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All Glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga

The Flow of Nectar

Amrtera tarangini

Sri Srimad
Gour Govinda Swami
Maharaja

krsnera madhura vani,O amrtera tarangini,
tara pravesa nahi ye sravane
kanakadi-chidra sania, O janiha se sravana,
tara janma haila akarane
(Caitanya-caritamrta.Madhya.2.31)

“Topics about Krsna are like a flow
of nectar. If such nectar does not enter
one’s ear, the ear is no better than the hole of a
damaged conchshell. Such an ear is created
for no purpose.”
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Introduction

jaya sri-caitanyacandrera bhakta candra-gana
sabara prema-jyotsnaya ujjvala tri-bhuvana

All glories to the moons who are devotees of the principal moon, Lord Caitanyacandra! Their
bright moonshine [the full light of love of Godhead] illuminates the entire universe.”

“The sun has the ability to shine powerfully, and the moons reflect the sunshine and therefore
look brilliant too. In Caitanya-caritamrta Krsna is described to be like the sun. . . . . Only the devotees
of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu can dissipate the darkness of Kali-yuga the ignorance of the
population of this age. No one else can do so. We therefore wish that all the devotees of the Krsna
consciousness movement may reflect the supreme sun [by the full light of love of Godhead] and
thus dissipate the darkness of the world.” (Cc. Adi 13.5 + purport)

His Divine Grace Sri Srimad A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada is most obviously one
of the foremost amongst the moonlike devotees of the principal moon, Lord Caitanyacandra. By
broadcasting the shining brightness of Krsna’s effulgence, he dissipated the darkness prevailing in the
polluted hearts of the victims of this degraded age. It is astonishing that in less than twelve years he
spread Krsna consciousness throughout the world, and yet not so astonishing considering that even
one drop of the ocean of love that his heart contained, was enough to inundate the whole universe
with love of God.

In this book the author explains, that to take up the responsibility of saving the conditioned
souls from their imprisonment in this material world and to reinstate them in their eternal loving
relationship with the Lord, is certainly a function of the purest love for Krsna that the devotee
possesses. Compassion for the suffering conditioned souls is the symptom of someone who has
developed such love. Further it describes purity as the pre-requisite qualification for converting
others to pure devotional service, or in other words, ‘Purity is the Force,” and that the means for
attaining such purity is the chanting of the holy name without offense.

These days, when all of us are preparing our offerings for Srila Prabhupada’s centennial vyasa-
paja, it is important to analyze ourselves and become retrospective, to see how much we are able
to distribute love of God, that is Krsna, to everyone by 1996, which would certainly be the most
befitting offering at the lotus feet of such a dear most devotee of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu—a
gaura-priya-jana.



We hope that the reader will drink deep ‘The Flow of Nectar,” emanating from Krsna’s flute,
brought to us through the bona fide succession of the moonlike devotees of Lord Caitanyacandra.

- The Publishers

Sri Sri Krsna-Balarama Mandir
Bhubaneswar

Sri Krsna Saradiya Rasayatra

19 October 1994, 1st Day of Kartika
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Creating a Revolution!

We should understand what is Srila Prabhupada’s will and purpose. Prabhupada has said, “There
are no brahmanas in Kali-yuga kalau stadra sambhavah, all are sadras. So, | am creating brahmanas.”

Then how will Prabhupada be pleased unless we become brahmanas? His purpose is to create
brahmanas. But who is a brahmana?

The intelligent class of men, they are brahmanas. They are the head portion of the society. The
society is like a body, but if there is no head then what is the use of the body? What is the value of
that body if there is no head— no brahmanas to guide us? Those who are buddhimana— the
intelligent class of men, they are brahmanas. Brahma janatiti brahmanah—they know the brahma
vastu, param brahma—the Supreme Brahmana. Prabhupada’s purport (Bhag.9.9.29), says: “Simply
to be qualified is not enough; one must engage in a brahmana’s duties. The duty of a brahmana is to
know the param brahma, Krsna (param brahma param dhama pavitram paramam bhavan).”

This is a brahmana. He knows the param brahma—the Supreme Person, Krsna—very well and
thus he engages in loving service and develops prema-bhakti. To engage in loving service is the
brahmana’s duty. Srila Prabhupada often quotes a verse from the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (3.8.10):
yo va etad aksaram gargy aviditvasmal lokat praiti sa krpanah. ‘He is a miserly man who does not
solve the problems of life as a human and who thus quits this world like the cats and dogs, without
understanding the science of self-realization.”



One who leaves this world without knowing the acyuta vastu—the infallible Lord—he is a
krpana. The opposite of a brahmana, is a krpana— a miser. Then there is he who does know the
acyuta vastu—the infallible Lord. yo va etad aksaram gargy viditvasmal lokat praiti sa brahmanabh.
“He is a wise brahmana who leaves this world knowing the solutions to life’s problems.” He knows
the Lord and has realized Him. That is not just some mere theoretical understanding. He is a
brahmana. And what is the solution to life’s problems? That is to understand the Supreme Brahma,
param brahma, Krsna. Na te viduh svartha-gatim hi visnum durasaya ye bahirartha maninah.

The Highest Interest

Those who do not understand that the highest interest is to know the Supreme Person, Krsna or
Visnu, and to be engaged in His loving service, which is the duty of the brahmanas, they can never
become brahmanas because they are durasaya, they have other desires—anyabhilasa. They desire
material enjoyment and material liberation, and they are completely captured by these two witches,
bhukti and mukti. Such persons do not know what is the real dharma or what is the goal of life.
How can they solve life’s problems unless they become brahmanas? A Brahmana who knows Krsna
or Visnu, he knows the solution to life’s problems, otherwise how will one ever know the solution?

na te viduh svartha-gatim hi visnum
durasaya ye bahir-artha maninah
andha yathandhair upaniyamanas

te ‘pisa-tantryam uru-damni baddhah
(Bhag. 7.5.31)

These are Prahlada Maharaja’s words. “Persons who are strongly entrapped by the
consciousness of enjoying material life, and who have therefore accepted as their leader or guru a
similar blind man attached to external sense objects, cannot understand that the goal of life is to
return home, back to Godhead, and engage in the service of Lord Visnu. As blind men guided by
other blind men miss the right path and fall into a ditch, materially attached men led by another
materially attached man are bound by the ropes of fruitive labour, which are made of very strong
cords, and therefore continue again and again in materialistic life, suffering the threefold miseries.”

Are such people brahmanas and can they solve life’s problems? They cannot do so. But those
who know, svartha-gatim hi visnum—that the highest interest is to be engaged in the loving service
of Visnu or Krsna, param brahma, they know brahma vastu, brahma janatiti brahmanah, they can
solve life’s problems. That person who engages in the loving service of param brahma, Krsna—he is
actually a brahmana, prajiam kurvita brahmanah. Who cannot understand this? durasaya ye bahir-
artha maninah. Most of the people do not want to understand this siddhanta or conclusion. Why?
Because they are durasaya, they have other desires—anyabhilasa. They are caught up in the sharp



claws of the two witches bhukti and mukti, desire for material enjoyment and desire for material
liberation. They cannot understand it, rather, they do not want to understand it. Their heart is filled
with all these nasty things. Such persons are very much engrossed in material attachments and thus
they are in the bodily concept of life. They have the impression of the body as the self and do not
know about the soul.

So, the duty of a brahmana is to know the param brahma, Krsna, and to engage in His loving
service. But the people nowadays are all stdras and krpanas. They do not even try to understand
this thing because they are in the bodily concept of life. They only know what is their duty. “Our
duty is to make nice arrangements for eating, sleeping, defending and mating.” They are trying to
make all nice arrangements for themselves and for their family members, those who are related to
them. They are durasaya. They know that, this is our svartha—our interest. So, they are engaged in
the acquisition of material knowledge and education. Always thinking, how to collect more money,
money, money, brighter than sunshine, sweeter than honey. If one is engaged in such activities of
so-called dharma, which is not the activity of Brahmanas, then even the lowest interest of life will
not be served. But for one who is engaged in the loving service of the param brahma, Visnu or
Krsna, the highest interest of life will be served. That means he will be able to understand brahma,
brahma janatiti brahmana, he will be able to solve life’s problems. Such persons know the real
dharma, that is the dharma of the soul. This is the process given by Bhagavan, by which one can
very easily understand one’s svardpa. What is one’s svardpa? Jivera svaripa haya krsnera nitya dasa.
That is the svartpa of the jiva . The jiva is an eternal servant of Krsna. Bhagavan Himself has set up
the process and has given the instructions in the sastras, especially in the Bhagavata Mahapurana —
the Srimad-Bhagavatam. If someone, even if he is a fool—a midha—follows these instructions
under the guidance of a bona fide guru, he will very easily understand his svaripa. So, that process
which is given by Bhagavan for easily understanding one’s svardpa, that is called Bhagavata-dharma.

So-called Dharma

In this world’s so-called society, what idea or impression do people have of dharma? People do
not know what is real dharma. How then can they solve the problems of life? They are caught up
by the two witches— bhukti and mukti. Dharma artha kama—that is the so-called dharma of
economic development. Their only concern is how to earn more money, more money, more money
and thereby they think they will solve life’s problems. They are making so many material projects
how to earn more money. To completely do away with poverty. “We will flood the whole country
with honey.”

These are all material projects for so-called economic development and kama, how to fulfill all
material desires. They know only this dharma, which is called bhoga-dharma. These three are called
bhoga-dharma—the dharma of enjoyment, and when they come up a little higher then they say,
“O, we do not want this.” Then they want to become detached from it and want mukti—liberation,



to become one with brahmana. This is called tyaga-dharnia. Such people do not know what is real
dharma—that is Bhagavata-dharma and thus they are caught up in the very sharp claws of these
two witches—bhukti and mukti. How can they understand the brahma vastu, and how will they be
able to solve life’s problems? A real brahmana knows the brahma vastu and thus he knows how to
solve the problems of life. If someone understands the param brahma, Krsna or Visnu, all his
problems will be solved.

Therefore the vaisnavas or bhagavatas—dear devotees of Krsna, Visnu—preach this Bhagavata-
dharma which is introduced by Bhagavan Himself. Because Krsna is the only well-wisher, suhrdam
sarva-bhatanam jnatva mam santim rcchati. Krsna says, “One who knows Me to be the well-wishing
friend of all living entities will get peace.” Peacefulness is one of the symptoms of a brahmana
samah—peacefulness. But throughout the whole world you will see that almost all of human society
knows only this bhoga-dharma. They do not know what is Bhagavata-dharma and therefore
Bhagavan has introduced it, and the devotees of Bhagavan follow it. They go out and preach to free
the whole human society from the sharp claws of these two witches, the clutches of this bhoga-
dharma and tyaga-dharma. They make the people understand what is the real dharma—that is
Bhagavata-dharma. Therefore they go out and preach krsna-katha, Bhagavata-katha very bravely
and boldly.

A Revolution is Required

Fearlessly go out and preach! Then there will be a real revolution. Because the whole world is
filled with cheaters and cheated. That is the language of Srila Prabhupada. If you really preach this
science of Krsna consciousness—that is Bhagavata-dharma—then these cheaters will be exposed.
That will create a real revolution. Tad-vag-visargo janatagha-viplavo. This is in the preface of every
volume of Srimad-Bhagavatam. Srila Prabhupada has quoted that verse,

tad-vag-visargojanatagha-viplavo
yasmin prati-slokam abaddhavaty api
namany anantasya yaso ‘nkitani yac
chrnvanti gayanti grpanti sadhavah
(Bhag. 1.5.11)

“On the other hand, that literature which is full with descriptions of the transcendental glories of
the name, fame, form and pastimes of the unlimited Supreme Lord is a transcendental creation
meant to bring about a revolution in the impious life of a misdirected civilization. Such
transcendental literatures, even though irregularly composed, are heard, sung and accepted by
purified men who are thoroughly honest.”

Let the cheaters be exposed. Create a revolution! Flood the whole world with this



transcendental literature—that is Bhagavata-katha, krsna-katha. Go out and preach boldly,
fearlessly! Our Guru Maharaja has created a revolution, and a revolution is required, otherwise the
cheaters will never be exposed. The whole world is full with such cheaters and cheated, completely
ignorant of what is the real problem of life and the real solution to it. So brahmanas are required,
those who understand the brahma vastu. That is not based on mere theoretical understanding but
they actually realize it and thus they engage in the activities of a brahmana. They go out and preach
fearlessly. They are fearless preachers.

Srila Prabhupada, Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Mahardja and Srila Bhaktivinod Thakura,
they have all said ‘pracaraka ‘—and thus our ISKCON society is a preaching mission. So, who does
pracara? Who preaches?

prana ache tanra, sehetu pracara,
pratistasa hina-‘krsnagatha’ saba
(vaisnava ke? 18)

‘Who is a vaisnava?” Prabhupada says so often, “In Kali-yuga there are no brahmanas, kalau
sadra sambhavah.” All are sadras. The brahmanas are the head portion of the society, which is
compared to a body, but without a head what is the value of the body? When you cut off the head
it becomes a headless society and thus the society will fall into a deep dark ditch and suffer there.
Someone who becomes a vaisnava, he becomes a perfect brahmana.

Vaisnava Ke?

Then who is a real vaisnava? vaisnava ke?

kanaka-kamini, ‘pratistha-baghini,
chadiyache yare, sei ta’ vaisnava
sei ‘anasakta’ sei ‘suddha bhakta,’
samsara tatha paya parabhava
(Vaisnava Ke? 11)

This is mahajana-vani—what the mahajanas have said. He is an uttama vaisnava who has given
up kanaka and kamini. He has no attachment for money or gold, no attachment for
kamini—women and no attachment for pratistha—name, fame, prestige and adoration. He is a
vaisnava . That is Prabhupada’s purpose, “lI am creating brahmanas.” One who becomes a real
vaisnava he becomes a perfect brahmana. So-called brahmanas belong to the cyuta-gotra, but a
vaisnava becomes acyuta-gotra. So that is Prabhupada’s purpose, try to understand it. Become a
real vaispava, kanaka-kamini, ‘pratistha-baghini, chadiyache yare, sei ta’ vaisnava —give up the
attachment to money or gold, the attachment to kamini—women. Never run after name, fame,



adoration and prestige, which are compared to a tigress—pratistha-baghini. If you run after that
tigress she will devour you. So do not be devoured by such a tigress—pratistha-baghini. A vaisnava
is a pure devotee; sei ta’ vaisnava sei ‘anasakta’ sei ‘suddha bhakta’, he is a pure devotee. And Srila
Prabhupada stresses on it, “Be pure, be pure, be a pure devotee, pure devotee.” See in
Prabhupada’s purports how he has said it thousands and thousands of times. He stresses on it. Such
a vaisnava is completely detached from kanaka kamini, pratistha-baghini. He is a suddha bhakta

whose only attachment is the lotus feet of Krsna, he has no other attachment and he is a perfect
Brahmana.

Complete Krsna Consciousness

Prabhupada has created this International Society for Krsna Consciousness. He named it the
‘Society for Krsna Consciousness’, but many people raised objections, “Why are you saying ‘Krsna?’
If you say ‘Krsna’ then it becomes sectarian. Why don’t you make it God Consciousness?” Why did
Prabhupada not do it? Why did he stress, “No, it is Krsna consciousness.” Prabhupada is a vaisnava,
a perfect brahmana, who knows the goal of life. The goal of life is Krsna, so achieve that goal and all
your life’s problems will be solved. Develop pure, complete Krsna consciousness. He named it Krsna
consciousness, not God consciousness or any other consciousness. It is Krsna consciousness, that is
the goal of life. That is what Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita (6.30):

yo mam pasyati sarvatra
sarvam ca mayi pasyati
tasyaham na pranasyami
sa ca me na pranasyati

“For one who sees Me everywhere and sees everything in Me, | am never lost, nor is he ever
lost to Me. He sees Me and | see him.”

To see Krsna everywhere and everything in Krsna, that is complete Krsna consciousness. Such a
person is a worthy member of the International Society for Krsna Consciousness. How will you
become a real worthy member otherwise, without knowing Krsna and developing complete Krsna
consciousness? Understand the purpose of the Founder-acarya of ISKCON. That is to develop
complete, pure Krsna consciousness—to see Krsna everywhere and to see everything in Krsna. To
see how Krsna is the only supreme proprietor, how everything belongs to Krsna and that Krsna is the
only enjoyer. That is Krsna consciousness and only then will the highest interest of life be served, na
te viduh svartha-gatim hi visnum.

Completely detached from name, fame, prestige and adoration, gold and women, only
attached to the lotus feet of Krsna. He is a vaispava, suddha bhakta—pure devotee. Samsara tatha
paya parabhava, the material world is defeated. He conquers maya,



daivi hy esa guna-mayi
mama maya duratyaya
mam eva ye prapadyante
mayam etam taranti te
(Bg.7.14)

“Completely surrender unto Me,” says Krsna, who is the master of maya. Otherwise how can
you defeat maya? The mayasakti, although external and inferior energy, is still very strong and
unconquerable—nobody can conquer it All are caught in the sharp claws of maya like the sharp
teeth of a crocodile. So how to overcome maya? Unless you become a real suddha-bhakta and
develop pure devotion, completely detached from kanaka, kamini, pratistha and completely
attached to the lotus feet of Krsna, how can you conquer maya? There is no hope at all.

Yukta Vairagya

yatha yogya bhoga, O nahi tatha roga
‘anasakta’ sei, ki ara kahaba
‘asakti-rahita,” ‘sambandha-sahita,”
visaya samiha sakali ‘madhava’
(Vaisnava ke? 12)

That is yukta vairagya,

anasaktasya visayan atharham upayunjatah
nirbandhah krsna-sambandhe yuktam vairagyam ucyate
(Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.255)

That is real vairagya or renunciation—everything belongs to Krsna, nothing belongs to me or
anyone else. Yatha yogya—utilize everything in the service of Krsna and for Krsna’s enjoyment. Just
accept whatever Krsna gives, whatever is required to keep this body fit for the service of Krsna.
That means just the minimum should be accepted. Become detached and there will be no more
diseased condition—nahi tatha roga. Why are you caught up with disease baba? Because we have
not developed complete Krsna consciousness. We have not developed a real attachment towards
the lotus feet of Krsna. Rather we have developed attachment to this material world and the objects
of sense enjoyment. That is our diseased condition.

One who is completely Krsna conscious, however, is completely detached from material
enjoyment. Rather, he is completely attached to the lotus feet of Krsna and accepts only whatever
Krsna gives as mercy—that means he only takes krsna prasada. Then there will be no more disease,



nahi tatha roga and anasakta—he is completely detached from the material world and the objects

of sense enjoyment. He is only attached to the lotus feet of Krsna. Sambandha-sahita—he is fixed in
his relationship with Krsna. He is a real vaisnava, brahmana and knows that everything belongs to
Krsna; isavasyam idam sarvar. This ISopanisad mantra says that everything belongs to the Supreme
Lord, Isa. Nothing belongs to me, ara bolite prabhu ara kichu nahi. Bhaktivinoda Thakura mahajana

says, “O Lord, there is nothing | can say is mine.” He is a brahmana, vaisnava . Visaya samiha sakali
‘madhava ‘—everything belongs to Madhava. He is a yukta vairagi, he has developed real vairagya.

He never rejects anything but accepts everything for the service of Krsna without becoming
attached to it because he is only attached to the lotus feet of Krsna. He is completely, day and
night, twenty-four hours, engaged in the service of Visnu, Krsna.

Begging for Fame

He goes out and preaches. He does kirtana; Hare Krsna Hare Krspa Krsna Krsna Hare Hare
Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare—for the pleasure of Krsna.

Only for the pleasure of Guru and Gauranga. He never does kirtana for the pleasure of his own
self. One who does so is only running after name, fame, prestige and adoration - pratistha-baghini,
he is devoured by that tigress.

kirtana yahara, ‘pratistha-sambhara’
tahara sampatti kevala ‘kaitava’
(Vaisnava ke? 13)

“Whatever opulence or assets he collects out of suchkirtana, that is all
cheating—kaitava—nothing else.

However,

vrajavasigana, pracaraka-dhana,
pratistha-bhiksuka ta ‘ra nahe ‘saba’
(Vaisnava ke? 18)

Those who are vrajavasis—residents of Vrajabhimi— their only object of love is Krsna. They
have no other object and they are vrajavasis, they are pracarakas—preachers. Those whose only
object of love is Krsna, they are not dead bodies. They have life. Prana ache tanra sehetu
pracara—he has life and so he goes out and preaches the science of Krsna consciousness. And what
sort of life is that? Is that material life? What is the source of life? The source of life is Krsna, so that
means a preacher, or devotee has got Krsna. He has accepted Krsna as the only object of love, he is
a vrajavasi — resident of Vrajabhimi. The residents of Vrajabhdmi think Krsna is everything for
them, the only object of their love. They are preachers. They never go out to preach for their own



name, fame, prestige and adoration — pratistha bhiksuka — begging for fame. Those who do so
have no life, they are dead bodies—saba.

Wake up jivas !

One who has real life, that means he has got Krsna who is the source of life, he is a vrajavasi.
He goes out and preaches the science of Krsna consciousness because his heart bleeds seeing the
suffering of the jivas in this material world. He sees how they have been suffering here since time
immemorial being devoid of Krsna consciousness, entrapped by ignorance—vidya. That ignorance is
the cause of suffering, He knows it and so he thinks, “Let me go out and inculcate pure Krsna
consciousness and give them life. Wake up! Wake up! Jiv jago, jiv jago, gauracanda bole, kota nidra
jao maya-pisacira kole.” He goes out and preaches fearlessly with a thunderous voice. ‘Wake up!
Wake. up jivas ! How long will you sleep in the lap of maya, the witch—kota nidra jao¢” His heart
bleeds seeing the suffering of the jivas being bereft of Krsna consciousness. He sees that they are
completely engrossed in ignorance the source of all suffering. So he goes out and inculcates Krsna
consciousness.

Mahaprabhu is Krsna Himself but He came as a devotee of Krsna—bhakta bhava—and
therefore he says,

jiv jago, jiv jago, gauracanda bole
kota nidra jao maya-pisacira kole

bhajibo boliya ese samsara-bhitare
bhuliya rohile tumi avidyara bhare

tomare bite ami hoinu avatara
ami bina bandhu ara ke ache tomara

enechi ausadhi maya nasibaro lagi’
hari-nama maha-mantra lao tumi magi’

bhakativinoda prabhu-carane pariya
sei hari-nama-mantra loilo magiya

Mahajana vakya—the mahajanas say this and we quote mahajanas;, mahajana yena gatah sa
panthah. What the mahajanas speak, that is the truth; ‘mahajana’ yei kahe, sei ‘satya’” mani
(Cc.Madhya. 25.56). Bhaktivinoda Thakura is a mahajana, after the six gosvamis he is known as the
seventh gosvami. This song is composed by him, he is such a dear devotee of Gauranga—gaura-
priva-jana. He knows the Lord and he says; jiv jago, jiv jago, gauracanda bole. How long will you



sleep in the lap of maya, the witch? Is it very nice like a soft bed of roses? You want to sleep in the
lap of maya but are baba! Mahajana says, “It is not a bed of roses, it is a bed of thorns. Do not
sleep in the lap of maya! For how many lives do you want to sleep in the lap of maya? Get up! Get
up! jiv jago! jiv jago! Wake up!

Wake up! Gauracanda bole! What is your problem? How can you solve life’s problems? Why
have you come to this world? To sleep in the thorny lap of maya thinking it to be a bed of roses?
Thinking, “O, it is a very nice bed of roses.” But the lap of maya is very thorny. So thinking it to be a
bed of roses you want to sleep there, but for lakhs and lakhs of lives you have already slept there.

Your Well-wishing Friend

Now who is your well-wishing friend? Tomare loite ami hoinu avatara, ami bina bandhu ara ke
ache tomara. “| descend here for you,” Mahaprabhu says, “is there any well-wishing friend but Me?”
Krsna says, suhrdam sarva bhatanam. “I am the only well-wishing friend of all living entities.” That
Krsna incarnated as Mahaprabhu, assuming the mood of a devotee—a vaisnava-acarya, sadhu. Kali-
yuga sadhu paiba duskara janiya, sadhu-guru rupe krsna asila nadiya. “In Kali-yuga it will be very
difficult to find a sadhu-guru, so in Nadiya, Krsna Himself took birth to show the dealings of a real
sadhu -guru.

So, Mahaprabhu practically exhibited who is a sadhu-guru. His heart bleeds seeing the suffering
of the jivas that have been sleeping in the lap of the ugly witch maya, since time immemorial. Lakhs
and lakhs of lives. Mahaprabhu says, bhajibo boliya ese samsara-bhitare. “You have come here to
do Krsna-bhajana but you have forgotten it being entrapped by vidya—ignorance, that is maya.

For you | incarnate. There is nobody who is your well-wishing friend but Me.” Enechi ausadhi
maya nasibaro lagi’ nama maha-mantra lao tumi magi’. “1 have come here with the medicine that
will annihilate and destroy maya forever. You have been entrapped by maya which is ignorance and
the cause of your suffering but | have come with the medicine. That is hari-nama maha-mantra. This
medicine that | have brought to kill the witch maya. out from here maya! If one is fortunate he
meets such a sadhu -guru and gets the medicine. That is the unfailing medicine—amogha ausadhi.
The so-called medicine that the doctor gives you may fail but this medicine will never fail.
Mahaprabhu says, hari-nama maha-mantra lao tumi magi’. “I have come with the medicine to
annihilate maya forever—that is hari-nama maha-mantra; Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare
Hare /Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare. Take it! Take it!”

The Effulgent Spiritual Sun

krsna sdrya-sama; maya haya andhakara
vahan Krsna tahan nahi mayara adhikara



(Cc.Madhya.22.31)

Krsna is like the effulgent spiritual sun—cinmaya bhaskara—and maya is like darkness,
ignorance. So, where there is Krsna, the effulgent light, there is no nescience or maya. No darkness,
that means Krsna is there. Mahaprabhu gives you Krsna in the form of the holy name. Abhinnatvan
nama-naminoh—there is no difference between the name of Krsna and Krsna Himself. So one who
gives you Krsna is really sadhu-guru. He gives you Krsna and thereby you will be able to annihilate
maya forever and come out of her clutches, the deep dense darkness, and come to the light. Krsna
sarya-sama — Krsna is like the effulgent sun so where there is Krsna there is no nescience or maya.
Mahaprabhu says, “I have come with the medicine—enechi ausadhi maya nasibaro lagi. “

kali-kale nama-rdpa krsna-avatara
nama haite haya sarva-jagat-nistara
(Cc Adi 17.22)

In Kali-yuga the holy name is the incarnation of Krsna—that is the name incarnation. And
Mahaprabhu who is Krsna Himself, has come down here with the medicine that is hari-nama, Krsna.
The pure name is non-different from Krsna, that does not mean namaparadha or namabhasa. Only
the pure name is Krsna. So, Mahaprabhu gives Krsna and that will annihilate maya forever. Get out
from here maya! tamaso ma jyotir gamaya —don’t stay in the darkness, come out to the light!
Maya is ignorance maya andhakara—Very dense darkness. So get out from this darkness and come
out to the light, that is Krsna, that is the holy name. That is the effulgent light. That is what
Mahaprabhu gives, ami bina bandhu ara ke ache tamara. “Is there any well-wishing friend but Me? |
know your life’s problem and therefore | have come here to solve all your problems and take you to
the light. No more dense darkness, come out to the light, that is harinama which is non-different
from Krsna.”

This is the unfailing medicine, be free from suffering and develop Krsna consciousness. That is
sadhu-guru vaisnava . He comes out and preaches because he has life— prana ache tantra, sehetu
pracara—that is Krsna who is the source of life. He is not pratistha-bhiksuka, a beggar of name,
fame and adoration. One who runs after this he is saba—a dead body. He has no life, he is not a
vaisnava .

Guru of All Varnas

visnurayam yato hyasit tasmad-vaispava ucyate
sarvesam caiva varnanam vaisnava hi sresthah ucyate
(Padma Purana)

“One who is related to Visnu through devotion is known as a vaisnava . A genuine vaisnava is



Il/

superior to all the varpas and is the best of al

Because one is related to param brahma, Krsna or Visnu, he is a vaisnava . He has understood
his eternal relationship with Visnu, Krsna, and is firmly fixed in that relationship. He is a vaispava and
the guru of all varnas; brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya, stdra. So, that is the question here: Who is a real
brahmana? atha ya etad aksaram gargi viditvasmal lokat praiti, sa brahmanah. He who knows the
aksara vastu—the infallible Lord Krsna, he is a brahmana. He has developed complete Krsna
consciousness and sees Krsna everywhere. He sees that everything is Krsna’s and that Krsna is the
sole proprietor and the sole enjoyer. So one who is fixed in his eternal loving relationship with Krsna,
he is a brahmana. Manu Sambhita (2.168) says:

yo ‘nadhitya dvijo vedam anyatra kurute sramam
sa jiva na eva sudratvam asu gacchati sanvayah

“If someone after initiation, upanayana—that means he gets his second birth and becomes
dvija—does not stay in the asrama of the guru and does not engage himself in vedadhyana—Vedic
study under the expert guidance of that guru—he cannot become a brahmana. Rather, he will
become a sudra and all the generations after him will also become stdras. “And Svetasvatara
Upanisad (6.38) says:

yasya deve para bhaktir
yatha-deve tatha gurau
tasyaite kathita hy arthah
prakasante mahatmanah

“One who has developed para bhakti, supreme bhakti towards Bhagavan as well as towards
Gurudeva, he will be able to understand the imports of all Vedas.”

All Vedic knowledge will be revealed to him. He is a brahmana. Brahma janatiti brahmana. He
knows the brahma vastu.

Vaisnava — a Perfect Brahmana

One who has become a vaisnava, he is a perfect brahmana. And the symptoms of a brahmana
are described in the Bhagavad-gita (18.42),

samo damas tapah saucam
ksantir arjavam eva ca
jAanam vinanam astikyam
brahma-karma svabhava-jam



“Peacefulness, self-control, austerity, purity, tolerance, honesty, knowledge, wisdom and
religiousness— these are the natural qualities by which the brahmanas work.”

Not only must a brahmana be qualified, but he must also engage in actual brahminical activities.
That means one must engage oneself in the loving service of Krsna and know one’s relationship with
Krsna. He is a vaisnava —a perfect brahmana. Prabhupada’s purport (Bhag.9.9.29) says, “Simply to
be qualified is ‘not enough; one must engage in a brahmana ‘s duties. The duty of a brahmana is to
know the param brahma, Krsna.” So if one has only acquired the qualifications but is not engaged in
brahminical activities he is not a real brahmana. This is a brahmana ‘s duty and this is what we call a
real brahmana. As long as one has not developed complete Krsna consciousness and does not know
the brahma vastu, param brahma, Krsna, he is not a real brahmana.

brahma-tattvam na janati brahma-sitrena garbitah
tenaiva sa ca papena viprah pasurudahrtah

Atri Samhita (372) says: “In Kali-yuga only so-called brahmanas, caste brahmanas are there who
have taken birth in a brahmana family but who have not acquired brahminical qualities They are not
engaged in brahminical activities and they do not know the brahma vastu, param brahma, Krsna, but
they are very proud of their brahminical thread.”

They say, “lI am a brahmana, can’t you see?” They are such proud fellows—dambho darpo
‘bhimanas ca (Bg.16.4)—and they are demons, not Brahmanas. Tenaiva sa ca papena, thereby they
commit sinful activities. Pride is one of the demoniac characteristics and they have become very
proud because of wearing their brahminical thread. They do not know brahma tattva and by
committing sinful activities they have become pasus— animals, not brahmanas. This is what the Atri
Sambhita says.

Imitation Brahmana

One who follows a real Brahmana-vaisnava, becomes a brahmana himself. One should not
imitate. By imitation you cannot become a Brahmana. Become a follower of a perfect brahmana
then you will become a brahmana yourself. Manu Samhita (2.157) says,

yatha kasthamayo hasti yatha carma-mayo mrgah yas
ca vipro ‘na dhayanas trayaste nama vibhrati

That means that a wooden elephant, a carma-mayo mrga—a deer made of deerskin—and a so-
called brahmana, who is not engaged in Vedic study under the guidance of a guru, are by name
only. They are not a real elephant, a real deer or a real brahmana. They are by name only—nama
matra. And Srila Prabhupada hints at that thing here in his purport, “. . . a superficial brahmana who



was called a brahmana merely because he was born of a brahmana family.” if he has no brahminical
qualifications and is not engaged in brahminical activities, he is not a real brahmana. These are by
name only; an elephant that looks like a real elephant but is made of wood and a mrga—a deer that
is made of deerskin only. Similarly a brahmana born of a brahmana family who is not engaged in

Vedic study under the guidance of a guru, is a brahmana by name only. Again Manu Sambhita
(4.190) says,

atapas-tvanadhiyanah pratigrah-rucir-dvijah
ambhasyasma-plavenaiva saha tenaiva majjati

A dvija—twice born brahmana who is not engaged in tapasya—austerity, samo damas tapah
Saucam—nhe has no austerity and is not engaged in Vedic study, rather he is a very greedy fellow,
having developed great greed how to get money, money, money—pratigraha, “Don’t you know
that | am a brahmana? Feed me, feed me! Give me bhojan and pranami, daksina, otherwise your
whole dynasty will go to hell!” Such persons are very much after bhojan, where very nice palatable
dishes are available. “Is there any gentleman who will feed me, who will give me nice palatable
dishes and nice pranami, daksina?” They are only running after that but they are not real brahmanas.
If you donate something to such a brahmana, what will happen to you? Both the person who
donates and the brahmana who accepts the donation will go to hell. Tenaiva majjati—if you make a
vessel out of stone and ride on it thinking, “O | will cross over the ocean, riding on this vessel made
out of stone,” then what will happen? Both yourself and the vessel will drown. Similarly if you
donate to or serve a so-called brahmana who has no tapasya and no veda dhyana—Vedic study,
rather he is greedy how to get very palatable dishes and money—daksina, then both that brahmana
and yourself will go to hell. Just as the rider who rides on a vessel made of stone drowns in the
ocean with the vessel. This is what we should understand about who is a real brahmana. Your
birth—jati or caste does not make you a brahmana, rather, guna-karma-vibhagasah — one who has
acquired brahminical qualities and who is engaged in brahminical activities is a Brahmana.

Qualification and Activities

Throughout the Vedas you will find so many famous renowned brahmanas of very low birth.
Great brahmarsis but what is their birth?

rsya-sriigo mrgayah kausikah kusat jambuko jambukat.
valmiko valmikat. vyasah kaivartta-kanyayam.
sasaprsthat gautama. vasisthah urvasyam.

agastyah kalase jata iti srutatvat

(Vajra-stcika Upanisad)

For example Rsyasrnga is born out of a deer—a mrgi, he is such a famous brahmana, brahmana,



but he was not born as a brahmana. By birth one does not become a brahmana. Then Kausika Rsi,
another great brahmarsi but he was born out of kusa grass and Jambuka Rsi was born from
jambuka—a jackal. And Valmiki Maharsi who wrote Ramayana was born from an anthill but he is a
great brahmana. Vyasadeva, another famous brahmana who wrote all the Vedic literatures for Kali-
yuga what was his birth? Kaivartta-kanyayam—he was born from the daughter of a fisherman,
Satyavati-suta, but he is a great brahmana. Then Gautama Rsi, a great brahmana born from the back
of a rabbit—sasaprsthat, and Vasistha another great brahmana born from Urvasi, a heavenly
prostitute. He was a great brahmana and Agasthya Muni who was born from a water pot—kalasa.
So many instances you can find how by birth one does not become a brahmana but rather by one’s
qualification and activities. So we should understand who is a real brahmana. In the Bhagavatam
often this topic comes up of who is a real brahmana and Srila Prabhupada, the Founder-acarya of
ISKCON says, “I am making brahmanas.”

We should understand who is a real brahmana,; he understands the brahma vastu, the Supreme
Brahmana, Krsna. We should develop complete and pure Krsna consciousness and day and night,
twenty-four hours engage in brahminical activities, that is the loving service of Krsna. Then we will
become a real worthy member of the Society for Krsna Consciousness. And that is the purpose of
the Founder-acarya of ISKCON. He says, “I am creating brahmanas,” because in Kali-yuga there are
no ‘brahmanas—kalau sudra sambhavah, all are stdras. So he is picking up mlecchas and yavanas
and makes them into brahmanas. All of us are mlechhas, yavanas and so he picked us up, so
fortunate we are. He is such a great brahmana vaispava, very merciful, and he has such a
magnaminous heart. His purpose is that we become perfect brahmanas, acquire brahminical qualities
and engage in brahminical activities. And if we inculcate Krsna consciousness unto everybody, then
the whole human society will become happy, no more suffering will be there. So, go out and preach
the science of Krsna consciousness, inculcate Krsna consciousness then the whole world will be
happy. That is the heart of a real vaisnava, brahmana.

(G g o )



Preaching, Life and Soul of the Vrajavasis

When the question of pramana-tattva comes up, we should know which evidence is the real
and correct evidence and which evidence we should accept?

srimad-bhagavatam pramanam amalam prema pumartha mahan
sri-caitanya mahaprabhor matam idam tatradarah na parah

Caitanya Mahaprabhu has said that the Srimad-Bhagavatam is the spotless proof—pramanam
amalarn. Srimad-Bhagavatam is the essence of all Vedic literature— sarva-vedanta-sarath hi srimad-
bhagavatam isyate (Bhag.12.13.15). It is the essence of all Vedas and it is the last contribution of
Srila Vyasadeva.

After compiling all the Vedas, Puranas and Upanisads, he at last compiled the Srimad-
Bhagavatam under the instruction of his revered spiritual master Narada Muni. Taking the essence of
all Vedas, Puranas and Upanisads, he put everything in the Srimad-Bhagavatam and therefore it is
the essence of all veda-vedanta. And Mahaprabhu gave his opinion that Srimad-Bhagavatam is the
spotless proof. We accept it because prema-bhakti-tattva has been described in this Srimad-
Bhagavatam.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupada has said, if all the different books of all the
departments of knowledge from the library of the world will be destroyed, there will be no loss at all
if only one Srimad-Bhagavatam is there. " Srimad-Bhagavatam is such a Sastra. The essence of all



Vedas and the spotless proof— amala pramana. Tatradarah na parahi — if you quote Bhagavatam
then that is proof. We will not accept that proof which is not accepted by Bhagavatam. The
Eleventh Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam speaks about this pramana-tattva:

srutih pratyaksam aitihyam
anumanam catustayam
pramanesv anavasthanad
vikalpat sa virajyate
(§.B.11.19.17)

There are four types of pramana-tattva-—evidence or proof; sruti, pratyaksam, aitihyam and
anumanam. Sruti means Vedic proof or in other words sabda pramana. And pratyaksa is evidence
acquired through direct sense perception.

We have five knowledge-acquiring senses and whatever information we acquire through those
senses comes under the category of pratyaksa. One may say, “Yes, | am the eyewitness. | have
seen it with my eyes so | accept it as truth.” But what have you seen baba? Have you seen it
correctly? The conditioned soul has four defects: bhrama, pramada, vipralipsa, karanapatava (Cc
Adi 7.107). The conditioned soul’s senses are defective. What you see is not perfect. This is not
very difficult to understand.

Your eye is one of the best knowledge acquiring senses. If you say, “I have seen it with my own
eyes.” Then what have you seen? Have you seen correctly? Your senses are defective so how can
you see? Take the example of sitting in a fast moving train. If you look at the trees that are standing
beside the rails then what do you see? You will see that the trees are running backwards very fast
and you appear to be sitting tight as if you are not moving at all. Is it correct? So this pratyaksa is
defective and if you put this forward as pramana—evidence, “Yes, | have seen,” it will not be
accepted.

Not Through Logic

Then there is anumana pramana. This is what the mayavadis speak about. We can find that in
the Caitanya-caritamrta.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu is the Supreme Lord who comes here accepting the mood of a devotee.
So, when He first arrived in Jagannatha Puri, He immediately rushed into the temple of Lord
Jagannatha. When Lord Jagannatha showed Him His beautiful Syamasundara form, Mahaprabhu
being in the mood of Srimati Radharani (radhabhava), immediately thought, “O Lord of My heart,”
and ran towards Jagannatha but fell unconscious halfway. Then the brahmanas and pandas came
thinking, “He is a madman.”



At the same time Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya had also gone to the temple of Jagannatha to have
the darsana of the Lord. So, when he saw that the pandas were going to beat Mahaprabhu he
barred them and said, “No, don’t beat Him! Some effulgence is coming out from Him, He is a
maha-bhagavata.” Then Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya took Mahaprabhu to his residence where this
discussion took place with his brother-in-law Gopinathacarya. Gopinathacarya was a devotee
whereas Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya was a follower of Sankaracarya, a mayavadi. He was a very
learned scholar, brhaspati avatara—the incarnation of Brhaspati. Such a scholar cannot be found
even up till this day.

So this discussion took place with Gopinathacarya, who tried to convince Sarvabhauma
Bhattacarya that Mahaprabhu is Bhagavan. He could not be convinced however. Then this pramana
tattva came up. “What pramana or evidence do you accept? You are saying that He is Bhagavan
with so much sastra pramana—Vedic proof,” Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya said.

So much Vedic proof is there but the students of Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya who were present
there objected saying, “No, we will only accept anumana pramana.” They accept this anumana
pramana which is based on mental concoction and imagination. They have that logic. If from a
distance you see a hill it looks as if it is covered with smoke, so the logic is; where there is smoke
there is fire-this is anumana. But from a distance it only looks as if it is covered with smoke while
there is no fire really. If you go close to the hill you will find that there is no fire. So then how can
this logic or evidence be correct?

Then Gopinathacarya said, anumana pramana nahe isvara-tattva-jiane—"One cannot
understand the Supreme Lord through logic.” Every individual has a different anumana —logic, then
how will you come to a point acceptable for all? One has to accept sastra pramana, mahajana
pramana—that what the mahajanas, acaryas have said. A bona fide acarya who comes in the bona-
fide disciplic succession knows veda tattva, sruti, and what he says is to be accepted. So that
discussion was there. It is described in the Caitanya-caritamrta.

Chief Meaning

Then another type of evidence is aitihya—that means through historical references.

Many historians are there saying that they have done research work and concluding, “By
research we have found out that the civilization of such and such place belongs to 500 BC.” And
the people say that, because the historians have said this, we accept it as pramana—evidence. But
then another set of historians will come and differ. They will say, “No, from the latest researches it
came out that the civilization of this place is from 300 BC.” Who is correct?



Although aitihya is one of the evidences, still we cannot accept it. Thus sruti pramana—Vedic
proof, is the chief evidence. If all these three—pratyaksa, aitihya and anumana are cooperated with
this sruti pramana, then we may put faith in it, otherwise we do not.

pramanesv anavasthanad vikalpat sa virajyate (Bhag. 11.19.17)

That is what the Bhagavatam says and Kaviraja Gosvami has said the same in the Caitanya-
caritamrta.

pramanera madhye sruti pramana-pradhana
sruti ye mukhyartha kahe, sei se pramana

jivera asthi-vistha dui-sankha-gomaya
sruti-vakye sei dui maha-pavitra haya

svatah-pramana veda satya yei kaya
‘laksana’ karile svatah-pramanya-hani haya

(Cc.Madhya.6.135-137)

“Although there is other evidence, the evidence given in the Vedic version must be taken as for
most. Vedic versions understood directly are first-class evidence. Conchshells and cow dung are
nothing but the bones and the stool of some living entities, but according to the Vedic version they
are both considered very pure.

The Vedic statements are self-evident. Whatever is stated there must be accepted. If we
interpret according to our own imagination, the authority of the Vedas is immediately lost.”

Out of four types of pramana-tattva, this sruti pramana is the best, still one danger is there.
When you accept the Vedic proof there are two meanings: mukhyartha and gaunartha—the chief
meaning and the secondary meaning. So for he who accepts the Vedic proof as chief, still this
danger is there. The Vedas say that the stool of an animal and the bones of a dead animal are
impure. But the same Vedas say that cow dung is pure although it is the stool of an animal, and
conchshells are the bones of animals but are considered pure. We keep them in the temple and
before arati or any auspicious occasion we blow the conchshell. That is all-auspicious. Simply
because Veda says it, no other proof is required. Although the stool of an animal is impure, still cow
dung is pure.

Then what can the material scientists give that is of value? Take the cow dung and do research.
Test it, examine it in your laboratory and what will you find baba? It is completely antiseptic. The
Vedas have already said that, then why are you bothering your head? Accept Veda! Stool means all
nasty things, then how does it become pure? The Vedas have said it and it is a fact.

This is the example that Srila Prabhupada gave when he was talking with that professor



Kotovsky in Moscow. We accept Veda and it is perfect. Why are you bothering your head? Just
accept Veda, it is perfect. What the Vedas say is the spotless proof.

There is only one danger; mukhyartha and gaunartha, the chief meaning and the secondary
meaning. If someone speaks about the secondary meaning then that is not accepted as evidence.
Such evidence is disturbed.

“] Must Learn From You”

The mayavadis are very learned scholars, panditas, like Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya who was the
incarnation of Brhaspati—brhaspati avatara. Such a pandita is still not found. He had great pride
being the professor of Veda and Vedanta. He was a grhasta but he was teaching all the sannyasis.

So proud he was and when he saw Mahaprabhu he said, “O Sri Krsna Caitanya, You are a
young sannyasi. You have taken sannyasa at the young age of twenty-four, but it is very difficult to
keep up sannyasa in Kali-yuga. A sannyasi’s duty is to hear Vedanta and meditate, but You are
chanting Hare Krsna and dancing in the streets.” So, out of pride he said, “You should hear Vedanta
from me.” He was such a proud fellow that he wanted to teach Him, from whom all veda-vedanta
comes All Vedas and Vedanta come from Krsna. Veda is the breathing of the Lord—nihsvasitam
etad, and he is so proud that he wants to teach Mahaprabhu.

But Mahaprabhu, who is so humble, said, “Oh yes, you are the professor of Vedanta and | am
an ignorant fool so | must learn from you.” Then Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya spoke on Vedanta,
explaining the satras but without giving the real commentary. He was only speaking the imaginative
commentary given by Sankaracarya in the Sariraka-bhasya. This went on continuously for seven
days in the premises of the Jagannath Puri temple.

Mahaprabhu, like a very innocent student, was just sitting and hearing, without saying anything.

Then on the eighth day Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya asked, “O Sri Krsna Caitanya, have You
understood what | said? Why are You not asking any questions?”

A Black Cloud

Then Mahaprabhu opened His mouth, which He would not have done as long as He had not
been asked. “I understand the satra very well,” Mahaprabhu said. Because all veda-vedanta comes
from Him, who is the Supreme Lord. “But your commentary is very difficult to understand.”

‘What?” said Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, “One cannot understand the sdtra, therefore a
commentary has been given. But You understand the satra very well without explanation?”



Mahaprabhu said, “Yes,” because Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya was not giving the correct explanation,

vyasa-sttrera artha- yaiche sdryera kirana
sva-kalpita bhasya-meghe kare acchadana
(Cc.Madhya.6.138)

“The vyasa-satra written by Srila Vyasadeva is as effulgent as the sun, but your commentary is
like a black cloud that covers the sun.”

The natural and correct commentary on the Vedanta is Srimad-Bhagavatam, but those
mayavadis never speak from it. They only speak from the Saririka-bhasya, the imaginative
commentary given by Sankaracarya. It is all described in Caitanya-caritamrta how Mahaprabhu
explained it. The mayavadis speak from the Vedas, quote the Upanisads and know sastra very well.

Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya quoted sastra, “How can you say He is Bhagavan? Sastra says
‘triyuga ta ‘'—the Supreme Lord comes in three yugas: satya, treta and dvapara. He never comes in
Kali-yuga. This is Kali-yuga then how can you say that He is Bhagavan?” He pointed out that thing.
Then Gopinathacarya said, “You are such a great learned scholar and you do not know the real
meaning of ‘triyuga?’ Triyuga does not mean that Bhagavan does not come in Kali-yuga. In Kali-yuga
the yuga avatara comes.”

So what does ‘triyuga’ mean? Here is the question of mukhyartha and gaunartha. The
secondary meaning is that the Supreme Lord comes in three yugas only and never in Kali-yuga. This
is gaunartha though, the mukhyartha—that is the real tattva—is that the Supreme Lord does come
in Kali-yuga not as lila avatara but as yuga avatara. That is the mukhyartha or chief meaning.
Therefore, ‘laksana’ karile svatahi-pramanya-hani haya (Cc.Madhya.6 .1 37), if you do laksana
nyaya—you quote Veda but avoiding the mukhyartha you take the gaunartha, then the evidence is
disturbed. And this is the example we give. Literally ‘triyuga” means the Supreme Lord never comes
in Kali-yuga only in satya, treta and dvapara, but this is gaunartha.

So many examples are there where mayavadi panditas create word jugglery and thereby
confuse people. They pose themselves as great learned scholars but they never speak the
mukhyartha and thus they confuse the innocent people. Another example is that of ‘Narada. ‘The
chief meaning is ‘the sort of Brahma’'—Devarsi Narada, a saintly person. But what do such word
jugglers say? They say, ‘na rada dasya—narada,” rada” means teeth and ‘na” means no—no teeth.
One who has no teeth, he is Narada. But is Narada an old and toothless person?

Therefore, ‘laksana’ karile svatahi-pramanya-hani haya’'—if you create this word jugglery by
quoting sruti-veda pramana—evidence from Veda, which is the chief evidence, without explaining
the chief meaning it will be disturbed and cannot be accepted as evidence.



Ramanujacarya

Another example that the acarya’s quote is from the life of Ramanujacarya . During his boyhood
days Ramanujacarya was known as Laksman. ‘Rama-anuja’ literally means the younger brother of
Rama, that is Laksman.

He was studying under Yadavacarya who was the next acarya after Sankaracarya. So he was
learning Veda.

One morning, while massaging oil on the body of Yadavacarya another disciple came and
quoted this mantra from the Chandogya Upanisad: tasya yatha kapyasam pundarikam evam aksini.
This is a part of that mantra and that disciple asked his guru, “Please explain to me this word
‘kapyasa.” | cannot understand what is the real meaning.” Then Yadavacarya said, “I will only say
what the previous acarya—Sankaracarya has said. ‘Kapyasa’ is kapih asa—kapih means monkey and
asa means buttock. ‘Kapyasa” means the buttock of a monkey. So, if we take this explanation then
the full meaning of that mantra will be that the two eyes of that hiranmaya purusa— Visnu, are as
reddish as the buttock of a monkey.”

Yadavacarya explained it in this way. When Ramanujacarya heard it while massaging oil on the
body of Yadavacarya, he felt a great shock in his heart, so much pain. ‘What is this explanation?” he
thought and started shedding tears.

Some warm teardrops fell on the body of Yadavacarya who then noticed that Laksman—
Ramanujacarya—was crying and asked, ‘Why are you crying?” Ramanujacarya replied, “You
explained kapyasa’ to mean the buttock of a monkey but it is very offensive to say that the eyes of
that hiranmaya purusa—Visnu, are as reddish as the buttock of a monkey and thus | felt so much
pain in my heart and started crying.” Then Yadavacarya got very angry “You stupid rascal. You are
finding fault in the explanation of Sankaracarya. Do you know better than him? All right you
explain.”

Then he explained it because he is a real acarya. He is the younger brother of Rama so he
knows. Ramanujacarya said, “What you are saying is not the real meaning—it is gaunartha not
mukhyartha. In this way you disturb the evidence.” Then he explained, “Kam” means jalam pibati iti
kapih. He explained the word ‘kapih” in this way; kam’ means water and ‘pibati’ means one who
takes water in the form of vapor, i.e. sirya—the sun. So ‘kapih’ here means sun, not monkey.”
‘Kapih” has many meanings. We can find that in the Amara-kosa dictionary One of the meanings is
monkey and another is sirya—sun. Then which is the correct meaning that is applicable for this
mantra? Who can tell us? That is a bona fide acarya. Those word jugglers— mayavadis, they can
never tell us because they juggle.



So, ‘kapih” means strya—sun, one who takes away water in the form of vapor. Then ‘asadatu’
means blossomed—the lotus that is blossomed by sdrya—that is kapyasa’ and not as reddish as the
buttock of a monkey. So the real meaning of ‘kapyasa’ in this mantra is that the two eyes of Lord
Visnu are as reddish as a lotus flower blossomed by sirya—the sun.

If you create this word jugglery and only speak of gaunartha—the secondary meaning, then that
is not correct.

Succession of Bona Fide Gurus

Many examples are there of how so-called panditas, who do not come under a real bona fide
parampara create word jugglery. Therefore we have our pramanika parampara—the bona fide
disciplic succession of Vedic acaryas. They only speak of mukhyartha—the chief meaning and we
have to accept it. So although veda pramana is there still we should only speak of mukhyartha and
not gaunartha.

And if we explain Veda we should know what is Veda, vedeti dharmam brahma vadinah. A
brahma-vadinah is someone who is well versed in Vedic knowledge and who knows brahma. He has
acquired perfect Vedic knowledge—brahmandcur. One of the meanings of brahma is Veda, we find
this in Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.33.7), kapila-devahati samvada:

aho bata sva-paco ‘to gariyan
yaj-jihvagre vartate nama tubhyam
tepus tapas te juhuvuh sasnur arya
brahmandcur nama grnanti ye te

“Oh, how glorious are those whose tongues are chanting Your holy name! Even if born in the
families of dog-eaters, such persons are worshipable. Persons who chant the holy name of Your
Lordship must have executed all kinds of austerities and fire sacrifices and achieved all the good
manners of the Aryans. To be chanting the holy name of Your Lordship, they must have bathed at
holy places of pilgrimage, studied the Vedas and fulfilled everything required.”

That is brahma-vadinah—he has acquired perfect Vedic knowledge—brahmajanatiti Brahmana.
Veda is that sastra which speaks about the nitya dharma and param brahma tattva.

Anadi-siddha-sarva-purusa-paramparasu sarva laukikalaukika-jiana-nidanatvad aprakrta-vacana-
laksano vedah. This is the definition that Srila jiva Gosvami has given in his Tattva-sandarbha. It
means Veda comes from the cause of all causes—sarva-karana-karanam, sarvesvaresvara, sac-cid-
ananda-vigrahah bhagavan.



Oisvarah paramah krsnah
Osac-cid-ananda-vigrahah
Oanadir adir govindah
Osarva-karana-karanam
O(Brahma-Sambhita 5.1)

Who is the cause of all causes? That is Krsna, param brahma, the Supreme isvara. That Veda
has come down since time immemorial through parampara—bona fide disciplic succession. Jiva
Gosvami is the bona fide acarya and he has given this definition.

In other words we may say that Veda comes from the breathing of Bhagavan and it comes
down through disciplic succession. That means through those who are very dear to Bhagavan. Krsna
gives this knowledge to His dear devotees—vaisnavas, mahapurusas, mahajanas and through them it
descends here. It is aprakrta sabda— transcendental sound vibration, not material. Veda means
sabda brahma and it comes through guru parampara—the succession of bona fide acaryas, gurus.

The student hears from guru, that is why another name for Veda is sruti, because it is received
through hearing. This sabda brahma descends when such a bona fide acarya speaks. The Supreme
Lord in the form of sabda—sound——descends and enters the heart through the ears. In this way
Vedic knowledge is received. This is Veda and the meaning of brahma-vadinah---one who knows
Veda.

We can find this topic of who is a real brahmana being discussed many times in Srimad-
Bhagavatam. A real brahmana is not someone born in the family of brahmanas who has not acquired
brahminical qualifications or is not engaged in brahminical activities. Someone who has factually
acquired brahminical qualities and is engaged in brahminical activities is a real brahmana.

Bhaktivinoda Thakura, in his Jaiva-dharma speaks of two types of brahmanas; sva-siddha and
jati-siddha. One is a natural brahmana and the other is born in the family of brahmanas—caste
brahmanas. Those who are natural brahmanas they are vaisnavas.

The Brhad-Aranyaka Upanisad (3.9.10) says: tam eva dhiro vijadya prajiarn kurvita brahmanah,
“A wise person who knows the Supreme Lord, Parabrahman, through the process of devotion, is a
brahmana.” What is a brahmana? A brahmana is an intelligent person. Prabhupada says, brahmanas
are the intelligent class of men.

The social body has four divisions; the head portion, the arm portion, the belly portion and the
leg portion. That means; brahmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas and stdras and the brahmanas are the head
portion—the intelligent class of men. If there is no head then what is the value of the body?

And sastra says, kalau stdra sambhavah—in Kali-yuga all people are stdras. That means there



are no brahmanas — no head. Prabhupada says, “We are creating brahmanas. We are giving
brahminical training.” It is needed otherwise the society will never become perfect—without a head.
Other varnas, especially the ksatriyas—the administrative class, rulers—should take instructions from
the brahmanas—the intelligent class of men. They should rule under their guidance, otherwise they
will make mistakes.

A real brahmana is buddhimana, brahmajia purusa— he knows the brahma vastu, Lord Visnu
and has realized the bhagavat-svardpa and the atma-svaripa and thus he is engaged in prema-
bhakti. That means he is a vaisnava. If someone becomes a vaisnava he is a perfect brahmana.

Haridasa Thakura

In this respect we may quote the example of Advaitacarya who was offering oblations to his
diseased father—pitr-sraddha. It is the Vedic custom that one invites the brahmanas and feeds
them. He invited Haridasa Thakura and offered him the sraddha-patra. But Haridasa, Thakura, who
was born in a family of Mohamedans— yavanas—not a brahmana family, said, “No, don’t give it to
me. | am a mleccha born in a Mohamedan family. If you do it then you will be excommunicated
from the society of brahmanas.” Advaitacarya replied, “I am not afraid of that, fearlessly | shall do
what $astra says,”

tumi khaile haya koti-brahmana-bhojana”
eta bali, sraddha-patra karaila bhojana
(Cc.Antya 3.222)

“Feeding you is equal to feeding ten million brahmanas,” Advaitacarya said. “Therefore, accept
this sraddha-patra.” Thus Advaitacarya made him eat. The Vedic custom is to feed the brahmanas
but if | only feed you | will get the result of feeding crores of brahmanas.”

Haridasa Thakura is avaisnava,. So he is a perfect Brahmana. Mahaprabhu made him
namacarya, he knows bhagavat-svardpa and atma-svaripa. He is engaged in prema-bhakti, twenty-
four hours a day chanting hare krspa hare krsna krspa krsna hare hare hare rama hare rama rama
rama hare hare.

The Solution to Life’s Problems

This is the purport to this verse from the Brhad Aranyaka Upanisad: tam eva dhiro vijidya
prajiam kurvita brahmanah. And in the purport of Bhagavad-gita (2.7), Srila Prabhupada quotes a
verse from the same Upanisad; yo va etad aksaram gargy aviditvasmal-lokat praiti sa krpanah.”He is
a miserly man who does not solve the problems of life as a human and who thus quits the world like
cats and dogs, without understanding the science of self- realization.” He is a krpana—the opposite



of abrahmana. Then who is a brahmana? Yo va etad aksaram gargi viditvasmal-lokat praiti sa
brahmanah, “He is a wise brahmana who leaves this world knowing the solutions to life’s problems.”
He knows the infallible Lord Visnu. Without knowing Visnu he is a krpana. That means one who
knows Visnu can solve life’s problems, otherwise, how can you do so? The goal of life is to know
and understand Visnu—to get Visnu. The sastras discuss this topic so many times. The Manu
Samhita (2.168) says,

yo ‘nuditya dvijo vedam anyatra kurute sramam
sa jiva n eva sudratvam asu gacchati sanvayaih

“Someone who undergoes the gayatri-mantra diksa— the sacred thread ceremony—gets his
second birth and becomes known as a dvija. The duty of such a brahmana, dvijais to stay in the
guru’s asrama and study Vedic knowledge. But after upanayana—mantra diksa—if he does not do
so, and rather, leaves the asrama of the guru to engage in material activities, he becomes a stdra.
And the whole seminal line, the generations that come after him, will all become stdras.”

So in Kali-yuga all are sudras, there are no brahmanas because after upanayana—mantra
diksa—they do not engage in Vedic study but instead engage in all sorts of material activities.

Descendant of the Supreme Lord

Therefore Prabhupada said, “We are creating brahmanas. We are giving training how to
become a brahmana, because that is the need of the society The society cannot be perfect without
a head.” Such brahmanas are the intelligent class of men and they are the gurus of all the other
varnas: ksatriyas, vaisyas and sudras. Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.21.12) mentions,

sarvatrasklialitadesah
sapta-dvipaika-danda-dhrk
anyatra brahmana-kula
danyatracyuta-gotratah

“Prthu Maharaja was the ruler of the whole world, consisting of seven islands. He was a very
strict ruler, inflicting discipline upon everyone except for the brahmanas and the vaispavas—acyuta-
gotratah.”

The so-called brahmanas are called cyuta-gotra but when one becomes a vaispava he becomes
acyuta-gotra. Gotra means hereditary root or family lineage and it is determined when the father is
known. They are rsikula datta—their root comes from one of the rsis like Gautama, Kasyapa,
Bharadvaja, Vasistha, Vaisampayan and so on. If you ask them what gotra they are from they will
say, Kasyapa gotra, Bharadvaja gotra or Gautama gotra, but when one becomes a vaisnava he



becomes acyuta-gotra— a descendant of the Supreme Personality of Godhead not rsiikula.

Therefore, sarvatraskhalitadesah—Prthu’s ruling was not inflicted upon the brahmanas and
vaisnavas because they are the gurus of all other varnas. They are there to guide and instruct us.
Under their guidance will the ksatriya kings rule. Then it will be perfect otherwise they will commit
mistakes.

So, brahma janatiti brahmanah— that is one who knows brahma-tattva. Then what is the
meaning of brahma? Brahma is the Brhad-vastu—uvery great and all pervading—cid-ananda visesa-
visnu. One who knows the all-pervading Visnu, who is sac-cid-ananda, and realizes this tattva, he is
a brahmana. Without knowing the all-pervading Visnu nobody can become a brahmana or a guru.
When he becomes a vaisnava he is a perfect brahmana, paramarthika brahmana.

All these things are being discussed. A brahma-vadinah is someone who is expert and well
versed in Vedic knowledge and such a person should not be killed as mentioned in the text
(Bhag.9.9.31), “You are well known and worshiped in learned circles. How dare you kill this
brahmana, who is a saintly, sinless person, well versed in Vedic knowledge? Killing him would be like
destroying the embryo within the womb or killing a cow.” This is such a sinful activity, very serious.

See the Soul and Supersoul

One who is a real vaisnava he knows and sees the Supreme Lord, Visnu. He sees atma—the
soul, and Paramatma—the Supersoul. Only such a person is a real brahmana, a perfect realized soul.
He who is fixed in brahman—»brahma nistha—is a Brahmana.

brahma-bhutah prasannatma
na socati na kanksati
(Bg.18.54)

He is brahma-bhdtah prasannatma—nhe sees the Supreme Brahmana, Lord Visnu. He sees the
soul and the Super soul everywhere and in everybody and thus he is always peaceful and blissful. He
is perfectly connected with the sac-cid-ananda brahma. Na socati na kanksati—he never laments
for any material loss and never desires anything because he has obtained the complete whole—
purna brahma. He is always peaceful and blissful. Therefore the Vedas say: atma bahure drastabhya
srotabhya mantrabhya nidirdhya siddhabhya. If you want real and continuous peace and bliss
without break—niravachina— then you have to see the soul, hear about the soul and meditate
upon the soul. One who does so he is on the brahma-bhata stage, he is peaceful and blissful
continuously, without break. He never desires anything and never laments for any material loss.

So who can see the soul? What sort of vision is required? The soul is so minute, can anyone see



it? It can be realized though. As for example, fire is there in wood but outwardly you cannot see
how it is there. If you take two pieces of wood and just rub them against each other then the fire
will come out. Similarly, the soul is there,

nityo nityanam cetanas cetananam
eko bahanam yo vidadhati kaman
(Katha Upanisada 2.2.13)

There is one supreme conscious being and many minute conscious beings, nityo
nityanam—singular and plural The minute eternal is the atma—individual soul and the supreme
eternal is the sac-cid-ananda maya, brahma.

Peace and Bliss

We should realize that only as long as the soul is there the material body is conscious and alive.
As soon as the soul goes out from the body, it becomes a lump of dead matter. In this way we can
understand how the soul is present. So, we should see the soul, hear about the soul and meditate
upon the soul, then we will be on the brahma-nistha stage. Brahma-bhdtah prasannatma—feeling
continuous peace and bliss, he is a brahmana. He always sees the soul and the Supersoul, he never
sees the outward body.

Bhaktivinoda Thakura, who is a mahajana, acarya in our line, says that such a brahmana, who
becomes a vaisnava, is a perfect brahmana. He is very merciful to all living entities, jive daya name
ruci—vaisnava acara. This is the characteristic and behaviour of a vaisnava —he has developed
taste for the holy name and showers mercy upon all living entities because he sees the soul. “That
fragmental part and parcel of the Supersoul, Krsna, who is the object of my love. This jiva belongs
to Krsna, the Lord of my heart, so how can | mercilessly be unkind to him?” That is jive daya, but
unless one understands the Supersoul, Krsna or Visnu, one cannot shower mercy upon all jivas .

So, this is the perfect dealing of such a perfect brahmana, vaispava . He is established in a
perfect loving relationship with Lord Krsna and sees all the jivas as part and parcel of Krsna, the
object of his love. Only one who loves Krsna can love one and all.

Therefore those who are brahmanas, they have realized this and thus see the eternal loving
relationship between Krsna and the jivas. Therefore he deals with them like brothers, is merciful to
them and makes friendship with his equals. He is very sympathetic to those ignorant fools who have
been suffering here due to their ignorance. They have not developed Krsna consciousness and are
thus ignorant of the science of the soul, the science of Krsna consciousness. He becomes very
merciful and sympathetic towards them. He imparts tattva jiana and inculcates Krsna consciousness
unto them.



These are the dealings of a vaisnava . Then where is the question of jealousy and hatred in the
community of brahmanas and vaispavas ? Otherwise such people are not brahmanas. Real
brahmanas always think of the welfare of all the jivas, because their hearts bleed seeing the suffering
condition of the jivas . They are real vaisnavas .

Women, Gold and Fame

Then we are discussing who is a real vaisnava and what the mahajanas have said—mahajana-
vakya.

kanaka-kamini, ‘pratistha-baghini
chadiyache yare, sei ta’ vaisnava
(vaisnava ke? 11)
O
“He is certainly a vaisnava who has given up the greed for gold and money and who has no
attachment to women. He never runs after name, fame, adoration and prestige which is compared
to a baghini—a tigress. If you are caught by that tigress then she will devour you.” This is what
mahajana Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura says, “Are you a vaisnava?”

sei ‘anasakta’ sei ‘suddha bhakta’,
samsara tatha paya parabhava
(Vaisnava Ke? 11)
“He is asuddha bhakta—pure devotee, completely detached from all material activities,
women, gold and money, name, fame, prestige and adoration. He is only attached to the lotus feet
of Krsna. He is a vaisnava .”

kirtana yahara, ‘pratistha-sambhara’
tahara sampatti kevala ‘kaitava’
(Vaisnava Ke? 13)

“Those who engage in kirtana only to get some pratistha—name, fame and adoration, “Yes, he
is a great vaisnava —sadhu! Such a great kirtaniya!” Only to get so much adoration. They are great
cheaters, only cheating— kaitava.”

Life Comes From Life

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura says,

vrajavasigana,O pracaraka-dhana,



pratistha-bhiksuka ta ‘ra nahe ‘saba’
prana ache tarira,O sehetu pracara,
pratisthasa hina— ‘krsnagatha’ saba

sridayitadasa, O kirtanate asa,
kara uccaih svare ‘harinama-rava’
kirtana-prabhave, O smarana svabhave,
se kale bhajana-nirjana sambhava
(Vaisnava Ke? 18,19)

Those who are Vrajavasis—residents of Vrajabhimi— they have accepted Krsna as the only
object of love. They are pracarakas—preachers. They go out and preach because they see the soul
and the Supersoul. They see how the jivas are suffering only out of ignorance. They see the jivas as
part and parcel of Krsna, the object of their love. “Out of ignorance only they are suffering, so let us
go out and preach the science of Krsna consciousness,” they think. “Inculcate Krsna consciousness
then their suffering will be done away with forever. They will become happy, no more suffering.” So
they go out and preach.

But, pratistha-bhiksuka ta’ra nahe ‘saba’—those who do not go out or who preach only to run
after name, fame and adoration, they are saba—dead bodies. They have no life. Prana ache tarra,
sehetu pracara—he who has life will go out and preach. And what is life? Srila Prabhupada hints at
that in the purport (Bhag.9.9.31), “The modern scientific theory that life is a combination of
chemicals is nonsense; scientists cannot manufacture living beings, even like those born from eggs.
The idea that scientists can develop a chemical situation resembling that of an egg and bring life
from it is nonsensical.”

What is the source of life? Life comes from life, and life is Krsna—syama mora prana dhana,
syama is my life and soul! He is a Vrajavasi—resident of Vrajabhami. He has developed krsna-prema
and has bound up Krsna in his heart. He has life. The acaryas have said,

syama mora prana dhana, syama mora abharana
syama mora jivanera jivana

syama heno dhana pabo, hiyara majare thabo
naile prane vanchibanaga

(Padmavali)

What is life? “Syama is my prana dhana—the most valuable asset of my life. Syama is mora
abharana—the only ornament for me. Syama is the life of my life. Such an invaluable asset is syama
to me. | must get Him and put Him in the core of my heart, otherwise | cannot survive and | will
have no life.”



Syama is the source of life. Life comes from life. So he who has life goes out and preaches the
science of Krsna consciousness. His heart bleeds seeing the soul’s suffering since time immemorial.
Pratistha-bhiksuka ta ‘ra nahe ‘saba ‘—he is not begging for name, fame, adoration and prestige.
Those who do so, they have no life—lifeless—-they are dead bodies. This is what Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami and Bhaktivinoda Thakura have said about the qualification for preachers. The
qualification is that you must get life, that is Krsna, Syama, and then give life to everybody. Only he
is a real preacher, otherwise who will preach?

Who understands it? But this is what our acaryas have said, jive daya nama ruci—he is merciful
to all the jivas . These are the dealings of a vaispava . He shows mercy to one and all because he
sees, this jiva belongs to Krsna, the Lord of my heart and object of my love. Therefore he goes out
and preaches. This is a question of love. “They have become lifeless so let me inculcate life unto
them—that is Krsna consciousness, the real life.” They are vrajavasis—residents of Vrajabhumi, and
have accepted Krsna as the only object of love. They are firmly fixed in their eternal loving
relationship with Krsna.

Krsna, the Object of Love

Krsna left Vrajabhimi to go to Mathura. So, Akrdra had come with his chariot, to take Krsna
and Balarama. The vrajavasis felt so much distress that some of them ran behind Krsna. Some
cowherd boys and cowherd men also ran behind Krsna.

Then Ugrasena patni-padma, Padmavati, the wife of Ugrasena and mother of Karhsa, thought,
“Why are they running behind Krsna? They must want to get something from Him. They have
brought up Krsna who is now twelve, thirteen years old and they have spent their money for Him.
So now they see that Krsna is going to Mathura without having repaid them, that is why they run
behind Him. Still, Krsna had tended their cows and calves—nanda-godhana-rakhowala—so He must
have repaid something, but it is not completely repaid, something is lacking and they are running
behind Krsna to get that.”

This is padma-vicara—the materialistic consideration. But are the Vrajavasis running after Krsna
for that purpose? No! Krsna is their life—syama mora prana dhana, “Our life is getting out so how
can we survive?” Krsna is the object of their love, therefore out of love they are running behind Him.
Not to get some money or anything else. They are vrajavasis—residents of Vraja. They have
developed pure love for Krsna and accepted Him as their life. Life comes from life. So they are
preachers. They go out and preach, making all the suffering living entities happy by inculcating Krsna
consciousness. Let the whole world turn into Vaikuntha, where there is no suffering! That is what
Prabhupada wants, so go out and preach Krsna consciousness!






The Flow of Nectar

namo brahmanya-devaya
go brahmanya-hitaya ca
jagad-dhitaya krsnaya
govindaya namo namah

| offer my respectful obeisances to the Supreme Absolute Truth, Krsna, who is the well-wisher
of the cows and brahmanas as well as the living entities in general. | offer my repeated obeisances to
Govinda, who is the pleasure reservoir for all the senses.

A devotee of Krsna is very much attached to brahminical culture. Indeed, an expert personality
who knows who Krsna is and what He wants is a real Brahmana. Brahma janatiti brahmanah. Krsna
is the Parabrahman, and therefore all Krsna conscious persons, or devotees of Krsna, are exalted
brahmanas. Khatvanga Maharaja regarded the devotees of Krsna as the real brahmanas and the real
light for human society. One who desires to advance in Krsna consciousness and spiritual
understanding must giveOutmost importance to brahminical culture and must understand Krsna
(krsnaya govindaya). Then his life will be successful.” (Bhag. 9.9.43 purport).

Again the question of who is a real brahmana comes up and why Khatvanga Maharaja favours
the brahminical culture. The conclusion is drawn here. Srila Prabhupada has said in his purport that
all Krsna conscious persons or devotees of Krsna are really exalted brahmanas. One who knows
Krsna and what He wants is a real brahmana. Brahma janatiti brahmana. Such complete Krsna
conscious persons—ekantyeka bhaktas—unalloyed devotees of Krsna, are real brahmanas. One



who has developed complete Krsna consciousness, in other words a pure devotee of Krsna, is a real
brahmana. That is what is hinted at here. The conclusion is that this will be the success of life.
Nobody can achieve the success of life otherwise. In many places in the Srimad-Bhagavatam this
topic of brahmanas is discussed.

Mahaprabhu, who is Krsna Himself, completely defeated the philosophy of the so-called
brahmavadis, mayavadis. They were stressing, “Brahman, Brahman, Brahman. Understanding
Brahman and becoming one with that Brahman.” But Mahaprabhu completely defeated their
philosophy,

veda-purane kahe brahma-nirdpana
sei brahma—abrhad-vastu, isvara-laksana
(CC.Madhya.6.139)

“All Vedic literature and other literature that strictly follows the Vedic principles ascertain that
the Supreme Brahmana is the Absolute Truth, the greatest of all, and a feature of the Supreme
Lord.”

Unalloyed Devotees of Krsna

So being a brahmana and understanding Brahmana, really means to know the Supreme Lord,
Krsna, and what He wants. Therefore the Founder-acarya of ISKCON named this society, ‘Society
for Krsna Consciousness.” Those who join and serve this society, should develop complete Krsna
consciousness. In other words, we should become unalloyed devotees of Krsna. Nobody can
understand Krsna otherwise. It is not an easy thing to understand Krsna.

Have you seen how He is? Look at His deity form. He is a very crooked person—in three places
bent. Not only in one or two places, but in three places crooked— syamam tribhanga-lalitam. He is
in three places crooked but He looks so beautiful. How can one understand such a person, whose
activities and dealings are all very crooked? Duplicity is Krsna’s monopoly baba! It is not the
monopoly of thejiva . Only one who develops complete Krsna consciousness and becomes an
unalloyed devotee of Krsna, can understand Him. Nobody can understand Krsna otherwise. Then
such a person will become a perfect brahmana and his life will become successful. In the Bhakti-
sandarbha (117) by Srila Jiva Gosvami, he has quoted the Garuda Purana.

brahmananam sahasrebhyah satrayaji visisyate
satrayaji-sahasrebhyah sarvavedanta-paragah
sarva-vedanta-vit-kotya visnu-bhakto visisyate
vaisnava nam sahasrebhyah ekantyeko visisyate



“Out of many thousands of Brahmanas, one who performs sacrifice for Visnu is best. Out of
thousands of such yajiika—brahmanas, one who knows the meaning of Vedanta is best. Out of
millions of those who know the meaning of Vedanta, a devotee of Visnu is best. And out of
thousands of Visnu bhaktas, one who is an unalloyed devotee of Visnu is the best.”

A so-called brahmana without vaispavata — being a vaispava — is not a real brahmana, as
quoted in Hari bhaktivilasa:

sat-karma nipuno vipro mantra-tantra-visaradah
avaisnavo gurur na syad vaisnpava hi svapaco guruh

“A brahmana may be expert in mantra, ritual and the six kinds of brahminical activities —
performing and teaching sacrifice, studying and teaching scriptures giving and receiving charity —
but if he is not a vaispava, or expert in the science of Krsna consciousness, he cannot be a guru. On
the other hand, a person, even if he is born in a family of untouchable outcastes, can become a guru
if he is a vaisnava .”

Here the question of guru-tattva comes up. Unless a brahmana becomes a vaisnava, he cannot
become a guru. He may be very qualified in performing the six kinds of brahminical activities, but if
he has no devotion and does not know the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he cannot be a
guru—avaisnavo gurur na syat.

A Topmost Brahmana

On the other hand we say, vaisnavah svapaco guruh: one may be born in a family of dog-
eaters, candalas, if he has developed visnu-bhakti or krsna-bhakti he becomes a guru. A so-called
brahmana who is not a vaispnava —a devotee of Krsna—although born in a brahmana family, is not a
real brahmana. He may know the six types of brahminical activities very well-mantra tantra; very
expert in mantra and Vedic rituals, adhyayana adhyapana; he is very learned in the Vedas and he
also teaches the Vedas to others, yajana yajana; he knows how to worship the Supreme personality
of Godhead and also teaches others how to worship. But if he has no devotion, he is a vaisnava, he
is not fit to be guru. “One who is My bhakta,” Krsna says, “although born in a family of dog-
eaters— svapaco, he becomes guru. His life is successful because he knows Me.”

Then again in the Hari-bhakti-vilasa (10.127), Sanatana Gosvami has quoted,

na me ‘bhaktas caturvedi mad-bhaktah svapacah priyah
tasmai deyam tato grahyam sa ca pajyo yatha hy aham

“A brahmana may have studied the four Vedas— Sama, Atharva, Rg and Yajur—if he is not My



devotee, he is not dear to Me. On the other hand, a person born in a family of dog — eaters —
candalas — but who is My devotee, is very dear to Me. If you are going to donate something, give
it to My dear devotee. If My devotee offers you something, accept it as his prasada, mercy. Such a
dear devotee is as worshipable as | am,” Krsna says.

An unalloyed devote—ekantyeka bhakta—the topmost brahmana. That is Srila Prabhupada’s
conclusion. Unless one becomes an unalloyed devotee of Krsna one’s life will not be successful. “. .,
one must understand Krsna (Krsnaya govindaya). Then his life will be successful” That is the supreme
perfection of this rarely achieved human birth.

labdha sudurlabham idarm bahu sambhavante
manusyamarthadam anityam apiha dhirah
(Bhag. 11.9.29)

“After undergoing lakhs and lakhs of different species of life, one gets the rarely achieved
human birth. The purpose of this rarely achieved birth is to understand the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Krsna, and develop the parama-purusartha—that is krsna-prema-bhakti. Without such
krsna-prema, nobody can understand or approach Krsna, the supreme perfection of this rarely
achieved human birth.”

Hari Hari! bifale janama gonainu
Manusya-janama paiya,O Radha Krsna na bhajiya,

Janiya suniya bisa khainu

(Prarthana)

Narottama dasa Thakura sings, “If upon getting this rarely achieved human birth, one does not
engage in radha-Krsna bhajan, he is knowingly drinking poison.”

To understand Krsna is the supreme perfection of life, brahma janatiti brahmanah. That is what
Prabhupada says,”.. . A devotee of Krsna is very much attached to brahminical culture. Indeed, an
expert personality who knows who Krsna is and what He wants is a real brahmana.”

Reservoir of All Mellows

So who is Krsna? He is Syamasundara-syamam tribhanga-lalitarn. He is in three places
crooked—bent, but He is very beautiful. His beauty far excels that of crores of cupids, kandarpa-
koti-kamaniya-visesa-sobham. He is so beautiful, He is adbhuta ananta pdrna, He is srngara-rasa-raja
madana-mohana— He is the reservoir of all mellows and King of the conjugal rasa — srrigara-rasa.

adbhuta, ananta, parna mora madhurima



tri-jagate ihara keha nahi paya sima
(Cc. Adi 4.138)

These are Krsna’s own words. “My beauty is wonderful, unlimited, and completely full. Nobody
in the three planetary systems knows it. Nobody can calculate it and nobody can reach its limit.”

ei prema-dvare nitya radhika ekali
amara madhuryamrta asvade sakali
(Cc.Adi 4.139)

“Only Radharani knows it and only Radharani relishes that madhuryamrta—the amrta,
sweetness emanating from My beauty.”

Therefore Krsna is known as ‘madhuryaka nilaya krsna’—the reservoir of all sweetness.

aparva madhuri krsnera, aparva tara bala
vahara sravane mana haya talamala

krsnera madhurye krsne upajaya lobha
samyak asvadite nare, mane rahe ksobha

(Cc. Adi 4.157,158)

“Krsna’s beauty contains such a wonderful sweetness, that is unprecedented And it’s strength is
also very wonderful. If you hear about Krsna’s beauty from the lips of a dear devotee of Krsna, your
mind will become restless. Its beauty is such that even Krsna, the possessor,Odevelops greed to
relish it.”

5

Extraordinary Sweetness

Therefore Krsna appeared as Gauranga. Krsna cannot relish His own beauty completely, so to
fulfill His greed—Ilobha—He appeared as Gaura, assuming the sentiment and complexion of
Radharani—radha-bhava-dyuti-suvalitari (Cc. Adi 1.5)—because nobody else but Radharani relishes
such wonderful beauty completely.

This is the purport here. All males, females, moving and non-moving objects, everybody is
attracted towards Krsna’s beauty. So, he is known as srigara-rasa-raja, Syamasundara, the King of
conjugal mellows, Radha-ramana.

Krsna has four types of beauty that no other visnu-tattva possesses. Those are; rdpa-madhuri,
venu-madhuri, rati-madhuri and lila-madhuri—the sweetness of His form, the sweetness of His flute,
the sweetness of His loving dealings and the sweetness of His pastimes. It s



uncomparable—anupama—and you cannot find it in any other visnu-tattva. It is only found in Krsna,
the source of all visnu-tattvas---avataras. This is all mentioned in the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu by Rapa
Gosvami. Only in Govinda, Krsna, are these extraordinary sweetnesses there. Krsna is purnabrahma
rasasvartpa, advaya jAana tattva. Rasaraja Sri Krsna, the King of all mellows, is asamardhva, para
tattva vastu—the Absolute Truth and purnananda rasa-svarupa—He is the reservoir of all mellows
and complete in all mellows. Krsna is completely full, there is no deficiency or incompleteness in
Him. He is asamardhva, that means nobody is superior or equal to Him. That is Krsna, and all Krsna’s
madhuryas are similarly asamardhva. That is Vrajendra-nandana Sri Krsna— the son of Nanda
Maharaja. So, Krsna’s beauty is asamardhva saundarya and anupama—incomparable. Nobody’s
beauty is equal to or superior to it.

The Embodiment of Supreme Bliss

Krsna is completely full—pdrna-brahma, Sri Krsna. This is very significant. If someone
understands and attains that pdrna-brahma, Krsna, he will no longer feel any incompleteness and his
life has become successful. But as long as one has not attained that pdrna-brahma, Krsna, he will feel
incompleteness in his life. It is said that Krsna is the complete full, paramananda svardpa—the
embodiment of supreme bliss and aptakama, atmarama—He is self-satisfied. There is no
incompleteness in Him. Krsna is the paripurna rasavigraha—the completely full embodiment of all
rasa. He is brahma-gopala and ujjvala-nilamani.

We will find, that in everybody there is some incompleteness. Only in Krsna there is no
incompleteness at all. So for one who understands Him and attains Him, there will also be no
incompleteness. That is the supreme perfection of our human birth.

All jivas, which are very tiny differentiated parts of Krsna—vibhinnamsa, feel incompleteness
and deficiency Even the svamsas—visnu-tattva expansions of the Lord, have incompleteness. Then
what to speak of the differentiated parts—the jivas . No avatara or visnu-tattva is called pdrna-
brahma, only Krsna. So Krsna is sarvamsi-sarvavatari-sarva saktiman—He is the source of all
avataras and visnu-tattvas, He is all-powerful. Whatever madhuryas—sweetness of beauty—other
visnu-tattvas or avataras have, that is only a particle of the beauty of purna-brahma, Krsna.

ete camsa-kalah pumsah
krsnas tu bhagavan svayam
(Bhag.1.3.28)

They are all plenary portions or portions of the portions of Krsna. Krsna is svayam
Bhagavan—the source of all avataras and amsas. So Krsna has purna madhurya— His beauty is
completely full. That is so incomparable and excellent that even Krsna Himself becomes enchanted
by it, what to speak of others.



“Rascal Brahma!”

Everybody within the three planetary systems feels incompleteness and it manifests itself
through the five knowledge acquiring senses; the eyes, the tongue, the nose, the ears and the sense
of touch. The objects for these senses are; rdpa, rasa, gandha, sabda, sparsa. Ripa— form, is the
object of enjoyment for the eye; rasa—taste, for the tongue; gandha—smell, for the nose;
sabda—sound, for the ear and sparSa—touch, for the sense of touch, the skin. So this
incompleteness is manifest through these ripa, rasa, gandha, sabda, sparsa.

And how will this need be completely satisfied— paritrpti? Only by getting Krsna. It is not
possible otherwise. Our eyes want to see various forms that are more and more beautiful. The eye
wants to see increasingly beautiful forms in this material world but still it is never satisfied. The eye
feels deficiency and similarly the ear. The ear wants to hear sounds that are more and more sweet.
But still it never feels satisfied. Also the tongue wants to taste more and more palatable dishes, still it
finds no satisfaction.

But when the eye sees the all-beautiful form of Syamasundara, whose beauty excels that of
crores of cupids, it wants to see such beauty without the blinking of the eyes. Then such a person
chastises Lord Brahma, ‘That rascal Brahma does not know how to create nicely.”

atrpta haiya kane vidhira nindana
avidagdha vidhi bhala na jane srjana

koti netra nahi dila, sabe dila dui
tahate nimesa,—krsna ki dekhiba muni
(Cc.Adi 4.150,151)

“He has not given me crores of eyes. He gave me two eyes only and then also eyelids, so my
eyes blink. How then can | see the beauty of Krsna? My eyelids are blinking and creating obstruction
in my vision and in relishing the beauty of Krsna.”

Such feelings will come up. That is the beauty of that pdrna-brahma, Krsna. If someone is
fortunate enough and sees the extraordinary beauty of Krsna, his life becomes successful. He will
never aspire to see any beauty of this material world. Is there any beauty in this material world? Get
out, ugly witch maya! Why become attracted by maya’s beauty, is there any beauty in maya? Why
shall someone who sees the beauty of Syamasundara look at the ugly witch maya?

Krsna Develops Greed



He is completely satisfied and not only that, he always wishes to see theOnewer and newer
beauty of Krsna at every moment. It is said,

krsna-madhuryera eka svabhavika bala
krsna-adi nara-nari karaye cancala

sravane, darsane akarsaye sarva-mana
apana asvadite krsna karena yatana
(Cc. Adi 4.147,148)

“The beauty of Krsna has one natural strength: it thrills the hearts of all men and women,
beginning with Lord Krsna Himself. All minds are attracted by hearing His sweet voice and flute, or
by seeing His beauty. Even Lord Krsna Himself makes efforts to taste that sweetness.”

Such sweetness is there—krsnera madhurya avicintya bala; such strength emanates from the
sweetness of His beauty that it is inconceivable. It attracts men and women, all moving and non-
moving objects in the three planetary systems. Even Krsna is attracted to it, then what to speak of
others. Krsna develops greed to taste His own beauty. Not only that, sravane, darsane akarsaye
sarva-mana—when His premi-bhaktas speak about His beauty—do krsna-kirtana—Krsna becomes
attracted to that spot. He runs there.

naham tisthami vaikunthe
yoginam hrdayesu va

tat tat tisthami narada
yatra gayanti mad-bhaktah
(Padma Purana)

“I' am not in Vaikuntha, nor in the heart of the meditational yogi. | am there where My premi-
bhaktas speak about Me and do My kirtana. | am so attracted that | will run there.”

Thus such devotees, who have relished Krsna’s sweetness, chastise Lord Brahma. So, having
these eyes, if a human being cannot see the all-beautiful form of Syamasundara, then what is the
value of his eyes? It is better to become blind like Bilvamangala Thakura. And if the ears do not hear
the sweet singing of Krsna’s flute, then what is the value of such ears? Useless! Useless! Krsna’s
voice and His singing are so sweet, but if you cannot hear it then what is the use of your ears? If
someone hears Krsna’s sweet voice, his desire to hear ever sweeter sounds will be completely
satisfied forever. He will never aspire to hear any other voice or see any other beautiful form of this
material world. Only see the beautiful form of Syamasundara!

vamsi- ganamrta-dhama, lavanyamrta-janma-sthana,
ye na dekhe se canda vadana



se nayane kiba kaja, paduka tara munde vaja,
se nayana rahe ki karana
(CC.Madhya.2.29)

“Of what use are eyes if one does not see the face of Krsna, which resembles the moon and is
the birthplace of all beauty and the reservoir of the nectarean songs of His flute? Oh, let a
thunderbolt strike his head! Why does he keep such eyes?”

Look at the beautiful moonlike face of Krsna—canda vadana, the source of all beauty. If you
cannot see that beautiful form of Syamasundara, it is better that Lord Indra throws his thunderbolt
on your head. What is the use of such eyes?

Like a Flow of Nectar

krsnera madhura vani,O amrtera tarangini,
tara pravesa nahi ye sravane
kanakadi-chidra sama,O janiha se sravana,
tara janma haila akarane
(CC.Madhya.2.31)

“Topics about Krsna are like waves of nectar. If such nectar does not enter one’s ear, the ear is
no better than the hole of a damaged conchshell. Such an ear is created for no purpose.”

Krsna’s flute singing is so sweet that it is like a flow of nectar—amrutera tarangini. The flow
coming from a fountain of nectar. That is the sweet voice of Krsna. If someone cannot hear such a
wonderful thing, then what is the use of such ears? They are like the holes of a damaged conchshell.
It is all described in the Caitanya-caritamrta. If someone can hear that sweet voice then that will be
the success of his life. Otherwise his life is useless. See the beautiful form of Syamasundara, then
that will be the success of possessing these eyes. Your desire will be fulfilled forever.

These characteristics are present in Krsna only; rdpa-madhuni, venu-madhuri, prema-madhurt
and lila-madhuri— the sweetness of His beautiful form, the sweetness of His flute singing, the
sweetness of His conjugal affairs and the sweetness of His pastimes. They enchant everybody within
the three planetary systems, including Krsna Himself. It is always fresh — newer and newer. It is
never the same, but it changes at every moment and it never grows old, it is always fresh and new.
That is the wonderful characteristic and one who tastes such nectar— amrta—emanating from
these four types of sweetnesses, he develops greed how to taste such nectar more and more at
every moment.



krsnera adharamrta, krsna-guna-carita,
sudha-sara-svada-vinindana

tara svada ye na jane, janmiya na maila kene,
se rasana bheka jihva sama

(CC.Madhya.2.32)

“The nectar from the lips of Lord Krsna and His transcendental qualities and characteristics
surpass the taste of the essence of all, nectar, and there is no fault in tasting such nectar. If one does
not taste it, he should die immediately after birth, and his tongue is to be considered no better than
the tongue of a frog.

mrga-mada nilotpala,O milane ye parimala,
yei hare tara garva-mana
hena krsna-ariga-gandha,O yara nahi se sambhandha,
sei nasa bhastrara samana
(CC.Madhya.2.33)

“One’s nostrils are no better than the bellows of a blacksmith if he has not smelled the
fragrance of Krsna’s body, which is like the aroma of musk combined with that of the bluish lotus
flower; Indeed, such combinations are actually defeated by the aroma of Krsna’s body.”

krsna-kara-pada-tala,O koti-candra-susitala,
tara sparsa yena sparsa-mani
tara sparsa nahi yara, se yauk charakhara,
sei vapu lauha-sama jani
(CC.Madhya.2.34)

“The palms of Krsna’s hands and the soles of His feet are so cool and pleasant that they can be
compared only to the light of millions of moons. One who has touched such hands and feet has
indeed tasted the effects of touchstone. If one has not touched them, his life is spoiled, and his body
is like iron.”

Success of Life

So, here we can see what is the success of life and what is the real perfection of one’s human
birth. That is to understand Krsna and become His devotee. Therefore in the purport (Bhag.9.9.43),
Srila Prabhupada says, “A devotee of Krsna is very much attached to brahminical culture. Indeed, an
expert personality who knows who Krsna is and what He wants is a real brahmana.. . . One who
desires to advance in Krsna consciousness and spiritual understanding must give the utmost
importance to brahminical culture and must understand Krsna (Krsnaya govindaya). Then his life will
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be successfu

So one must not only understand Krsna, but also get Him. Get Him! Get Him! Taste the
sweetness emanating from His beauty-madhuryamrta—and the vamsiganamrta—His nectarean flute
singing. Get Krsna and taste His madhuryas, then your life will be successful. Otherwise your life is
useless. This is complete Krsna consciousness,

yo mam pasyati sarvatra
sarvam ca mayi pasyati
tasyaham na pranasyami
sa ca me na pranasyati

This is what Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita; “For one who sees Me everywhere and sees
everything in Me, | am never lost, nor is he ever lost to Me. He sees Me and | see him.”

This is a complete Krsna conscious person.

bhakta ama preme bandhiyache hrdaya-bhitare
yahan netra pade tahan dekhaye amare
(CC.Madhya .25 .1 27)

“Such a premi-bhakta, who has developed pure krsna-prema, has bound Me up in his heart
with the rope of love. Wherever he looks, he sees Me in My beautiful form of Syamasundara.”

This is a perfect brahmana, and that is what is hinted at here. A pure devotee of Krsna is a real
Brahmana.

“Such a premi-bhakta has bound Me up in his heart with the rope of love,” Krsna says.
“Wherever he looks, he only sees Me.” This is a question of krspa-prema. It is all described in the
Caitanya-caritamrta and this is the real brahminical culture. Develop pure krsna-bhakti and be a real
Brahmana. Then your life will be successful.

Plow and Flute

Devotee: We have been hearing the reason for the hue of Krsna’s body, Radharani’s body and
Gaura’s body. So, how do we understand the reason for Lord Balarama’s whitish hue?

Srila Gour Govinda Maharaja: Balarama is white and there is a reason for it. You see, Balarama
is Nityananda Prabhu, Nityananda. Rama—nitai-pada-kamala, koti-candra-susitala. His lotus feel are
as cool as the cooling effect of crores of moons. So, what is the color of moonlight? That is white.
So much mercy. Therefore Balarama has a plow in his hand, and Krsna a flute. That is Krsna-



Balarama—plow and flute. So first cultivation— karsana—is needed. Then all nasty weed like things
will be rooted out. The field should be cultivated properly with the plow of Balarama, then the field
of the heart— hrdaya-ksetra—becomes fertile and the seed of the devotional creeper—bhakti-
lata—will be sown. That should not be a barren land. If you sow the seed in a barren land, the seed
will never fructify. That is what Gopinathacarya said to Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, ‘Why am |
sowing seeds in a barren land? | am doing useless labor, because it will never fructify.” So, after
proper cultivation by Balarama’s plow, when the land is fertile, the seed should be sown. Then when
you develop prema-bhakti you will be attracted by Krsna’s flute. The flute means
akarsana—attraction. karsana-akarsana —cultivation and enchantment. So, this is the Krsna-
Balarama Mandir.

Devotee: When we hear from a bona fide guru, is that the cultivation of land?

Srila Gour Govinda Maharaja: Cultivating the land means following the rules and
regulations—vaidhi-bhakti. The guru will give you some do’s and don’t do’s, follow the rules and
regulations, chant sixteen rounds daily. Then after proper cultivation, the unwanted weed like things
are rooted out—anartha upasama—and the field becomes fertile. Then the guru will sow the
bhakti-lata bija. Under his guidance you will do sravanam kirtanamh— you will hear krsna-katha, and
then you will develop raganuga-bhakti. You will come to raga-marga-bhakti and develop prema
under the guidance of that guru, then you will understand and see Krsna. You will get Krsna. You
will become so enchanted by the sweet flute singing of Krsna, which attracts everybody. Akarsana is
the ultimate thing, but first karsana—cultivation. Therefore Balarama and Krsna—Krsna-Balarama
Mandir.

Devotee: It is said that hearing about Krsna is as good as seeing Krsna.

Srila Gour Govinda Maharaja: Yes, that verse is there in the Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.9.11),
Sruteksita-patharhn—the process of bona fide hearing. Sruta-iksita—if you hear then you will be able
to see. Premanjana cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena—you will be endowed with that eye. By hearing
krsna-katha from the pure lips of such a vaisnava, that premarjana—the ointment of love—wiill be
smeared on the eyes. Then you can see. By hearing krsna-katha regularly—srnvatam sva-kathah
krsnah, the heart will be cleansed of all dirty things—hrdy antah stho hy abhadrani.

Devotee: You have said that in Kali-yuga there is no such thing as sadhana-siddha, only krpa-
siddha. So we can understand that to some extent, but one may ask, “What is the purpose then of
sadhana?”

Srila Gour Govinda Maharaja: We have to do some sadhana because the guru has told us to
do it. So we must obey, but we are not dependent on it. We are completely dependent on mercy.
What sadhana can you do in Kali yuga? We have been doing sadhana for so many years and what



have we attained. So many nasty things are still there. But the guru has told us to do it so we are
doing it.

Devotee: So, is there any benefit from chanting extra rounds on Ekadasis?

Srila Gour Govinda Maharaja: Yes, if the guru tells you, you have to do it. Unless you execute
and obey his order how can you get the guru’s mercy? And that mercy is very powerful.

Devotee: It is the crying process in Kali-yuga. In our heart we have to cry for the mercy We
have no qualifications.

Srila Gour Govinda Maharaja: What qualification do we have? We have nothing being so
fallen, most degraded. No good qualities, only bad things, nonsense. Disqualification is our
qualification. So what sadhana can we do? Although we are doing it because the guru has told, we
are not dependent on it. We are only dependent on the mercy.

Cor a2



Jive daya name ruci

Vasudeva Datta, one of the very dear associates of Mahaprabhu, was the brother of Mukunda
Datta and he was also a singer. He had a very nice voice. When Mahaprabhu performed sarikirtana,
Vasudeva Datta used to join Him. The Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika, verse 140, describes that Vasudeva
Datta was formerly Madhuvrata, a singer in Vrndavana. In vraja-lila he is a singer named Madhuvrata
and in gaura-lila he is Vasudeva Datta.

Once Mahaprabhu also said that Vasudeva Datta is Prahlada. Prahlada Maharaja said to Lord
Nrsimhadeva that he did not want mukti—liberation. Nrsimhadeva offered mukti to Prahlada
Maharaja but he said, “No, | cannot accept that. | see that there are innumerable jivas here in this
material world, suffering since time immemorial. Unless all of them get liberation | will not accept it.
Why shall 12”7 That means he wants to deliver all the jivas here that are suffering on this miserable
platform, the material’ world. His heart bleeds, he is such a vaisnava. Similarly, Vasudeva Datta is
such avaisnava . He is like Haridasa Thakura or even more exalted than him. Even more exalted
than Prahlada and Haridasa Thakura.

Christians say that Jesus Christ accepts all the sins of his followers but in gaura-parsada—among
the associates of Gauranga Mahaprabhu, you will find that Vasudeva Datta is much more exalted
than that. We should understand it. Nobody can understand Vasudeva Datta. One may be a very



learned scholar—a patistha, or he may even be a brahma-jaani—a great philosopher or a great
scientist but he cannot understand Vasudeva Datta. Krpambudhir yah para-duhkha-duhkhi— that is
a real vaisnava, a great vaisnava, maha-bhagavata, premi-bhakta. Jive daya name ruci—vaisnava
acara, this is the vaisnpava acara, the characteristic of a vaisnava; Jive daya name ruci— mercy upon
the jivas and taste for the holy name. Such a nectarean mellow emanates from the holy name and
someone who tastes it has developed nama ruci.

syama name ke madhu ache go
vadane charite nahi pare
(Candidasa, Padavali)

Radharani says to one of Her girl companions “O sakhi, what sweet nectarean honey is there in
the name of Syama? O My dear girl companion, My tongue does not want to leave it.”

Can we taste that? Our tongues cannot taste it. Hare krsna hare krspa krsna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare . Can you taste the honey while chanting hare krsna?

Then how is it that you want to finish? Ha....... Krs...Ha.......... Krs...... Krs...... Krs (imitating
incoherent chanting)—all right finished. How can you want to finish it? “I am tired, | have so many
rounds. O, when shall | be finished?” Ha....... Krs...Ha.......... Krs...... Krs...... Krs —finished, quit it

and then think of maya again. Engage in other activities that means maya’s activities. If we are
spending our time in such a way, we can never taste the honey. Such sweet nectaren honey is there
in the name of Syama, Krsna. So unless one tastes it how will he become a vaispava? Jive daya name
ruci—vaisnava acara. This is the vaisnava acara—a vaisnava’s dealings or, characteristics. He has
developed taste for the holy name, he tastes that sweet honey that emanates from chanting the
holy name, and he kindly showers mercy upon all living entities.

Love for Krsna

This is not just theoretical — it is practical but how will it be? How can one develop mercy
towards all living entities, even a tiny ant? How? This is not theoretical or by mere saying. The only
relationship is with Krsna, so one must develop love for Krsna who is the only object of love.

sarva-yonisu kaunteya
mdrtayah sambhavanti yah
tasam brahma mahad yonir
aham bija- pradah pita
(Bg.14.4)

In the Bhagavad-gita Krsna has already said that thing.



“What ever species of life—jiva yoni, (eighty four lakhs of species of life are there), of all those
jivas | am the seed-giving father. All the jivas that you will find here in this cosmic manifestation
have all emanated from Me.”

aham sarvasya prabhavo
mattah sarvam pravartate
iti matva bhajante mam
budha bhava-samanvitah
(Bg.10.8)

“I' am the source of all spiritual and material worlds. Everything emanates from Me. The wise
who perfectly know this engage in My devotional service and worship Me with all their hearts.”

Aham sarvasya prabhavo—can we understand this thing? That means not just a theoretical
understanding. We may quote this verse but a mere theoretical understanding will not help us. See
the relationship and realize it. It is a question of realization, a question of vision. See it! See how
every living entity, every object and everything that you find here is related to Krsna.

yo mam pasyati sarvatra
sarvam ca mayi pasyati
tasyaham na pranasyami
sa ca me na pranasyati
(Bg.6.30)

Krsna has said all these things in the Bhagavad-gita, but can we understand it? Krsna says all
these things theoretically, but Mahaprabhu came to teach this practically. Yo mam pasyati
sarvatra—a very deep and confidential purport is there. This is a question of prema. “One who sees
Me everywhere and sees everything in Me,” Krsna says, “he has not lost sight of Me and | have not
lost sight of Him.” That means such a premi-bhakta sees Krsna everywhere, therefore; dekho Krsna
maya ei jagat— see Krsna! The whole world is in Krsna, but do we have the vision to see it? Yo
mam pasyati sarvatra—a deep philosophy and a deep purport is here. “One who sees Me
everywhere...” One who sees Krsna everywhere and sees everything in Krsna, he is a premi-bhakta.
He has developed love for Krsna.

“Your Heart is Vrndavana”

bhakta ama preme bandhiyache hrdaya-bhitare
yahan netra pade tahan dekhaye amare



(CC.Madhya .25.1 27)

Caitanya-caritamrta says this thing. One who has developed love for Krsna, he binds up Krsna
with that rope of love. So bind up Krsna! Why are you trying to bind up maya¢ Why don’t you try
to bind up Krsna? This material rope is not fit for binding Krsna, only the rope of love can bind Him.
But this rope of love you do not have. That premi-bhakta who has developed pure love for Krsna,
without a tinge of lust, he binds up Krsna. That is Krsna’s statement. “He binds Me with the rope of
love.” And where does such a devotee bind Him up?

In his heart, prema bandhiyache hrdaya-bhitare—he binds up Krsna in his heart. Narottama dasa
Thakura says:

tomara hrdoya sada govinda-visram
govinda kohena—mora vaisnava paran
(Prarthana)

“O vaisnava Thakura, Govinda is there in your heart and He finds it such a nice place. Govinda
takes rest there, tomara hrdoya sada govinda-visram.”

He has developed prema—pure love for Krsna and the heart of such a premi-bhakta is
Vrndavana—hrdaya-vrndavana. Krsna always stays in Vrndavana, He never leaves Vrndavana. And
the heart of such a premi-bhakta is Vrndavana, because it is filled with pure love for Krsna. That is
the place where Govinda always takes rest. “O vaispava Thakura, you are such a premi-bhakta.”
And it is reciprocal, Krsna, Govinda says, “mora vaisnava paran—such a vaisnava, premi-bhakta, is
My life and soul. He has bound Me up in his heart with the rope of love.”

Such a vaispava who has developed pure love, he sees Krsna. Yahan netra pade tahan dekhaye
amare—wher-ever he looks, he sees Krsna. He is always thinking, “O the all~beautiful Krsna is
there.” Prahlada saw the beautiful Lord in a stone pillar, and Vasudeva Datta is like that. He is
Prahlada, Mahaprabhu said. Such a premi- bhakta—he has prema.

Perfect Eternal Loving Relationship

In his Ujjvala-nilamani, Srila Ripa Gosvami gives the definition of prema. Yad bhava bandhanam
yonabadai prema nigadyate. That means the bhava bandhan, the relationship that is based on love.
A perfect eternal loving relationship. So the jiva has a perfect eternal loving relationship with Krsna.
That loving relationship is bhava bandhan—the bondage of love and that is eternal and perfect. It is
not a temporary relationship.

A material relationship is temporary—anitya. The relationships in this material world are bodily



relationships and are temporary. The body is material, so a relationship based on the body is also
material. “My wife, my son, my daughter, my friends,” we say. But a relationship which is perfect,
eternal and based on love is called prema, that is love. And it cannot be destroyed— avinasi. That
which is eternal how can it be destroyed?

Our so-called love is destroyed because it is based on the body. It is a bodily relationship. The
body is temporary, any moment it can be destroyed, so that relationship which is based on the body
will also be destroyed. But the perfect eternal loving relationship that we have with Krsna can never
be destroyed because it is eternal. Sarvatha dhvamsa rahitani satyopi dhvamsa karane— although in
some circumstances this relationship externally appears to be destroyed, really it cannot be
destroyed. That is prema, such is the love. That is the perfect eternal loving relationship.

Eternal Servant

jivera ‘svardpa’ haya —krsnera ‘nitya-dasa’
krsnera ‘tatastha-sakti’, ‘bhedabheda-prakasa’
(CC.Madhya.20.108)

“This is the svardpa of the jiva,” Mahaprabhu says. “The real identity of the jiva is being the
eternal servant of Krsna.” In other words—the jiva is eternally a bhakta, a devotee. All the jivas here
in this material world, however, have forgotten this thing, being captured by maya.

They are conditioned souls, so they have developed bodily relationships. They are on the bodily
platform of life. They have not developed complete Krsna consciousness or love for Krsna, so they
cannot see Krsna everywhere. Unless they develop love for Krsna, how can they see Him? Yo mam
pasyati arvatra sarvam ca mayi pasyati — that is what Krsna says. “For one who sees Me
everywhere and who sees everything in Me, | have not lost sight of him and he has not lost sight of
Me., He sees Me and | see Him.” See Krsna! Why are you seeing maya?

ye na dekhe se canda vadana

se nayane kiba kaja,O paduka tara munde vaja,
se nayana rahe ki karana
(CC.Madhya.2.29)

‘What is the value of these eyes if one cannot see the all-beautiful Syamasundara? What is the
value of possessing such eyes? Let a thunderbolt fall on his head— crash!” If your eyes cannot see
the beautiful lotus-like smiling face of Syamasundara, Krsna, then what is their value? What is the
necessity of possessing such eyes? Paduka tara munde vaja—let a thunderbolt fall on his
head—crash! Indradeva, please put a thunderbolt on his head? What is the necessity of such eyes?



This is a question of love.

One who has developed love for Krsna, he sees Krsna everywhere. He sees that everything and
everybody is related to Krsna. When he sees the living entity he thinks, “O this jiva belongs to
Krsna, who is the object of my love.” Thus he develops love and mercy for that jiva — Jive-daya.
How can one develop jive daya otherwise? That will only be theoretical. Saying this and at the same
time killing the innocent animals, eating their flesh. To see how Krsna is there, that is jive daya. Such
a premi-bhakta sees all living entities as Krsna's, the object of his love. This is a question of prema
and thus he showers mercy on that jiva . Jive daya name ruci—vaisnava acara; this if a vaisnava’sO
characteristic. He shows mercy to all the living entities, because he sees them in relationship with
Krsna, and that is a loving relationship. He sees that jiva as Krsna’s who is the object of his love.

Selfless Love

Also he has developed taste for chanting Hare Krsna because he relishes the mellow emanating
from it. That mellow is as sweet as honey. Syama name kathu madhu ache go, vadane charite nahi
pare. “Kathu madhu—what sweetness is there? What sweet honey is there in the name of Syama?
O My dear girl companion,” Radharani says, “My tongue does not want to leave it.”

How is it Ha..Krs..Ha..Krs..., yes finished, calo, some other thing now. No Syama, no Hare
Krsna. Because we cannot taste the honey, rather, to us it tastes so bitter “O so many rounds, when
will I be finished?” It tastes bitter, no sweetness. We cannot taste it.

Vasudeva Datta is such an exalted devotee. Para- duhkha-duhkhi—a vaisnava’sO heart bleeds
seeing the suffering of the jivas here. His heart bleeds because he sees they are Krsna’s. He sees
how they are suffering due to their ignorance in their conditional state. Therefore they are suffering
and his heart bleeds seeing this thing. So, how will he accept liberation. He is not selfishly thinking, “I
will be liberated and let them go to hell and suffer, what is that to me. Let me be delivered.” He is
not so selfish. This is a real vaisnava . This is a premi-bhakta. One who has developed love for
Krsna, is not selfish. His love is selfless and he sees Krsna, the object of his love. Vasudeva Datta was
established in such an eternal loving relationship with Krsna.

If Mother Earth has gotten such an exalted vaisnava on her lap like Vasudeva Datta, she will feel
herself very, very glorified. “I have gotten such a vaispava on my lap.” Vasudeva Datta is such a
vaisnava . We should glorify such a vaisnava,

vainavera guna gana, korile jivera trana
suniache sadhu-guru mukhe



“I have heard from sadhu-guru, if someone glorifies such a vaisnava then he himself becomes
glorified. He will be delivered, definitely. If you are an eloquent speaker then speak and glorify such
a vaisnava. That will be the success of your eloquency, your tongue will achieve success. It will be
the perfection of possessing a tongue if you glorify such a vaisnava—premi-bhakta. If one is a writer
then let him write the life story and pastimes of such a vaispava . Let him write and use his pen.
Then he will achieve, the success of his writing ability.”

This is the glory of such a premi-bhakta, he is greater than the greatest.

“Let Me Suffer in Hell”

Vasudeva Datta once said to Mahaprabhu,

jivera duhkha dekhi” mora hrdaya bidare
sarva-jivera papa prabhu deha’ mora sire
(CC.Madhya.15.162)

“O Mahaprabhu, my heart bleeds seeing the suffering of the jivas here in this material world.
You are Mahaprabhu and You are all-powerful, please deliver them all?” If You say, “No, they
cannot be delivered. So many sinful reactions are there, how can they ever be delivered?” Then |
say, “Please put all the sinful reactions of all the jivas on my head.” But can we say such a thing? We
cannot say so.

jivera papa lana muni karon naraka bhoga
sakala jivera, prabhu, ghucaha bhava-roga
(CC.Madhya.15163)

“Let me go to hell’ and suffer there eternally, O Mahaprabhu. | have accepted all the sinful
reactions of all the jivas so what is my destination? | must go to hell and suffer there eternally, but |
am prepared for it. Let me go to hell and suffer there eternally Mahaprabhu. Please give all their
sinful reactions on my head—sakala jivera prabhu—please deliver all the jivas, O Mahaprabhu?”

His heart bleeds. Who can say like this? How can we conceive of it? He is such a vaispava,
premi-bhakta, his heart bleeds seeing the suffering of the jivas. Can any person conceive of such a
thing? Not in the three planetary systems will you find such a person as Vasudeva Datta. When
Mahaprabhu hears such a thing His heart also bleeds. Then Mahaprabhu said to Vasudeva Datta,

“tomara vicitra nahe, tumi—saksat prahlada
tomara upare krsnera sampdarna prasada
(CC.Madhya.15.165)



“It is not very wonderful or surprising on your part, O Vasudeva Datta, because you are
Prahlada. Prahlada has said this and you are saying the same, so it is not wonderful on your part to
say like that also. Krsna is very much pleased with you, so you have received the full mercy of
Krsna.”

krsna sei satya kare, yei mage bhrtya
bhrtya-vancha-parti vinu nahi” anya krtya
(CC.Madhya.15.166)

“Krsna is the bhakta vancha-kalpataru—what ever such a premi-bhakta says Krsna does
because he is prema-vasa— subordinate to the love of His bhakta. ‘Sada muktopi baddho ‘smi
bhaktera sneha rajyubhi—although | am supremely free and independent, still I am bound up with
the rope of love of My bhakta. | am subordinate to My devotee— | have no freedom,” Krsna says.”

Krsna Bound Up

Krsna says this. And such a premi-bhakta, as for example Nanda Maharaja says, “Krsna, bring
My wooden sandals.” And so baby Krsna, that small boy, goes there and puts the sandals on His
head. He comes and carries out the order of His dear devotee. This is a premi-bhakta. Also Mother
Yasoda says, “Krsna, | will bind You. You are wicked, You have developed such wickedness Krsna.
You were stealing butter from the houses of all the gopis and so now they are coming and
complaining to me. Is there anything that You cannot get in my house? Why are You stealing there?

"

Then Krsna says, “Mother, no, no, | did not steal. Why shall | steal? They are telling lies
Mother.”

“Why does Krsna steal? Is there any deficiency in my house?” Mother Yasoda thinks. “All right |
will milk the cow, get pure milk and then | myself shall prepare nice butter for Krsna.”

So, Mother Yasoda milks the cow and then puts the milk on the oven, but so much heat is
there that it is going to overflow. At the same time Mother Yasoda was churning butter. Then Krsna
who was sleeping got up while Mother Yasoda was still engaged in churning yogurt and butter.
Krsna went there and said, “Mother, Mother, Mother! | am hungry, | am hungry, | am hungry!”
Then Mother Yasoda said, “Wait, wait, wait! You see, | have put that big pot of milk on the oven
and now it is going to overflow.” So, Mother Yasoda rushed there to turn it down but then Krsna
became angry. “O Mother did not allow Me to suck her breast.” So, He got angry and immediately
took a pot of yogurt and broke it on the floor. This is such a wonderful /ila.



Mother Yasoda then said, “O Krsna, You have become very wicked. | will bind You up.”

So, what is this¢ Can anybody understand this? Such love is there, vatsalya-rasa—parental
affection—and that is based on pure love. Yasoda-mata tries to bind up Krsna. But how can anyone
bind up Krsna? Is it with an ordinary rope? No, you cannot bind Krsna with an ordinary rope. It
requires the rope of love. Suddha bhave brajesvari koroye bandhan—that is suddha bhava, the rope
of pure loving affection. That Brajesvari Yasoda-mata could bind up Krsna, that is bhakta-vasa,
prema-bhava. Krsna is completely submissive to such love, although He is supremely free That is
bhakta-vatsala Bhagavan and the prema, the love of His dear devotee. When one develops such
love, he has direct dealings ‘with Krsna. He eats with Krsna, he plays with Krsna, he sits with Krsna
and jokes with Krsna, talks with Krsna. Such a premi-bhakta, he even dances with Krsna.

krsnera nacaya prema, bhaktera nacaya
apane nacaye,—tine nace eka-thani
(Cc. Antya 18.18)

“Ecstatic love of Krsna makes Krsna and His devotees dance, and it also dances personally. In
this way, all three dance together in one place.”

So three are dancing simultaneously—prema, the love embodiment dances, the devotee or
premi-bhakta dances and Krsna dances. Three dancers simultaneously—tine nace eka-thari. That is
prema, but unless one develops such prema, how can one see Krsna everywhere? How can one see
Krsna and develop love for everybody, love for every living entity? Then where is the question of
jive daya?

Bhakta vancha-kalpataru

Mahaprabhu said, “Krsna fulfills all the desires of such a premi-bhakta. So, when you develop
such a desire Krsna will fulfill it.”

asamartha nahe krsna dhare sarva bala
tomake va kene bhunijaibe papa-phala?
(CC.Madhya.15.168)

“Krsna is all-powerful, He can do and undo things. Nothing is impossible for Krsna. The desire
that you cherish, He will fulfill it. Bhakta vancha-kalpataru—He is the desire fulfilling tree of His
devotees. He fulfills all the desires of His dear devotees. Do you think Krsna is incapable? Krsna is
never incapable of delivering all the jivas here, when you develop such a desire. You are such a
premi-bhakta so why would Krsna not fulfill your desire? And why would He send you to hell to
suffer there? He would never do so.”



tumi yanra hita vancha’, sei haila ‘vaisnava ’
vaisnavera papa krsna ddra kare saba
(CC.Madhya.15.169)

“If you develop some goodwill towards a jiva, then that jiva will immediately become a
vaispava . Just by showering some mercy on that jiva . And if one becomes a vaispava then all his
sinful, karmic reactions will be destroyed. You are such a vaispava, dear devotee, premi--bhakta.
You have cherished such a desire that, “Let all the jivas of this world be delivered.” And Krsna is not
incapable of doing this, He can do it, He is bhakta vancha-kalpataru—He is the desire fulfilling tree
of the devotees. He fulfills all the desires of His dear devotee, premi-bhakta. He can do it. If a
vaispava like you, O Vasudeva Datta, cherishes such a desire and expresses goodwill to the jivas,
then all the jivas will become vaispavas and all their sinful reactions are destroyed immediately.
Krsna destroys it.”

That is what Mahaprabhu said. ‘Then why shall you take their sinful reactions? Why shall you go
to hell and suffer there? There is no need at all, such a thing is out of the question.”

Such is the desire of a premi-bhakta, and only by developing such a desire one becomes a
vaisnava . “O Vasudeva Datta, you are such a premi-bhakta that by your will the whole world will
be delivered. Do you think Krsna has to exhaust Himself very much to deliver the whole world? No,
it is a very easy task for Krsna. Krsna is so powerful that He can do and undo anything. What His
dear devotee, premi-bhakta says, He immediately does it because He is subordinate to His devotee.
“What My devotee says | will do. | have no independence,” Krsna says. Such is Vasudeva Datta. So,
we should develop pure love for Krsna, run after Krsna and catch Him. Catch Him! Mother Yasoda
was running to catch Krsna, so run like her and catch Him!

This is the question of pure love. And Mahaprabhu gives that love through chanting the holy
name. If our chanting is pure and offenseless then we will get love, but if we are committing so
many offenses, then how can we develop love? You know what the offenses are then why are you
committing offenses. When you know it and consciously commit offenses then who can forgive
you? Don’t consciously commit any offense and always chant. Put Krsna in your mind. Bhaktivinoda
Thakura says, abisranta nama laya; “Chant the holy name without cessation!” No break should be
there. Always chant and remember the holy name!

Gaura-bhakta-vrnda ki jaya!



The Holy Name Fulfills All Desires

The Veda has four divisions. Those are; Sambhita, brahmana, aranyaka and Upanisad or vedanta.
Especially this brahmana section, which is written in prose, mentions many different varieties of
vajias. What yajina should be performed or which mantra should be recited. The samhita section is
sukta—consisting of Vedic mantras. Then aranyaka which is written by the munis and rsis in
aranya—the forest. It is actually part of the brahmana portion. And the topmost portion of the
Vedas are the Upanisads or vedanta. The brahmana portion is again divided in three parts; karma-
kanda, jAana-kanda and upasana-kanda. The karma-kanda section is all material. Srila Prabhupada’s
purport (Bhug.9.14.43) says,”......those who are very lusty for sense enjoyment perform karma-
kandiya-yajnas.” In that section the worship for different demigods and which particular demigod
will fulfill your desires is mentioned. But Narottama dasa Thakura— vaisnava-acarya says,

karma- kanda, jAana- kanda,O kevala visera bhanda
amrta baliya jeba khaya

nana joni sada phire,O kadarya bhaksana kare
tara janma adhah-pate jaya



(Prema Bhakti Candrika)

“These karma-kanda and jaana-kanda are simply pots of poison—visera bhanda. Those who
erroneously think them to be nectar—amrta baliya—will have to undergo lakhs and lakhs of species
of life. They will never get mukti—liberation or achieve the perfection of life. Rather, they will glide
down and down.”

This is what Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura says. This karma-kanda fulfils one’s material desires
and by following jAana-kanda, which is brahma-prati-padaka, you will get sayujya-mukti and merge
into Brahmana. The upasana-kanda, however, describes bhagavat-bhakti and there the bhagavat-
bhakti and vibhuti—the potencies and opulences of the Lord, are mentioned. So those who are
vaisnavas , bhaktas—they never follow this karma-kanda or jaana-kanda. They follow the upasana-
kanda because they have no desire for material enjoyment or material liberation,

anyabhilasita-sunyam
jhana-karmady-anavrtam
anukalyena krsnanu--

silanam bhaktir uttama
(Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.11)

Those suddha bhaktas—pure devotees, have no desires for material enjoyment or liberation.
They always think that, “O Lord, life after life | want unalloyed devotion and render loving service at
Your lotus feet, giving You all sorts of pleasure and enjoyment. | shall never ask for my own
happiness or enjoyment.” They are niskama bhaktas —pure devotees, free from all desires so they
never follow this karma kanda or jAana-kanda.

Yajia for Visnu

One of the names of Lord Visnu is yajAa vai visnu, so yajia karma means activities performed
only for the pleasure and satisfaction of Lord Visnu. But if such yajaa karmais performed for the
fulfillment of one’s own lusty desire for material enjoyment, not for Lord Visnu, then that comes
under the category of karma-kandiya-yajia.

And we can see, that King Purtirava was such a materialistic person, very much interested in
enjoying the senses, enjoying sex with Urvasi, the heavenly prostitute. He decided to perform the
karma-kandiya-yajna, not that type of yajia meant for the satisfaction of Lord Visnu. Especially in
Kali-yuga however, only one yajiais recommended. That is the sankirtana-yajia. “Yajiaih
sankirtana-prayair yajanti hi sumedhasah. Only those who are intelligent take to sankirtana-yajia to
fulfill all their desires, material and spiritual. . .” (Bhag.9.14.43 purport).



In his Harinama-cintamani, Bhaktivinoda Thakura has said,

krsna-nama-cintamani, anadi cinmaya
vei krsna sei nama, eka-tattva-haya

The name of Krsna is cintamani. It fulfills all the desires. Whatever desire one may have, the
holy name will fulfill it. Those who are fruitive workers—sakama karmis, they have all sorts of
material desires and the name will fulfill their desires.

The Chief Result of Nama

Therefore, when we speak about the holy name, three categories are there; offensive chanting,
namabhasa and offenseless chanting. For those who are chanting with offenses, the name will fulfill
their material desires— dharma, artha, kama. So-called religiosity, economic development and
fulfillment of one’s material desires are all given by the offensive name. If one attains the namabhasa
stage he will get mukti. The name gives these four; dharma, artha, kama and moksa, but it is not the
chief result of nama. It is gauna phala, the secondary result. And it is anusangika phala, that means it
is automatically achieved. As for example, you plant a mango tree, so your chief purpose is to get
the mango. The secondary result though, is that, when the mango tree grows into a big tree and
spreads it’s twigs and branches, it will give you cool shade and fuel as well. Your chief purpose is to
get the ripe mango but the secondary purpose is automatically fulfilled. Similarly the name will give
you dharma, artha, kama and moksa, but that is not the chief result of nama. The chief result of
nama is krsna-prema,

mukhya-pathe jiva paya, krsna-prema-dhana
niraparadha-nama laile, paya prema-dhana

If your chanting is offenseless and pure, you will get krsna-prema, that is Krsna. Especially in
Kali-yuga because the holy name is the incarnation of Krsna. There is no other incarnation.

kali-kale nama-rdpe krsna-avatara
nama haite haya sarva-jagat-nistara

There is no difference between the name of Krsna and Krsna Himself—abhinnatvan nama-
naminoh. That means the pure name—suddha nama. If you chant the pure name you will get krsna-
prema, and thereby get Krsna. That is the chief result. Automatically you will also get dharma, artha,
kama and moksa, but a pure devotee never wants it. He pushes it back and kicks it out. “Get out
from here!”

Still those who have other desires have also come to this path of bhajan—chanting Hare Krsna



Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare/Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare, and their desires
are fulfiled. They are chanting the offensive name, so krsna-nama-cintamani—if one desires
economic development, he will get money and wealth. If one desires sense enjoyment then the
offensive name will also fulfill that desire. At the namabhasa stage, the name will fulfill the desire of
those who want liberation—mukti-kamis. But those who are niskama — without desire for bhukti or

mukti, they only want unalloyed devotion.

na dhanam na janam na sundarim
kavitam va jagadisa kamaye
mama janmani janmanisvare
bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi
(Siksastaka 4)

“O Almighty Lord, | have no desire to accumulate wealth, nor do | desire beautiful women, nor
do | want any number of followers. | only want Your causeless devotional service, birth after birth.”

He only wants suddha bhakti, ananya bhakti—"unalloyed devotion at Your lotus feet, O Lord.”
So, if one chants the pure name, then that desire is also fulfilled.

“Let Us Go and Join!”

Therefore in the purport (Bhag. 9.14.43), Prabhupada says,”.. . Only those who are very
intelligent take to sankirtana-yajia to fulfill all their desires, material and spiritual.” But why shall we
cherish material desires? Chant the pure name and get Krsna. Those who are wise should not cherish
any material desires, only fools have material desires. So many desires do we have.

Get the statistics of how many people have come to get Krsna. Out of crores of people, one
may be there who has come to this path of chanting Hare Krsna to get Krsna. Many have come to
fulfill their unlimited material desires, and the holy name fulfills all such desires, both material and
spiritual. “Yes, we can see so many big buildings are there, many vehicles—cars, going by
airplane—flying, very nice prasada, so much opulence. Let us go and join!”

We must admit that we have such desires. The hippies were rolling, mad and naked with big
beards and long hair and with so many material desires. So Prabhupada went there and chanted
Hare krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare/Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare. Krsna
is all-attractive and when the sadhu chants the pure name that will also be all-attractive. The hippies
who were rolling on the ground, intoxicated and mad, thought “Oh, so nice.” Then they came and
flocked around Prabhupada. So, Prabhupada first chanted the pure name, Hare Krsna Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna Hare Hare /Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare, then that transcendental
sound vibration touched their ears and they woke up. Then Prabhupada said, “Chant! Chant!



Chant!” So they chanted, “Ha-re Krs-na.” “Alright, somehow chant.” Then Prabhupada cooked
food and offered it to Krsna, so that became krsna--prasada—very tasty. “Alright, now taste it!”
Prabhupada said. “Oh, very nice taste.” Previously the hippies were only tasting stool— nasty things
like liquor and meat, but now they were tasting nice krsna-prasada, and they became attracted. So,
the conclusion is to somehow or other chant Hare Krsna, and if you are serious then definitely in this
very life you will get Krsna.

Permanent Bank Balance

Even if you are not serious, still ultimately you will develop krsna-bhakti and get Krsna. If not in
this life, maybe in the next life or in the life after that. In some future life it must come. And
whatever you have achieved will never be exhausted. The result of your devotional service—bhajan
phala—will always remain with you. Therefore Prabhupada says it is our permanent and
inexhaustible bank balance. Anything material will never come with us when we leave this body. We
may have so much money, big bank balance and material wealth, but they will all remain here.
Whatever spiritual attainment we have earned, however, will remain with us. Even if unknowingly
we have earned it—ajAata sukrti.

As for example Narada Muni. In his previous birth he was the son of a maidservant—dasi-putra.
He was a very tender aged and simple boy. He did not know what is sadhu or what is bhajan. So,
during the four months of the raining season the sadhus who are doing padayatra, generally do not
travel but stay in one place observing caturmasya, doing their sadhana, bhajana. Thus they wait until
the raining season is over. So, Narada Muni who was just a simple boy was sitting there and hearing
the sadhus chanting, doing their bhajan; Also after the sadhus had taken prasada he could take some
of their remnants. In this way unknowingly he developed bhakti - ajiiata sukrti. And if one develops
bhakti, all his material attachments’ will be finished. So, Narada Muni had nothing, only his mother
was there, when Krsna sent death in the form of a snake and so he also lost his mother. He became
bereft of his mother, and now there was nobody for him. Thus he cried and cried and cried. But
then he remembered what he had heard from the sadhus. They had been speaking about Krsna so
he started chanting the name of Krsna. After some time Krsna gave him darsana, but all of a sudden
disappeared again. Then again he cried, “O Krsna, where did You go?” Then a voice from the sky
said, “Not in this life, but in the next life.” So in his next life he became Narada Muni, the son of
Brahma, such a great devotee. The result of his bhakti was so powerful that he attained such an
elevated position. Even if it is unknowingly earned ajiata sukrti—itis so powerful. The holy name
can give such a result.

Surrender to the Holy name

So, the chief result of nama is krspa-prema by which we get Krsna. Although we have come to
this path of chanting Hare Krsna with so many material desires, ultimately all our material desires will



be destroyed when the pure name arises. These material desires will automatically go and at that
time we will cry for Krsna, “O Krsna, | don’t want anything only You.”

ataeva nama-matra vaisnavera-dharma
name prasphutita haya, rdpa guna karma

krsnera samagra-lila, name vidya-mana
nama sei parama-tattva, tomara vidhana

Bhaktivinoda Thakura has said in his Harinama cintamani that a pure vaispava’sO only dharma is
to completely surrender unto the holy name. Especially in Kali-yuga when Krsna has incarnated in the
form of His name.

kali-kale nama-rdpe krsna-avatara
nama haite haya sarva-jagat-nistara
(Cc. Adi17.22)

There is no difference between the name of Krsna and Krsna Himself abhinnatvan nama-
naminoh. Therefore pure vaispavas-sadhus are completely dependent and surrendered unto the holy
name. If one chants the pure name then immediately he will see the all beautiful form of
Syamasundara. That beautiful form will manifest before him. Syamam tri- bhariga-lalitar. That form
is so beautiful and all attractive that if someone sees it he will never look at maya again. Such an ugly
witch she is. What beauty is there? Automatically such distaste will develop. Spit at it! Name
prasphutit haya rdpa guna karma—all Krsna’s form, qualities and transcendental /ilas are there in the
name. If you make further advancement you will see all Krsna’s filas because all filas are there in the
name. And the name is non-different from Krsna, the Supreme Truth — parama-tattva. Seeing His
beautiful form and all His transcendental /ilas you will always be with Krsna in Vrndavana. Then why
shall you look at maya? As Yamunacarya has said, ‘While relishing the all-beautiful form of
Syamasundara which is always fresh and full of newer and newer mellows, when chanting the pure
name, if by chance the thought of sexual enjoyment enters my mind, immediately I will curl my lips
and spit at it—mukha-vikarah sustu nisthivanam ca.” Even if unconsciously such thought enters the
mind he spits at it, because there is no attraction at all. The only attraction is towards Krsna -—
madhurya kanilaya Syamasundara—the source of all beauty. That is the ultimate result of chanting
the holy name.

Nectarean Mellow

A pure vaisnava who is completely surrendered to the holy name is always with Krsna. He sees
Krsna everywhere at every moment. Yahan netra pade tahan dekhatye amare. Wherever he looks
he sees the all-beautiful form of Krsna, Syamasundara and all the transcendental /ilds. At every



moment he is tasting such nectarean mellows— namamrta. He has no taste for material mellows or
material beauty. If by chance unconsciously it enters into the mind, immediately he curls his lips and
spits at it. This is the ultimate gain and we should understand it.

In other yugas, there is very difficult sadhana, but for Kali-yuga, there is a very easy sadhana,
that is nama-sadhana. All other yajias are forbidden in kali-yuga, only the nama-yajia is there.
Yajaaih sankirtana-prayair yajanti hi sumedhsah. Those who are wise and intelligent —
sumedhasah— they take part in the sarikirtana-yajiia. They may have many material desires, but if
they have come to this path of chanting Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare / Hare Rama
Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare, they are very intelligent persons.

hari-nama krsna-nama badahi madhura
vei jana bhaje krsna sevada catura

This krsna-nama is so sweet, can’t you relish it's sweetness? Relish it’s sweetness! Madhura ei
hari-nama— have you ever tasted such sweetness? Such sweetness is not available in rasagulla or
gulabjamun or sugar candy. You will never find such a sweetness there. It is sweet like nectar,
namamrta. If you have ever tasted it then why shall you still aspire for this material taste? Why
become so mad after it like King Pururava did? One who is. intelligent he chants the sweet name of
Lord Hari, Krsna and tastes the nectar. Why aspire for the nasty material taste, eating stool like a
hog? Material sense enjoyment means eating stool, nothing else.

akamah sarva-kama va
moksa-kama udara-dhih
tivrena bhakti-yogena
yajeta purusam param
(Bhag.2.3.10)

Whatever desire you have, do krsna-bhajan. One may be akama—uwithout desires for material
enjoyment or liberation. Bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi. The only desire is how to get Krsna and
render loving service at His lotus feet, and how to give Him all sorts of enjoyment, asking nothing for
one’s self. That is a niskama bhakta, pure vaisnava, sadhu who is completely desireless. Or one may
be sarva-kama—many material desires; how to get more money and enjoy a very beautiful
wife—sundari kavita. That is what King Pururava was doing. He was always meditating on Urvasi,
but he was kicked. And you will also be kicked. Still he was meditating the whole night, so addicted.
Still there is hope. What will happen to someone who has so many material desires, but who has
somehow come to this path of chanting Hare Krsna Hare Krspa Krsna Krsna Hare Hare /Hare Rama
Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare? The name fulfills all desires, material and spiritual. Alright have a
beautiful wife and enjoy sex, but what will happen? At last the wife will kick you.



The ass runs behind the she-ass for sex. But what does she do with her hind legs? Giving very
nice kickings. So the ass still runs behind her until he gets a very heavy shock and realizes his
foolishness. Krsna gave him this realization. Alright you have this desire to have sex with a very
beautiful woman, so have it. Then when you get the kickings you will cry, “No more! No more!
Enough!” Krsna will fulfill your desire in such a way that you will never ask for it a second time. Then
you will pray, “O please Krsna, take it back!”

“Whatever You Touch Will Become Gold”

One story is there. There was a king who was known as Midas and he had many desires for
material enjoyment. “If | can get so much gold, everything made of gold, then | will be very happy
and enjoy.” So, he worshiped Sivaji. Lord Siva gives all this material enjoyment, but he himself does
not accept it. He is always naked. Skull garlands and snakes are his ornaments. His whole body is
smeared with ashes and he dances at the crematorium grounds. Thereby he teaches that we should
not aspire for this material enjoyment. He has kicked everything. Still, the fools and demons worship
Lord Siva for material enjoyment and Siva very easily grants it, because he is very easily
satisfied—asutosa. If you offer one bela leaf and utter ‘om sivaya namah,” he will immediately grant
your desire, “Alright, what do you want?” “O please Sivaji, | want a beautiful wife.” “Alright,” Siva
will say, “have it and enjoy.” Then you will be kicked.

So, King Midas was like that. He asked for gold and he got the benediction. Lord Siva said,
“Whatever you touch will become gold.” Then he became very happy and thought, “Whatever |
shall touch will turn into gold, so if | touch my house, | will have a golden house.” He touched his
house and the whole house turned into gold. Then he went to his garden and touched all the trees,
which also turned into golden trees. So when he became hungry his wife came and brought nice
rice, dahi and sabji. When he touched the food, however, it all turned into gold. Now try to eat!
Then when his little daughter came and he touched her, she turned into a golden statue. Then he
cried out, “O, 1 cannot eat or reciprocate with anyone. Please Sivaji, take it back, | don’t want it.”
This is the consequence baba. The same thing happened to King Pururava. At last he came to his
senses and condemned himself. This is our teaching here. Akamah sarvakamo va moksa-kama
udara-dhih. Whatever desire you may have, the desire for material enjoyment or liberation or no
desires at all, only bhavatad bhaktir—to get the lotus feet of Krsna, if you are intelligent you will do
krsna--bhajan.

bhukti-mukti-siddhi-kami ‘subuddhi” yadi haya
gadha-bhakti-yoge tabe krsnera bhajana

“A person who has bhukti kaman—desire for material enjoyment or desire for liberation, or a
person who desires yoga-siddhi—attainment of mystic yogic perfection, if he is intelligent, he
worships Me—does krsna--bhajan.”



Special Characteristic

anya-kami yadi kare krsnera bhajana
na magiteha krsna tare dena sva-carana
(CC.Madhya.22.37)

This is the special characteristic of krsna-bhajan. “Although one has many material desires, if he
is intelligent and engages in krsna-bhajan, even if such a person does not desire Krsna’s lotus feet,
still, Krsna will give him shelter at His lotus feet.”

krsna kahe,—’ama bhaje, mage visaya-sukha
amrta chadi’ visa mage,—ei bada markha
(CC.Madhya.22.38)

Krsna says, “This person is such a fool. Engaging in My bhajan and asking for material sense
enjoyment. Such a markha.”

ami—vijna, ei markhe “visaya’ kana diba?
sva-caranamrta diya ‘visaya’ bhulaiba
(CC.Madhya.22.39)

“But | am not a fool, | am very wise, so why should | give him such visaya—material enjoyment?
| shall give him what he is not even asking for, that is My caranamrta—the nectar, emanating from
My lotus feet, and make him forget this material enjoyment.”

This is what Krsna will ultimately give us. That is the special characteristic of krsna-bhajan.

kama lagi” krsne bhaje, paya krsna-rase
kama chadi” ‘dasa’ haite haya abhilase
(CC.Madhya.22.41)

“When someone engages in Lord Krsna’s devotional service for the satisfaction of the senses
and instead acquires a taste to serve Krsna, he gives up his material desires and willingly offers
himself as an eternal servant of Krsna.”

He had material desires, so he came to the path of bhajan, but ultimately he will get the
nectarean mellow emanating from the lotus feet of Krsna. Then all his material desires wife be
destroyed and he will beg Krsna, “O Krsna, please make me Your dasa—Your servant.” The desire
how to become krsna-dasa will then come up.



Namacarya

Haridasa Thakura, a pure devotee—namacarya, was always chanting the pure name. He was
day and night, twenty-four hours completely fixed and absorbed in chanting Hare Krsna Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna Hare Hare / Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare, tasting the nectarean
mellow emanating from the holy name. He had simply no other taste. He never ate or slept,
because he was always tasting such nectar. Everyday, Caitanya Mahaprabhu used to send him
Jagannatha maha-prasada, but he would only take one grain just to honor it. He had a spiritual
body—siddha deha—not a material body.

He had no demands of eating, sleeping, defending or mating. For one who has achieved a
siddha deha—spiritual body—there are no such demands. Only the material body demands these
things.

One person named Ramacandra Khan, who was envious of Haridasa Thakura, thought, “Oh, he
is a Mohammedan taking the name of a Hindu devata. | shall spoil his bhakti and his vaisnava-
dharma.” So he asked a prostitute, “Please go to Haridasa Thakura and spoil his bhakti. | will give
you much money.” “Yes,” that prostitute said, “I can do it very easily.”

Thus she went to see Haridasa Thakura, who was a young man at that time. The prostitute
dressed herself in a nice sari with many nice ornaments, lipstick, snow powder scents and
nupur—anklebells, just to attract him by the tinkling sound—runjhun, runjhun. Then she payed
obeisances to Tulasi-devi and Haridasa Thakura, who was sitting and chanting. She said, “O sadhu,
you are a vaisnava and | have heard that a vaisnava is vancha--kalpataru—nhe fulfills all the desires of
everybody. So, | am a young maiden and | have this lusty desire, please fulfill it. Generally whatever
one desires a vaisnava fulfills it and you are such a great vaisnava. | want to enjoy you.” Then
Haridasa Thakura said, “Yes, | will definitely fulfill your desire but first | have this one vrata—vow. |
have a specific number of rounds to chant. When | have completed my number of rounds, | will
definitely fulfill your desire. Please sit outside the cottage and wait.”

So, then the whole night Haridasa Thakura was chanting Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna
Hare Hare / Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare. That transcendental sound vibration
touched the ears of the prostitute who was sitting outside the cottage. Then when the morning
came, Haridasa Thakura had still not finished his rounds, so he said, “I am sorry, | have not finished
my rounds yet. Please come back tomorrow.” The prostitute went back and reported to
Ramacandra Khan:

“Today | have gone, but | failed to seduce Haridasa Thakura. Tomorrow | will go again and try
my best. Certainly by the third day | must capture him.” So, when she went the second day,
Haridasa Thakura said the same thing. ‘Please wait here. Yesterday | could not finish my rounds, but



today | will try my best to finish and then | will definitely fulfill your desire.” He sat down and the
whole day he chanted Hare Krspa Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare / Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama
Rama Hare Hare. The prostitute was hearing the transcendental sound vibration and so gradually a
change took place in her heart. Her material desires were now vanishing. Again the same thing
happened and Haridasa Thakura said, “lI am sorry; also today | could not finish, so, please come
back tomorrow.’

‘Please Give Me Krsna-nama”

Then on the third day the same thing happened, he could not finish his rounds. Then the
prostitute admitted, “lI am a prostitute sent by Ramacandra Khan to spoil your bhakti—your
sadhana-bhajan, but | failed. Because of your association, my heart is completely changed now, and
| have no more material desires. | want to become krsna-dasa. Please give me krsna-nama-diksa. |
want to become your disciple.’

Now she begged for this thing. This is the result of the pure name. Continuously for three
nights, she only heard the pure name being chanted by Haridasa Thakura, and it completely
changed her heart. All her material desires vanished. Now she wanted to become krsna-dasa. Kama
chadi” ‘dasa’ haite haya abhilase. She asked Haridasa Thakura, “Please make me your disciple and
give me nama-diksa.” in that way Haridasa Thakura fulfilled her desire. That is vaisnava —vancha-
kalpataru. The prostitute completely changed. Haridasa Thakura said, “Whatever money you have
earned with this prostitution, distribute everything to the last pai, among the brahmanas and
vaisnavas.” She said, “Yes, so much money | got from selling my body. Such a nasty business | was
doing.” “Then come back to the cottage and stay here,” Haridasa Thakura said, “and do tulasi-
paja.” So she did it and came back to the cottage. Then Haridasa Thakura initiated her with krsna-
nama. “You stay here,” he said.

He left the cottage and the prostitute stayed there. She shaved her head and became a
Vaisnavi, very devoted to her guru. She also chanted three lakhs (300 000) names, day and night,
twenty-four hours and offered worship to Tulasi. She circumambulated Tulasi and chanted Hare
Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare / Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare. Such a
change took place. All material desires vanished and then she wanted to become krsna-dasi. Then
many men came to see her and paid obeisances. “Such a prostitute she was, but now she has
become a great Vaisnavi, sitting in her cottage chanting three lakhs of nama.” That is the effect of
the holy name.

buddhiman-arthe—yadi “vicara-jAa’ haya
nija-kama lagiha tabe krsnera bhajaya

bhakti vinu kona sadhana dite nare phala
saba phala deya bhakti svatantra prabala



(CC.Madhya.24.91,92)

“The meaning of udara-dhih [in the akamah sarva-kamo va verse] is buddhiman—intelligent or
considerate. Because of this, even for one’s own sense gratification one engages in the devotional
service of Lord Krsna.

The other processes cannot yield results unless they are associated with devotional service.
Devotional service, however, is so strong and independent that it can give one all the desired
results.”

If someone is intelligent, he must do krsna-bhajan. Krsna is the ultimate sanctioning authority so
without His sanction nobody’s desire will be fulfilled.

upadrastanumanta ca
bharta bhokta mahesvarah
(Bg. 13.23)

This is what Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita. “I am the ultimate sanctioning
authority—anumanta, the maintainer and the enjoyer—bharta and bhokta. | am the Supreme
Controller—mahesvara.”

Ultimately Krsna’s sanction is required. Without His sanction nobody’s desire will be fulfilled. It is
said that unless Krsna sanctions, not even a blade of grass will shake. So if one is intelligent, to fulfill
his material desires he must come to the path of krsna-bhajan and engage in Krsna’s service.
Because only if Krsna sanctions will his desires be fulfilled.

Bhakti vinu kona sadhana dite nare phala. Bhaktiis so powerful. Any other sadhana without
bhakti will never give you such resuilt.

aja-gala-stana-nyaya anya sadhana
ataeva han bhaje buddhiman jana
(CC.Madhya.24.93)

“Except for bhakti, any other sadhana like karma--sadhana, jiana-sadhana or the mystic yoga-
sadhana are all fruitless. They are like nipples on the neck of a goat. It looks like the udder but if you
milk it no milk will come out. They can never give us the same result. Therefore one who is
buddhiman—intelligent, he does Hari bhajan.”

hari-nama krsna-nama badahi madhura
vei jana krsna bhaje se bada catura



“The name of Hari, Krsna is so sweet like nectar. One who is intelligent he does Hari bhajan.”

So become intelligent and do Hari bhajan. Taste the sweetness which is sweeter than
sugarcandy, rasagulla or gulabjamun. If you taste such sweetness you will never aspire to taste stool
again. What sweetness is there?

udara mahti yanra sarvottama buddhi
nana kame bhaje, tabu paya bhakti-siddhi
(Cc.M.24. 196)

“If one is most intelligent he will come to the bhakti--patha. Although he has many desires,
ultimately he will attain perfection.”

bhakti-prabhava, sei kama chadana
krsna-pade bhakti karaya gune akarsiya
(CC.Madhya.24.198)

“That is the result of bhakti. It is so powerful that it will take away all your material
desires—finished. Then you will develop love and attraction for the lotus feet of Krsna.”

One should have firm faith in it. “I am such a materialistic person, full of material desires. Still
Krsna is the ultimate sanctioning authority so unless He sanctions, my desires will never be fulfilled.
Therefore | have come, chanting the holy name of Krsna and offering worship to Krsna, praying to
Krsna, “Please fulfill my desire, O Krsna.” Then Krsna will fulfill your desire in such a way that you
will never ask for it a second time. You will condemn yourself thinking, “I am such a fool asking for
this thing. “Just like this King Midas, who asked for gold.

Dhruva Maharaja

In the Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya (7.28), we can find this statement by Dhruva Mahar3ja:

sthanabhilasi tapasi sthito ‘ham
tvam praptavan deva-munindra-guhyam

kacam vicinvann api divya-ratnam
svamin krtartho ‘smi varam na yace

“O my Lord, because | was seeking an opulent material positions | was performing severe types
of penance and austerity. Now | have gotten You, who are very difficult for the great demigods,
saintly persons and kings to attain. | was searching after a piece of glass, but instead | have found a
most valuable jewel. Therefore | am so satisfied that | do not wish to ask any benediction from
You.”



Dhruva was a five year-old boy who was desirous of a high position—sthanabhilasa. He wanted
to sit on the lap of his father Uttanapada who was sitting on the throne. But he was forbidden by his
stepmother Suruci.

Suruci said, “If you want to sit on your father’s lap on the throne, in your next birth if Lord
Narayana showers his mercy on you, you shall take birth from my womb. Otherwise it is not
possible.” Greatly insulted he cried and went back to his mother Suniti. Then Suniti said, “Mother
Suruci has said one very good thing; Narayana’s mercy is required because Lord Narayana is the
ultimate sanctioning authority.” Then Dhruva said, “I must go and get it from Him. Where is
Narayana?” Suniti said, “O baba, | have heard that great sages and munis go to the forest to get
Narayana.” “Then | must go to the forest,” Dhruva said.

He was only a five year-old boy, but so strong and determined. That is why his name is Dhruva;
‘dhruva’ means very determined. And such determination is required “in this very life | must get
Krsna.” Be determined like that! Why aspire for such nasty things? Aspire for Krsna. “In this very life
| must get Krsna.” As determined as Dhruva. “I must go to the forest to get Narayana.” His mother
said, “You are only a young boy, you cannot go.” But he did not listen to anyone. “No, | must go to
the forest and get Narayana.” Crying and crying, ‘Where is the lotus-eyed Lord Hari?” So
determined he went out into the forest not even afraid of the ferocious animals like tigers and lions.
Because he was always absorbed in thinking, “Where is the lotus-eyed Lord Hari?”

Guru’s Test

Then Lord Hari, who is there in the heart understood that, “O, Dhruva is now crying for Me to
have his desire fulfilled. But without a guru he cannot meet Me.” So the arrangement was made and
the guru, Narada Muni, appeared before Dhruva. And as Krsna tests His devotee, similarly the guru
will also test how determined you are to get Krsna or not. Narada Muni said, “You are a boy and
you should just play. A boy’s nature is to play, you cannot do all this difficult sadhana and tapasya
and stay in the forest. You want to sit on the throne of your father, so come with me. This time
there will be no objection and you shall sit on the throne.” Then Dhruva said, “No, | don’t want that.
| want Narayana. Do you know how to get Narayana? Tell me, otherwise please get out from here.”
So determined he was. “What is this position of my father baba? | want a position that my father,
grandfather or even my great-grandfather has not gotten. | want a position superior than that.”

Dhruva’s father was Uttanapada, Uttanapada’s father was Manu and Manu’s father was Lord
Brahma. That means he wanted a position superior than that of Lord Brahma. And that is also
granted. A special planet was created called Dhruvaloka which is superior to Brahmaloka—the
planet of Lord Brahma. Then Narada Muni saw that Dhruva was very determined and not persuaded
by any material offer. He wanted Narayana. So Narada Muni gave him the mantra to get Narayana
and instructed him how to perform all these things.



A Transcendental Gem

Dhruva followed the instruction of his guru and practiced such severe sadhana that within six
months he attained perfection. Lord Narayana appeared before him in his four-handed form and
said, “I am very pleased with your tapasya, please ask for a boon. | will give you whatever you
want.” But when Dhruva saw the Lord, all his material desires had gone. Dhruva Maharaja said, “I
desired a high position so therefore | had undergone such severe types of austerity. But now | have
gotten You, who are very difficult for the great demigods, munis and rishis to get. Kacam vicinvann
api divya-ratnam; | was searching after a few pieces of glass but instead | got such an invaluable
transcendental gem—dlivya-ratnam. Now | am completely satisfied and | don’t want any boon from
You.” No more material desires he had, because he got Krsna.

If the pure name will arise, automatically all material desires will vanish, Finished forever. Then
you will relish the nectar emanating from the holy name— namamrta. If you taste such nectar
emanating from that name then why shall you still aspire for any material taste? Why shall there be
any material desire? Automatically they will all vanish. Lord Narayana had already benedicted Dhruva
to sit on the throne, that was his first desire and it was fulfilled. “Sit on the throne of your father and
rule for thirty-six thousand years.” Then Dhruva thought to himself, “I am such a fool that | asked
for all these things.” He condemned himself. Then a special planet was created called Dhruvaloka
which is superior to his great-grandfather’s position. Thus that desire was also fulfilled. “Go there
and you shall also take your mother with you. You shall stay there forever. Even during the
annihilation that planet will not be destroyed. Brahma'’s planet is destroyed, so yours is superior. Sit
there and engage in chanting My bhajan,” Lord Narayana said. That was granted and because his
mother was his patha-pradarsaka-guru—who shows the way—she was also taken by Dhruva
Maharaja. Therefore it is said that a disciple can also deliver his guru. So, become such a disciple and
deliver me.

Krsna’s Lotus Feet

So, by chanting the pure name you will get Krsna and taste such a nectar, that automatically all
your material desires will vanish. There will be no more attraction.

satyam disaty arthitam arthito nrpam
naivarthado yat punar arthita yatah
svayam vidhatte bhajatam anicchatam
icchapidhanam nija-pada-pallavam
(Bhag. 5.19.27)

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead fulfills the material desires of a devotee who approaches



Him with such motives, but He does not bestow benedictions upon the devotee that will cause him
to demand more benedictions again. However, the Lord willingly gives the devotee shelter at His
own lotus feet, even though such a person does not aspire for it, and that shelter satisfies all his
desires. That is the Supreme Personality of Godhead'’s special mercy.”

Krsna fulfills all one’s desires, because Krsna is the ultimate sanctioning authority. So for one
who has come to this path of krsna-bhajan, all his desires are fulfilled. Krsna fulfills it in such a way,
however, that such a person will never ask for it a second time. Krsna fulfilled Dhruva Maharaja’s
desire, but rather Dhruva condemned himself, “I am such a fool to ask for such a thing. For thirty-six
thousand years | have to sit on the throne now.” This is the ultimate result of krsna-bhajan. He will
fulfill your desires in such a way that you will condemn yourself. “I am such a fool, asking for all
these nasty things.” That will take place. Krsna will give you shelter at His lotus feet and the taste of
the nectar emanating from His holy name. Then you will condemn yourself. “No more, no more. |
am such a fool asking for such nasty things.”

krsna kahe,—’ama bhaje, mage visaya-sukha
amrta chadi’ visa mage,—ei bada markha
(CC.Madhya.22.38)

Krsna says, “He is doing My bhajan and asking for material enjoyment—visaya-sukha. He is not
asking for the nectar emanating from My lotus feet but for material enjoyment which is like
poison—uvisa. He is a great fool, such a markha.”

ami-vijia, ei markha ‘“visaya’ kene diba?
sva-caranamrta diya ‘visaya’ bhulaiba
(CC.Madhya.22.39)

“But | am not a fool, I am wise. Why should | give him this visa, the poison of material
enjoyment?”

kama lagi” krsne bhaje, paya krsna-rase
kama chadi” ‘dasa’ haite haya abhilase
(CC.Madhya.22.41)

“He has come to this path of bhajan with so many material desires but at last all such desire will
be gone. Now he desires, “O Krsna, please make me your dasa. | don’t want to be dasa of my
senses.” This is the result of krsna-bhajan that will automatically take place.

Another thing is there. Life is very short, death may come at any time. We have come to this
path and thus we have earned something, not so much, still it is inexhaustible. In the language of our
Guru Maharaja Srila Prabhupada, “This is your permanent bank balance.”



nehabhikrama-naso ‘sti
pratyavayo na vidyate
sv-alpam apy asya dharmasya
trayate mahato bhayat
(Bg.2.40)

“In this endeavour there is no loss or diminution, and a little advancement on this path can
protect one front the most dangerous type of fear.”

If only you have done very little for Krsna—su-alpam, still it will deliver you from the greatest
danger. If in this life death comes and you leave your body, whatever little you have earned will go
with you. Anything material will never go with you, it must all remain here. Your bank balance,
material assets, wealth and family members, all will remain here. But whatever you have earned
from your bhajan that goes with you, it can never be exhausted. Even if it is unconsciously earned.
We were giving the example of Narada Muni. He unconsciously earned the result—ajnata-sukrti,
but he became such a great devotee Narada Muni, the son of Brahma. Although it was not
consciously earned. Similarly whatever one has earned, if he does not attain perfection in this life, it
will remain with him. Ultimately he will develop pure bhakti and get Krsna. If one is very eager and
serious, however and does bhajan with nistha—steadiness, in this very life he will definitely get
Krsna.

Nrsimha Purana

The story is there in the Nrsimha Purana. Prahlada Maharaja asked Lord Nrsihhadeva, “How is
it that | have developed such bhakti for You?” Lord Nrsihhadeva replied, ‘Very long ago, in ancient
days, you were the son of a very pure veda-vit brahmana. His name was Vasusarma and he was
staying in the city of Avanti. The name of his wife was Susila, and she was a very chaste and ideal
wife. She was very devoted to her husband— pati-vrata. And she was following sadacara—good
behaviour. They were very famous throughout the three planetary systems and you were the
youngest of the five sons, born from the womb of Susila. The first four sons were panditas—very
learned and pure brahmanas. They were very devoted to their father but you, the youngest one,
were completely spoiled. You were addicted to a prostitute. Such a bad character did you have.
You never obeyed your father. Your name was Vasudeva and you spent your days with a prostitute.
Such a woman hunter you were, not following any regulative principles, only
asadacara—misbehaviour.

So, one night there was a quarrel between yourself and that prostitute. You were quarreling and
quarreling the whole night. Because of that, both of you spent the whole night without food and no
sleep. Only quarreling and quarreling. It is a strange coincidence, however, that this was the day of



Nrsimha caturdasi. So, automatically you got the result of fasting on My day. That prostitute
achieved the result of being elevated to the planets of the demigods and she became one of the
apsaras, because she had the desire for material enjoyment. And there is such an abundance of
enjoyment on the planets of the demigods. But after that she became a very dear devotee of Me.
And you Prahlada, because of your desire, especially vesya sariga—the association of a prostitute,
were born in a demoniac family. You became the son of Hiranyakasipu but because you fasted on
My appearance day, Nrsimha caturdasi, you got that result—vrata--phala—and became My dear
devotee. Therefore, those who observe this Nrsimha caturdasi-vrata will get such result and develop
bhakti. Lord Brahma also observed this vrata and therefore he got the Saktito create. Siva
Mahesvara observed this vrata and as a result he got the Sakti to annihilate. For those who observe
this vrata, any desire they have will be fulfilled. This is why you have developed such devotion for
Me. Unconsciously you fasted the whole night without sleep, and this is the result.”

Wonderful Glory of Bhakti

This bhakti is so powerful. If even you have unconsciously performed only a little service, still
such result is there. Then what to speak of the result of those who are consciously doing it. We
should understand what result they will get. This is the wonderful glory of bhakti. Somehow or other
if you engage in it, you will get such result. We can understand this from the example of Prahlada.

When we say nitya-siddha prahlada,; “Prahlada is an eternal associate of the Lord,” then how is
it that he was born as the son of that brahmana, and was such a spoiled character? So addicted to
that prostitute. The answer is that nitya-siddha Prahlada is always there, but Vasudeva, the son of
Vasusarma, entered into the body of Prahlada Maharjja.

Another example is there from the Bhakti-sandarbha. One kind of bird was there, called
vartapaksi, that was being chased by a dog who wanted to catch the bird and eat it. So the dog was
running and chasing the bird who could not fly away because one of his wings was broken. Out of
fear of being caught and eaten by the dog, the bird unknowingly circumambulated a temple of Lord
Visnu—Bhagavata mandira. At that time the dog caught the bird and the bird died. Because the bird
had circumambulated the temple of the Lord, as a result, he went to Vaikuntha. Such was the result
he got, although the bird did not know that this was a temple of the Lord. Because one of his wings
was broken, all he could do was just run around that temple. Such is bhakti. Even if it is
unconsciously performed,” the result is there. That is what we can understand from the examples of
Prahlada Maharaja and this vartapaksi bird. Therefore bhakti-sadhana is the only sadhana and a
bhakti-yogi is the topmost yogr.

yoginam api sarvesam
mad -gatenantar-atmana
sraddhavan bhajate yo mam



sa me yuktatamo matah
(Bg. 6.47)

“And of all yogis, the one with great faith who always abides in Me, thinks of Me within himself,
and renders transcendental loving service to Me—he is most intimately united with Me in yoga and
is the highest of all. That is My opinion.”

That is what Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita. Out of so many yogis like karma-yogis, jAana-
yogis or dhyana-yogis the bhakti-yogi is the topmost yogr.

All Optimism

Somehow or other we have come to this path, so we should be serious. Our Guru Maharaja Srila
Prabhupada says, “This is for serious students.” It is" for those who are very serious like Dhruva
Maharaja. Dhruva was so serious and determined. “I must get Narayana.” So be serious and
determined like him, then in this very life we will get Krsna. But if there is no seriousness and
determination, rather so many material desires, still whatever little we have earned is never lost.
There is no despondency or pessimism on this path. This path of bhaktiis all optimism. Never
become disappointed. If it will not be achieved in this life, definitely in the next life or the life after
that it must come to us. This path of bhaktiis all gain, there is no loss. We may commit some
aparadha, fall down or whatever, so in this very life our advancement is checked. But whatever we
have earned is with us, it is never lost. In this life we may not get it but ultimately it must come.
There is no loss, it is all gain. So there is no pessimism. This bhakti is so powerful, and this is the
teaching.

Cor a2



The Story of Gopaljiu

Some ninety kilometers north of Bhubaneswar, in the tranquil solitude of rural Orissa, amidst
lotus-filled ponds and green paddy fields, lies the village of Gadai-giri. The village was named after
Gadadhara-giri, (Gadai means Gadadhara), a devotee of Mahaprabhu who lived there three hundred
years ago.

He had a son named Gopal-giri, who was very much devoted to Gopal. Gopal-giri used to
worship a picture of Gopal daily with flowers, incense, sandalwood paste and the singing of
wonderful bhajans. He always desired to go to Vrndavana and purchase a deity of Gopal, but being
always busy in the government’s service, collecting taxes from the villagers, be simply found no
time. The desire kept burning in his heart though.

One day Gopal giri went to the tax office in Jagannatha Puri dhama to deposit the monthly
collection. He spent the night in the office, sleeping on the floor. The next day when he was about
to return to his village, he was astonished. Something mysterious was stopping him from leaving.
The next day the same thing happened, when suddenly he heard a voice that he had never heard
before, calling his name. He opened the door and saw that a babaji from Vrndavana had come to
see him. Wondering why this babaji had come from such a long distance to see him, he requested
the unexpected visitor to kindly explain.



The babaji said, “You see, actually | had come from Vrndavana carrying my Gopal, to have the
darsana of Lord Jagannath, when soon | found out that Gopal had brought me here for a different
reason. The first night, when I laid down to take rest, Gopal appeared in my dream telling me that,
“You should hand Me over to My pure devotee whose name is Gopal-giri. He has been waiting for
Me for many years now, and | will be very pleased to be worshiped by him. You can find him in the
tax building. Then | woke up, ‘What? How can ‘I leave my most worshipable Gopal, who is my
heart and soul?” | remained calm that day, thinking that it was just the imagination of my wicked
mind. Then the second night again Gopal appeared in my dream. This time He was so angry with
me for not having fulfilled His desire that He mercilessly beat me from leg to head.”

The babaji was severely injured and covered with terrible wounds. He continued, “Then Gopal
threatened me, ‘I had told you to hand Me over to My dear devotee but you simply thought it was
the speculation” of your mind. If you do not carry out My order by the third night, I will finish your
life. Mind it, nobody will be there to help you. Now go! His name is Gopal giri and by his soft touch
the wounds on your body will be cured. No other medicine will be there.”

Gopal-giri was astonished to see that the Lord had merciful come all the way from Vrndavana
and how this babaji had been severely injured by Gopal for being reluctant to hand Him over. Then
the babaji told him, “Gopal has told me that unless you touch my body nothing will be able to cure
me. Please touch my body so that | may be relieved of my pain.” Then Gopal-giri touched the
babaji and all the wounds on his body disappeared. The babaji thanked Gopal-giri and then
departed for his return to Vrndavana leaving Gopal Jiu behind. Then Gopal-giri returned to Gadai-giri
carrying Gopal Jiu with him. Upon arrival the deity was installed with abhiseka, different offerings
and kirtana. From that day, Gopal-giri spent his days offering worship and performing kirtana. One
year after the installation of Gopal Jiu, the villagers brought Radharani from Vrndavana, because in
the sastras it is recommended that not to worship Krsna alone.

When another babaji, traveling from village to village, came to Gadai-giri and had no place to
take rest for the night, the villagers let him stay in the small temple of Gopal Jiu. Being very attracted
by the beauty of Gopal, that babaji thought, “Out of their faith in me, the villagers have given me
this place for the night, but before the day comes, | shall take the deity away from here, while there
is nobody here.” Thinking this he took the deity of Gopal in his jhdla (carry bag), and started
walking, crossing over the paddy fields. After having crossed two acres, a black cobra attacked the
babaji and bit him so heavily that he died immediately.

That morning when the villagers came to offer arati to Gopal Jiu, they found no Gopal there.
Everyone was shocked saying, ‘Where is our Gopal?” The entire village started to look for Gopal,

but He could not be found.

Lastly some villagers, on their way to work in the paddy fields, saw someone lying on the



pathway. Immediately they ran there and saw that this person had died and it was the babaji who
had stayed in the village the previous night. His entire body was blue and poisonous saliva was
coming out from his mouth continuously. These are the symptoms of a snake bite, so they
concluded that the babaji must have been attacked by a snake. The farmers informed the villagers
that they had found the babaji lying dead in the paddy fields. Immediately the villagers rushed to the
spot and concluded that, “Our Gopal has disappeared and this babaji’s lying here dead. There must
be some connection.” They lifted up the jhala and found the deity of Gopal there. So Gopal had
punished the babaji with a poisonous snake bite, for taking Him away from His dear devotees in
Gadai-giri. This is how dear the village of Gadai-giri is to Gopal Jiu.

ISKCON Bhubaneswar is now constructing a temple for Gopal Jiu to continue the worship, which
never stopped since the deity came from Vrndavana three hundred years ago, and to allow
everyone to have the merciful darsana of the Lord.
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About the Author

His Holiness Srila Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja was born in a place called Jagannatha-pura, in
the district of Cuttack, not far from Jagannatha Puri dhama, in the year 1929, in a family of
devotees. He grew up in a devotional atmosphere, in the village of Gadai-giri, in Orissa. In his
childhood days his father would often read to him from the Vedic literatures. They would all sing the
maha-mantra and the songs of Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura. The Giri family is known as the most
famous kirtana performers in Orissa, dating from the time of Syamananda Prabhu. Even up till this
day it is recorded in the registers of the temple in Jagannatha Puri, where the King of Orissa three
hundred years ago wrote that the kirtana party of Gadai-giri should come and perform kirtana for
Lord Jagannatha, whenever possible. In Orissa they are seen as kirtana gurus.

Srila. Gour Govinda Swami was never much interested in his High School studies. In fact he
never looked at the books, but by Krsna’s mercy he passed all his exams. He would rather go on
hari-nama from village to village with his uncles, and regularly they would hold asta-prahara kirtana
(twenty-four hours chanting). By the age of eight, he had read the entire Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-
Bhagavatam and Sr7 Caitanya-caritamrta and could explain their meanings as well. In this way he was
brought up with the chanting of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, the study of the vaisnava literatures



and Sanskrit, and the worship of the Supreme Lord, Gopal Jiu (locally known as Gopal Jiu), who in a
wonderful way came to the village of Gadai-giri from Vrndavana dhama, approximately three
hundred years ago.

Up till the present day, the deity of Gopal Jiu has been worshiped by the locals, and Srila Gour
Govinda Swami has also been engaged in the worship of Gopal Jiu since the age of six. He would
always watch the arati being performed and Gopal Jiu getting dressed, help sew garlands or do
whatever little service he could do. He would never take any food that was not offered to Gopal.
Often at night, he would recite a poem version of the Srimad-Bhagavatam in front of Gopal Jiu.
Many villagers would come and hear his recitation of the Oriya Bhagavatam, Ramayana and
Mahabharata. In this way from his very young age, Gopal always remained in his heart. As a matter
of fact, even up till this day, he will not go anywhere without first having the darsana of Gopal Jiu.

After the death of his father, he became responsible for maintaining the family, and when he
entered the grhasta-dharma, on the request of his widowed mother, the burden increased, but his
devotion for Gopal never slackened. Always keeping Krsna in the center, he would daily speak to his
family from the Bhagavad-gita and early in the morning worship Tulasi. Also during this time as a
householder, when he adopted the profession of a school teacher, he would take every opportunity
to speak to his students, about Krsna and the devotional principles.

Through out his whole life, he was in search of that person who could help him develop the
understanding of the maha-mantra, and when he left home at the age of forty-five, he traveled
around India as a mendicant for one year, visiting many holy places along the river Ganges, looking
for a bona fide guru-sadhu. He could not find anyone to inspire him, however, and disappointed he
went to Vrndavana thinking that in Krsna’s dear abode, his desire would certainly be fulfilled. At the
end of 1974, he entered Vrndavana. Two weeks after arriving in Vrndavana he saw a big signboard
with the words “International Society for Krsna Consciousness, Founder Acarya A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Srila Prabhupada.” He desired to meet Srila Prabhupada.

Srila Prabhupada had just finished his lunch when Srila Gour Govinda Swami entered the room
and paid his obeisances. Srila Prabhupada then asked hint, “Have you taken sannyasa?” Maharaja
said, “No,” and Srila Prabhupada said, “Then | will give you sannyasa.” At that time Srila Gour
Govinda Swami understood that Prabhupada knew his heart and he surrendered to him.

In 1975, at the opening of ISKCON'’S Krsna Balarama Temple in Vrndavana, Srila Prabhupada
accepted him as a disciple and awarded him the sannyasa order. He was sent to preach in Orissa,
and construct a temple on the newly donated property in Bhubaneswar. Srila Prabhupada instructed
Srila Gour Govinda Swami to install deities of Sri Sri Krsna-Balarama, because the property very
much resembled Raman-reti, the place where ISKCON Vrndavana is situated. Srila Prabhupada
visited Bhubaneswar in 1977, and personally laid the foundation stone on the appearance day of Sri



Nityananda Prabhu, making it his last founded project. In 1991, after many years of struggling and
hard work, the temple was inaugurated with an opening ceremony and the installation of Their
Lordships Sri Sri Gaur-Nitai, Sri Sri Krsna-Balarama and Sri Sri Sri Jagannatha Baladeva Subhadra. The
Krsna-Balarama Mandir, a grand traditional styled Vedic temple, now draws hundreds of thousands
of visitors every year and a hundred thousand guests for Janmastami, the day on which Krsna
appeared.

At present Srila Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja is one of ISKCON’s Governing Body
Commissioners for Orissa and an initiating spiritual master.
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