 
understand the mystery of this, but I saw the surprise they 
exhibited. After Brahma and the other demigods prayed to 
Krishna that he return to his residence in the spiritual sky, 
and after they departed, Krishna personally bestowed this 
mystery on me through the medium of Çrémad Bhägavatam. 
He perfectly imparted this knowledge to me while sitting 
at the base of a banyan tree. Thus I now dwell among the 
creepers of Vraja even after having gone to Badari. There-
fore, by my desire, I always live here at Narada Kund [near 
to Kusum Sarovar at Govardhan Hill]. Krishna reveals 
himself to his devotees through Çrémad Bhägavatam. So to 
achieve the purposes of these devotees I am going to speak 
Çrémad Bhägavatam. You should help me.”

Hearing this, Vishnurata bowed down to Uddhava 
and said, “O Haridas, please recite Çrémad Bhägavatam. 
I am ready to carry out your order in whatever you need 
me for. I am ready to help you.”

sUBdUinG Kali

Uddhava felt pleased, and said, “Now that Sri Krishna 
has abandoned the earth, Kali will become a strong 
force on its surface. He will create great disturbances 
as unwanted population increases. Therefore, please go 
conquer all the directions and subdue Kali. Meanwhile I 
will observe this one-month vaiñëava custom. With your 

assistance I will thus disseminate the relishing of Çrémad 
Bhägavatam. Thereby I will help these devotees attain 
the eternal abode of the enemy of Madhu.”

Hearing these words, the king became happy and also 
anxious. He revealed his mind to Uddhava, “Obeying 
your command, I will certainly subdue Kali. But how will 
I obtain Çrémad Bhägavatam? You should be merciful to 
me because I have taken shelter at your feet.”

Uddhava said, “O king, you should not worry for any 
reason. You are the most qualified person to hear the 
Bhägavatam. Time has so advanced that now most hu-
mans, addicted to material work, have not even heard of 
the Bhägavatam çruti. By your grace many humans in this 
land of Bharat will obtain Çrémad Bhägavatam and thus 
achieve perpetual happiness. The great, powerful sage Sri 
Suka is the very image of the son of Nanda. There is no 
doubt that he will recite Çrémad Bhägavatam for you. By 
this, O king, you will attain the eternal abode of the Lord 
of Vraja. And thenceforth Çrémad Bhägavatam will be 
transmitted throughout the world. So please go, ruler of 
kings, and subdue Kali.” King Parikshit circumambulated 
Uddhava and went off to conquer the directions.

Uddhava speaKs BhaGavatam

Vajranabh, meanwhile, designated his son Pratibahu to 
rule the kingdom. He then remained in that place with his 
mothers, desiring to hear the Bhägavatam. Thus Uddhava 
conducted the relishing of Çrémad Bhägavatam for one month 
in the Vrindavan forest near Govardhan. As this relish-
ing went on, the pastimes of Hari revealed themselves all 
around in their transcendental form of eternity, knowledge 
and bliss. Krishna also revealed himself. Everyone then saw 
themselves situated within him, and Vajra saw himself at 
the right side of Krishna’s lotus feet. As Vajra became free 
from the bereavement of separation from Krishna, he and 
his mothers appeared splendid in that holy land, which 
exhibits for Krishna the nighttime of his räsa-lélä. They 
saw themselves as rays of the moon’s effulgence and were 
astonished. Cured of the disease of separation from their 
beloved, they returned to their eternal abode. They and 
all the others there who belonged to Krishna’s eternal 
pastimes suddenly disappeared from the sight of ordinary 
people. In the groves around Govardhan, among the cows 
in Vrindavan and other forests, they enjoy eternally with 
Krishna. Those who are fully dedicated to loving Krishna 
can see them. Anyone who hears or chants about how 
these devotees attained the Personality of Godhead will 
also attain him and be relieved of all distress.
— Translation by Gopiparanadhana Das © 2002 Bhaktivedanta 
Book Trust
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Çrémad Bhägavatam has manifested in different forms at 
different times. Commenting on Bhägavatam 3.8.9, Srila A. 
C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada has described that the 
Bhägavatam existed even before the time of Vyas:

As the great speaker of the Puräëas, Parasar first of all spoke 
on the Çrémad Bhägavata Puräëa because it is the foremost 
of all the Puräëas. Maitreya Muni desired to narrate the 
same Bhägavatam he had heard from Parasar, and Vidura 
was qualified to hear it because of his faithfulness and his fol-
lowing the instructions received from superiors. So Çrémad 
Bhägavatam was being narrated from time immemorial by 
the disciplic succession, even before the time of Vyasadev.

In Bhägavatam 1.7.8, Srila Suta Goswami alludes to 
Veda-vyas’ composing two editions of Bhägavat: 

sa saàhitäà Bhägavatéà kåtvänukramya cätma-jam 
çukam adhyäpayäm äsa nivåtti-nirataà muniù 

The great sage Vyasadev, after compiling Çrémad Bhäga-
vatam and revising it, taught it to his son, Sri Sukadev 
Goswami, who was already absorbed in self-realization.

Srila Viswanath Chakravarti Thakur comments on 
this verse: atas tadaiva pürva-nirmitasyaiva çré-bhägavata-
syänukramaëam — “In this text the word anukramya 
means that the Çrémad Bhägavatam already existed and 
Srila Vyasadev compiled a new edition of it.” 

In Caitanya-Bhägavata, antya 3.510, Srila Vrindavan 
Das Thakur has described the Bhägavatam as follows:

yena rüpa matsya-kurma-ädi avatära 
ävirbhäva-tirobhäva äpanei haya

In the same way that the avatäras of Krishna beginning 
with Matsya and Kurma appear and disappear transcen-
dentally, the Çrémad Bhägavatam is not of mundane origin. 
It appears and disappears of its own accord.

This is because the Çrémad Bhägavatam is a manifestation 
of Krishna. Thakur Vrindavan Das writes in Caitanya-Bhä-
gavata (antya 3.516): premamaya Bhägavata kåñëera çré aìga 
— “Çrémad Bhägavatam is full of kåñëa-prema. It is a part of 
Krishna himself.” Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur has 
written in his commentary to Caitanya-Bhägavata antya 3.512: 
“Çrémad Bhägavatam is an eternal literature. Even when it is 
lost in the course of time, by the Lord’s mercy it again appears 
on the tongue and from the writing of Sri Vyasa.”

The following is a list of some of the more famous 
occasions on which Çrémad Bhägavatam was spoken:

•	 Krishna	to	Vishnu	(Skanda Puräëa)
•	 Vishnu	to	Lakshmi	(and	sometimes	Lakshmi	speaks	
Bhägavatam for two months while Vishnu listens) 
(Skanda Puräëa)
•	 Narayan	to	Shiva	(Skanda Puräëa)
•	 Narayan	 to	Brahma	 (Bhäg. 3.4.13, 12.13.10 and the 
catur-çloké verses 2.9.33-36)
•	 Brahma	to	Narada	(Bhäg. 2.7.51)
•	 Narada	to	Vyasa	(Bhäg. 2.9.45)
•	 Compiled	by	Vyasa	(Bhäg. 1.3.40)
•	 Vyasa	to	Sukadev	(Bhäg. 1.7.8 and 2.1.8)
•	 Uddhava	to	the	queens	of	Dwarka	(Skanda Puräëa)
•	 Parasar	to	Maitreya	(Bhäg. 3.8.9)
•	 Maitreya	to	Vidura	(Bhäg. 3.8.2)
•	 Shiva	to	Parvati/Sukadev	(the	local	tradition	in	Bhu-
baneswar and Amarnath
•	 Sukadev	to	Parikshit	(Bhäg. 1.3.42)
•	 Suta	 to	 the	 sages	 at	 Naimisha	 (Bhäg. 1.18.15, 
12.4.43)
•	 Parikshit	to	Uttara	(Båhäd-Bhäg. 1.1.18)
•	 Sankhyayan	 to	Parasar	 and	Brihaspati	 (Bhäg. 3.8.8 
and Skanda Puräëa)
•	 Brihaspati	to	Uddhava	(Skanda Puräëa)
•	 Lord	Sankarshan	to	the	four	Kumaras	(Bhäg. 3.8.7)
•	 The	 four 	 Kumaras 	 to 	 Sankhyayana	 Muni	 
(Bhäg. 3.8.7)
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ghost and attained the spiritual world. The Padma 
Puräëa says that although many others were lis-
tening to that recitation, no one else achieved 
liberation because, unlike Dhundhukari, they were 
not listening attentively. Gokarna later spoke the 
Bhägavatam again. This time everyone in the village 
attended and listened attentively, including even 
the animals. Chapter 197 of the uttara-khaëòa of 
Padma Puräëa describes the results:

tad-gräme ye sthitä jévä  
äçva-cäëòäla-jätayaù

vimäne sthäpitäste ‘pi  
gokarëa kåpayä tadä

By the mercy of Gokarna, all the living 
entities in that village, including even 
the dogs and dog-eaters, ascended into a 
transcendental airship [and attained the 
abode of the Lord].
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There is a humorous saying in Oriya, ñandha çuëuchi 
Bhägavata — “A bull hearing the Bhägavatam,” that 
indicates something useless. If you recite Çrémad Bhä-
gavatam before a bull, what will he understand or ap-
preciate? However, in Bhubaneswar, Orissa recently, this 
phrase took on a new meaning. 

In March 2004, many people had gathered at the an-
cient Shiva temple known as Kapileshwar Mahadeva in 
the Old Town area of Bhubaneswar to observe the 22-year-
old tradition of hearing a nine-day recitation of Çrémad 
Bhägavatam. Just as the recitation was about to begin, a 
large bull entered the compound and sat down next to the 
devotees. Some devotees tried to chase him away, but he 
was a bit, well, bullish, and patiently ignored their protests. 
Everyone was surprised to see that as soon as the talk was 
finished, the bull got up to leave. However, they were even 
more surprised when he showed up on time the next day, 
listened, and again left when it was over. This went on for 
the duration of the event. 

By the following year, most everyone had forgotten about the 
episode. That is, until the first day of the recitation, when the 
same bull showed up, right on time, and again took his seat to 
hear the Bhägavatam. Again, this went on every day for the 
duration of the program. This year, in 2006, everyone was 
wondering if he would come again. Sure enough, on the first 
day, our stubborn bovine friend came sauntering through the 
gate and quietly took his place next to the devotees. Whatever 
it may mean, this bull hearing the Bhägavata has become the 
biggest attraction of the festival.

The Bhägavata-mähätmya of Padma Puräëa recounts 
the Bhägavata-saptäha conducted by the devotee Gokarna. 
It is said there that due to his reciting the Bhägavatam, 
his brother Dhundhukari was delivered from his form of a Story in the Oriya newspaper
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