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Letters

[ read the Putana magazine from cover to cover and
am still trying to absorb all the crucial messages and
instructions contained within. It is an exceptional
presentation, both because of the vital subject matter
that it addresses as well as the way such a sensitive and
controversial issue has been dealt with.
— Praghosa Das, Ireland

[ quite relished the Putana issue. I even used it in a
class that I weekly give to the teens in the gurukula.
— Madhavendra Puri Das, Vrindavan

Front cover: “Mahaprabhu and his associares hear the Bhagavatam
at Narendra Sarovar in Puri.” This famous sixteenth century painring,
commissioned by Maharaja Prataparudra, is by Murari Das, a disciple
of Vakreswar Pandit. In the front is Prataparudra Maharaja offering
obeisances. Left to right are Raghunath Das Goswami, Govinda Das,
Ramananda Ray, Gadadhar Pandit reading Srimad Bhagavatam,
Niryananda Prabhu, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, Adwaita Acharya,
Srivas Pandit, Swarup Damodar Goswami and Haridas Thakur
hanging his cloth to dry. (There are some differences of opinion
about the identities of the three devotees on the left.) The painting
is now in Kanji-ghata, near Berhampur, West Bengal.

Back cover: Verse translation by Sri Matsya Avatar Das. Painting
by the late Dampati Kishore Goswami. Found in the Ramji Vai Satsang
Bhavan, Vrindavan. Photo by Bhakta Charles.
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From the Editor
(GLORIFYING THE INCONCEIVABLE

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu told Devananda Pandit,
mahacintya bhagavata sarva-sastre gaya — “All sastras
say that the Srimad Bhagavatam is most inconceivable.”
(Cbh. madhya 21.23) This issue of Sri Krishna Kathamrita
presents a bit of a problem for us: How do you adequately
glorify something that is by nature beyond conception?

When the Lord repeats something, we can understand
it must be important. On two occasions (in Ch. madhya
21.24 and antya 3.514), Mahaprabhu gave the exact same
instruction to Devananda Pandit:

‘bhagavata bujhi’ hena yara ache jiiana
sei nd janaye bhagavatera pramana

One who thinks, “I understand Srimad Bhagavatam,”

does not know the Srimad Bhagavatam.

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu told Sanatan Goswami:

krsna-tulya bhagavata—vibhu, sarvasraya
prati-sloke prati-aksare nana artha kaya

Srimad Bhagavatam is identical with Krishna, the Su-
preme Lord and shelter of everything. In each and every

verse of Srimad Bhagavatam, and in each and every syl-

lable, there are unlimited meanings. (Ce. madhya 24.318)

The only way one can understand Krishna, or his
form as a book, grantha-bhagavata, is to approach him
through his form as a devotee, the bhakta-bhagavata.
Srila Swarup Damodar Goswami has stated:

yaha, bhagavata pada vaisnavera sthane
ekanta asrava kara caitanya-carane

If you want to understand Srimad Bhagavatam you

must approach a self-realized vaisnava and study it

under his guidance, while at the same rime taking
exclusive shelter of the lotus feet of Lord Chairanya.

(Ce. antya 5.131)

The purpose of this issue of Sri Krishna Kathamrita
is to offer a drop from the remnants of realizations about
the glories of the Bhagavatam presented by our previous
acaryas. Although it is certainly inadequate glorification
of the inconceivable, we pray that it may bring some
inspiration to the soldiers in Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu’s sankirtana movement.

— $vi guru vaisnava kypa prarthi,
Madhavananda Das

(Letters, continued)

Thanks very much for your new magazine. It looks
very well done as usual. Please keep up this magnificent
preaching work; you're inspiring a lot of devotees with
Krishna consciousness, giving them a sublime taste.

— Ekanatha Das, North Carolina

In issue #10, I particularly took notice of the article
“Two Considerations” by Gour Govinda Maharaja. He
hit the name on the head! Right on! | also appreciated the
concluding words in your article, “False Guru's Institutions
and the Holy Name": “Ultimately, the false guru is oneself,
for in spiritual life no one else can chear us.”

— Jaya Vijay Das, Vrindavan

You are doing wonderful service. You are enthusiastically
carrying out the order of your Guru Maharaja and pleasing
him, and as result 1 hope that you are getting his krpa
profusely. May your example inspire others.

— Subhag Swami

Your letters are welcome. Write to :
Gopal Jiu Publications
c/o ISKCON, National Highway No.5
IRC Village, Bhubaneswar, Orissa, 751015 India
Email: katha@gopaljiu.org
Please include your name and addvess.

Published letters may be edited for clarity and length.

Sri Krirhua-kathamrita

May you be blessed with continued inspiration for your
wonderful service and soooo attractive magazines!
— Rasajna Devi Dasi, Austin Texas

It is my great happiness to see that instead of joining
the revolting political debates and fights continuously
taking place amongst the vaisnavas of different groups,
the sisyas of Gour Govinda Maharaja are peacefully
engaged in distributing pure, universal hari-katha without
propagating any institution in a sectarian way. You are
doing a wonderful job for the pleasure of Sri Guru and
Gauranga. [ wish you all success in your service.
— Peter Erdody

I very much appreciated your perspective on Srila
Bhakrisiddhanta's Putana / institution article. Superexcellent.
— Jayadvaita Swami

Thank you very much for the new issue of Krishna
Kathamrita. I just finished it and thought it was great. |
couldn't judge which article I liked best — Guruseva,
Putana Vadha, or False Gurus. I like how you ended it,
giving hope, and then pointing it toward oneself.
— Purnacandra Das

Thank you for your consistent standard of excellent
production, which is an ongoing positive contribution
to the Gaudiya world.
— Bhakti Vikasa Swami



In this article we pose certain commonly asked
questions about Srimad Bhagavatam, with answers from
the teachings of Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Who is qualified to speak on Srimad Bhagavatam?

Sri Vyasadev is the original spiritual preceptor for all
men. And all other preceptors are considered to be his
representatives. A representative is one who can exactly
present the viewpoint of Sri Vyasadev. Sri Vyasadev
impregnated the message of Bhagavatam unto Srila Sukadev
Goswami, and Sri Suta Goswami heard it from him (Sri
Sukadev Goswami). All bona fide representatives of Sri
Vyasadev in the chain of disciplic succession are to be
understood to be gosvamis. These gosvamis restrain all their
senses, and they stick to the path made by the previous
acaryas. The gosvamis do not deliver lectures on the
Bhagavatam capriciously. Rather, they execute their services
most carefully, following their predecessors who delivered
the spiritual message unbroken to them. (Bhag. 1.L.5, purport)

A gosvami, or the bona fide representative of Sri
Vyasadev, must be free from all kinds of vices. The four
major vices of Kali-yuga are (1) illicit connection with
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women, (2) animal slaughter, (3) intoxication, (4) specularive
gambling of all sorts. A gosvami must be free from all these
vices before he can dare sit on the vyasdsana. No one should
be allowed to sit on the vydsasana who is not spotless in
character and who is not freed from the above-mentioned
vices. He not only should be freed from all such vices, but
must also be well versed in all revealed scriptures or in the
Vedas. The Puranas are also parts of the Vedas. And histories
like the Mahabharata or Ramayana are also parts of the
Vedas. The dcarya or the gosvami must be well acquainted
with all these literatures. To hear and explain them is more
important than reading them. One can assimilate the
knowledge of the revealed scriptures only by hearing and
explaining. Hearing s called $ravana, and explainingis called
kirtana. The two processes of sravana and kirtana are of
primary importance to progressive spiritual life. Only one
who has properly grasped the transcendental knowledge from
the right source by submissive hearing can properly explain
the subject. (Bhag. 1.1.6, purport)

According to the Vedic injunctions, yasya deve para
bhaktih. The Srimad Bhagavatam can be recited only by
one who has unflinching faith in the lotus feet of
Krishna and his devotee, the spiritual master. (Cc.
madhya 22.131, purport)

#ft FTRA
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What is the process to understand Srimad Bhagavatam?

One should try to understand Srimad Bhagavatam from
the spiritual master. The Vedic injunction states, bhaktya
bhagavatar grahyari na buddhya na ca tikaya. One has to
understand Srimad Bhagavatam through the process of
devotional service and by hearing the recitation of a pure
devotee. These are the injunctions of the Vedic literature
— §ruti and smrti. Those who are not in the disciplic
succession and whoare not pure devotees cannot understand
the real mysterious objective of Srimad Bhagavatam and
Svimad Bhagavad-gita. (Cc. madhya 22.131, purport)

What is the proper mood for one to hear the Bhagavatam!?

Those who listen to the Bhagavatam may put questions
to the speaker in order to elicit the clear meaning, but
this should not be done in a challenging spirit. One must
submit questions with a great regard for the speaker and
the subject matter. This is also the way recommended in
Bhagavad-gita. One must learn the transcendental subject
by submissive aural reception from the right sources.
Therefore these sages addressed the speaker Suta Goswami
with great respect. (Bhag. 1.1.5, purport)

Can one understand Bhagavatam just by reading?

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s secretary, Swarup
Damodar, recommended, yaha, bhagavata pada
vaisnavera sthane — “If you want to read Srimad
Bhagavatam, you must approach a person who is living
Bhagavata (Cc. antya 5.131)." Otherwise, there is no
question of Bhagavata realization.

... There are many religious scriptures, especially the
Vedas. Sruti means Veda. Sruti is learned by hearing, not
by reading. You can understand Vedic principles even
though you are illiterate, provided you give aural reception.
God has given you the ear. And if you try to hear
submissively, to receive something, then it will be fruitful.
... One has to give up this illegitimate attempt to understand
the absolute truth by personal knowledge. That is not
possible. Krishna is not such a cheap thing that by
exercising your brain you can manufacture a way to
understand Krishna. (Lecture in Rome, 27 May 1974)

. if one wants to learn the meaning of Srimad
Bhagavatam, one must take lessons from a realized soul. One
should not proudly think that one can understand the
transcendental loving service of the Lord simply by reading
books. One must become a servant of a vaisnava. As
Narottam Das Thakur has confirmed, chadiya vaisnava-
sevd nistara peyeche keba: one cannot be in a transcendental
position unless one very faithfully serves a pure vaisnava.
One must accept a vaisnava guru (adau gurv-asraya), and

Sri Krithna-kathamrita

then by questions and answers one should gradually learn
what pure devotional service to Krishna is. That is called
the parampara system. (Cc. antya 7.53, purport)

What about reading your books and purports. Is that
enough?

Indian lady: How does one contact the spiritual master?
Through a book can you contact the spiritual master?

Prabhupada: No, you have to associate.

Syamasundar: “Can you associate through a book?”
she asked.

Prabhupada: Yes, through books, and also personal.
Because when you make a spiritual master you have got
personal touch. Not that in the air you make a spiritual
master. You make a spiritual master concrete. So as soon
as you make a spiritual master, you should be inquisitive.

... if you simply try to understand what is God by reading
scriptures, you cannot achieve. You must approach a guru.
Just like a medical book. It can be available in the market. If
you purchase one medical book and study and you become
doctor, that is not possible. You must hear the medical book
from a medical man in the college, medical college. Then
you will be qualified. And if you say, “Sir, | have read all the
medical books. Recognize me as a medical practitioner,” no,
that will not be. (Lecture on the appearance day of Srila
Bhaktivinode Thakur, 23 Sept 1969, London)

Madhudvisha: One cannot become a medical practitioner
by simply reading the books. He must study under a medical
practitioner. So in the case of your books, is it possible to
become a devotee without actually having personal
association with you? Just by reading your books?

Prabhupada: No, it is not that you have to associate with
the author. But one who knows, if you cannot understand
you have to take lesson from him. Not necessarily that you
have to contact with the author always.

Devotee: Just like the textbooks are not written by
the teachers, they're written by other professors.

Devotee: Usually you don't even meet the author.

Prabhupada: Simply one who knows the subject
matter, he can explain.

Madhudvisha: But can your purports serve as
explanation besides...

Prabhupada: No, no. Anyone who knows the subject
matter will be able to explain. It is not necessary that the
author be required to be present there. [break] ...to study
from a medical man, | never said you have to study from
the author. Or one who understood the author’s purpose.
Just like we are explaining Bhagavad-gita as it is. Not that
one has to learn directly from Krishna. One who has

understood Krishna, from him. That is the parampara
system. (Morning walk in Melbourne, 21 May 19?5)@
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No OTHER Book
LiKE THE BHAGAVAT

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Saraswati Thakur

Prabhupada

One will not attain salvation by studying Vedanta
for many crores of years. No good will come out of
squeezing the nose (for yoga practice) for eternity, even
if one acquires thereby the power to rise into the sky to
a height of ten or twenty cubits. True well being will be
available to the people of the world only if they listen
to the discourse on Bhagavata from one who is himself a
bhagavata, leading the practical life of a true devotee
without maintaining the slightest attachment for the
life of a karmi or the life of a monistic jiiani. Even if all
of the books of the world were to be burned, there would
be no harm provided one treatise was left — the Srimad
Bhagavatam. Even if thousands of learning centers were
to be abolished, there would be no feeling of
inconvenience provided the reading and teaching of the
Srimad Bhagavatam continued. But what a wonder!
What irony! This book of books has been converted into
a commodity for trafficking! The course the world is

taking is just the opposite of the teaching Sri
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu gave.

There is no other book in the world like
the Srimad Bhagavatam. This is not mere
tittle-tattle or an exaggerated homage. If one
reflects on it as a truly impartial judge, one
will realize that there has not been, nor will
there ever be, a book like the Bhagavatam.
This book presents a gradual evolution of
conceptions of the absolute, from better to
better, of non-existent, denied, attributeless,
neuter, masculine, couple, consort by
marriage, and lastly paramour. Sri Krishna's
sports are described in the tenth canto. What
then is the necessity of the preceding nine
cantos! In them has been shown the
deliberation of these conceptions to prepare
the ground for introducing the main subject
— the Krishna’s
transcendental sportive dalliances with the
gopis of Vraja, in the Gopi-gita, etc., of the
tenth canto. There were many who had read
the Srimad Bhagavatam before Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu came into this world. However,
the real purport and actual object of the
Srimad Bhagavatam is only comprehensible

description  of

to those who have read it after reading the
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta. Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta was written by Sri Krishnadas
Kaviraj Goswami, one of the chief followers

-

of the line of Sri Rupa Goswami. These
persons have read the Srimad Bhagavatam inside of the
Caritamrta. The unrefined ease-loving people who
pretend to be vaisnavas may read the Srimad Bhagavatam,
and the mercenary discoursers may explain it — but
according to the Sri Caitanya-caritamrta they only
misconstrue and cover the true meaning. Their
elucidation may please the mind of their readers, but
they only make the way to hell easier to access for
themselves and their admirers.

As defined in its third sloka, Srimad Bhagavatam is
the succulent fruit of the kalpataru, desire-yielding tree,
of the Vedas. Non-devotees crave for dharma, artha,
kama and moksa. The mental determination of those
whose desires for enjoyment or emancipation have been
set at rest and who have passed beyond the realm of
mental speculation is not after such insipid or unsavory
things. Enjoyment-hunters and those who perform
rituals for worldly well being are after deteriorated

At FORIHA



unsavory tastes, while monists of the non-distinct
conception aspire after insipid, tasteless realization. The
Bhagavatam does not produce fruits of bad taste, nor
does it produce tasteless ones. It can be fully traced in
the Bhagavatam how the distinction between the inner
thoughts of the visaya, the recipient of service, and rhe
asraya, the giver of service, undergoes gradual
development as the dsraya’s consciousness evolves
through the various stages of being covered, shrunken,
budding, slightly blossoming, and fully blossoming.
Those who have fully surpassed the various levels of
material consciousness and have reached the stage of
transcendental excellence wherein their hearts have
been illuminated with the mode of goodness are
competent to taste this ripened fruit, the Bhagavatam.
Only they are fit to receive the sweet mellow of divine
love, and only they are permanently possessed of the
purest ecstatic mood. This fruit is succulent — it has
nothing solid in it such as skin, stone, fibers and other
parts that are fit to be abandoned. The books on topics
of material enjoyment such as hunting, karma, jiana,
yoga, or devotion mixed with these things are full of
useless elements. However, in the Srimad Bhagavatam
there are no such despicable elements. Its sweet
succulent mellow is always relishable, even after
liberation. And the truly liberated souls are those who
always relish the Srimad Bhagavatam.

There are those who, instead of listening to the
Bhagavata discourses of liberated paramaharsa vaisnavas,
make a fuss of listening to the lectures on Bhagavatam
given by professional persons and others that are full of
tendencies that are harmful to the culture of true well
being in order to gain some sensuous gratification through
the poetic, literary, grammatical, and other such kinds of
false appreciations expressed by these speakers. They are
debarred from tasting the pure juicy sweetness of the
Bhagavatam, and are deluded to think that the bad or
indifferent taste is the Bhagavatam’s true taste. When
persons, like Parikshit, who are sure of the temporariness
of human life, listen to the Bhagavatam discourse from
liberated paramahamsa vaisnavas like Sri Sukadeva, they
become eternal tasters of bhagavata-rasa, absolved from
all worldly attachment. The process of jiiana, the process
of vairagya, and the process of bhakti are convergent. They
all culminate in naiskarma (freedom from karma), instead
of gratification of the senses.

Weal and woe are two different things. If you roam
about for your welfare or happiness, woe is your due.
Likewise, it is not proper to hope for the tasty fruit of

Sri Krishna-kathamrita

pleasure. The karmic rituals laid down in the scriptures are
not to be performed by those who are liberated. The fruit
of karma is sometimes pleasurable and other times it is bad
and painful. The Srimad Bhagavatam does not inculcate
the teaching of karma. The Bhagavatam speaks about the
supersoul, God, so that the jivas may achieve the highest
good. In it are described naiskarma and the character of a
paramahamsa, the absolutely selfless devotee of God. The
Bhagavatam is to be listened to, to be read well, and to be
understood with deep deliberation.

We should compare and contrast whar the
Bhagavatam teaches with what is said in other treatises.
If you absorb yourself in books other than the
Bhagavatam you will come under the influence of the
processes of karma and jiiana, pleasure and pain, birth
and death. Thereby you may get dharma (auspiciousness),
artha (wealth), and kama (fulfillment of desire). One
desirous of emancipation may renounce worldly life, but
this is not service to God. It is only the devotees that do
so. God is not served even by the practice of astanga-
yoga, which gives various perfections and opulences such
as the mystic powers anima (the power to become
infinitesimal), laghima (the power to become as light as
hydrogen), etc. What to speak of the salvationists, who
want to get rid of the weal and woe of worldly life and
be the recipient of enjoyment in the negative form?

The Bhagavatam speaks of those who have adopted
the paths of karma, jiana or yoga as having taken up
the wrong course. Liberation is easily accessible to one
who adopts bhakti. True well being may not be available
when you are the gainer of whart is pleasing, because
true well being consists in giving pleasure to God. A
devotee says, “l must do service to God. He may accept it

or reject it.” This is true bhakri.@

— From Sri Chaitanya's Teachings. Edited by Sri Bhakri Vilas Tirtha
Goswami Maharaja. Sree Gaudiya Math. Madras. Page 238-241

' Footnote in the original:

srimad-bhagavatarm puranam amalam yad vaisnavanam priya
yasmin paramaharisyam ekam amalam jAanam parar givate
tatra jiidna-viraga-bhakti-sahitam naiskarmyam aviskrtam
tac chrnuvan su-pathan vicarana-paro bhakeya vimucyen narah

Srimad Bhagavatam is the spotless Purana. It is most dear to the
vaisnavas because it describes the pure and supreme knowledge
of the paramahamsas. This Bhagavatam reveals the means for
becoming free from all material work, together with the processes
of transcendental knowledge, renunciation and devotion. Anyone
who seriously tries to understand Srimad Bhagavatam, who
properly hears and chants it with devotion, becomes completely
liberated. — Bhag. 12.13.18.



Bhaktivinoda-vani-vaibhava is a collection of the
teachings of Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode compiled by Sri
Sundarananda Vidyavinode, a prominent disciple of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur, and published in 1938.
The book is in the form of a series of questions composed
by the compiler, with answers extracted from Thakur
Bhaktivinode's teachings. The following are some extracts
from chapter 38.
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What is the true statement
and commentary on
Vedanta?

Srimad Bhagavatam,
composed by Vyasadeva, is
the only commentary on
Vedanta-siitra. All the
conclusions of Srimad
Bhagavatam are the true
conclusions of Vedanta.
Sriman Mahaprabhu said
that when the author

himself writes the
commentary, the true
meaning is derived.

Therefore everyone should
accept the commentary
Srimad Bhagavatam to be the
statements of Vedanta.
(Sajjana-tosani 2.6)

What is the beauty of

Srimad Bhagavatam?

The Bhagavata does not
allow its followers to ask
anything from God except
eternal love for Him. (The
Bhagavata: Its Philosophy, Its
Ethics & Its Theology)

By whose character is the
identification of Srimad
Bhagavatam i/lustrated?

When we were in the
college, reading philosophical
works of the West and
exchanging thoughts with
the thinkers of the day, we
had a real hatred toward the
Bhagavata. The great work
looked like a collection of
wicked and stupid ideas,
scarcely adapted to the nineteenth century, and we hated

to hear any arguments in its favor. To us, then, the
volumes of Channing, Parker, Emerson, and Newman
had more weight than all the vaisnava books. Greedily
we poured over the various commentaries of the Bible
and of the labors of the Tattva Bodhini Sabha, which
contained extracts from the Upanisads and the Vedanta.
But no work of the vaisnavas had any favor with us.
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When we advanced in age and our religious
sentiment developed, we turned to our own belief
and prayed, as Jesus prayed in the garden.
Accidentally we came across a book about the great
Chaitanya, and on reading it with some attention in
order to settle the historical position of that mighty
genius of Nadia, we had the opportunity of gathering
his explanation of the Bhagavata given to the
wrangling Vedantists of the Benares school. This
accidental study created within us a love for all the
works that we find about our Eastern Savior. With
difficulty, we gathered the famous kadacas, diaries,
in Sanskrit written by the disciples of Chaitanya.
The explanations of the Bhagavata that we got from
these sources were of such a charming character that
we secured a copy of the complete Bhagavata. We
studied its texts (difficult of course for those not
trained in philosophical thoughts) with the assistance
of the famous commentaries of Sridhar Swami. From
such study we have gathered the real doctrines of
the vaisnavas. Oh! What a trouble to get rid of
prejudices gathered in unripe years! (The Bhagavata:

Its Philosophy, Its Ethics & Its Theology)
Is Srimad Bhagavatam 2 man-written, modern book?

Srimad Bhagavatam is not a recent book. It is eternal
and ancient like the Vedas. Respected Sridhar Swami has
confirmed the eternality of the Bhagavatam by using the
words tarankurah sajjanih. Srimad Bhagavatam has been
accepted as the supreme fruit of the Vedic desire tree:

nigama-kalpa-taror galitam phalam
suka-mukhad amrta-drava-samyutam

pibata bhagavatam rasam alayam
muhur aho rasika bhuvi bhavikah

O expert and thoughtful men, relish Srimad
Bhagavatam, the mature fruit of the desire tree of Vedic
literatures. It emanated from the lips of Sri Sukadev
Goswami. Therefore this fruit has become even more
tasteful, although its nectarean juice was already rel-
ishable for all, including liberated souls. (Bhag. 1.1.3)
From pranava (om) came Gayatri, from Gayatri
came the Vedas, from the Vedas came the Brahma-
siitra, and from the Brahma-siitra came Srimad
Bhagavatam, which is known as Paramahamsa-
sarnhita. Srimad Bhagavatam, which has brightly risen
like a sac-cid-ananda sun after being reflected
through the samadhi of the author, consists of
inconceivable topics related to the Supreme Truth.
Those who have eyes should see, those who have ears

Sri Krirhna-kathamrita

should hear, and those who have minds should
meditate on the topics of Srimad Bhagavatam. People
infected by the blindness of prejudice are deprived
of the sweet taste of Srimad Bhagavatam. (Sri Krsna-
samhita, introduction)

Why are the identity and glories of Srimad Bhagavatam
hidden from the materialists and the foreigners?

“What sort of thing is the Bhagavata?!” asks a
European gentleman newly arrived in India.

With a serene look, his companion tells him, “The
Bhagavata is a book that an Oriya-bearer reads daily in
the evening to a number of hearers. It contains jargon
of unintelligible and savage writing of those men who
paint their noses with some sort of clay or sandalwood,
and wear beads all over their bodies to secure salvation
for themselves.”

Another of his companions, who has traveled a
little in the interior, would immediately contradict
him and say, “The Bhagavata is a Sanskrit work
claimed by a sect of men, the Goswamis, who give
mantras to the common people, like the popes of Italy,
and pardon their sins on payment of enough gold to
pay their social expenses.”

A third gentleman will give a third explanation.
A young Bengali, chained up in English thoughts
and ideas and wholly ignorant of the pre-
Mohammedan history of his own country, will add
one more explanation. He will say, “The Bhagavata
is a book containing an account of the life of Krishna,
who was an ambitious and immoral man!” This is
all that he could gather from his grandmother before
he went to school.

Thus, the great Bhagavata remains unknown to
the foreigners, like the elephant of the six blind men
who caught hold of different parts of the body of the
beast! But truth is eternal and is never injured but
for awhile by ignorance. (The Bhagavata: Its
Philosophy, Its Ethics & Its Theology)

What did Sti Bhaktivinode say regarding the Srimad
Bhagavatam being the only book that is beneficial for all?

We can say that if all the religious scriptures of
the Hindus are thrown into the ocean and only the
Srimad Bhagavatam is kept aside, there will be no
harm for the aryans or the ordinary living entities.

(Sajjana-tosani 8.12)@

— Bhaktivinode-vani-vaibhava. English Translation by
Bhumipati Das. Touchstone Media. Vrindavan. 2002.



' ' hile instructing Srila Sanatan Goswami on the

sixty-four kinds of devotional activity Sri
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu emphasized five items:

sadhu-sanga, nama-kirtana, bhagavata-sravana
mathurd-vasa, $ri-mirtira $raddhaya sevana

One should associate with devotees, chant the holy
name of the Lord, hear Srimad Bhagavatam, reside at
Mathura, and worship the deity with faith and
veneration. (Cc. madhya 22.128)

sakala-sadhana-$restha ei paiica anga
krsna-prema janmaya ei pancera alpa sanga

These five limbs of devotional service are the best
of all. Even a slight performance of these five awakens
love for Krishna. (Cc. madhya 22.129)

In his purport to this verse, Srila A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada quotes Srila Rupa
Goswami from Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, (1.2.93):

anganam paficakasyasya parva-vilikhitasya ca
nikhila-sraisthya-bodhaya punar apy atra samsanam

The glorification of these five items [association with

devotees, chanting the holy name, and so on] is to

make known the complete superiority of these five
practices of devotional service.

Later in the same section of Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu
quoted above by Srila Prabhupada, Srila Rupa Goswami
discusses more about the Bhagavatam and the other four
items mentioned above.

durithadbhuta-virye ‘smin $raddha dire ‘stu paiicake
yatra svalpo ‘pi sambandhah sad-dhiyam bhava-janmane

These last five practices have such extraordinary
and incomprehensible power that what to speak of
having absolute faith in them, even a little practice
of them can grant love for Krishna (bhava) in the
pure heart of a devotee. (1.2.238)

smeram bhangi-traya-paricitar saci-vistirna-drstim
vamsi-nyastadhara-kisalayam ujjvalam candrakena
govindakhyam hari-tanum itah kesi-tirthopakanthe
ma preksisthas tava yadi sakhe bandhu-sange ‘sti rangah

10

My dear friend, if you are indeed attached to your
worldly friends, do not look at the smiling face of
Lord Govinda as he stands on the bank of the Yamuna

at Keshighat. Casting sidelong glances, he places his
flute to his lips, which seem like newly blossomed
twigs. His transcendental body, bending in three
places, appears very bright in the moonlight. (1.2.239)

sanke nitah sapadi dasama-skandha-padyavalimam
varnah karnadhvani pathi katamanupurvyad bhavadbhih

harho dimbhah parama-subhadan hanta dharmartha-kaman
yad garhantah sukhamayam ami moksam apy aksipanti
You foolish children! It seems that you have let the
syllables of the tenth canto’s verses enter the
pathways of your ears. Why else would you show such
profound aversion for those most auspicious goals
of religiosity, economic development, and sense
gratification and also deride that supremely blissful
state of liberation? (1.2.240)

The following are commentaries by some of our
acaryas on these last two verses from Sri Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu:

Srila Jiva Goswami:

When one uses words of criticism to in fact highly
praise something it is called “vygja-stuti” — literally,
“glorification in disguise”. This is a literary embellishment
called aprastuta-prasamsa-alankara, indirect expression.

Verse 239 instructs that if one wants to enjoy mundane
relationships in this world they should not see Lord Govinda
on the banks of the Yamuna at Keshighat. The real
intention of the verse is not to dissuade one from seeing
Krishna; its purpose is to glorify Krishna'’s form and the far
greater happiness obtained by seeing it. In a similar way,
verse 240 describes the first three goals of life as “most
auspicious” and liberation as “supremely blissful”, while
it addresses one who reads or listens to the tenth canto
as being “a child” or “unintelligent”. However, the real
point is to indicate the supreme importance of reading
or listening to the tenth canto of the Bhagavatam. Thus,
in both of these verses the seeming criticisms actually
constitute the greatest praise.
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Srila Mukunda Das Goswami
(disciple of Srila Krishnadas
Kaviraj Goswami):

In verse 240, the word
“dimbha”, “child” or “infant”,
indicates that hearing the
Bhagavatam can be effective
even for one who has no
preliminary faith. While the
“karnadhvani

LT

pathikatam”, “travelers on the

“’QI'CIS

pathway of your ears”,
indicate that the hearing can
be effective even if not done
with concentrated attention
and even if done
inadvertently or superficially.

Since the hearer is said
to have denounced moksa,

this indicates the awakening

of bhava.

Srila Viswanatha Chakravarti:

The phrase “varna eva
karnadhvani pathikatam”
means that the sounds alone
entered their ears, but not
necessarily an understanding of
the meaning of those sounds. If
merely listening to the words of
the Bhagavatam is sosignificant,
then what to speak of knowing
their meaning? Such are the
glories of the Bhagavatam! Even
the uneducated who cannot
understand the meaning of the
words are so much influenced
by the statements of the
tenth canto that simply by
listening alone they begin to
criticize the fruits of dharma, artha and kama and deny
to accept even the brahmananda of moksa!
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Sanatan Goswami's

Love For the
Bhagavatam

prapannah preméanar prabhavati sada bhagavata-bhak

paracino janmavadhi-bhava-rasad bhakti-madhurah
ciram ko ‘pi $riman jayati viditah sakarataya

dhurino dhiranam adhi-dharani vaiyasakir iva
Glories forever more to the great soul known as
sakara (Sanatan Goswami), who is filled with purest
love for the Lord, who is learned in Srimad
Bhagavatam, who from his very birth was indifferent
to the pleasures of this material world, who tastes
the sweetness of devotional service, who is the
leader of the devotees, and who is like Sukadev
Goswami present here on earth!

Srila Sanatan Goswami had a special relationship
with the Srimad Bhagavatam that extended throughout
his entire life. This is illustrated from the above verse
of Hamsadiita (text 141), a book that was written by
Srila Rupa Goswami before Sanatan and he had ever
met Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.

During this earlier period, the two brothers were
known as Sri Amara Dev (Sanatan) and Sri Santosh
Dev (Rupa). They were ministers in the government of
the Muslim ruler of Bengal, the Nawab Hussain Shah.
As chief minister under the nawab, Sanatan Goswami
held the title of sakara mallika, and as private secretary,
Rupa Goswami held the title of dabhir khasa.'

Sri Amar Dev, Sri Santosh Dev, and their younger brother
Vallabha (later known as Anupama) were staying at
Ramakeli, which at the time was the capital of Gaudadesha.
“Ramakeli” means “the pastimes of Lord Rama”. It is an
ancient holy place where it is said that Lord Rama performed
pastimes in Tretd-yuga. Vallabha's son, who became known
as Srila Jiva Goswami, was born in Ramakeli.

Absorbed in thought of Krishna's pastimes from his
early childhood, Sanatan constructed a replica of Vrindavan
in Ramakeli. He established the deity of Sri Madan Mohan
and had a number of tanks dug that he named after some
of the principal sacred ponds in Vrindavan, such as Radha
Kund, Shyama Kund, Lalita Kund, Vishakha Kund, and
others. Around these lakes he planted trees that were native
to Vrindavan, such as Keli-kadamba and Tamal. In Bhakti-
ratnakara (1.604-605), Srila Narahari Chakravarti describes
how after constructing his miniature Vrindavan, Sanatan
would sit under a Kadamba tree on the bank of Shyama
Kund and chant and cry.
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Local tradition describes that it was in the autumn of
1514 when Lord Chaitanya visited Ramakeli and
gave his mercy to Rupa and Sanatan Goswamis.
When he was starting to leave, the brothers asked
him, “How will we live after you go?” Mahaprabhu
then put his feet on a stone and left his footprints.
Those footprints are seen above on the left. On the
right is a small temple built over them by Srila
Bhaktisidcdhanta Saraswati Thakur.

e

Left: Deities of Nityananda, Mahaprabhu and Adwaita

established by Rupa and Sanatan in Ramakeli. Right: A

small shrine marking the place where Lord Nityananda
sat during his visit to Ramakeli.

Bhakti-ratnakara (1.531-535) relates an event from
the early life of Srila Sanatan Goswami:

§ri sanatanera ati adbhuta carita
§rimad-bhagavate yanra atisaya prita
Sri Sanatan was a wonderful personality who had
great love for the Srimad Bhagavatam.
prathama bayase svapne eka vipravara
srimad bhagavata dei ananda antara
When he was young, a brahmana appeared to him in
a dream and blissfully gave him a Srimad Bhagavatam.
svapnabhange sanatana vyakula ha-ila
prate sei vipra srimad-bhagavata dila

When he woke from the dream he was quite perturbed.
Then later that morning the same brahmana came
and gave him the Srimad Bhagavatam.
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paiya $ri bhagavata maha-harsa-cite
magna haila prabhu premamrta-samudrete

When he obtained the Bhagavatam, Sanatan became
ecstatic and merged into the ocean of prema.
$rimad bhagavata-artha yaiche asvadila
taha s$ri-vaisnava-tosanite prakasila

The meanings he relished from the Bhagavatam he

revealed in his commentary called Sri Vaisnava-tosani.

After this incident took place, Sanatan is said to have
begun reading Srimad Bhagavatam daily. Later, while in
Kashi, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu gave personal instructions
to Sanatan about the essence of the Bhagavatam. Based on
these teachings, Sanatan later composed Dig-darsani-tipika,
a commentary on Hari-bhakti-vilasa, a commentary on the
tenth canto of Srimad Bhagavatam known as Vaisnava-
tosani, and Brhad-bhagavatamrta. @

Notes ¢
In The Gosvamis of Vrndavana, Sri O. B. L. Kapoor has written:

“dabhir khasa” is derived from the Persian word “dabir-i-khasa”,
meaning “private secretary”. “Malik” is an Arabic word meaning
“king”, and “sakara” is derived from the Arabic “sagira”, which
means “sub” or “under” — that is, next to the king. Sometimes
there is confusion as too who had which title. However, from the
following references it is clear that Rupa had the title dabhir

khasa and Sanaran had the title sakara mallika: Cc. madhya 1.175,

Cb. antya 9.237, and Cb. antya 9.239.

Sri Krithna-kathamrita
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All pictures are in Ramakeli. Above left: Radha
Kund established by Sanatan Goswami. Above right:
Ruins of the sabha of Nawab Hussain Shah. Middle
left: Prison where Sanatan Goswami was kept by the
Nawab. Middle right: Deity of Lord Chaitanya
established by Jiva Goswami. Bottom right: Sri
Madan Mohan established by Sanatan Goswami.
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©  PRAYERS TO
" THE BHAGAVATAM 7

BY SRiLA SANATAN GoswaM! ~

Sri Krsna-lili-stava, texts 412-416

In his purport to Cc. antya 4.222, Srila Prabhupada
mentions Krsna-lila-stava:

The Bhakti-ratnakara refers to the following books by
Srila Sanatan Goswami: (1) the Brhad-bhagavatamrta,
(2) the Hari-bhakti-vilasa and his commentary known
as Dig-darsini, (3) the [Krsna] Lila-stava and (4) the
commentary on the tenth canto of Srimad Bhagavatam
known as Vaisnava-tosani. Sanatan Goswami compiled
many, many books, all with the aim of describing how to
serve the principal deities of Vrindavan, Govinda and
Madana-gopal.

Sri Krsna-lila-stava is a long prayer written by Srila
Sanatan Goswami describing Krishna. It consists of 108
obeisances to different forms of Krishna.

For many years this book was lost to the world, but it
was rediscovered by Sri Haridas Das of Nabadwip (1898-
1957). Following the order of his guru, Haridas Das was
engaged in finding and publishing old books of the
Goswamis. It is said that although he tried his best to find
a copy of Srila Sanatan Goswami’s Sri Krsna-lila-stava,
he was unable to do so. This caused him unbearable grief,
and he gave up sleep and cried day and night. One day he
sat by the bank of the Yamuna in Vrindavan and began
crying, “Ha prabhu Sanatan! Ha prabhu Sanatan!”
Suddenly he saw a bundle floating by in the river. Curious,
he waded out and picked it up. Upon opening the bundle
he saw amidst many other papers an original copy of Sri
Krsna-lila-stava in Sanatan Goswami’s personal
handwriting. Haridas Das happily printed the book. The
original copy of that book in Sanatan Goswami’s writing
is still present today at the Haribol Kutir in Nabadwip.

The following is the section of Krsna-lila-stava that
describes the glories of Srimad Bhagavatam:

sarva-sastrabdhi-piyiisa sarva-vedaika-sat-phala
sarva-siddhanta-ratnadhya sarva-lokaika-drk-prada
sarva-bhagavata-prana srimad-bhagavata prabho
kali-dhvantoditaditya $ri-krsna-parivartita

O Srimad Bhagavatam! O nectar churned from the
ocean of all the Vedic scriptures! You are the most
prominent transcendental fruit of the Vedas and are
enriched with the jewels of all philosophical conclusions.
You grant spiritual vision to all people of the world and
are the very life-breath of the vaisnava devotees. O Lord,
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you are the sun which has risen to dispel the darkness of
kali-yuga. Actually, you are Lord Krishna, who has
returned among us.

paramananda-pathaya prema-varsy-aksaraya te

sarvada sarva-sevydya $ri-krsndya namo 'stu me

O Srimad Bhagavatam! | offer respectful obeisances

unto you. By your recitation one attains transcendental
bliss, because your syllables shower down pure love of
God. You are to be served by everyone, always, for you
are an incarnation of Lord Krishna.

mad-eka-bandho mat-sangin mad-guro man-maha-dhana
man-nistaraka mad-bhagya mad-ananda namo 'stu te

O Srimad Bhagavatam! O my only friend, my
companion, and my teacher! O my great wealth and
deliverer! O my good fortune and bliss! I offer respectful
obeisances unto you.

asadhu-sadhuta-dayinn ati-nicoccata-kara
ha na muiica kadacin mam premna hre-kanthayoh sphura

O Srimad Bhagavatam, O bestower of saintliness to
the unsaintly! O uplifter of the most fallen! Please never
leave me! Accompanied by pure love of Krishna, please
manifest yourself in my heart and throat.@
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THE DWARKA QUEENS
HEAR BHAGAVATAM

ADAPTED FROM THE VAISNAVA-KHANDA OF SKANDA PURANA CHAPTERS ONE AND THREE

Hfter Krishna’s disappearance from this world, his

queens came to Vraja where Vajranabh, Krishna’s
great-grandson, was protecting them. One day, while be-
ing tormented by the pain of separation from Krishna,
they noticed that their co-wife Kalindi was happy.
Without succumbing to jealousy, they inquired from
her, “You are a wife of Krishna just like the rest of us.
We, however, are distressed by the misery of separation
while you are not. Please explain this.”

UpbbHAVA’S REMEDY

Kalindi smiled and told them, “Sri Radhika is the
very self of self-satisfied Krishna. It is on the strength
of being situated in her service that the
pain of separation does not affect us.

All of Krishna’s consorts are her partial
expansions. His eternal pleasures go on
by virtue of her being present. He is she,
and she is he. His flute is the very form
of their love. [I served Radha Krishna
in Vrindavan as the Yamuna

river and] eager to continue

serving the two of them, I

have assumed a different form and have joined you. Thus
you see me here. Actually, you are never separated from
Krishna. Unaware of this you are experiencing distress.
Previously the gopis also felt the pain of separation when
Akrura came here. [I experienced how] Uddhava spoke
to the gopis and remedied that pain. If you good women
were to meet the same Uddhava then you could surely
achieve eternal enjoyment with your beloved.”

Very eager to regain the association of their dearmost,
Krishna’s wives further inquired from the placid Kalindi,
“O friend, you are most fortunate to not be feeling deprived
of your beloved. Because your life is so successful we want
to be your maidservants. If we could only find Uddhava,
everything we desire would be achieved. So please tell us,
dear Kalindi, how can we meet him?”

Kalindi said, “As he was departing this world, Krishna
instructed Uddhava to stay at Badari in the Himalayas.
There, Uddhava is present in his manifest form, teach-
ing spiritual wisdom to the world. But earlier Krishna
granted him Vraja-bhumi with all its secrets as the land
of his perfection. Even now at the gopis’ place near
Govardhan Hill, Uddhava is present in an unseen way
in the form of sprouting plants and creepers, eager to
obtain dust touched by the gopis.



Kusam Sarovar

KirTAN AT GOVARDHAN

In the company of Maharaja Parikshit and Va-
jranabh, the queens set out to find Uddhava. In the
Vrindavan forest, not far from Govardhan, by the lake
known as Kusum Sarovar, they began a great festival of
krsna-sankirtana. That kirtana was tumultuous. Feeling
great separation from Krishna, everyone emotionally
sang poems and devotional songs and played on vinas,
flutes and mrdangas. The kirtana was so splendid that
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Deity of Uddhava at Kusum Sarovar, said
to have been established about 5,000 years
ago by Vrajanabh, Krishna’s great-grandson
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the pastimes of Krishna, the beloved of Vrishabhanu’s
daughter, seemed to become manifest. Suddenly, as eve-
ryone watched, Uddhava came out of a grove of bushes
and creepers. He wore a flower garland, had a dark-
blue complexion, and wore a yellow garment. Wearing
a necklace of guiija berries, he was constantly singing
about the darling of the cowherd girls. With his arrival,
the sankirtana festival reached a peak of splendor. He
glowed like a jewel embedded in a crystal tower caught
in the rays of the moon. Seeing him, they all became
submerged in an ocean of joy and forgot everything else.
After a moment they regained their external awareness.
Observing that Uddhava’s appearance was exactly like
Sri Krishna’s, they worshiped him. They thought that
now their cherished desire was fulfilled.

Finding all of them absorbed in krsna-kirtana, Ud-
dhava offered his respects. He then embraced Maharaja
Parikshit and addressed him. Uddhava said, “O king,

you are most fortunate. You are always full in exclusive

Temple at Surabhi Van by
Govinda Kund at Govardhan Hill

devotion to Krishna. Indeed, your mind is merged com-
pletely in the festival of krsna-sankirtana. By the favor
of fortune you have inspired pure love in Krishna’s
wives and in Vajranabh. Among all the inhabitants
of Dwarka, these queens are without a doubt the most
fortunate. The Lord ordered Arjuna to settle them in
Vraja. Under the influence of Krishna’s yogamaya po-
tency these queens have forgotten themselves and are
suffering anxiety caused by separation from Krishna.
Unless Krishna becomes visible to them, none of them
will regain their proper consciousness. But Krishna
has wound up his pastimes and is no longer externally
manifest in this world. That time is finished, and now
we have entered a different age. However, listen and I
will tell you another way. He can be visible through the
Srimad Bhagavatam.

#ft PRI
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Uddhava Kund (above) and Kusum Sarovar are
part of the same area where Uddhava is said
to have spoken Bhagavatam to the queens

THE GLORIOUS BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-bhagavatam Sastrarn yatra bhagavatair yada
kirtyate Sriiyate capi sri-krsnas tatra niscitam

Wherever and whenever devotees of Bhagavan recite
and listen to the scripture Srimad Bhagavatam, there
for certain Sri Krishna is present. (3.12)

srimad-bhagavatam yatra slokam slokardham eva ca
tatrapi bhagavan krsno ballavibhir virajate

Wherever a single verse or even half a verse of Srimad
Bhagavatam is heard, the Personality of Godhead
Krishna shines forth along with the gopis. (3.13)

bharate manavam janma prapya bhagavatam na yaih
Srutam papa-paradhinair atma-ghatas tu taih krtah

Those who have taken a human birth in the land of
Bharat but have not heard the Bhagavatam are slaves
of sin and commit spiritual suicide. (3.14)

$rimad-bhagavatam $astram nityam yaih parisevitam
pitur matus ca bharyayah kula-panktih su-tarita

The fathers, mothers, wives and whole family lines
of those who regularly serve the scripture Srimad
Bhagavatam are all easily delivered from material
existence. (3.15)

vidya-prakaso viprandrm rajidam satru-jayo visam

dhanam svasthyam ca siidranam $rimad-bhagavatad bhavet
On the strength of Srimad Bhagavatam, brahmanas
develop wisdom, kings conquer their enemies, vaisyas
gain wealth, and $Gdras become prosperous. (3.16)

yositam aparesam ca sarva-vaichita-puranam
ato bhagavatam nityam ko na seveta bhagyavan

Sri Krishna-kathamrita

Women and others obtain everything they desire. Thus,
what fortunate person would fail to regularly serve the

Bhagavatam? (3.17)

aneka-janma-samsiddheh srimad-bhagavatam labhet
prakaso bhagavad-bhakter udbhavas tatra jayate

As the perfection of many lifetimes one may obtain
Srimad Bhagavatam. In it the revelation of devotion
to the Supreme Lord is born. (3.18)

BRrRAHMA, VISHNU AND SHIVA

Uddhava continued, “In the past, Brihaspati received
Srimad Bhagavatam by the grace of Sankhyayan, and
Brihaspati gave it to me. Because of this [ have become
dear to Krishna. Now, O Vishnurata, [A name for Ma-
haraja Parikshit meaning “one who is always protected
by Vishnu”.] hear from me a narration I heard from Bri-
haspati. From this account you can understand the dis-
ciplic succession of this Vedic text, the Bhagavatam.

“Sri Brihaspati said, ‘When Krishna, assuming the form
of the Lord of maya, the purusa, glanced at her, Brahma,
Vishnu and Shiva appeared along with the modes of pas-
sion, goodness and ignorance. These three persons rose up
and the Lord assigned them their responsibilities to work
for generation, protection and destruction. Brahma then
took another birth from the lotus growing from the Lord’s
navel and inquired from the Lord.

“Sri Brahma said, “O Narayan, original person, su-
preme soul! My obeisances unto you. You have engaged

Sri Sri Raclha Uddhava Bihari, at Uddhava Kundl.
These deities are said to have been established about
5,000 years ago by Vrajanabh, Krishna’s great-grandson
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The gopis in separation from Krishna

me in creating. By remembrance of you and by your mercy,
O master, may the sinful mode of passion not obstruct
me.”

“Sri Brihaspati said, “‘When at that time, long ago, the
Personality of Godhead taught him Srimad Bhagavatam, he
told him, “Dear Brahma, serve this scripture to achieve your
perfection.” Most pleased, Brahma took the Bhagavatam and
instituted the constant performance of the seven-day recital
for achieving Krishna and destroying the seven coverings of
material existence. Attaining all his desires by observing the
seven-day recital of Srimad Bhagavatam, Brahma expands
the creation regularly, week after week, again and again.

“Vishnu also prayed to the Supreme Person for
achieving his personal goal, since the Lord had ap-
pointed him to maintain those who are born into the
universe. Sri Vishnu said, “O Lord, as is fit, | am going
to protect the universe’s progeny by the paths of fruitive
work and renunciation motivated by the goals of good
karma and knowledge. Whenever, in the course of time,

the principles of religion will decline, I will re-establish
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dharma by various incarnations. I will bestow the sure
fruits of sacrifices and other works to those who hanker
for sense gratification, and the five kinds of liberation to
the renunciants who desire them. But how can [ main-
tain those who do not want even liberation? How will I
maintain goddess Sri and myself? Please tell me.”

“That original person then taught Vishnu the Srimad
Bhagavatam. He told him, “Study this scripture to achieve
all your goals.” Hearing that, Vishnu felt satisfied in his
heart and became competent to maintain the living be-
ings for their ultimate success. In the company of goddess
Sri he remembered the Bhagavatam month after month.
When Vishnu himself is the speaker and Lakshmi is
intent on listening, the hearing of the Bhagavatam is
completed in one month. When Lakshmi herself is the
speaker and Vishnu is eager to hear, the relishing of the
book takes two months. Then it is especially wonderful.
When Vishnu can properly assume his responsibilities,
Lakshmi’s mind becomes free from worry. Thus she is
seen constantly relishing the Bhagavatam.

““Then Rudra, appointed to the t;ﬁk of destruc-
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tion, also prayed to the Supreme Lord to increase
his ability to do his duty. Sri Rudra said, “O Lord of
lords, my master, I possess the powers for constant
and occasional destruction. I lack the power, how-
ever, for ultimate destruction. This causes me great
distress, and so I am praying to you.”

“Sri Brihaspati said, ‘Lord Narayan also gave Rudra
the Srimad Bhagavatam. By serving it, he conquered the
mode of ignorance. Lord Sadashiva observed the recita-
tion of the Bhagavatam in the course of one year, and

then he obtained the power for ultimate destruction.”

SPEAKING TO THE GOPIS

Uddhava said, “Hearing this narration from my guru in glo-
rification of Srimad Bhagavatam, and obtaining the Bhagavatam
from him, I became joyful and bowed down to him. Thereafter
accepted the vaisnava custom of relishing Srimad Bhagavatam in
one month,and I observed the custom correctly. In the course
of that one month [ became a dear friend of Krishna. Krishna
engaged me in visiting his beloved girlfriends in Vraja. He who
is always enjoying with the gopis personally sent them the mes-
sage of Srimad Bhagavatam through my mouth. Receiving
this message according to their own understanding, the
gopis became freed from the pain of separation. I could not
understand the mystery of this, but I saw the surprise they
exhibited. After Brahma and the other demigods prayed to
Krishna that he return to his residence in the spiritual sky,
and after they departed, Krishna personally bestowed this
mystery on me through the medium of Srimad Bhagavatam.
He perfectly imparted this knowledge to me while sitting
at the base of a banyan tree. Thus I now dwell among the
creepers of Vraja even after having gone to Badari. There-
fore, by my desire, I always live here at Narada Kund [near
to Kusum Sarovar at Govardhan Hill]. Krishna reveals
himself to his devotees through Srimad Bhagavatam. So to
achieve the purposes of these devotees [ am going to speak
Srimad Bhagavatam. You should help me.”

Hearing this, Vishnurata bowed down to Uddhava
and said, “O Haridas, please recite Srimad Bhagavatam.
[ am ready to carry out your order in whatever you need
me for. | am ready to help you.”

SuBDUING KALI
Uddhava felt pleased, and said, “Now that Sri Krishna

has abandoned the earth, Kali will become a strong
force on its surface. He will create great disturbances
as unwanted population increases. Therefore, please go
conquer all the directions and subdue Kali. Meanwhile I
will observe this one-month vaisnava custom. With your
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assistance [ will thus disseminate the relishing of Srimad
Bhagavatam. Thereby I will help these devotees attain
the eternal abode of the enemy of Madhu.”

Hearing these words, the king became happy and also
anxious. He revealed his mind to Uddhava, “Obeying
your command, I will certainly subdue Kali. But how will
I obtain Srimad Bhagavatam? You should be merciful to
me because | have taken shelter at your feet.”

Uddhava said, “O king, you should not worry for any
reason. You are the most qualified person to hear the
Bhagavatam. Time has so advanced that now most hu-
mans, addicted to material work, have not even heard of
the Bhagavatam sruti. By your grace many humans in this
land of Bharat will obtain Srimad Bhagavatam and thus
achieve perpetual happiness. The great, powerful sage Sri
Suka is the very image of the son of Nanda. There is no
doubt that he will recite Srimad Bhagavatam for you. By
this, O king, you will attain the eternal abode of the Lord
of Vraja. And thenceforth Srimad Bhagavatam will be
transmitted throughout the world. So please go, ruler of
kings, and subdue Kali.” King Parikshit circumambulated
Uddhava and went off to conquer the directions.

UDDHAVA SPEAKS BHAGAVATAM

Vajranabh, meanwhile, designated his son Pratibahu to
rule the kingdom. He then remained in that place with his
mothers, desiring to hear the Bhagavatam. Thus Uddhava
conducted the relishing of Srimad Bhagavatam for one month
in the Vrindavan forest near Govardhan. As this relish-
ing went on, the pastimes of Hari revealed themselves all
around in their transcendental form of eternity, knowledge
and bliss. Krishna also revealed himself. Everyone then saw
themselves situated within him, and Vajra saw himself at
the right side of Krishna’s lotus feet. As Vajra became free
from the bereavement of separation from Krishna, he and
his mothers appeared splendid in that holy land, which
exhibits for Krishna the nighttime of his rasa-lila. They
saw themselves as rays of the moon’s effulgence and were
astonished. Cured of the disease of separation from their
beloved, they returned to their eternal abode. They and
all the others there who belonged to Krishna’s eternal
pastimes suddenly disappeared from the sight of ordinary
people. In the groves around Govardhan, among the cows
in Vrindavan and other forests, they enjoy eternally with
Krishna. Those who are fully dedicated to loving Krishna
can see them. Anyone who hears or chants about how
these devotees attained the Personality of Godhead will
also attain him and be relieved of all distress. @

— Translation by Gopiparanadhana Das © 2002 Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust
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Adapted from the va:;ua-khanda of Skanda Purana, chapter four

The sages at Naimisharanya inquire from Srila Suta Goswami

pramanan tasya ko veda hy anantasyaksaratmanah

The sages at Naimisharanya said, “Suta! May you
brahmane harina tad-dik catuh-slokya pradarsita

live long, and may you long instruct us. These glories of
Srimad Bhagavatam we have heard from your mouth
are unique. Please tell us just what the Bhagavatam is,
what its extent is, and what is the method for studying
it. Also describe to us, Suta, the qualifications of its

Who knows its extent! Indeed, its text goes on
without limit. Lord Hari showed a small sample of it
to Brahma in four verses. (4.6)

tad-anantyavagdhena svepsitavahana-ksamah

speaker and listener.”

20

Suta Goswami replied as follows:

érimad-bhagavatasyatha §rimad-bhagavatah sada
svariipam ekam evasti sac-cid-ananda-laksanam

The identities of Srimad Bhagavatam and Sri
Bhagavan are always one and the same. They can be
described as eternal knowledge and bliss. (4.3)

éri-krsnasakta-bhaktandm tan-madhurya-prakasakam
samujjrmbhati yad vakyarh viddhi bhagavatam hi tat

Know the Bhagavatam to be a text full of revelations
of Sri Krishna's sweetness for the benefit of the
devotees who have attachment to him. (4.4)

jiiana-vijiana-bhakty-anga-catustaya-parar vacah
maya-mardana-daksam ca viddhi bhagavatam ca tat

Its words aim at describing the four topics of
knowledge, realization, devotion and the limbs of

devotional practice. It very expertly subdues illusion.
Know this to be the Srimad Bhagavatam. (4.5)

ta eva santi bho vipra brahma-visnu-sivadayah

By diving into its infinity, dear brahmanas, Brahma,
Vishnu and Shiva become competent to fulfill their
ambitions. (4.7)

mita-buddhy-adi-vrttinam manusyanam hitaya ca
pariksic-chuka-sarvado yo 'sau vyasena kirtitah
For human beings whose intelligence and other

faculties are limited, Vyasa has recited the famous
conversation between Parikshit and Sukadev. (4.8)

grantho 'stadasa-sahasro yo 'sau bhagavatabhidhah
kali-graha-grhitanam sa eva paramasrayah

This is the book of eighteen thousand verses known
as the Bhagavatam. It is the ultimate shelter for those
who are in the grasp of the shark Kali. (4.9)

THE QUALIFIED LISTENERS

srotaro 'tha niriipyante Srimad-visnu-kathasrayah
pravara avaras ceti srotaro dvi-vidha matah
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Now I will describe its hearers. Dedicated to the
narrations of Sri Vishnu’s glories, these listeners

are considered to be of two kinds, superior and
inferior. (4.10)

pravaras catako hamsah suko minadayas tatha
avara vrka-bhiirunda-vrsostradyah prakirtitah

The superior hearers are the sparrow, swan, parrot,
fish and others. The inferior hearers are called the
wolf, bhitrunda bird, bull, camel and others. (4.11)

akhilopeksaya yas tu krsna-sastra-srutau vrati
sa catako yathambhoda-mukte pathasi catakah

One who ignores everything else and is only intent on
listening to Krishna's scripture is a sparrow, like the
sparrow intent on the water released from a cloud. (4.12)

hamsah syat saram adatte yah $rota vividhac chrutat
dugdhenaikyam gatat toyad yatha hamso 'malam payah

The swan is he who takes the essence from various
scriptures, as a swan extracts pure milk from water

mixed with milk. (4.13)

Sukah susthu mitam vakti vyasam srotfms ca harsayan
su-pathinah suko yadvac chiksakam parsva-gan api

By speaking little, only what is appropriate, the
parrot pleases Vyasadev, the listeners, the instructor,
and the audience who are well engaged in reciting
the scripture, just like an ordinary parrot. (4.14)

sabdam nanimiso jatu karoty asvadayan rasam
srota snigdho bhaven mino minah ksira-nidhau yatha

The eager hearer, who while relishing the nectar
does not speak for even a moment, is like a fish in

the ocean of milk. (4.15)

vas tudan rasikan cchrotin virauty ajito vrko hi sah
venu-svana-rasasaktan vrko 'ranye mrgan vatha

A fool who makes rude comments and gives trouble
to the expert hearers is a wolf, just like the wolf in
the forest who disturbs the deer engrossed in the
beauty of a flute’s song. (4.16)

bharundah siksayed anyas chrutva na svayam acaret
vatha himavatah $rige bhitrundakhyo vihangamah

A bhiirunda teaches others without himself having
actually heard and practiced, like the bhiirunda bird
on the peaks of the Himalayas. (4.17)

sarvam Srutam upadatte sarasarandha-dhir vrsah
svadu-draksam khalim capi nirvisesam yatha vrsah

One who accepts everything he hears, blind ro whar
is important or not important, is a bull, like a bull
who sees no difference between tasty grapes and

dry oil cakes. (4.18)

Sri Krirhna-kathamrita

sa ustro madhuram muiican viparite rameta yah
vatha nimbar caraty ustro hitvamram api tad-yutam

He who rejects what is sweet and instead takes pleasure
in the opposite is like a camel who leaves aside sweet
mangos and feeds himself with lemons. (4.19)

anye 'pi bahavo bheda dvayor bhriga-kharadayah
vijileyds tat-tad-acarais tat-tat-prakrti-sambhavaih

There are many other varieties of the two kinds of
hearers, like the bee and the donkey. They can be
understood by their different behaviors, born out
of their different characters. (4.20)

yah sthitvabhimukham pranamya vidhivat tyaktanya-vado harer
lilah $rotum abhipsate 'ti-nipuno namro 'tha klptaijalih

$isyo visvasito 'nucintana-parah prasne nuraktah sucir
nityam krsna-jana-priyo nigaditah srota sa vai vaktrbhih

One who presents himself before the speaker with
folded palms as a trusting disciple, who bows down as
enjoined, avoids other talks, and is humble, very expert,
and eager to hear, who is serious to give careful thought
to what he hears, who likes to ask questions, and is
pure and always affectionate to Krishna's devotees, is
called by the speakers a proper hearer. (4.21)

THE QUALIFIED SPEAKER

bhagavan-matir anapeksah
suhrdo dinesu sanukampo yah
bahudha-bodhana-caturo
vaktd sammanito munibhih

One who thinks about the Supreme Lord, who
doesn’t have material concerns, who is a
compassionate friend to the wretched, and is expert
in explaining things in various ways, is honored by
sages as a suitable speaker. (4.22)

SERVING THE BHAGAVATAM

Now hear, dear brahmanas, of the rules for serving
Srimad Bhagavatam in the land of Bharat. By following
these rules one will enjoy continuous happiness.

rajasam sattvikam capi tamasam nirgunam tatha

catur-vidham tu vijiieyam sri-bhagavata-sevanam

There are four ways to serve Srimad Bhagavatam.

These should be understood as service in the modes

of passion, goodness and ignorance, and

transcendental service. (4.24)

saptaham yajiia-vad yat tu sa-$ramanm satvaram muda

sevitam rdjasam tat tu bahu-pitjadi-sobhanam

When a busy endeavor like a Vedic sacrifice is made

with fanfare for seven days, with pomp and opulent
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worship, then the Bhagavatam is being served in the
mode of passion. (4.25)

mdsena rtund vapi §ravanam svada-samyutam
sattvikam yad andyasam samastananda-vardhanam

Hearing for a month or a whole season with tasteful
relishing and not too much endeavor is in the mode
of goodness. It promotes all varieties of ecstasy. (4.26)

tamasam yat tu varsena salasam sraddhayayutam
vismyti-smrti-samyuktam sevanam tac ca saukhya-dam

Service is done in the mode of ignorance when hear-
ing is done over the course of a year, lazily, and with-
out much faith, somerimes remembering what is
heard and sometimes forgetting. But even this cre-
ates happiness. (4.27)

varsa-mdsa-dinanam tu vimucya niyamagraham
sarvada prema-bhaktyaiva sevanam nirgunam matam

When, for a year, a month, or some days, one serves
the Bhagavatam constantly with pure loving
devotion, neither neglecting the scriptural
injunctions nor maintaining excessive attachment
for them, thart is considered transcendental. (4.28)
It is said that in the discussion between Parikshit
and Sukadev the Bhdgavatam was served
transcendentally. It is referred to as a seven-day
recital only because that was how many days
remained in Parikshit's life. But whatever the
situation, according to one's liking and to the best
of their ability, one should by all means serve the
Bhagavatam sruti in one of the three modes or in the
transcendental mode. (4.29-30)

vye $ri-krsna-viharaika-bhajanasvada-lolupah
muktav api nirakanksas tesam bhagavatam dhanam

The Bhagavatam is the wealth of those who hanker
only to taste the pleasure of worshiping Sri Krishna's
pastimes and who have no aspiration even for
liberation. (4.31)

MEDICINE FOR THE MATERIALISTS

ye 'pi samsara-santapa-nirvinnd moksa-kanksinah
tesam bhavausadham caitat kalau sevyam prayatnatah

But also for those who are tired of being tormented
in material life and desire liberation, this scripture
is the medicine for the disease of birth and death. In
this Kali age it should be served with all care. (4.32)

ye capi visayaramah samsarika-sukha-sprhah
tesam tu karma-margena ya siddhih sadhuna kalau

Even for those who are attached to gratification of
their senses and have hopes to enjoy material life,
this is the best means in Kali-yuga to achieve success
in the path of fruitive work.

samarthya-dhana-vijiiana-bhavad atyanta-durlabha
tasmat tair api samsevya srimad-bhagavati katha

Fruitive success is very hard to achieve because of
lack of capability, wealth, and practical knowledge.
Therefore persons having such desires should also
honor the narration of Srimad Bhagavatam. (4.34)

dhanam putrams tatha daran vahanadi yaso grhan
asapatnyarh ca rajyam ca dadyad bhagavati katha
Narration of the Bhagavatam bestows wealth, a wife,

sons, vehicles and other property, fame, residences
and unrivaled sovereignrty. (4.35)

iha loke varan bhuktva bhogan vai manasepsitam
$ri-bhagavata-sangena yanty ante sri-hareh padam

By the association of Srimad Bhagavatam these
persons can enjoy benefits in this world, whatever
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Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva heard Bhagavatam from Krishna

their hearts desire, and in the end go to the abode of

Sri Hari. (4.36)

yatra bhagavati varta ye ca tac-chravane ratah
tesam samsevanam kuryad dehena ca dhanena ca

Wherever anyone is serious about hearing the
message of the Bhagavatam, those hearers should be
served nicely with one’s bodily faculties and one’s

wealth. (4.37)

tad-anugrahato 'syapi $ri-bhagavata-sevanam
§ri-krsna-vyatiriktam yat tat sarvam dhana-samjiitam

By the favor of those hearers, the person who serves
them will also be able to begin serving Srimad
Bhagavatam. Whar we call “wealth” is anything
separate from Sri Krishna. (4.38)

krsnarthiti dhanarthiti srota vakta dvidha matah
yatha vakta tatha srota tatra saukhyam vivardhate

There are two kinds of speakers and hearers — those
who want Krishna and those who want wealth.
When the speaker is compatible with the hearer,
then their happiness increases. (4.39)

ubhayor vaiparitye tu rasabhase phala-cyutih
kintu kysnarthinam siddhir vilambenapi jayate
However, if the two are of opposite natures there

will be an inappropriate mixture of tastes and the
endeavor will prove fruitless. But even in such a case,

Sri Krithna-kathamrita

one who actually wants to attain Krishna will
succeed eventually. (4.40)

dhanarthinas t samsiddhir viddhi sampitrnata-vasat
krsnarthino 'gunasyapi premaiva vidhir uttamah

If this process of hearing Bhagavatam is
completed, he who desires wealth will gain
all success. But for the transcendentally
situated person who desires Krishna,
attainment of pure love is the highest
accomplishment. (4.41)

PROCEDURES

a-samapti sa-kamena kartavyo hi vidhih svayam
sndto nitya-kriyar kreva prasya padodakam hareh
One who has material desires is enjoined
to execute the process to its completion.
He should take bath, perform his daily

rituals and offer water at the feet of Lord
Hari. (4.42)

pustakarn ca gurwm caiva pitjayitvopacaratah
brivyad va srnuyad vapi srimad-bhagavatam muda
He should worship the book and his spiritual
master with regular offerings. Then, with

pleasure, he should speak or hear Srimad Bhagavatam.
(4.43)

He should observe silence and take milk or plain
kichari for his meals. He should maintain celibacy,
sleep on the floor, and avoid anger, greed and so on.
Every day the recital should finish with kirtana, and
at the end one should remain awake through the
night. One should feed the brahmanas and satisfy
them with gifts of honor. The spiritual master should
be offered cloth, ornaments, and other items,
including a cow. Having executed this prescribed
procedure, one will achieve the desired result. He will
gain a wife, a kingdom, money, or whatever he wants.
But this hearing with material desires is not
preferable. It is actually a pretentious show.

FinaL FruiT

krsna-prapti-karam sasvat-premananda-phala-pradam
$rimad-bhagavatam sastram kalau kirena bhasitam

In Kali-yuga, the scripture Srimad Bhagavatam
spoken by the parrot Sukadev is the means of
obtaining Krishna. It bestows the fruit of eternal

bliss in pure love. (4.48}¢

— Adapted from a translation by Gopiparanadhana Das, © 2002
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust.
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Maniféstations of

_Srimad Bhagavatam has manifestedindifferent forms at
‘different times. Commenting on Bhagavdtam 3.8.9, Srila A.
C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada hasdescribed that the
Bhagavatagn existed even before theffime of Vyas:
Asthe greatspeakerof the Puranas, Parasar first of all spoke
on the Srimad Bhagavata Purana because it is the foremost
of all the Puranas. Maitreya Muni desired to narrate the
same Bhagavatam he had heard from Parasar, and Vidura
was qualified to hear it because of his faithfulness and his fol-
lowing the instructions received from superiors. So Srimad
Bhagavatam was being narrated from time immemorial by
the disciplic succession, even before the time of Vyasadev.

In Bhagavatam 1.7.8, Srila Suta Goswami alludes to
Veda-vyas’ composing two editions of Bhagavat:

sa sammhitarm Bhagavatim krtvanukramya catma-jam
Sukam adhyapayam asa nivrtti-niratam munih
The great sage Vyasadev, after compiling Srimad Bhaga-

vatam and revising it, taught it to his son, Sri Sukadev
Goswami, who was already absorbed in self-realization.

Srila Viswanath Chakravarti Thakur comments on
this verse: atas tadaiva pitrva-nirmitasyaiva Sri-bhagavata-
syanukramanam — “In this text the word anukramya
means that the Srimad Bhagavatam already existed and
Srila Vyasadev compiled a new edition of it.”

In Caitanya-Bhdagavata, antya 3.510, Srila Vrindavan
Das Thakur has described the Bhagavatam as follows:

yena riipa matsya-kurma-adi avatara
avirbhava-tirobhava apanei haya

In the same way that the avataras of Krishna beginning
with Matsya and Kurma appear and disappear transcen-
dentally, the Srimad Bhagavatam is not of mundane origin.
It appears and disappears of its own accord.

This is because the Srimad Bhagavatam is a manifestation
of Krishna. Thakur Vrindavan Das writes in Caitanya-Bha-
gavata (antya 3.516): premamaya Bhagavata krsnera $ri anga
— “Srimad Bhagavatam is full of krsna-prema. It is a part of
Krishna himself.” Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur has
written in his commentary to Caitanya-Bhagavata antya 3.512:
“Srimad Bhagavatam is an eternal literature. Even when it is
lost in the course of time, by the Lord’s mercy it again appears
on the tongue and from the writing of Sri Vyasa.”

The following is a list of some of the more famous
occasions on which Srimad Bhagavatam was spoken:
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e Krishna to Vishnu (Skanda Purana)

¢ Vishnu to Lakshmi (and sometimes Lakshmi speaks
Bhagavatam for two months while Vishnu listens)
(Skanda Purana)

e Narayan to Shiva (Skanda Purana)

e Narayan to Brahma (Bhag. 3.4.13, 12.13.10 and the
catur-Sloki verses 2.9.33-36)

¢ Brahma to Narada (Bhag. 2.7.51)

¢ Narada to Vyasa (Bhag. 2.9.45)

e Compiled by Vyasa (Bhag. 1.3.40)

e Vyasa to Sukadev (Bhag. 1.7.8 and 2.1.8)

e Uddhava to the queens of Dwarka (Skanda Purana)
e DParasar to Maitreya (Bhag. 3.8.9)

® Maitreya to Vidura (Bhag. 3.8.2)

e Shiva to Parvati/Sukadev (the local tradition in Bhu-
baneswar and Amarnath

e Sukadev to Parikshit (Bhag. 1.3.42)

e Suta to the sages at Naimisha (Bhag. 1.18.15,
12.4.43)

e Parikshit to Uttara (Brhad-Bhag. 1.1.18)

¢ Sankhyayan to Parasar and Brihaspati (Bhag. 3.8.8
and Skanda Purana)

¢ Brihaspati to Uddhava (Skanda Purana)

e Lord Sankarshan to the four Kumaras (Bhag. 3.8.7)
¢ The four Kumaras to Sankhyayana Muni

(Bhag. 3.8.7) Q
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There is a humorous saying in Oriya, sandha sunuchi
Bhagavata — “A bull hearing the Bhagavatam,” that
indicates something useless. If you recite Srimad Bha-
gavatam before a bull, what will he understand or ap-
preciate! However, in Bhubaneswar, Orissa recently, this
phrase took on a new meaning.

In March 2004, many people had gathered at the an-
cient Shiva temple known as Kapileshwar Mahadeva in
the Old Town area of Bhubaneswar to observe the 22-year-
old tradition of hearing a nine-day recitation of Srimad
Bhagavatam. Just as the recitation was about to begin, a
large bull entered the compound and sat down next to the
devotees. Some devotees tried to chase him away, but he
was a bit, well, bullish, and patiently ignored their protests.
Everyone was surprised to see that as soon as the talk was
finished, the bull got up to leave. However, they were even
more surprised when he showed up on time the next day,
listened, and again left when it was over. This went on for
the duration of the event.

By the following year, most everyone had forgotten about the
episode. That is, until the first day of the recitation, when the
same bull showed up, right on time, and again took his seat to
hear the Bhagavatam. Again, this went on every day for the
duration of the program. This year, in 2006, everyone was
wondering if he would come again. Sure enough, on the first
day, our stubborn bovine friend came sauntering through the
gate and quietly took his place next to the devotees. Whatever
it may mean, this bull hearing the Bhagavata has become the
biggest attraction of the festival.

The Bhagavata-mahatmya of Padma Purana recounts
the Bhagavata-saptaha conducted by the devotee Gokarna.
It is said there that due to his reciting the Bhagavatam,
his brother Dhundhukari was delivered from his form of a

Sri Krishna-kathamrita

ghost and attained the spiritual world. The Padma
Purana says that although many others were lis-
tening to that recitation, no one else achieved
liberation because, unlike Dhundhukari, they were
not listening attentively. Gokarna later spoke the
Bhagavatam again. This time everyone in the village
attended and listened attentively, including even
the animals. Chapter 197 of the uttara-khanda of
Padma Purana describes the results:
tad-grame ye sthita jiva
asva-candala-jatayah
vimane sthapitaste ‘pi
gokarna krpaya tada
By the mercy of Gokarna, all the living
entities in that village, including even

the dogs and dog-eaters, ascended into a
transcendental airship [and attained the

abode of the Lord].@
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Srimad Bhagavatam 1.3 43

krsne sva-dhamopagate dharma-jiianadibhih saha
kalau nasta-drsam esa puranarko 'dhunoditah
This Bhagavata Purana is as brilliant as the sun, and it
has arisen just after the departure of Lord Krishna to his
own abode, accompanied by religion, knowledge, etc. Persons
who have lost their vision due to the dense darkness of
ignorance in the age of Kali shall get light from this Purana.

PURPORT

Lord Sri Krishna has his eternal dhama, abode, where
he eternally enjoys himself with his eternal associates and
paraphernalia. And his eternal abode is a manifestation of
his internal energy, whereas the material world is a
manifestation of his external energy. When he descends to
the material world, he displays himself with all
paraphernalia in his internal potency, which is called atma-
maya. In the Bhagavad-gita the Lord says that he descends
by his own potency (atma-maya). His form, name, fame,
paraphernalia, abode are not, therefore, creations of matter.
He descends to reclaim the fallen souls and to reestablish
codes of religion, which are directly enacted by him. Except
for God, no one can establish the principles of religion.
Either he or a suitable person empowered by him can dictate
the codes of religion. Real religion means to know God, our
relation with him, our duties in relation with him, and to
know ultimately our destination after leaving this
material body. The conditioned souls, who are entrapped
by the material energy, hardly know all these principles
of life. Most of them are like animals engaged in eating,
sleeping, fearing, and mating. They are mostly engaged
in sense enjoyment under the pretension of religiosity,
knowledge or salvation. They are still more blind in the
present age of quarrel, Kali-yuga.

In the Kali-yuga the population is just a royal edition
of the animals. They have nothing to do with spiritual
knowledge or godly religious life. They are so blind that
they cannot see anything beyond the jurisdiction of the
subtle mind, intelligence or ego, but they are very much
proud of their advancement in knowledge, science and
material prosperity. They can risk their lives to become a
dog or hog just after leaving the present body, for they have
completely lost sight of the ultimate aim of life. The
Personality of Godhead Sri Krishna appeared before us just
a little prior to the beginning of Kali-yuga, and he returned
to his eternal home practically at the commencement of
Kali-yuga. While he was present he exhibited everything
by his different activities. He spoke the Bhagavad-gita and
eradicated all pretentious principles of religiosity. And prior

Sri Krirhna-kathamrita

to his departure from this material world he empowered
Sri Vyasadeva through Narada to compile the messages of
the Srimad Bhagavatam. Thus both the Bhagavad-gita and
the Srimad Bhagavatam are like torchbearers for the blind
people of this age. In other words, if men in this age of Kali
want to see the real light of life they must take to these
two books only and their aim of life will be fulfilled.

Bhagavad-gita is the preliminary study of the
Bhagavatam. And Srimad Bhagavatam is the summum
bonum of life, Lord Sri Krishna personified. We must
therefore accept Srimad Bhagavatam as the direct
representation of Lord Krishna. One who can see Srimad
Bhagavatam can see also Lord Sri Krishna in person. They
are identical. (Translation and purport by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada)

* # *

Srimad Bhagavatam is as good as Krishna. They are
identical. It is the incarnation of his vani. Caitanya-
caritamyta, madhya 24.318, states:

krsna-tulya bhagavata — vibhu, sarvasraya
prati-sloke prati-aksare nana artha kaya

As Krishna is the Supreme Lord, vibhu, Srimad
Bhagavatam is also. Just as we take shelter of Krishna, we
should take shelter of Bhagavatam. Krishna is unlimited,
and so is Srimad Bhagavatam. prati-Sloke prati-aksare nana
artha kaya — In every verse, word, and even every letter
there are many meanings. If you wanted to explain one
verse of the Bhagavatam clearly, it would take days and
days together. It cannot be discussed thoroughly in one or
two hours, what to speak of half an hour!

Caitanya-bhagavata, madhya 21.81, describes:

bhagavata, tulasi gangaya, bhakta-jane
caturdha vigraha krsna ei cari sane

In the material world there are four manifestations
of Krishna — Bhagavata, tulasi, the Ganga, and the
bhakta. A pure devotee is bhakta-bhagavata, the
embodiment of Bhagavata.

CHEATING RELIGION

Pure dharma is discussed:
dharmah projjhita-kaitavo ‘tra paramo nirmatsaranam satam
vedyam vdstavam atra vastu-sivadam tapa-trayonmalanam
$rimad-bhagavate maha-muni-kyte kim va parair isvarah
sadyo hrdy avarudhyate ‘tra krtibhih susriisubhis tat-ksanat !
Projjhita-kaitavah — Srimad Bhagavatam condemns
and defeats kaitava-dharma, cheating religion.
Prabhupada says that all are engaged in this pretentious
religion. What is pretentious, cheating religion? There
are four types — dharma, artha, kama, and moksa.
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Srila Prabhupada says in his purport,’ “Real religion
means to know God, our relation with him, our duties

in relation with him, and to know ultimately our
destination after leaving this material body.” Krishna is
the only object of love, and our destination is his lotus
feet. Krishna elaborates in Bhagavad-gita (10.8):

aham sarvasya prabhavo mattah sarvam pravartate

iti matva bhajante marm budha bhava-samanvitah

“T am the source of everything. Everything emanates
from me. Knowing this, those who are budha, learned,
engage themselves in my bhajana with that mood.” What
mood? A loving mood, priti. They engage themselves in
bhajana with this loving mood because as spirit souls they
have a perfect, eternal, loving relationship with Krishna. It
is not sectarian; it is the dharma of the soul, atma-dharma.

It is not Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Buddhist, or Jain
dharma. Nor is it black, white, Eastern, or Western. It is
jaiva-dharma, the universal dharma of all jivas. This
prema-dharma is for one and all.

It has been directly framed by God. Srila Prabhupada
says, “He descends... to reestablish codes of religion,
which are directly enacted by him. Except for God, no
one can establish the principles of religion.” Srimad
Bhagavatam (6.3.19) says:

dharmam tu saksad bhagavat-pranitam
na vai vidur rsayo napi devah

na siddha-mukhya asura manusyah
kuto nu vidyadhara-caranadayah

Real religious principles are enacted by the Supreme

Personality of Godhead. Although fully situated in

the mode of goodness, even the great rsis who occupy

the topmost planets cannot ascertain the real reli-
gious principles, nor can the demigods or the leaders

of siddhas, to say nothing of the asuras, the ordinary

human beings, the vidyadharas and the caranas.

This point is brought up again and again in sastra.
dharma-malam hi bhagavan sarva-vedamayo harih —
“The Lord is the source of sanatana-dharma, vaisnava-
dharma.”? Dharma originates from sarva-vedamayah
harih, not anywhere else.

Krishna says: sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam
saranam vraja — “Give up all pretentious, self-made
dharmas and just surrender unto me.”* This is dharmam
tu saksad bhagavat-pranitar. Prior to his departure from
this world, the Lord empowered Vyasadev, through
Narada, to compile Srimad Bhagavatam.

krsne sva-dhamopagate dharma-jiianadibhih saha
kalau nasta-drsam esa purandarko 'dhunoditah °

When Krishna wound up his lila at the beginning of

Kali-yuga, he took dharma and jiiana with him. So where
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are these to be found now? Puranarko — in the Bhagavata-
mahapurana, which is as brilliant as the risen sun.
Dharma, jiana — everything is there. If you want to
develop real vision, take shelter of Srimad Bhagavatam.
In his purport® Srila Prabhupada says, “It is the direct
representation of Lord Krishna — krsna-tulya-bhagavata.
One who can see Srimad Bhagavatam can also see
Krishna in person — Sruteksita-patham.”

DAILY ACTIVITY

One must hear Srimad Bhagavatam from the right
source, the bhakta-bhagavata. Caitanya-caritamrta
(antya 5.131) instructs:

yaha, bhagavata pada vaisnavera sthane
ekanta asraya kara caitanya-carane

Go and hear Bhagavata from a dear devotee of

Krishna and Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Study under

his guidance because he is a bona fide speaker.

Hear daily, nityam bhagavata-sevaya. You have your
daily activities, nitya-karmas, including eating, sleeping,
bathing, and praying. This hearing should also be one of
them. Can you survive without your daily activities?
No. But how many people are neglecting Srimad
Bhagavatam? Are they surviving? Actually, they are not.
Although living, they are dead, jivan-mrtya. Their
breathing is only like that of the blacksmith’s bellows.

If you hear Srimad Bhagavatam regularly you will
develop the vision to see Lord Krishna. kalau nasta-drsam
— You are enveloped by and groping about in the dense
darkness of Kali-yuga. You have no enlightenment. If
there was some light then you could say, “Oh, yes. Here
is Mr. Chavet. Here is this, here is that.” In Kali-yuga,
those who are blind, devoid of pure transcendental
knowledge, can get light from this Bhagavata-maha-
purana. By hearing Srimad Bhagavatam their eyes can
open, sruteksita. Their bhakti-caksu, devotional eye, and
jiana-caksu, eye of knowledge or intuition, can open.
Only then is it possible for them to see Krishna, iksita.
If you do not hear, how can you see?

ESSENCE OF THE VEDAS

Authorities describe Srimad Bhagavatam as the
essence of all the Vedas, Vedanta, and Upanisads.
sarva-vedanta-saram hi §ri-bhagavatam isyate
tad-rasamrta-trptasya nanyatra syad ratih kvacit 7
This text is the last literary contribution of Srila
Vyasadev. He compiled it under the instruction of
his revered spiritual master, Narada Muni. In Kali-
yuga you need only take help of these two Sastras —
Gita and Bhagavatam. Srila Prabhupada says,® “Thus
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both the Bhagavad-gita and the Srimad Bhagavatam
are like torchbearers for the blind people of this age.”
kala-vyala-mukhalidha-jagat-trana-vidhayakam
§rimad-bhagavatam $astram kalau kirena bhasitam
e tasmad aparam kificin manah-suddhi-karam na hi
janmantara-krtaih punyaih labhyate sadhubhis tu tat
Sri Sukadev Goswami recited Srimad Bhagavatam in
Kali-yuga to deliver the living entities that are being
devoured by the snake of death. Nothing else purifies
the mind like Srimad Bhagavatam. However, Srimad
Bhagavatam is only attained by saintly persons through
pious activities performed over many lifetimes.”

This verse from Padma Purana has a similar meaning
to the original verse being discussed.® This Bhagavata-
mahdapurana, which is as brilliant as the sun, has arisen
here in Kali-yuga. Kali-yuga is a most degraded, sinful age.
The people are just engaged in fulfilling the demands of
their bodies — eating, sleeping, mating, and defending.
They do not know the real goal of life. Therefore, Srimad
Bhagavatam appeared through Sukadev Goswami.
Vyasadev compiled it, but Sukadev Goswami expressed it.

The Bhagavatam (1.2.17) says:

Sri Krishna-kathamrita

Srnvatam sva-kathah krsnah punya-sravana-kirtanah
hrdy antah-stho hy abhadrani vidhunoti suhrt satam

If you hear krsna-katha daily from a bona fide source,
a dear devotee who is the embodiment of Bhagavata,
your heart will be cleansed of all material dirt. Can a
doctor clean your heart! He does not know how. His
own heart is filled with a mountain’s worth of
contamination, so it is impossible for him to help you.

Srimad Bhagavatam is non-different from Krishna.
There is no sadhana in the world to purify the heart,
mind and consciousness like hearing from this book. If
someone has acquired some sukrti in previous births and
he is very fortunate, then he comes to hear Srimad
Bhagavatam. Otherwise, he cannot relish that nectar.

DriNk, DANCE, AND DINE

This Srimad Bhagavatam is bhagavata-katha, krsna-
katha. It is pure, nectarean, and so sweet.
nigama-kalpa-taror galitam phalam
$uka-mukhad amrta-drava-samyutam
pibata bhagavatam rasam alayam
muhur aho rasika bhuvi bhavukah
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Srila Viyasadev

O expert and thoughtful men, relish Srimad
Bhagavatam, the mature fruit of the desire tree of
Vedic literatures. It emanated from the lips of Sri
Sukadev Goswami. Therefore this fruit has become
even more tasteful, although its nectarean juice was
already relishable for all, including liberated souls. "

What is Bhagavata? nigama-kalpa-taror galitam
phala — It is the sweetest, most ripened fruit of the
Vedic tree. It has come from the lips of Sukadev Goswami.
Suka means parrot. Generally, a parrot will only put its
beak into a fruit that is very ripened and sweet.
And after being touched by a parrot, fruit becomes even
sweeter. Similarly, the nectarean fruit of Srimad
Bhagavatam became even sweeter after being touched
by the lips of Sukadev Goswami. This fruit has no skin
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on it and no seeds inside. You may taste it wherever you
like — in the beginning, middle, or end. Through and
through, it is only sweet, juicy mellows.

Again and again we are calling, “O devotees who
have developed a taste for this nectarean, sweet
mellow emanating from bhagavata-kathamrta. Come
and taste! Come and taste! Drink this nectar. Why
are you going to the liquor shop ro drink alcohol?
There they have put up a big sign, “Open twenty-four
hours! Cold wine! Liquor!” We should also put up a
sign, “Come! Drink, dance and dine with us!” Many
are going to the liquor shop, but very few are coming
here. Even though we are inviting them free of cost,
they are not coming because they have not developed
a taste. Instead they have a taste for liquor, like hogs
have a taste for stool. Only one who is very fortunate
and has achieved piety from previous births comes
for this bhagavata-kathamrta.

When Sukadev Goswami
Bhagavatam on the bank of the Ganges, Parikshit

spoke Srimad
Maharaja had just seven days to live. The brahmana
boy, Sringi, had cursed the king to die by the bite of a
poisonous snakebird. When Maharaja Parikshit
understood his fate, he wondered, “What shall I do
now! How can I achieve the supreme perfection of
life in such a short time?” He went to the Ganga where
many saints and sages were assembled. Various rajarsis,
brahmarsis, maharsis, Vyasa, and Narada were all
there. He asked his questions, but they could not give
him a satisfactory answer.

OFFERING A TRADE

After a while, Sukadev Goswami arrived. He was very
young. The questions were put to him. He said, “Hear
Srimad Bhagavatam.” Everyone exclaimed, “Sadhu, sadhu.
Yes, this is the real answer. There is no other means to
attain the lotus feet of Krishna, the supreme destination.”

While Sukadev speaking
Bhagavatam, the demigods arrived with a jug of
nectar, amrta, from the heavenly planets. They drink
soma-rasa, an intoxicating nectar that increases their
lifespan. As such, they have such a long life; it is as
though they are without death, amara. They live for
one kalpa, a day of Brahma.

The demigods are very expert in fulfilling their
desires. Upon arriving, they offered obeisances to
Sukadev Goswami, and said, “Please take this jug of
nectar and drink from it. Then have Parikshit Maharaja
drink some. By doing so he will not die. In exchange
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for this nectar, we would like the bhagavata-kathamrta,
the nectarean juice emanating from bhagavata-katha.”

Sukadev Goswami laughed at them, “What are you
saying! A broken piece of glass and a precious hira,
diamond, may look alike, but are they the same?! There is
a heaven and hell difference between them. Do you really
think that this nectar of yours and bhagavata-kathamrta
are the same? You are foolish! You do not deserve it and
cannot have it. There is such an abundance of enjoyment
in the heavenly planets, so you take this intoxicant. How
can you think it is the same as bhagavata-kathamrta and
that your proposal is a fair exchange? Get out!”

This can give you some understanding of how
nectarean Bhdgavata really is. It is difficult for the
demigods to understand, what to speak of human beings.
But Sukadev Goswami is such a merciful vaisnava that
he brought it to the material world for you.

Parikshit Maharaja heard Srimad Bhagavatam
continuously for seven days and nights without
sleeping, eating, or drinking. He gave up everything and
only drank the nectar of krsna-katha. Then he went
back home, back to Godhead.

Brahma saw this and said, “Amazing! He was dying,
but he did not die. He went back to the lotus feet of
Krishna.” In his abode, Satyalok, Brahma got a scale.
On one side he placed all of the sadhanas that grant
moksa, liberation. On the other side he put the
Bhagavatam. The Bhagavatam was heavier.

Sri Krithua-kathamrita

DreaprFuL AGE OF KALI

The Padma Purana recounts a conversation between
Suta Goswami and the sages of Naimisharanya:

Once the Four Kumaras met Devarsi Narada at
Badarikashram. The sage did not look like his jolly self.
They asked, “O Naradji, you seem to be in some anxiety.
Where are you coming from and where are you going?
You look as though you have lost something. You are
such a great devotee and are not entrapped by maya.
Please tell us what has happened.”

Narada said, “I have traveled throughout the world,
but because it is dreadful Kali-yuga I cannot experience
real happiness anywhere. Quarrelling, hypocrisy, jealousy,
enviousness, and enmity are rampant.”

kalinadharma-mitrena dhareyam badhitadhuna
satyarh ndsti tapah Saucam daya danam na vidyate
udaram-bharayo j va varakah kiita-bhasinah
mandah sumanda-matayo manda-bhagya hy upadrutah
pasanda-niratah santo viraktah sa-parigrahah

At present, the earth is totally harassed by Kali, the friend
of irreligion. Truthfulness, austerity, cleanliness, mercy, and
charity are nowhere to be seen. The fallen living entities
take pleasure in telling lies and are simply engaged in filling
their bellies. They are lazy, less intelligent, unfortunate, and
always disturbed. Those who are called saintly are actually
pretenders. Though they appear renounced, they accumulare
wealth, women, and paraphernalia for sense pleasure.”
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Photo by Shyam Kumar Das

The original palm leaf Bhagavatam of Srila Ramananda Ray,
preserved at his ancestral home in Bentapur, Orissa, near Jagannath Puri

In Kali-yuga there is no truthfulness, noble conduct,
proper dealings, mercy, or kindness. Human beings are only
engaged in eating, sleeping, defending, and mating. They
always think of money. For them, it has become brighter
than sunshine, sweeter than honey. Most of them are
completely foolish and devoid of knowledge. Their fortune
is bad and their intelligence is bad. They are constantly
afflicted by disease. Even those who go by the name of
sadhu are engaged in sinful activities. They do not follow
the instructions of the Vedas. They are just hypocrites who
run after women and money, kamini and kafcana.

taruni-prabhuta gehe syalako buddhi-dayakah
kanya-vikrayino lobhad dampatinaii ca kalkanam
aérama yavanai ruddhas tirthani saritas tatha
devatayatananyatra dusthair nastani bhitrisah #

In every home, women dominate men. The wife's
brother is the minister, and he gives counseling. Men
have developed so much greed that they sell their
own daughters. Every house is filled with
quarrelling. Asrama-dharma — brahmacarya,
grhastha, vanaprastha, sannyasa — has been
completely destroyed. Yavanas and mlecchas
are demolishing the temples of Lord Rama
and Krishna. Kali-yuga is a davanala, forest
fire. All sadhanas are burnt to ashes in it.
attasiila janapadah sivasala dvijatayah
kaminyah kesasalinyah sambhavanti kalaviha
In Kali-yuga all the human beings are devoid of
pure knowledge, covered over by ignorance.
Consciousness has become so degraded that cooked
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food is sold in the market.
So-called brahmanas use
the Vedas as a mercantile
commodity. Many women
become prostitutes, selling
sex. All of this is only to

earn money.

BHAKTI-DEVI AND
HER SONS

Narada described that
at last he came to
Vrindavan. At the bank
of the Yamuna sat a
young woman. She
looked very pale and full
of  anxiety, and
sometimes she was crying.
Two old men were lying at her left side, breathing very
heavily. She was trying to console them. Many other women
were also there. They said, “O Devi, have patience. Lord
Krishna is sure to shower his mercy upon you.”

When sage Narada arrived on the scene, the young
woman addressed him, “O great sadhu, please stay here for
some time and give me some of your valuable instructions.
By hearing from you, I think my distress will be over.” When
someone’s good fortune, saubhdgya, arises, one meetsa sadhu.
Otherwise, such a darsana is not possible.

Then Narada asked, “O goddess, who are you! Who
are the two old men lying to your left and these other
women? What is the cause of your distress!”

She replied, “I am Bhakti-devi, and these are my two
sons, jiana and vairagya. In Kali-yuga, this is their
condition. They have become extremely old and invalid.
They cannot even get up by themselves. These ladies are
all personified tirthas, holy places, headed by Ganga-devi.

..

Srila Ray Ramananda’s personal lekhana, the
traditional pen used to write on palm leaves,
preserved at his home in Bentapur, Orissa
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They are here to serve me. Despite their presence, | am
not happy. Please listen to my story.

“My birthplace is Dravidadesh, South India. | was
nourished in Karnataka. I stayed in Maharastra and
then went to Gujarat. Kali-yuga is prevailing there very
strongly. While I was there, pasandas, miscreants, hit
my soft body. My sons and I became very old. When
we reached Vrindavan, though, I regained my youth,
but my two sons have not gotten back theirs. I have
decided to leave here and go to foreign countries. The
problem is that I cannot move my sons in their present
condition. | am a young mother, but my sons are old.
Why has this happened?”

Then Narada said, “O Goddess Bhakti, do not be
distressed. Kali-yuga has caused all of you to age. Although
you regained your youth upon reaching Vrindavan, your
sons could not because there are no customers for jiiana
and vairagya here. With my eye of knowledge I can see
that Lord Hari will benedict you with his mercy very soon.
Then your troubles will be over.”

santo hy asmin su-duhkharta asanto hrsta-mdanasah
drsyate dhira-cittas tu pandito 'pi na ko 'pi ca
In Kali-yuga the saintly suffer terrible distress and

the demoniac rejoice. But nobody, including the
pandita, is seen to have a peaceful mind.”

WhHy WasN’T KaLl KiLLeD?

Bhakti-devi asked, “Why did Parikshit Maharaja not
kill Kali when he had the opportunity? Instead, the king
excused him and gave him places to stay.”

Narada replied:

drsto dig-vijaye rajia dina-vac charanam gatah
na mayda maraniyo ‘yam saranga iva sara-bhuk
vat phalar nasti tapasa na yogena samadhina

tat phalam labhate samyak kalau kesava-kirtanat '

“When Maharaja Parikshit was out conquering in all
directions, he saw Kali. Just as the king was about to kill
him, Kali surrendered. It is the duty of a ksatriya that if
someone surrenders they must be given shelter. Maharaja
Parikshit was a sara-grahi, one who accepted the good and
rejected the bad, like a bee who sucks honey from a flower.
kirtanad eva krsnasya mukta-sanga param vrajet — He saw
one good characteristic about Kali-yuga. If someone does
hari-kirtana, the chief result is krsna-prema and he very easily
attains mukti, liberation. The same opportunity is not
available in other yugas. It cannot be achieved by tapasya,
samadhi, or jiana. It is only possible by hari-kirtana. If Kali
were killed, people would not have that same chance.”

Sri Krishna-kathamrita

Painting by B. K. Mitra

Narada Muni

kaler dosa-nidhe rajann asti hy eko mahan gunah
kirtanad eva krsnasya mukta-sangah param vrajet
In Kali-yuga, people are always engaged in
abominable activities. They are surrounded by the
enemies kama, krodha, lobha, moha, matsarya — lust,
anger, greed, delusion, and enviousness. The essence of
everything has become lust. Even so-called pandits sell
the Bhagavata. Day and night, they think only of money
and woman. They are expert at producing children and
nothing else. They go to every home selling Bhagavata
as a mercantile commodity. Some pandits are paid
thousands of dollars to speak. There was a man from
Gujarat invited to speak Bhagavata in the West. In one
night he collected 8,000 dollars. How can Bhagavatam
be effective that way? The sara, the essence, becomes
lost. A pure vaisnava-sampradaya is not there.

THE GLORIES OF BHAKTI

Bhakti-devi said, “O Devarsi Narada, all glories unto
you! [ am very fortunate to have met such a sadhu as you.”
Narada replied to her:
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“Once you went to the Supreme, Lord Krishna, with
folded hands and asked, ‘O my Lord, what shall 1 do?
What is my duty and work?’

“Krishna then told you, mad bhaktan posayeti ca — “You
should maintain my devotees." Immediately you accepted
that order. Being very pleased, Lord Hari gave you mukti as
a maidservant and jidana and vairagya as your two sons.”

The sage then promised the goddess:

anya-dharmans tiras-krtya puras-krtya mahotsavan
tada naham harer daso loke tvam na pravartaye

“Hear my vow! If I do not preach your message, sub-

due all other religions, and make devotional festi-

vals predominant, then I shall not be considered
the servant of Lord Hari.”'

nrnam janma-sahasrena bhakeih su-krtinam bhavet

kalau bhaktih kalau bhaktir bhakeya kysnah purah-sthicah

On the strength of pious activities performed for
hundreds of lifetimes, one becomes attracted to
bhakti. Bhakti is everything in Kali-yuga. Attracted
by bhakti, Lord Krishna personally manifests him-
self before the devoree."”

harer nama harer nama harer namaiva kevalam
kalau nasty eva ndsty eva nasty eva gatir anyatha

In this age of quarrel and hypocrisy the only means

of deliverance is the chanting of the holy names of

the Lord. There is no other way. There is no other

way. There is no other way.”

The name of Krishna is not different from Krishna.
This is most important, because, bhaktyaham ekaya
grahyah ** — how can you approach Krishna? Only by
bhakti. Not by jidana, vairagya, karma, or yoga. Krishna
says, aham bhakta-paradhino ¥ — “Although I am
supremely independent, | am dependent on my dear
devotee.” He only becomes captured by bhakti.

Narada then tried hard to wake up Bhakti-devi’s two
sons, jiana and vairagya, but he could not. He spoke loudly
into their ears to no effect. He recited the Upanisads and
Vedas, which only revived them for a minute. Narada
became very morose and thought of Lord Govinda.
Suddenly, a voice came from the sky, “O Devarsi Narada!
Do not be distressed, as your effort will be crowned with
success. You should seek the instructions of sadhus on
how to perform sat-karma, some virtuous deed. Once you
act according to their advice, jiana and vairagya will
wake up and Bhakti-devi will be pleased. Then you will
be able to establish her supremacy amongst dharmas.”

Sri

Radha Vinode

On the opposite page, with Srimati Radharani, is Sri Radhavinode (literally,
“he who sports with Radha”), the beloved deity of Srila Lokanath Goswami.
They are currently being worshiped in Jaipur, Rajasthan.

Narahari Chakravarti describes in Bhakti-ratnakara 71.325-338 how
Radhavinode came to Lokanath:

While moving about in various places in Vraja, Srila Lokanath Goswami

Painting by Bhakta Charles

Lokanath Goswami
and Krishnadas
Kaviraj Goswami

came to Kishori-kund, which is situated in Khadirvan at the village Umrao.
Lokanath decided to live there in seclusion, cherishing the hope that he could
one day serve the deity of Krishna. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu understood
Lokanath’s desire and appeared before him disguised and carrying a deity of
Krishna. He put the deity named Radhavinode in Lokanath’s hands and
immediately disappeared. Lokanath could not understand who had given him
such a beautiful deity or where that personality had gone.

Seeing Lokanath’s bewildered state, Sri Radhavinode smiled and explained: “I have been staying in a
forest near here. | could understand that you were not satisfied, so | came to you on my own without
taking anyone’s help. Now, please feed me.” Lokanath became stunned and stood there with tears
flowing from his eyes. Then he hurriedly cooked some food and offered it to Radhavinode. He made a
bed of flowers and requested the deity to lie down. Lokanath fanned him with a leaf and then massaged
his legs. He made a small cloth bag as a temple for the deity. That bag glowed with a divine light.
Lokanath hung it around his neck and carried Radhavinode with him wherever he went.

— Adapted from the translation by Sri Kusakratha Das. The Krishna Institute. Culver City, California.

Sri Krithna-kathamrita
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The Four Kumaras

Sri Caitanya Bhagavata (madhya 21.15-16) describes:
sabe purusartha ‘bhakti’ bhagavate haya
‘premariipa bhagavata’ cari vede kaya
cari veda — ‘dadhi’, bhagavata — ‘navanita’
mathilena suke, khailena pariksita
‘Premariipa bhagavata’ cari veda kaya—The four Vedas
say that Bhagavata is the embodiment of krsna-prema. The
supreme perfection can only be attained by hearing Svimad
Bhagavatam from the right source. The four Vedas are like
yogurt. If you churn yogurt, butter will come out. Sukadev
Goswami churned them, the butter of Srimad Bhagavatam
was produced, and Parikshit Maharaja ate it. Another
example given is that of ghee in milk. If you drink milk, can
you taste the ghee in it? No. But if ghee comes out separately
by churning butter then you can taste it. Similarly, sugar is
there throughout sugarcane. Can you taste the sugar? No.
First the sugarcane juice must be boiled and condensed, and
then the sweetness of sugar will come out.

JNANA AND VAIRAGYA REVIVED

In pursuit of sadhus to instruct him, Narada arrived
at Badarikashram. After hearing of the preceding events,
the four Kumaras explained:

Where there is bhagavata-katha, bhakti, jiana, and
vairagya appear automatically. The Kumaras assured
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Narada that hearing this maha-purana would revive the
youth of Bhakti-devi’s sons.

The Srimad Bhagavatam has unlimited glories.
yasyam vai Srityamdandydam krsne parama-puruse
bhaktir utpadyate purisah Soka-moha-bhayapaha

Simply by giving aural reception to this Vedic lit-

erature, the feeling for loving devotional service to

Lord Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead,

sprouts up at once to extinguish the fire of lamenta-

tion, illusion, and fearfulness.”

By hearing with full faith and rapt attention from
the right source — the lips of a pure devotee — one can
develop prema-bhakti very easily. No other sadhana is
required; one need only come daily and hear.

yaha, bhagavata pada vaisnavera sthane
ekanta asraya kara caitanya-carane

Just go to a bhakta-bhagavata-vaisnava, a dear devotee

of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, hear and study Srimad

Bhagavatam from him. In this way, you will easily

develop krsna-bhakti.”®
katha bhagavatasyapi nityarn bhavati yad grhe
tad grham tirtha-ritparn hi vasatam papa-nasanam
asvamedha sahasrani vajapeya-satani ca
suka-sastra-kathayas ca kalarm narhanti sodasim

Any place where bhagavata-katha is recited daily be-

comes a holy place. All of the tirthas go there. The

residents of that place become very fortunate. All of
their sinful reactions are completely destroyed. One
may perform one thousand horse sacrifices, but its
results cannot be compared to one-sixteenth the
benefit of hearing Bhagavatam.”
tavat papani dehe ‘smin nivasanti tapodhanah
yavan na Srityate samyak srimad-bhagavatarh naraih

O sages whose wealth is austerity, sins reside in a person’s

body only until he properly hears Srimad Bhagavatam.”?

This text discusses the need to realize what has been
heard. One must hear with rapt attention and understand
the purport completely. It must be realized. If one hears in a
superfluous way their sinful reactions will never leave them.

slokdardham sloka-padam va nityarn bhagavatodbhavam
pathasva sva-mukhenaiva yadicchasi parar gatim *

If you really want to achieve the supreme perfection,
you should utter at least one Bhagavatam verse daily. If
you cannot utter one verse, recite at least half a verse.
That is why you are asked to repeat the verse in
Bhagavatam class. By this, all of your sinful reactions
are destroyed and you will develop pure bhakti.

There is no doubt, na samsaya, that where Bhagavata-
patha-pravacana, the class on the Bhagavatam goes on, the
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A page from the original palm leaf Bhagavatam of Lord Nityananda
Prabhu, kept at the Granthagarika, Sanskrit Sahitya Parishad, Kolkata.
The main verses (written in Bengali script) are said to be Lord

appeared. Bhakri-devi was a young
maiden and her two sons were children.
They were uttering the names:
$r1 krsna govinda hare murare
he natha narayana vasudeva
hare krsna hare krsna
kysna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama
rama rama hare hare

The munis and sages present there were
stunned to see that jiana and vairdagya
had regained their youth.. The Kumaras
explained, “This is the result of hearing
bhagavata-katha from the right source.

Nityananda’s personal handwriting. The notes on the edge are said to Then Bhakti-devi said to Sanat Kumar, “I

be from Virabhadra Prabhu, the son of Lord Nityananda.

papa, sinful activities, accumulated for millions of lives will
be destroyed. In all our ISKCON temples, the founder acarya,
my revered spiritual master Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada Maharaja, introduced this daily program. One
and all must attend. It is most important.

anta-kale tu yenaiva srityate suka-$astra-vak

pritya tasyaiva vaikuntham govindo ‘pi prayacchati

If someone hears Bhagavatam at the time of dearh,

Lord Govinda becomes very pleased and rakes that

person to Vaikuntha.””

In India, often when someone is dying the Bhagavata
is read aloud. By that sound vibration touching his ear
he will go to Vaikuntha. That is Vedic civilization.

A person who never drinks the nectar emanating from
Srimad Bhagavatam is greatly sinful. He is a great burden for
Mother Earth. He is like a beast. Therefore those who are
intelligent will come and hear Bhagavatam, even at the cost
of their lives. You may live hundreds of miles away, but you
should still come. Even if it is a matter of great inconvenience
and money, come and hear. You go
hundreds and thousands of miles for
material accomplishments, why not do
this? By doing so you will be able to
attain the supreme perfection of life.
Only a foolish person cannot relish
bhagavata-kathamrta. But even if you
cannot, just by sitting and hearing you
will still receive benefit.

When the four Kumaras were
glorifying Srimad Bhagavatam,
Bhakti-devi and her two sons,
jiana and vairagya, suddenly

Srit Krithna-kathamrita

was very much affected by Kali. My whole
body became very hot. But upon hearing
your katha I have become completely nourished. My two
sons and I have regained our youth and are very blissful.
Please tell me, where should I stay now?” The Kumaras
replied, “If someone can develop bhakti, they will attain
Govinda. You give krsna-prema. Therefore you should
always reside in the hearts of vaisnavas.”
tomdra hrdoye sada govinda-visram
govinda kohena — mora vaisnava paran
Narottam Das Thakur describes, O vaisnava-
thakura, Govinda is in your heart.®

It is our prayer that everyone understand Bhagavata-
patha pravacana, reciting which both the speaker and
listener attain kysna-prema bhakti. Why are you here in
the material world? Go back home, back to Godhead!
What other dharma is there! Hearing and speaking
Bhagavata is the only dharma, the only sadhana. Hearing
and chanting the Bhagavatam grants one the highest
goal of life, krsna-prema.
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Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur studied this Srimad Bhagavatam from
Nityananda Prabhu. Preserved at Sripat Denura, West Bengal.
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Then the Kumaras said,

ye manavah papa-krtas tu sarvada
sada duracara-rata vimarga-gah
krodhagni-dagdhah kutilas ca kaminah
saptaha-yajiiena kalau punanti te
In Kali-yuga everyone is always engaged in sinful
activities. Never treading the path of bhakti, they are
very angry, crooked persons. They are always engaged in
illicit sex. This bhagavata-katha-patha is a great boon
for them. We should make arrangements for them to
come and hear and thereby they will become free from
their sinful reactions. Such a boon has come to us by
the mercy of Sukadev Goswami and Parikshit Maharaja.

(QUESTIONS

Devotee: What is the difference between hearing
from a sadhu and reading their books?

Gour Govinda Swami: Hearing directly is very
effective. By doing so you can really receive the mercy
of the sadhu-vaisnava. The tattva he speaks travels out
from the core of his heart through his lips like a volcanic
eruption. Govinda and prema-bhakti reside within his
heart. Directly hearing allows you to experience that
eruption. And if you cannot understand something,
questions can be asked. You cannot do that by reading
or hearing a tape. If such facility is not available, hear
from the text and recordings. If you really cry,
arrangements will be made and you will receive mercy.

Srila Prabhupada said that the Bhagavata is not like
Mahabhdarata and other scriptures. They cannot be
compared to it. Continue on, with time the consciousness
and heart will be purified and you will develop a taste for
it. Rupa Goswami says in his Upadesamrta, Nectar of
Instruction (Text 7):

syat krsna-nama-caritadi-sitapy avidya-
pittopatapta-rasanasya na rocika nu

kintv adarad anudinam khalw saiva justa
svadvi kramad bhavati tad-gada-miila-hantri

The holy name, character, pastimes and activities of
Krishna are all transcendentally sweet like sugar
candy. Although the tongue of one afflicted by the
jaundice of avidya, ignorance, cannot taste anything
sweet, it is wonderful that simply by carefully
chanting these sweet names every day, a natural relish
awakens within his tongue, and his disease is
gradually destroyed at the root.

If you give a jaundiced patient sugar-candy, it will
taste bitter to him. But if you give him neem leaves, he
will find them sweet. If he is conscious of his diseased
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Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja

state then there is hope. He must approach a doctor.
The doctor understands the disease and prescribes
medicine with sugar candy. If faith is put in the words
of the doctor, gradually the disease will be cured. What
was once bitter will return to tasting sweet. Thank you.

bhagavata-katha ki jaya!

bhagavata-kathamrta ki jaya!

grantha-raja srimad bhagavatam ki jaya!

prabhupadaji maharaja ki jaya!
samaveta-bhakta-vrnda ki jaya!
gaura-premanande hari haribol! @
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Rasikananda Prabhu appeared in this world in the year
1590. The devotees in the line of Shyamananda Prabhu
consider Rasikananda to be an incarnation of Aniruddha,
the expansion of Lord Vishnu. His mother’s name was
Bhavani. His father was Sri Achyuta Dev, the king of Rohini.
The village of Rohini or Royni was situated within the country
known as Mallabhumi, on the bank of the Suvarnarekha
River in Northern Orissa. Achyuta's son was known as
“Rasik”, “Rasikananda” and also as “Murari”. The following
stories adapted from the Bengali book Rasika-mangala
written by Sri Gopijanavallabha Das, a prominent disciple
of Srila Rasikananda Prabhu, illustrate the divine attachment
Rasikananda had for Srimad Bhagavatam.

GRAIN CEREMONY

When Rasikananda was a small child, the time came
for his anna-prasana, “first grains” ceremony. His father
Achyuta began to arrange for it. He invited learned
brahmanas and all his friends and relatives and requested
their permission, saying, “If you all permit me then I shall
offer rice to the mouth of my son.” Permission was gladly
given and Achyuta ordered the decoration of his house.
The women drew an auspicious mandala on the floor
and placed a camara and a silver conch along with rice
and cow dung in the middle of it. They also arranged for
a table on which they put a pen, a palm leaf, and the
Srimad Bhagavatam. After performing the scheduled
rituals, they decorated Rasik with many ornaments and
smeared his body with perfume and sandalwood. Faint
lines of cow urine on his forehead made him look very
charming, and he shone with a beauty like the moon.
Rasik’s father, surrounded by his friends, sat with his son
on his lap while the brahmanas recited Vedic hymns and
poured oblations into the sacred fire. Musical instruments
were played and the ladies made auspicious sounds.

Varieties of foodstuffs were arranged on a dish and
after putting Rasik in front of the dish the women told
him, “O dear Rasik! Bring the thing that you like the
most.” Hearing their words, the baby looked at the Srimad
Bhagavatam with tears in his eyes. He eagerly took hold
of the book and embraced it tightly to his chest. He began

Sri Krirhna-kathamrita

Srila Rasikananda Prabhu

to cry, and ecstatic symptoms appeared in his body. All
the spectators were astonished to see this and one
remarked, “This boy is not an ordinary person. He must
be a dear devotee of Krishna.” Someone else said, “He
will rescue all beings.” Another said, “He has incarnated
to protect religion.” Yet another said, “Achyuta is a most
fortunate father.” At the completion of the rice-giving
ceremony, they bade farewell to the brahmanas and
Achyura distributed many varieties of palatable foodstuffs
to his friends and relatives. At the same time, Rasik’s
mother Bhavani, with utmost care, fed the ladies and
offered them sandalwood pulp, kumkum, betel leaves, and
camphor. All of the ladies took turns holding the child on
their lap and glorifying the good fortune of Bhavani. '

CHILDHOOD ATTACHMENT

Rasik passed his childhood performing all the pastimes
of Krishna as described in Srimad Bhagavatam. Day and
night he became so absorbed in this play with his friends
that he neglected eating and sleeping. This became a cause
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Unknown artist. Pahari style, ¢. 1700s. Government Museum and Art Gallery, Chandigarh.

of concern to his father, and one day
Achyuta took his child in hisarms and
told him, “This playing with your
friends is stopping you from eating. So
from tomorrow | want you to remain
in the house and play instead of going
out.” After hearing his father, the boy
spoke humble and sweet words:
tabe ami na khelaba nagare nagare
bhagavata $una yadi kariya sadare
From now on 1 will not go
wandering about playing so
long as I am allowed to listen to
the Bhagavata. *

This reply made his father very
happy and he immediately called for
some brahmanas. He told them of
the desire of his son and asked that
they come to recite the Bhagavatam
daily. They began to recite, and
Rasik would sit on the lap of his
father and listen to all the pastimes
of the Lord. He listened to the killing
of Kamsa and the re-establishment
of Ugrasena on the throne of
Mathura. He heard how Krishna
studied in gurukula, about the visit
of Uddhava to Vraja, and about the
lamentation of the gopis in their
separation from Krishna. Hearing
these descriptions, Rasik rolled down
from his father's lap unconscious.
Seeing the emotion in the body of
his son, Achyuta recited the names
of the Lord and prayed for the child’s
protection. Listening to the
Bhagavata became the regular habit
of Rasik. Sometimes he heard about
Krishna’s visit to the houses of Kubja
and Akrura. Then he heard of Akrura
going to Hastinapur and the
complaining of Kamsa's two wives
Asti and Prapti to their father Jarasandha. He heard
about the valor of Jarasandha, the King of Magdha, in
his fighting Lord Krishna seventeen times. He heard how
Krishna left Mathura and established his kingdom at
Dwarka. He heard of Muchukunda burning Kalayavan
to ashes and of the apparent fleeing of Krishna and
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Rasikananda was hearing various pastimes from the
Bhagavatam, such as the killing of Kamsa.

Balaram from Jarasandha, Krishna's fight with the kings
for the hand of Rukmini, the kidnapping of Pradyumna
and the killing of Samvara in order to rescue Pradyumna,
the episode of the Syamantaka jewel, Krishna's fight
with Jambavan, his marriage with Jambavati Thakurani,
his marriage with Satyabhama, and the killing of
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Satadhanu by Krishna at Samagrama. These were all
narrated to him. He also listened to the account of

Krishna’s visit to Indraprastha to see the Pandavas, his
marriage with Kalindi, the daughter of Maharaja
Nagnajit, the imprisonment of Saptasanda, the killing
of Narakasura and the freeing of the sixteen thousand
one hundred princesses held in prison, and the capturing
of a parijata tree by defeating the king of heaven. He
listened to the household affairs of Krishna and Rukmini,

Sri Krithna-kathamrita

the names of the sons of each of his
eight wives, the marriages of
Aniruddha and Pradyumna, the fight
with the king of Kalinga, the release
of the Nriga Raja, Lord Balaram’s
visit to Vraja to meet his friends, his
dragging of the Yamuna by his
plough, the killing of Paundraka,
Sudarshan’s burning of Varanasi, and
the imprisonment of Krishna's son in
Hastinapur and Balaram'’s visit to
release him. He heard of Narada's
visit to Dwarka to see Krishna’s
activities in each of his palaces. He
also  heard
imprisonment of ninety-six thousand
kings and their prayers to Krishna for

of Jarasandha's

release, Narada’s return to Dwarka,
the visit to Hastinapur of Krishna and
Uddhava, the killing of Jarasandha
and the release of the imprisoned
kings, the rajasiiya-yajiia, the killing
of Sisupal, the killing of Salya and
Dantavakra,
pilgrimage, including his visit to
Naimisaranya where he killed Suta
Pauranika, the visit of Sudama to

Lord Balaram’s

Dwarka and his release from poverty,
the kings of the Yadus going to
Kurukshetra, and Krishna's meeting
with Nanda Maharaja and the
inhabitants of Vrindavan at
Kurukshetra, Draupadi’s talks with
the eight wives of Krishna, the
kidnapping of Subhadra, Krishna’s
visit to Videha, the visit of Bhrigu
Muni to Dwarka, and Krishna's
acceptance of the mark of Srivatsa.
Then he heard Arjuna’s promise to
the brahmana who lost his children as well as descriptions
of the family members of Krishna and his sons.

In this way Rasik loved to absorb himself in hearing
the Bhagavata. After hearing all twelve cantos he then
heard the Puranas that depicted the glory of Krishna, and
while listening he would shed tears. One of Rasik’s favorite
pastimes was to gather soil and with his own hands mold
it into the form of Sri Krishna. He would then decorate
the form in various ways and offer many items in worship
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while his young friends would sing and dance. Childishly,
Rasik would imagine himself to be a sannyasi and go off
for pilgrimage, absorbed in love for the Lord. But after going
some distance his friends would bring him back. He knew
nothing but the pastimes of the Lord and always floated in
pools of tears remembering him.

Observing the behavior of the child, the inhabitants of
the town were astonished and discussed with one another,
“This child has an effulgence like Krishna’s and he has induced
his father to listen to the Bhagavata. Indeed, the child will
hear nothing else. He must be an associate of Krishna.” They
would bless him, “O Lord Krishna! Protect this boy always
because one day he will surely deliver all beings.” Just by
looking at Rasik’s moonlike face one would forget ones own
identity. His mild and sweet smile charmed everyone. *

STUDYING THE BHAGAVATA
As the Zamindar of Mallabhumi, Rasikananda’s father

Achyuta often visited many countries and would take his
favorite child with him on tour. Rasik would meet and
study under the professors of these places and he soon
became a scholar in six scriptures. While remaining
absorbed in love for Krishna, he obtained a grasp of many
philosophies, including tarka, sankhya, sankhyayana,
mimansd, the theories of Patanjali and others, and soon
mastered them all. He was as brilliant as Brihaspati and
his presence gratified the earth. After completing his
education in these scriptures, he took up studying Srimad
Bhdagavatam under a fortunate professor named Jagannath
Mishra who had composed a poetic rendition of the
Bhagavata. The son of Achyuta analyzed each and every
verse and began to create his own comments. His devotion
in analyzing the slokas was like that of Sukadev Goswami,
while his efforts could be compared to those of Srila
Vyasadev. His explanation of the verses could melt dry
wood and they brought great pleasure to his teacher, who
would affectionately embrace him. Mishra would often
remark, “Glory to Rasik’s mother and father, who are so
fortunate to have a son like Suka and Vyasa. His
explanations of the Bhagavata have opened my own eyes.”

Once after saying this, Mishra took Rasik in his arms
and embraced him. At once Mishra fell under the spell of
the eight kinds of emotion and began to cry. He thought,
“His touch has awakened love and devotion in me. He must
be a favorite devotee of Krishna and can enable me to attain
Krishna. Simply by observing him, all my sins will be removed.”
Everyone who heard this began to sing the glories of Rasik.
They said, “His words give pleasure to the ears. We had studied
Bhagavata for along time but failed to understand the essence
of the theories in this book. This boy has opened our eyes.
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In order to teach the world the inner meanings of Bhagavata
a servant of Krishna has taken birth as the son of Achyuta.”
In this way everyone blessed Rasik.

After completing his studies under Mishra, Rasik studied
under Hari Dube, who was a fortunate devotee of Sri
Krishna. He observed the love and devotion that Rasik
had for Lord Krishna and the two became absorbed together
in scriptures. Rasik was happy to have such a teacher and
both of them forgot about eating and sleeping, being so
absorbed in their study. When Dube would hear Rasik’s
comments on the Bhagavatam he would become emotional
and shed tears. He would take him in his arms and exclaim,
“Glory to the parents! Glory to this land! A child such as
Brihaspati, Vyasa, Suka or Narada has now taken birth.
We have never seen such an intelligent child. In the sphere
of knowledge he can be compared to Brihaspati or Suka.
He is a scholar of all six philosophical systems as well as
Vedanta, the eighteen Puranas, and Bhagavad-gita. He is
an ocean of love of Krishna, and when he explains
something it is as if Krishna himself is speaking through
him. He can refute the interpretations of other scholars
and establish his own explanations in accordance with those
of Narada, Suka and Vyasa. We are indeed fortunate to
have this boy among us. In the future he will deliver all
beings.” Dube was a great soul who could tell past, present
and future, so he blessed Rasik in this way and also informed
all others about the child’s power. *

EcstaTic READING

One day Rasik was reading the tenth canto of the
Bhagavata with Dube. When they came to the chapter
describing Krishna’s going to Mathura and the feelings of
separation felt by the gopis, Rasik fainted and fell to the
ground. As he thought how the gopis could not bear to live
without Krishna, the eight kinds of emotions broke out in
his body. He cried out again and again, “Where has Krishna,
the lord of my life, gone?” Hearing his weeping, others came
to see what was wrong. They said, “This boy's father is the
king of Mallabhumi and he has no want for anything.
Why is he crying? He must have been disturbed by some
rogue.” No one could understand why the child gave up
bathing, eating, and studying, and kept crying all the time.
Everyone was sympathetic towards him, but they were
unable to comfort him. He could not stay at home but
would wander about like someone insane. ’

BHAGAVATAM AND MARRIED LIFE

After his marriage, Rasik Murari settled down and
passed his time discussing Bhagavatam and topics concerning
Lord Krishna. Absorbed in chanting hari-nama, his eyes
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shed a constant flow of tears and he would roll on the
ground, his body manifesting the eight-fold symptoms of
ecstasy. He would cry out, “Krishna is my wealth! He is my
mother, my Lord, my guardian, my son, my friend and my
protector. Without Krishna I have no one. I have dedicated
myself to him.” Rasik’s only concern was the pastimes of
Krishna, and he neglected even eating and sleeping. He
was unable to stay at home, but loved to wander through
the forests where he would sit alone until his relatives found
him and brought him back. There was nothing but Krishna
in his mind, and he grew more and more apathetic to
household affairs. Understanding the thinking of his son,
Achyuta told Rasik, “Listen, my dear Rasik. Remain at
home. I shall provide you with whatever you need.”

suni pita-vakya, kahena rasika
$unaha tata vacana
mithya dekhi saba

satya krsne paramana

samsdra vaibhava,

satya krsna-dhana, satya krsna-jana
satya se krsnera lila
satya vrndavana, satya gopi-gana

satya se nandera bala

Sri Krithna-kathamrita

satya krsna-nama
satya guru krsna-bhakti

satya sankirtana,

§una tdta mora, ei vedasara

krsne deha sabe mati

krsna bhaja tata, sastra abhimata
krsna se sabara prana
brahmadi narada, $iva Suka indra

; A—
krsna vine nahi jana

Hearing his father’s words, Rasika said, “O father,
please hear me! You should understand that material
existence is all false. Truth can only be found in Krishna
— in his opulences, his associates, his pastimes,
Vrindaban, the gopis, and the son of Nanda Maharaja.
Listen, my father, this is the essence of the Vedas. Give
your mind to Krishna. Worship Krishna, O father. That
is the verdict of §astra. Krishna is the life of everything.
Brahma, Narada, Shiva, Sukadev Goswami, Indra and
others know only Krishna and nothing else.” ’

HEAR WITH ATTENTION

One day while Rasikananda and his guru
Shyamananda were sitting in the court of the king
listening to the recitation of the Bhagavata, Rasik turned
his face to the rear. Noticing his inattention to the
Bhagavatam, Shyamananda, became furious and kicked
Rasik twice. Rasik then fell on the ground and lay at
the feet of Shyamananda. With tears in his eyes, he
said, “Today the result of all my sins have been rectified
by the two kicks of Shyamananda Ray. Today I have
been freed from the bondage of the material world and

attained shelter at the feet of my master.”

RESCUING THE BHAGAVATAM

With many great devotees in his company, Rasik
would tour from place to place chanting the name of
Hari. To add to the sweetness of the kirtana, some
played musical instruments. Crowds of people came
running just to observe the beauty of Rasik and to allow
his sweet words to soothe their ears. Hypnotized by his
merciful looks, they would surround him and not want
to leave. After meeting Rasik, everyone became a
devotee of Krishna and many became his disciples.
Rasik went to Dhamnagar, and from there to Sukapala,
and then to Jajpur, where he took bath at Asvamedha
Ghat on the banks of the Vaitarini River. He then had
darsana of Lord Varaha. The day was spent absorbed

Next page: The Vaitarani river in Jajpur, Orissa
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in kirtana, and as he chanted and danced, streams of
tears rolled down from his eyes. Rasik offered many

gifts to the brahmanas.

He went to the banks of the Vaitarani River, which
was then very high due to flooding. A boat was there to
take them to the other side of the river, but seeing the
waves, the people trembled in fear. Chanting the holy
name of Krishna, Rasik and his followers boarded the
boat. As the craft began moving, it rocked from side to
side in the fierce wind. By the time the vessel reached
the middle of the river, the waves became furious and
the boat went out of control. The boatman prayed to
Rasik to save the situation and Rasik advised everyone
not to be afraid, but to think of Krishna. Just as he said
this, the boat toppled over, and Rasik and his companions
fell into the bottomless water. Although the Vaitarani
River at this place is famous as being bottomless, the river
suddenly appeared only knee deep and everyone was able
to stand up.

3
~

Singing the glory of Rasik, they said, “Prabhu is an
ocean of mercy. We fell into the bottomless depth of the
river and he saved us from drowning. Rasik has appeared
in this world just to save us from the clutches of Kali.
Oh Prabhu! You are the friend of the helpless and an
ocean of mercy.” People standing on the banks of the
river began to cry when they saw the boat capsize, for
they thought that not a single person would survive. At
that time they prayed to Narayan to save them. One
person said, “Rasik is with them, so by his grace no one
will die. By remembering his name at the time of danger
one can avoid all kinds of misfortune and even pass safely
through wild animals. He is with them so there is no
need for fear. Rasik’s power is such that he can destroy
the sinners and deliver the fallen.”

As sage-like persons eulogized Rasik, a few boats were
sent to rescue the drowning people. Although the boat
had capsized in the middle of the river, it was found that
everyone was saved. Rasik was standing in the river at a
place where even a twenty-foot bamboo pole would not
touch the bottom. Yet those who had fallen into the river
were standing there as if in knee-deep water. Seeing this,
the boatmen on the rescuing boats were
astonished. They helped all 3
the people onto the boats
and rescued all the



luggage. But Rasikananda’s copy of Srimad
Bhagavatam was missing. Rasik was pained by this,
and he requested everyone to look for the book. Dvija
Radhamadan dove into the water and swam some
distance against the tremendous current until an iron
casket touched his hands. He brought the casket ashore,
but unfortunately, although none of the books
contained therein had been damaged by water, the
Bhagavata was not there. In his anxiety, Rasikananda
Prabhu wanted to enter into the river himself. Sensing
' this, some of his companions jumped into the water
# to join the search. Rasik instructed Radhamadan,
“You had better bring a boat, because although I can
find the manuscript, [ am unable to swim.” A boat
was brought and the Bhagavatam was located.
However, ten to twenty of Rasik’s companions were
unable to lift it out of the water. Then, using all
their might, everyone in the boat tried to lift it,
but they could not succeed and the manuscript
floated away. In amazement, they told Rasik,
“Although there are so many of us, we were
unable to lift the book out of
the water, and because of the
tremendous current we are 4
unable to move it.” Rasik

o
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then had the boatman take him as near as possible
to the manuscript. Rasik stretched out his hand,
caught hold of the book, and quickly lifted if from
the water as if it were a flower. 9*

Endnotes

! From the 6th wave of the eastern division.
2 1.8.10.
3 From the 8th wave of the eastern division.
* From the 9th wave of the eastern division.
* From the 10th wave of the eastern division.
5 1.13.16-19.
. "From the 13th wave of the eastern division.
8 From the Ist wave of the southern division.

?From the 9th wave of the northern division.
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hree places in this world are famous as locations
where the Srimad Bhagavatam was spoken. The

first is Badarikashram where Srila Vyasadev
spoke to his son Sukadev Goswami. The second
is Sukatala where Sukadev spoke to Maharaja Pariksit.
The third revelation of the Bhagavatam took place in
the sacred forest known as Naimisharanya, where Suta
Goswami spoke the Bhagavatam to a group of rishis.
Also known today as Nimsar or Nimkharavan,
Naimisharanya is situated on the bank of the sacred
Gomati River, about 30 km from Sitapur and 72 km
northwest of Lucknow in the Sitapur District of
modern Uttar Pradesh.
Srimad Bhagavatam (1.1.4) states:
naimise ‘nimisa-ksetre rsayah saunakadayah
satrarh svargaya lokdya sahasra-samam asata
Once, in a holy place in the forest of Naimisharanya,
great sages headed by Saunaka Rishi assembled to
perform a great thousand-year sacrifice for the
satisfaction of the Lord and his devotees.

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada comments on this verse:

Srimad Bhagavatam, after its first recitation by
Srila Sukadev Goswami, was repeated for the
second time at Naimisharanya.

In the Vayaviya Tantra it is said that Brahma, the
engineer of this particular universe, contemplated
a great wheel that could enclose the universe.
The hub of this wheel was fixed at Naimisharanya.
Similarly, there is another reference to the forest
of Naimisharanya in the Varaha Purana, where it
is stated that by performance of sacrifice here the
strength of demoniac people is curtailed. Thus,
brahmanas prefer Naimisharanya for such
sacrificial performances.

StorY OF GAURAMUKH RISHI

There are two histories that tell how
Naimisharanya got its name. One is given in the
eleventh chapter of the Varaha Purana where the
history of a sage named Gauramukh is described:
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There was a righteous king in Satya-yuga named

2 Supratika. By the blessings of Atreya Muni, Supratika got a

powerful son named Durjaya who conquered the entire earth

: = and later defeated Indra and all of the demigods. Once, while
% wandering about in the forest driving away wild animals,

the king came across the hermitage of the great sage and

i~ devotee Gauramukh. Maharaja Durjaya arrived at the sage’s

ashram with an army consisting of over 300,000 horses,
100,000 elephants, 100,000 chariots and 500,000 foot soldiers.'

Seeing his unexpected visitors, Gauramukh Rishi
wanted to properly receive them, but was unhappy that

Gauramukh Rishi

Unknown artist. Pahari style, late 1600s. From the collection of Hashem Khosrovani, Geneva



he could not accommodate so many. In anxiety, he began
to offer prayers to Lord Vishnu. Pleased with his devotion,
Vishnu appeared before him. Wearing brilliant yellow
silken garments, carrying a conch and a club in his hands,
and seated upon his winged carrier Garuda, Lord Vishnu
shone with a luster greater than thousands of suns.
Vishnu asked the sage what boon he wanted. The rishi
requested the ability to be able to nicely receive the king
and his entourage. Lord Vishnu gave Gauramukh a special
jewel that had the ability to fulfill all of one’s desires.

By the power of the jewel, Gauramukh created hundreds
of thousands of mansions, each complete with opulent
furniture, beautiful gardens full of cuckoos, and other charming
song birds. The gardens contained many auspicious trees such
as campaka, asoka, punndga, naga and kesara. Stalls for
elephants and stables for horses appeared complete with food
for the animals. In the mansions, opulent feasts served from
golden utensils were provided for the king's associates,
consisting of the four types of foodstuffs.

Seeing all of them in the mansions, Gauramukh,
standing with the divine jewel in his hand given to him
by Lord Vishnu, spoke. “O king, when you are ready to
bathe and have your meal, I shall send charming ladies
and obedient servants to wait on you. After saying that,
the powerful devotee brahmana then carefully placed the
divine jewel in a safe place while the king watched him.
As soon as the sage put the jewel away, immediately
thousands of celestial ladies appeared there. Decorated
with cosmetics and valuable ornaments, the ladies
attracted everyone with their beauty and charm. The ladies
and many servants then followed the king and his men to
their bath. While the king was bathing, many ladies sang,
played musical instruments, and danced — just as when
the king of heaven takes his bath. After they finished
bathing, Gauramukh also provided the king and his men
with precious jewels and the finest silk clothing. The great
sage then showed fine hospitality to the king’s servants.

Seeing all of this, the king was struck with wonder,
and thought, “How is he providing all of these things! Is
it by the power of his penances or by the effulgent jewel
he was carrying?”

That night, the king and his men slept comfortably
in opulent surroundings like those in the heavenly planets.
Rising in the morning, the king was surprised to find
that all of the mansions, furniture, and beautiful women
had disappeared. Feeling unhappy, the king thought, “The
rishi’s jewel fulfils all the wishes of whoever possesses it.
Therefore, I will steal it from him.” After Maharaja
Durjaya and his entourage left the sage’s ashram, the
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king told his minister to return to the rishi and ask him
to donate the jewel to the king.

The minister told the sadhu, “The king deserves to keep
all valuable jewels. Thus you should give this one to him.”

Hearing his words, the saint became very angry and
replied, “Sastra says that the brahmanas are qualified to
accept donations, while the duty of the kings is to give
them charity. Being a king, how is he making a request
like a poor man? What you are telling me means that
King Durjaya is a person of bad conduct. Go back to
your ill-behaved king.”

DESTROYED IN A MOMENT

The minister returned to the king and repeated
everything said by the brahmana. Hearing the words of
Gauramukh Rishi, the king became angry and called for
his chieftain named Nila. King Durjaya told him,
“Immediately go to the house of that brahmana, snatch
the jewel away from him, and return here.

Receiving the king’s order, Nila went to the sages ashram
accompanied by a huge army. Upon his arrival, Nila saw
that the jewel was being kept in Gauramukh'’s agni-hotrasala,
the place where he worshiped the sacred fire. When the
cruel Nila got down from his chariot to take the gem, suddenly
innumerable powerful soldiers holding weapons, along with
chariots and horses, came out of the divine jewel. They began
to fight with Nila and his army. In that tumultuous battle,
Nila and his army were completely destroyed.

When Durjaya Maharaja heard the news, he became
even more angry and rushed to the ashram of the rishi
with a huge army. Hearing that Durjaya was going to
battle, fifteen of his neighboring kings and friends arrived
with their vast armies to help him. They began to engage
in a terrible fight with the jewel-born soldiers. The sage
Gauramukh stood near the gate of his ashram in deep
thought, watching that wonderful and horrible battle.
Seeing that his jewel was the cause of that horrible
conflict, Gauramukh began to meditate on Lord Vishnu.

Suddenly, Vishnu appeared there before him and
asked what he wanted. With folded hands, the sage
replied, “Please kill this sinful Durjaya and his army.”

Vishnu then threw his sudarsana-cakra at the king
and his army, and in one moment the king and all his
forces were reduced to ashes.

uvdca nimisenedam nihatam danavam kulam
aranye 'smims tatas tv evarh naimisaranya sanjiitam
bhavisyati yathartho vai brahmananarm nivesanam
aham ca yajiie purusa e tasmin vanagocare
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Rishis

Lord Vishnu then told the sage Gauramukh. “Since
this race of demons was killed within a moment
(nimisa), this forest (aranya) shall be known as
naimisaranya. This will be an abode of brahmanas. In
this forest I will be known as yajiia-purusa, the lord
of sacrifice. Sacrifices should be offered here always.”
Srila Viswanath Chakravarti Thakur quotes the
above verses in his purport to Srimad Bhagavatam 1.1.4,
and then comments: “Another meaning [of naimisal
implied in these verses is that one should only reside in
that place where one is able to instantly kill the enemies
of lust and so on.”

Lorp BrRaAHMA’S WHEEL

A number of Puranas, including the Vayu Purana
(1.2.8), the Siva Purana (7.3.53-57) and the Brahmanda
Purana (1.1.2.1-8), describe another story behind the
meaning of “naimisaranya”. Some sages once
approached Lord Brahma and asked him, “Where is the
best place in the world to perform penance?” Lord
Brahma created a wheel weapon in his mind. This cakra
was as bright as the sun. Brahma threw it and told the
great sages that wherever it landed would be the best
place for them to perform penances. The Brahmanda
Purana (1.1.2.8) states:
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bhramato dharma-cakrasya
yatra nemir asiryata
karmana tena vikhyatarn
naimisam muni-piijitam
The place where the rim of the whirl-
ing dharmacakra (wheel of righteous-
ness) fell off became well known as
naimisa on account of that event. It is a
place worshiped by the sages.

The word nemi means the rim or a section
of the rim of a wheel supported by spokes.
Hence as described in the above verse,
another meaning of the name
Naimisharanya is the forest where the rim
of the wheel fell off.

In his article “Naimisaranya, The Hub
of The Universe”,’ Sri Bhakti Vikash Swami
describes the local tradition spoken in
Naimisharanya about this story:

At the juncture of the previous age,
Dvapara-yuga, and the present one, Kali,
eighty thousand sages headed by
Saunaka Rishi wanted to perform a
sacrifice to hold off the effects of the
oncoming evil age. They went to Lord
Brahma, who lives on the highest planet
in the universe. “Where can we perform a sacrifice
that will counteract the influence of Kali?” they asked.
“Where will our sacrifice have the greatest effect?”
Brahma told them, “I'll send a disc. Follow it and
perform your sacrifice where it hits the earth.”

Unknown arl:ist..Basohii, Pahari style, mid 18th century.

The disc (cakra) went spinning down and down and
struck the earth at the place known as Chakratirtha in
the forest known as Naimisharanya. According to tradi-
tion, the disc passed through the earth and sped toward
the Garbhodaka Ocean at the bottom of the universe.
When the disc had passed six of the seven planetary
systems between the earth and the Garbhodaka Ocean,
the sages became worried that if it were to strike the
water, the splash would drown the earth. So they prayed
to goddess Durga, the controller of the material energy,
and she stopped the disc from going any further.

This history explains why the lake at Chakratirtha
is said to be bottomless. In the nineteenth century,
to try to discredit this claim, the British sent a chain
down into the lake to find the bottom. After reach-
ing one and a half miles, we're told, they gave up.

GLORIFIED IN THE PURANAS

The following are just a few of the many
glorifications of Naimisharanya found in the Puranas
and other Vedic literatures:
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tata$ ca naimisarh gacchet punyar dvija-nisevitam
tatra nityam nivasati brahma deva-ganaih saha
naimisam prarthayanasya papasyarddhar pranaSyati
pravista manas tu narah sarva papat pramucyate
tatra masar vased dhirau naimise tirtha tat-parah
prthivyam yani tirthani naimise tani bharata
abhisekam tatra krtva niyato niyatasanah
rajasuyasya yajiiasya phalam prapnoti manavah
pundty asaptamam caiva kulam bharata sattama
yas tyajen naimise pranan upavdsa-parayanah

samodet svarga-loka-stha evam ahur manisinah

nityarh medhyam ca punyam ca naimisam nrpa-sattama

[Narada Muni to Yudhisthir Maharaja:] One should
go to Naimisha, the auspicious place resorted to by
brahmanas. Lord Brahma always resides there with
hosts of gods. Half the sin of one who merely desires
to go to Naimisha perishes. Upon entering there, one
is freed from all sin. A wise man intent on visiting
holy places should stay at Naimisha for one month. O
descendent of Bharat, whatever holy places are on
this earth, all of them are present in Naimisharanya.

The sapta, or seven principle rishis

Sri Krirhna-kathamrita
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Pilgrims take bath in Chakratirtha Kund

One who controls his diet and senses and takes bath
there obtains the fruit of a Rajasuya sacrifice and
purifies up to seven generations of his family mem-
bers. The wise say that he who is wholly devoted to
fasting and gives up his life at Naimisha will stay in

the heavenly planets and rejoice there. O best of

kings, Naimisha is always pure and holy. (Padma

Purana 3.32.24-39)

naimisam prarthayanasya papasyardharn pranasyati
pravistamdtras tu narah sarvapapaih pramucyate
tatra masam vased dhiro naimise tirtha tatparah
prthivyam yani tirthani naimise tani bharata
[Pulastya Muni to Bhishmadev:] If one only desires to
go to Naimisharanya, half of one's sins are destroyed.
As soon as a person enters Naimisharanya, they are
cleansed of all their sins. O descendant of Bharata, a
pilgrim should live in Naimisha for one month, for all
tirthas are present there. (Mahabharata 3.82.54-55)
tretdyam naimisam smrtam

[Brahma to Lord Shiva:] Naimisharanya is the tirtha
for Treta-yuga. (Padma Purana 1.34.225)

tirthe tu naimisarh nama sarva tirtha phala pradam
[Pulastya Muni to Grandfather Bhishmadev:] The
sacred place known as Naimisharanya grants the
fruits of all sacred places. (Padma Purana 1.11.6)

yah praydti sapiitatma narayana puram vrajet
[Pulastya Muni to Grandfather Bhishmadev:] One

who goes (to Naimisharanya) with a purified soul goes
to the abode of Lord Naravan. (Padma Purana 1.11.9)

kuruksetram krte tivtham tretayam puskarar smytam
dvapare naimisaranyam nava-khandam kalau kila

In Satya-yuga, Kurukshetra is the most important
holy place, in Tretd-yuga, Lake Pushkar is the most
important holy place, in Dvapara-yuga,
Naimisharanya is the most important holy place, and
in Kali-yuga, Nabadwip is the most important holy
place. (Mukti-sankalini Tantra)*
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THE LorDp’s ForM AS A FOREST

The members of the Sri (Ramanuja) Sampradaya
also worship Naimisharanya. They consider it to be one
of the 108 divya-desams, principal sacred places in this
material world. According to their tradition,’ Lord
Vishnu once manifested before Lord Brahma and
informed him that he would appear in a deity form
known as Ranganath in Sri Rangam and in seven other
places: Sri Mushnam,® Venkatadri,? Saligram,?
Thotadri,” Pushkar,'® Badri," and Naimisharanya.
According to this account of the Sri Vaishnava tradition,
the Lord manifested himself as the forest in
Naimisharanya and is hence known as aranya-svariipa,
the form of the Lord as a forest.

Lavita DEvi

The local tradition in Naimisharanya is that this is
one of the sakti-pithas, sacred places in connection with
Sati, Lord Shiva’s wife. After Sati committed suicide at
the yajiia of her father Daksha,” Lord Shiva angrily
picked up her body and began his universal dance of
destruction. Seeing the danger, Lord Vishnu cut Sati’s
body to pieces, the parts of which fell in various places
all over India. The places where they landed are
considered to be sakti-pithas. In Naimisharanya it is said
that part of her body fell there" and is worshiped as
Lalita Devi along with an ancient siva-linga.

It is said that after stopping the Lord’s sudarsana
cakra before it struck the Garbhodaka ocean, Durga
appeared in Naimisharanya as Lalita. She is considered
to be the presiding female deity of Naimisharanya. She
is very popular and is said to grant whatever one desires.

SHATARUPA & SWAYAMBHUVA MANU

The third canto, chapter twelve of the Srimad
Bhagavatam tells how once a male and female came out
of the body of Lord Brahma. They became known as
Swayambhuva Manu and Shatarupa. Swayambhuva Manu
and Shatarupa married and begot Devahuti, who was given
in marriage to Kardama Muni and became the mother of
Lord Kapiladev. Both the local tradition in Naimisharanya
and the vaisnava poet Tulsidas in his Rama-carita-manasa,”
describe that after ruling over the earth for many years,
Swayambhuva Manu decided to retire and devorte himself
to spiritual practices. He and Shatarupa then went to
Naimisharanya where they were joyfully greeted by the
sages and were given a tour of the various holy places
there.

Sri Krivhna-kathamrita

The two of them began eating a simple diet of local
fruits, vegetables and roots. Daily they were hearing
recitation of the Puranas in the association of the saints
in that sacred place. With great devotion they began
regular recitation of the mantra, omm namo bhagavate
vasudevaya. With a burning desire to see the Lord of their
hearts, they passed 6,000 years living only on water, then
for 10,000 years they refused to even take air, while each
of them remained standing on one leg. Seeing their
penance, Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva came to them many
times offering them boons. Each time Shatarupa and
Swayamhuva refused and continued with their austerities.
Their bodies became reduced to skeletons, but still their
strong desire to see the particular form of the Lord they
cherished did not diminish. Finally the Lord appeared
before them in his human-like form of Sri Ramachandra.

Seeing the beauty of the Lord, Shatarupa and
Swayambhuva Manu were entranced. When he offered
them a blessing, they replied that there was nothing that
they wanted, only they would like to have a son exactly
like the Lord. Lord Rama replied that since there was no
one in all of the three worlds like him, then he himself
would become their son. Thus Shatarupa and
Swayambhuva Manu became Kausalya and Maharaja
Dasarath in their next births.

The place where Shatarupa and Swayambhuva Manu
had their ashram in Naimisharanya is next to Vyasa-
gadi. There is a small temple there dedicated to them.

PRAHLAD MAHARAJA

The Vamana Purana, chaprer eight? says that once
on the suggestion of Chyavan Muni, Prahlad Maharaja
went to Naimisharanya. While roaming about, Prahlad
came across a tree that had been pierced by many arrows.
Nearby he saw two unusual ascetics doing meditation with
bows and arrows by their sides. As a Vedic king, it was
Prahlad’s duty to preserve the proper system of social and
religious behavior known as varnasrama-dharma. He
therefore asked them, “You are performing penance and
are dressed as rishis. Why, then, are you carrying weapons?
You should either be sadhus or warriors. I cannot allow
you to do both. If you do not agree with my instruction
then you must fight with me. Hearing his words, the unusual
rishis agreed to do battle with him. One stood up with his
bow and began to shower arrows upon Prahlad. Prahlad
checked every one of them. The mysterious sage then began
to fight more fiercely, but Prahlad withstood it and replied
in a similar manner. Finally, the second rishi pushed the
first one aside and began to fight with Prahlad. Prahlad
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Unknown artist. Pahari style, late 1700s. Rietberg Museum, Zurich

Lord Ramachandra visited Naimisharanya several times

fought with them for 1,000 celestial years. Finally, the second
sadhu shot an arrow that pierced Prahlad’s breast.
Wondering who they were, Prahlad entered into a trance
of meditation. He saw the rishi in his vision, and much to
his surprise he saw that the sage was wearing the same
garland he had offered that morning to his deity of
Nrisimhadev. He then realized that the person whom he
had been fighting with was his worshipable Lord in the
form of Nara and Narayan rishis. Prahlad then dropped
his weapons and began to offer prayers to the Lord. Pleased
with his devotion, Lord Narayan declared, “I am always
defeated by you.”

DapHICHI MUNI

Six miles from Naimisharanya is the village of Misrit.
“Misrita” means mixed. Because so many different sacred
waters have mixed at this place it is known as Misrit. This is
the place of Dadhichi Kund, where Dadhichi Muni had his
ashram. The sixth canto, chapter nine of Srimad
Bhagavatam describes that it was here, on the advice of Lord
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Vishnu, that the demigods once approached Dadhichi Muni
and asked him to give them his bones so that they could
make a weapon to kill the demon Vritrasura. According to
the local tradition, the devatas collecred water from 350
million tirthas and used them to bathe Dadhichi. Then they
covered his body with salt and yoghurt. Indra’s surabhi cows
came and licked it away, leaving only Dadhichi's bones.

LorD RAMACHANDRA

Also at Misrit is the place known as Hatyaharana
Tirtha. It is said that the Lord, while performing his
human-like pastimes as Bhagavan Ramachandra, took
bath here to purify himself of the sin of killing Ravan,
who although a demon was considered a brahmana
because of his birth as the son of the rishi Vishravas.

According to traditional accounts, Lord
Ramachandra performed a sacrifice in Naimisharanya
to kill Ravan. There is also an 18-foot-high deity of
Hanuman in Naimisharanya who is said to have self-
manifested. The local tradition, citing different versions

At PRI



|
= -t

Dadhichi Kund near Naimisharanya

This 18-toot-high deity of Hanuman in
Naimisharanya is said to have self manifested.

Sri Krishna-kathamrita
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L! of the Ramayana,"® says that on one

I occasion Mahiravana, one of the brothers

of Ravana, kidnapped Rama and Lakshman
and took them to Patalaloka at the bottom

L S dot bt ety of the universe. Hanuman rescued them

AN

and when he returned to the earth he arrived

at this place in Naimisharanya. This deity
has Lord Ramachandra on one shoulder and
Lakshman on the other.

The Valmiki-Ramayana (7.91.15) says
that Naimisharanya is the place where Lord
Rama heard the Ramayana spoken by his
sons Lav and Kush, and where Sira left this
world by entering the earth. According to
Srimad Bhagavatam (9.11.18), after Sita’s
disappearance Lord Rama performed a
sacrifice there for 13,000 years.

Deities of Indra, Dadhichi Muni, and Surabhi in
Misrit near Naimisharanya

OTHER HISTORIES

Many great devotees and incarnations of the Lord
have come to visit Naimisharanya. Mahabharata (1.13.6)
says that Srila Vyasadev once recited the Mahabharata
to the sages at Naimisharanya. The adi parva, chapters
one and four of the Mahabharata says that aside from
speaking Srimad Bhagavatam to the sages at
Naimisharanya, Suta Goswami also spoke to them the
entire Mahabharata and all of the eighteen major
Puranas. Aside from Suta Goswami and the sages who
heard from him, over the ages many other great
personalities have also visited Naimisharanya. These
include Lord Balaram, whose visit to Naimisharanya is
described in a number of literatures, including Srimad
Bhagavatam (tenth canto, chapter 78), Mahabharata

58




T

(ninth canto, chapter 36) and Garga-samhita (eighth
canto, chapter 57). Garga-samhita refers to Lord Balaram
as naimisaranya-yatrarthi — “a pilgrim at
Naimisharanya”.

Chapter 189 of the adi parva of Mahabharata and
chapter 45 of the Brahma Purana tell a story about a
sacrifice performed in Naimisharanya by the devatas,
including Yamaraja, the lord of death. During the
sacrifice, Yamaraja was so busy that he was unable to
attend to his normal duties, hence during that time there
was no death in the material world.

The Vayu Purana,'” Brahmanda Purana,
Mahabharata ** describe how Visvakarma once came to
Naimisharanya and made an altar out of solid gold for
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the sages there. Later, the emperor Pururava arrived there
on a hunting trip. Seeing the golden altar he became
overwhelmed with greed and tried to steal it. Due to the
king's impudence, the sages became furious and, urged
by the devas, they empowered a blade of kusa grass with
the potency of a thunderbolt and killed the king. Using
the sacrificial wood known as arani, the rsis then created
Avyus, who became known as the son of Pururava and
acceded to the throne of his father.

The second chapter of Vayu Purana says that it was
in Naimisharanya where Shakti, the eldest son of the
sage Vasishtha,”® was born, and where Vasistha’s wife
Arundhati gave birth to one hundred sons. It was in
Naimisharanya where King Kalmasapad was cursed by
Shakti,” where the famous enmity arose between
Viswamitra and Vasishtha,” and where the great sage
Parasara Muni was born.

The Mahabharata (3.93.1-3) says that while visiting here
during their tirtha-yatrd, the Pandavas took bath in the
Gomati River, performed sacrifices, and gave away cows
and wealth in charity. Mahabharata (1.217.6-8) says that
Arjuna also came on his own to Naimisharanya during his
year long tirtha-yatra. The Panch Pandava temple in present
day Naimisharanya is dedicated to the Pandavas. According
to the local tradition, the Pandavas performed penancesin
Naimisharanya for twelve years, waiting to take bath on
the somavati amavasya (dark moon day in the month of
Margasirsa, November-December).” It is said that during
those twelve years no somavati amavasya took place. Finally,
the Pandavas became annoyed that they had to wait so
long and declared that in Kali-yuga, somavati amavasya
would take place once every year.

Srila Lochan Das Thakur in Caitanya-mangala, sutra
khanda, chapter two, speaks about Narada Muni’s
meeting with Uddhava in Naimisharanya. When Narada

56

Muni arrived in Naimisha he found Uddhava lamenting
about the situation of the conditioned souls in Kali-yuga.
Uddhava told Narada, “Long ago here in Naimisharanya,
Srila Vyasadev compiled the Vedas. Still he was unable
to satisfy his heart. Then, hearing your confidential
instructions, he became pacified and wrote the Srimad
Bhagavatam to deliver the people in general.

“Narada, you know the absolute truth, you understand
the mind of Krishna and are aware of the future. Kali-
yuga is the darkest age. How can the people in that age be
delivered?” Narada smiled hearing Uddhava’s question,
and then told him about the glories of chanting the holy
names in Kali-yuga and of the future confidential advent
of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.

Sankaracharya and Ramanujacharya also visited
Naimisharanya. Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur in his
Caitanya Bhagavata (adi 9.121, 127) mentions that Lord
Nityananda came to Naimisharanya and took bath in the
Gomati river during his travels to the holy places in India.
Surdas, 1478 — 1581, the famous medieval vaisnava poet-
singer of Vraja, also came to Naimisharanya. In the second
wave of the eastern part of his Rasika-mangala, Sri
Gopijanavallabha Das describes that Shyamananda Prabhu
came to Naimisharanya and the Gomati River during his
travels to various holy places. In more recent times, Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur established the

Paramahamsa Gaudiya Marh in Naimisharanya in 1926.
NaBaDWIP

In chapter nine of the parikrama-khanda of
Navadvipa-dhama-mahatmya, Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode
describes that Naimisharanya is also present in Nabadwip
Dham in the island known as Madhyadwip. In
Madhyadwip, he says, Suta Goswami spoke about the
pastimes of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.”* Then, in
chapter three of the pramana-khanda, Bhaktivinode cites
the following four verses from Garga Sarhhita and says
that they are referring to the Naimisharanya in Uttar
Pradesh as well as the one in Madhyadwip:

gomati-tirajam punyam rajo yo dharayen narah
sata-janma-krtat papan mucyate ndtra samsayah

A person who touches the sacred dust from the bank
of the Gomati's shore becomes free from the sins com-
mitted in a hundred lifetimes. Of this there is no doubt.

makara-sthe ravau maghe prayage snanam dcaret
satasvamedha-jam punyam samprapnoti videha-vat

O king of Videha, a person who bathes at Prayaga in
the month of Mdgha (January-February) when the
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The Gomati River in Naimisharanya

sun is in Capricorn gains the pious result of per-
forming a hundred asvamedha-yajiias.

tat-sahasra-gunam punyam gomatyam makare ravau
gomartyds caiva maharmyan vakturi nalam catwr-mukhah

But a person who bathes in the Gomati in the month of
Magha when the sun is in Capricorn, gets a thousand
times more benefit. Even Lord Brahma is unable to prop-
erly describe the glories of the sacred Gomati river.

cakra-cihne cakra-tirthe dvadasyam snanam dcaret
cakrapani-padam yati papanam bhajano ‘pi hi

Whoever takes bath in Chakra Tirtha on the twelfth
lunar day attains the abode of Vishnu, even if he has
committed the worst sins.”

GLORIES OF THE GOMATI

Also known as the Gumti, Gamut, and Gomti, the
Gomati River is a tributary of the Ganga. Originating in
the Himalaya Mountains in Nepal, she makes her way
down ro the state of Uttar Pradesh and runs alongside
Naimisharanya before eventually entering into the Ganga.

The seventh canto, chapters four and five of the
Skanda Purana *° tell how Lord Brahma once requested
Ganga Devi to go to the earth for the sake of Krishna,
where he said she would be known as Gomati. Brahma
asked her to follow Vashistha Muni, one of Lord
Brahma’s mind-born sons. Because Ganga arrived on
the earth by following Vashistha from the heavenly
planets, she became known as his daughter.

Bathing in her waters is said to free one from all sin.
Svimad Bhagavatam (10.79.11-15) describes that Lord Balaram
took bath in the Gomati during his tirtha-yarra. In the vana-
parva ot Manabharata (209.19) " Markandeya Rishi says that
Sarvabhuk. the son of Brihaspati and the personified fire of

digestion, was the hushand of the Gomati River.

Sri Krithna-czinzmwrits
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The Srimad Bhagavatam (5.19.17-18) includes the
Gomati in a list of the most prominent of all sacred rivers.
It is said there, “People become purified simply by
remembering these rivers. Sometimes they chant the
names of these rivers as mantras, and sometimes they go
directly to the rivers to touch them and bathe in them.”

THE SARASWATI RIVER

One of the most sacred rivers of India, the Saraswati,
is also arguably the most mysterious. Although modern
scientists say the Saraswati River disappeared over 4,000
years ago, in the Vedic tradition she is considered to still
exist, albeit in a hidden form. Chapters 36 and 37 of the
Salya parva of the Mahabharata relate an interesting
history about the Saraswati River in connection with
Naimisharanya. While the battle of Kurukshetra was going
on, Lord Balaram came to Naimisharanya on tirtha-yatra.
He was astonished to see that the Saraswati River was
present in Naimisharanya and was flowing east. This was
mysterious because the Saraswati River flows west and is
hundreds of miles away from Naimisharanya. The
Mahabharata explains that once while performing a
sacrifice, the sages at Naimisharanya thought of the
Saraswati River, desiring that she would appear there.
Understanding their wish, the Saraswati manifested in
Naimisharanya to help those rishis, and was known as
the Kanchanakshi River. According to the Mahabharata
(9.37.3-4), the Kanchanakshi is one of seven different forms
in which the Saraswati has manifested herself in response
to the calls of various sages.”

Many sages came to Naimisharanya to engage in
sacrifice. These sages constructed ashrams on the banks
of the Kanchanakshi Saraswati. So many rishis were
there that the various tirthas in the area looked like towns




Suta Gadi where Suta Goswami is said to have spoken Srimad Bhagavatam

and cities. The sages measured their small plots of land
with their sacred threads and were all engaged in fire
sacrifices and other rites. Finally, unable to find
accommodation on the banks of the Saraswati, many
rishis moved eastwards. Seeing their unhappiness and
wanting to serve them, the Saraswati turned her course
and moved eastward so that more ashrams could be built
on her banks. Today, the Kanchanakshi River is not
visible to the mundane eye.

CHAKRATIRTHA KUND

Chakratirtha Kund is a large sweet water spring that
is said ro be the center of the universe. According to the
local tradition in Naimisharanya, anyone who takes bath
here becomes free of all their troubles, and after leaving
their body goes to the heavenly planets. It has become a
tradition for pilgrims to circumambulate the pond while
in the water. However, according to local priests, this
ritual is a recent speculation with no description in sastra.

On the eastern side of Chakratirtha is the samadhi
of Rishyasringa Rishi. Srimad Bhagavatam (8.13.15-16)
says that during the eighth manvantara, Rishyasringa

will become one of the seven principal rishis.
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Rishyasringa’s story is described in the Valmiki
Ramayana, bala kanda, chapters ten and eleven, as well
as Srimad Bhagavatam, canto nine, chapter twenty-three.
Maharaja Dasarath, the father of Lord Ramachandra,
had a daughter named Santa. Seeing that his friend, the
neighboring king Romapad, did not have any children,
Maharaja Dasarath gave him Santa. Later, when
Romapad Maharaja’s kingdom faced a great drought,
the brahmanas suggested to him that they bring the sage
Rishyasringa from the forest. As soon as saintly
Rishyasringa arrived, the bad fortune of Romapad’s
kingdom immediately changed and the drought ended.
Romapad gave his adopted daughter Santa to the rishi
in marriage. Later on, Rishyasringa performed a yajia
for his father-in-law Maharaja Dasarath, the fruit of
which granted Dasarath his sons, Rama, Lakshman,
Bharat and Satrughna.

Near Sringa Rishi’s samadhi there is a pipal (fig) tree.
There, Dadhici Muni’s wife left her newborn baby when
she did sati, entering the sacred funeral pyre to rejoin
her husband. The baby grew up eating the fruits of that
pipal tree, and therefore became known as Pipalada
Muni. That small tree is said to still be there today.
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Vyasa GADI

On the top of a hill overlooking the Gomati River is
the place known as Vyasa Gadi where Srila Vyasadev is
said to have written the Purdnas and divided the Vedas
into four parts. There is a deity in this temple of Srila
Vyasadev, and also a bronze one of Sukadev Goswami with
a parrot-like nose.

Suta GADI

Suta Gadi is the place where it is said that 5,000
years ago Srila Suta Goswami sat and spoke Srimad
Bhagavatam and the other Puranas to the assembled
sages at Naimisharanya. The temple today has more than
50 salagram-ilas.

Endnotes
' Chaprer 11, text six of Varaha Purana says that King Durjaya
came with five aksauhinis. Mahabharata (Bhandarkar edition)
1.2.15-23 describes that one aksauhini consists of 21,870 chariots,
21,870 elephants, 109,350 infantry soldiers, and 65,610 horses.
* Varaha Purana 11 111.
' Published in Back td Godhead Magazine #27-02, 1993.
* Quoted by Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode in his Navadvipa-
dhama-maharmya, pramana-khanda (4.2.7).
5 From the §ﬁ-raﬁga Mahatmya, an old Sanskrit rradition
describing Sri Rangam.
® In Tamil Nadu, South India, situated near Chidambaram and
Vridhachalam. The Lord manifested himself here in the form of
the deity of Varaha.
© Also known as Tirumala, situated near the town of Tirupati
about 150 kilometers north-west of Chennai. The Lord
manifested here as the deity of Balaji.

* The name of the special stones that the Lord manifested
himself in, at the Gandaki River in Nepal.

* This town is also known as Nanguner and Nanguneri. It is in
Tamil Nadu, abourt 28 kilometers south of Tirunelveli. The Lord
manifested himself here as the deity, Totadrinathan.

' At this famous tirtha in the state of Rajasthan, Lord Vishnu
manifested himself in the form of the lake Pushkar.

Also known as Badrinath, Badrivan, and Badarik Ashram, it
is situated in the state of Uttaranchal about 292 kilometers north-
west of Hrishikesh. The Lord manifested himself here in the
form of the deity Badrinarayan.
©* See Srimad Bhagavatam, canto 4, chapter 4.

" This conceprion doesn’t seem to extend outside of
Naimisharanya. Traditionally there are 51 primary places where
it is said that pieces of Sati's body landed. There are various
opinions abourt the location of these places; however, we have not
yet come across any that include Naimisharanya.

"4 Bala-kanda, sections 13-23.

¥ Also cited in Srila Sanatan Goswami's Brhad-Bhagavatam
1.4.11, verse and purport.
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'* This pastime is told in the Bengali Krttivasa Ramayana (lanka-
khanda, 82-86) and is also alluded to by Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada on a morning walk discussion on 16 May 1975.

7 2.217-2L
'¥1.1.2.17-23.
' 1.70.18-20.

* Shakti was the father of Parasara Muni and grandfather of
Vyasa. He is mentioned in Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada’s purport to Srimad Bhagavatam 1.19.9-10.

" The story of Kalmasapad is also described in Srimad
Bhagavatam, canto nine, chapter nine. Again, the Bhagavatam
gives a slightly different version. Instead of Shakti, it describes
that he was cursed by Vasishtha.

Z See Srila Prabhupada's purport to Bhag. 1.9.6-7.

# The somavati amavasya is considered an auspicious day to rake
bath in the Ganga.

* For more on this topic, see Krishna Kathamrita Magazine, No.
7, page 36.

% There are two famous sacred places known as Chakra Tirtha
on the bank of the Gomati River, one in Naimisharanya and
another on the bank of a separate river in Dwarka also known as
the Gomati. These verses from Garga-samhita (6.10.8, 10, 11,
and 13) appear in the Dvaraka-khanda, the section describing
the holy places in Dwarka.

* These chapters are part of the Prabhasa-ksetra-mahatmya, the
section describing the holy places near to Dwarka.

7 Chapter 219 in the Gita Press edition.

** These seven forms are the Suprabha, Kanchanakshi, Vishala,
Manasahrada, Oghavati, Surenu and Vimalodaka. She has a form
known as Suprabha in Pushkar, where she appeared on the desire of
Lord Brahma. In Gaya, where she was summoned during the great
sacrifice performed by King Gaya, she has the form known as Vishala.
In the kingdom of Koshal, where she was summoned by the king
Ouddalaka prior to his sacrifice, her form is known as Manasahrada.
In Kurukshetra, on the summons of the great sage Vashistha who was
assisting King Kuru in a sacrifice, Saraswati appeared as the Oghavati
River. When Daksha performed a sacrifice ar the source of the Ganga
she appeared there under the name of Surenu. Once, Lord Brahma
performed a sacrifice at Mount Himavat, and at that time Saraswati
appeared there on his request and is known as Vimalodaka.
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The following story is adapted from the biography of Srila
Madhvacharya known as Sri Madhva-vijaya. In his purport
to Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, madhya 9.245, His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada mentions this book:

A great personality named Trivikramacharya, who was a
resident of Vishnumangal, became Madhvacharya’s
disciple, and his son later became Narayanacharya, the

composer of Sri Madhva-vijaya.

In his purport to the subsequent verse of Caitanya-
caritamrta, Srila Prabhupada mentions a meeting that
took place between Madhvacharya and Srila Vyasadev:

Accompanied by [his disciple] Satya Tirtha, Madhvacharya
went to Badarikashram. It was there that he met Vyasadev and
explained his commentary on the Bhagavad-gita before him.
Thus he became a great scholar by studying before Vyasadev.

After he compiled his commentary on Bhagavad-gita
known as Gita-tatparya-nirnaya, Srila Madhvacharya
approached his sannydsa guru, Sri Achyutapreksha, and
requested his permission to go to Badrinath to have darsana
of Srila Vyasadev. Achyutapreksha gave his permission,
and Madhva headed north with his Gita commentary.

Badrinath is one of the four principal holy places in
India.' It is said to be the gateway to Vaikuntha, and as
such it is also known as Bhu-vaikuntha, the Vaikuntha

- _ f -
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Saraswati River near Badrinath
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Badrinatha temple

on earth. The Badrinath temple is situated about 10,000
feet above sea level on the western bank of the Ganga
(Alakananda). Arriving at Badrinath, Srila
Madhvacharya sent everyone away so he would be
undisturbed. He then sat down at the lotus feet of the
deities of Sri Nara and Narayan and absorbed himself
for forty-eight days in unbroken meditation on the Lord.

Madhva had not come to see Badrinath. He was aspiring
to reach the mystical realm known as Uttara Badri, or
Shamyapras, the eternal abode of Srila Vyasadev. Shamyapras
is not listed in any guidebooks, nor is it found on any maps.
It is said to exist on the transcendental plane and is only
accessible for liberated souls. Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada described it in a lecture in Durban:*

There is a place, Shamyapras, above Haridwar.

There, Vyasadev’s ashram is situated on the

river Brahmanadi, Saraswati, on the western

side. There, all the great sages and saintly per-
sons used to perform sacrifice.

In a lecture given on 15 August 1935, Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur said:

The first conference on Srimad Bhagavata was

held in the Shamyapras ashram of Vyasadev,

and Sri Sukadev discussed Srimad Bhagavata
there. From those days onwards the word

“Bhagavata” is used.

For the pleasure of the Lord, Madhva then
began to recite his commentary on the Gita.
Madhva-vijaya (6.41) says that Madhacharya’s
disciples who were nearby in their beds were
listening attentively. While the recitation was
going on they could hear the deity of Lord
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Narayan delightedly striking the ground and saying
again and again, “Ler it be said! Let it be said!”
During the 48 days Srila Madhvacharya
stayed at Badrinath, it is said that he neither
ate, nor slept, nor spoke other than while reciting
his Gita commentary. One night, an effulgent
personality came to him and instructed him that

ashram of Srila Vyasadev. Rising early the next
morning, Madhva immediately left for
Shamyapras, Uttara Badri.

Madhvacharya is said to be a manifestation

aya Vijaya Das.

of Vayu, the extremely powerful devata in
charge of the wind.’ Eager to meet with Srila
Vyasadev, he quickly moved through the
mountainous paths, not stopping for food or

Photo by

rest. Easily crossing glaciers and deep ravines,

he bounded from peak to peak like Hanuman.
Meditating on the Lord of Laksmi Devi, who lies down
on Ananta Sesh and who is the supersoul in the hearts of
all living entities, Madhva suddenly found himself in another
world — the paradise known as Shamyapras. Although it
was far above the tree line, there was no unpleasant cold,
rain, or snow, and the sun was warm and comfortable.
Madhva saw innumerable ponds there filled with full-blown
lotus flowers, whose aromatic pollen was being carried by
the wind. Many sages and rishis were collecting those flowers
and making garlands for the Lord. Around the lakes were
forests of trees that constantly bore sweet fruits and flowers
and were very pleasing to the eye. In the trees, innumerable

beautiful birds nested and sung.
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In the distance, Madhva saw
the effulgent ashram of
Vyasadev, surrounded by huge
trees whose branches seemed to
reach the sky. Sitting in the
shade of those trees were many
exalted brahmanas in trance,
meditating on the lotus feet of
the Lord. Amongst the many
personalities there, Madhva
recognized famous
vaisnavas. Madhva offered his

many

prostrated obeisances to Srila
Vyasadev, touched his feet, and
placed the sacred dust on his
head. Vyasa strongly embraced
Madhva, picking him up off the
ground as one would lovingly
embrace ones small son. Madhva
began offering prayers to Srila
Vyasadev, and then again offered
his obeisances to him.

All the sages in that
assembly honored Madhva,
and Srila Vyasadev gave him a special seat next to
himself. Vyasa and Madhva then discussed many Vedic
literatures, the Vedas, Mahabharata, Puranas, Ramayana,
etc. Then Madhva presented his Gitd commentary to
Vyasa. The members of the Madhva Sampradaya cite
the following verse that they say is from the Vayu Purana:

gita-bhasyam vidhayadau drstva ca badari-tate
veda-vydsasya cadesat sutra-bhasyam athakarot

To systemize his teachings, Madhva composed a com-

mentary on Bhagavad-gita. He personally presented

it to Lord Vedavyas in the holy place Badari in the

Himalayas. Then, on the order of Vyasa, Madhva

also composed a commentary on Vedanta-sutra.

Vvasa is said to have been so pleased to hear Madhva’s
commentary on the Bhagavad-gita that he wanted to give
him something. Having nothing else, he reached down with
his hand and took some dirt from the ground. Within that
earth were eight salagrama-$ilas that are today known as
vydsa-musti,’ meaning, “Vyasa's handful” or “Vyasa’s fist”.’
Vyasa also gave Madhva a Narasingha salagrama-sila. This
deity is said to be so powerful that if it were to be uncovered
then all the three worlds would be engulfed in flames.®

When Madhva returned, everyone was very happy and
a huge feast was prepared by five or six brahmanas to
celebrate. However, Madhva personally ate most of the

Sri Krirhna-Fathamrita
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feast that had been prepared
for him and his followers. It
was not extraordinary for
Madhvacharya to finish a
feast that had been cooked
for a few hungry men. Being
the incarnation of the
voracious eater Bhimasen,
Madhva could eat huge
quantities of food.@

Notes

' The others being Dwarka,
Jagannath

Rameshwaram.
* On 14 October 1975.

His prior two incarnations

Puri, and

are said to be Hanuman and
Bhimasen.

* Described by Srila A. C.
Bhaktivedanta

Das.

Swami

Prabhupada as “astamaru®, in
his purport to Ce. madhya 9.245.

" According to Sri Jaya Tirtha

Photo by Jaya Vija

Charan Das, six of these salagramas
are presently being worshipped
in Badrinach, while the other
two are in Sode Math and Uttaradi Math, both in south
Karnataka. There is some controversy whether the eighth is in
the Uttaradi Math, Vyasaraya Math or the Raghavendra Math
(all also in south Karnataka).
* Jaya Tirtha Charan Das describes that this Narasingha salagrama
is kept at the Subrahmanya Math in the Mangalore District of
south Karnataka. This deity of Samputa Narasingha was so dear to
Madhvacarya that Sri Vadiraj Swami, a prominent dcarya in the
line of Madhva, has referred to the deity as “the heart of Madhva.
He is worshiped daily, but is never removed from the box except
for bathing, and only then by the sannyasi who is the head of the
Subrahmanya Math. No one else is allowed to see this deity.
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tam adi-devam karuna-nidhanam
tamala-varnam suhitavataram

apara-samsara-samudra-setum
bhajamahe bhagavata-svarupam

We worship the original Lord, the ocean of mercy, whose bodily
complexion is just like a tamala tree. He appears in this world
for the welfare of all, he is the bridge for crossing the unfathomable
ocean of material existence, and his body is Srimad-Bhagavatam.
— Padma Purana
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