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descended for the welfare of fallen souls like myself and you are preaching the divine love of

Radha for Krsna. Please be kind upon me.”

Statement of Purposes

As stated by Srila Prabhupada in his
mtroduction to Krsna Book:

‘It is essential for persons who are actually
liberated to hear about the pastimes of Krsna.
That is the supreme relishable subject matter for
one in the liberated state. Also, if persons who
are trying to be liberated hear such narrations
...then their path of iiberation becomes very clear.
..Lord Caitanya has therefore advised His follow-

ers that their business is to propagate krsna-
kKatha."

In keeping with this desire of Srila
Prabhupada, the purpose of this magazine is
simply to propagate krsna-katha. We will
consider our efforts successful if this journal
1s a source of inspiration for the preachers of
Krsna consciousness to continue their efforts
to push on Lord Caitanya’s movement. Our
second desire is to establish through the
medium of this magazine how everything is
in Srila Prabhupada’s books.

Sri Yrishna  Vethamrita

Published by
ISKCON Bhubaneswara
Inspired by
H.H. Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja
Editor & Layout
Madhavananda dasa
Contributing Editor
Caitanva Candra dasa
Editorial Advisor & Proofreading
Bhaktarupa dasa
Gokuldas dasa, Raghava Pandita dasa

Pictures and quotes from the books of His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
such as S#i Caitanya-caritamrta and Srimad-
Bhagavatam are copyright © Bhaktivedanta Book
Trust International.

All materials used in $ei  Yrishon Y athamrita
are copyright © Gopal Jiu Publications,
Bhubaneswar, INDIA.



- Ori Yrishna Yathamritn

Contents

Bhakbi-Rasamirta=-SINAdRtl vveesisisianianssoasnsissssssimsstsnsassivssssssinioasissrissnssnsds 4
Commentary by Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Rules forthe TempPle ..iiimiiiinisobriimimsstorinivesssssinmsteinsssviesisiise T .10
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasavati Thakira

Dasa-Miila-Siksa - Ten Essential INSErUCEIONS cvvversrrsssssssesssssssssssssossssssses 13
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

Krsna is Bound by the Love of His Devotees......ccccccervccvvinnnneniniiciicraene. 18
Sri Srimad Gour Gevinda Swami

Meditations on GOPala..icceeissisecsscsssscsssssssessssssssasssssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssss I
Sj_rf Caitanya Candra dasa

Sri Damodarastalkami.coidinaisdumasiannimmnnmmsnladannaine 33
Commentary by Srila Sanatana Gosvami

When Mathuia Meels Vind avatiaiaiinsnsainriisavsissiimismrmmn i O
Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami

Explanation of the Maha-Mantra ......coscceccssiisssiiosssasssssissoanisssssissesssssioessas 48

Srila Gopala Guru Gosvdmi

Mahatma-dipika—The Life of Gopala Guru Gosvami .........uueeeesvcnveeeenns 50
Compiled by Madhavananda dasa

Lila Katha - Description of the Yoghurf 1hief eeesssssssssevesssssivivesssssssssaimvesnssssanssasisinsss’ D1
Krsna Goes Out to Herd the Cows ....ccccevniniciinnnane. e IETTAE LTSN RS <<

From Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s "Sri Krsna Bhavanamrta”
Bha] anamrta - Eight Prayers Glorifying the Best of Thieveswith commertary ot Sri Srimad Gour Govirda Swamia.. D5
Slo.kimrta = Biﬂding ";’fruiﬂ;:; thl-t:f;---IlIII"II'I"II‘"II'I‘"'I""'I"I‘"I‘"'Il-il""i'I'I‘I'lil..illi'i'l‘.l-l.l' 59

Vrai a-Prema in the Gitﬁ fdsEEERGEEREREREFERETARAETREREERREFFA R RN DR R EOEEERERNEERRFREREARAEFDAO DGR AN EAEAERE 60
Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami

Sri Krishna Kathamrita page 1



S A GRS Z B Stila Prabhupada's Purports

Who is This Sri Krsna-Kathamrta For?

Note: When Srila Prabhupéda first printed Krsna Book, which containe some of the most intimate
and elevated pastimes of the Lord, such as Krena's rasa-lila with the gopis, he wrote an infroduction
describing who the book was meant to be read by. in that introduction Srila Prabhupada perfectly
describes the audience that we have in mind for this Sri Krena-Kathamita magazine. The following
are some pertinent excerpts.

“And yet the descriptions of the pastimes of Lord Krsna are so attractive that they are
relishable for all classes of men. ..Whether one is liberated or is trying to be liberated, or is even
grossly materlalistic, the pastimes of Lord Krsna are worth studying.

.. It is essential for persons who are actually liberated to hear about the pastimes of Krena.
That Is tha supreme relishable subject matter for one in the liberated state. Also, if persons who are
trying to be liberated hear such narrations as Bhagavad-gita and Snmd-Bhﬁyamtam,ihan their
path of liberation becomes very clear. Bhagavad-gita is the preliminary study of Srimad-
Bhagavatam. By studying the GRta, one becomes fully conscious of the position of Lord Krsna; and
when he is situated at the fotus feet of Krena, he understands the narrations of Krsna as described
in the Srimad-Bhagavatam. Lord Caitanya has therefore advised His followers that their business is
to propagate Krsna-katha. ' |

.1t is the order of Lord Caitanya that Krena-katha should be spread all over the worid,
because If the conditioned souls, suffering under the pangs of material existence, take to Krsna-
katha, then their path of liberation will be open and clear.

..Krena will be appealing to the liberated souls and to persons who are trying to be
liberated, as well as to the gross, conditioned materialists. According to the statement of Maharéaja
Pariksit, who heard about Krena from Sukadeva Gosvami, Krsna-katha is equally applicable to every
human being, in whatever condition of life he is in. Everyone will appreciate it to the highest
magnitude. But Mahirdja Pariksit also warned that persons who are simply engaged in killing
animals and in killing themselves may not be very much attracted io Krsna-katha. In other words,
ordinary persons who are following the regulative morai principles of scriptures, no matter in what
condition they are found, will certainly be attracted, but not persons who are killing themselves. The
exact word used in the Srimsd-Bhéagavaism ie paéughna, which means killing animals or killing
oneself. Persons who are not self-realized and who are not inferesied in spiritual realization are
killing themselves; they are eummittlng suicide. Because this human form of iife is especially meant
for self-realization, by neglecting this imporiant parl ul his authtﬂes, one simply wastes his time
like the animals. So he Is pasughna.”

Krsna Book stni. one Introduction.
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Editorial

Bhagavatamnita

[ once pertormed an antyesthi, (funeral) cer-
emony for the recently departed tather of a Hindu
tamuly. After the function I was surprised to find
out that evervone, including the deceased, had
been told by doctors a year before that he would
die soon. | was disappointed because neither the
expired man or his tamily ever considered coming
to the temple, chanting, or heanng krsra-kathe until
after he passed away. For them they found the
temple to be an uncomtortable place as the devo-
tees would always speak about the futility of
material life.

[ thought, "what a contrast to the example of
Maharaja Pariksit, who, tinding out that he had
only a week to live, gave up all other engagements
and simply engaged n histening full time to krsna-
katha"

Hearing that Sukadeva Gosvami was speaking
Bhagavatam to Maharaja Pariksit, the demugods
came with a pot of heavenly nectar— amrta, to
trade with Sukadeva in exchange tor hari-katha.
This the devas proposed would be a good trade.
As by drinking the amrta, Pariksit would be practr-
cally deathless and would be able to survive the
bite of Taraka the snake bird. But Sukadeva re-
fused saymg that it was actually only this
Bhagavatamrta that would truly prevent death. Only
this nectarean &rsna-katha can truly solve our
problems, soka-moha-bhayavahi.

The question arises then, it these topics are so
special that simply by hearing them one can derive
such benefit, why don’t we have more of a taste for
hearing them?

Srila Jiva Gosvami in his Sarartha-daréini tika
(His commentary on Bhagavatam 10.1.4) describes:

kathanciddhanadikakamanaya
yadi karmi vakta
$rota va syat tadd sa virajved
fﬂfty&h:i pasughnadoini

r

He savs that under the influence ot materi-
alistic desires especially the desire for wealth,
one will not want to stay to listen to the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Thev will see 1t as a hindrence to
their sense gratitication. Such persons he says
are sumply pasughna or killers of their self. For
them 1t 1s an unpalatable truth.

They find the straightforward, impartial
descriptions given m the Bhagavatam objection-
able or controversial. Actually this 1s the
imnherent nature of these topics, they are meant
to create a disturbance, meant to create a
revolution—tad-vag-visargo janatagha-vipiavo
(Bhag.1.5.11) This is a revolution that we should
desire, a revolution in consciousness.

Our previous dcarijas, especially Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta, were famous for preaching in
this same mood. In this magazine we intend to
simply pass those statements on as they are.
Because of their noncompromising nature even
as devotees and aspiring devotees we may
sometimes tind them a little strong, or contro-
versial. But that doesn't mean that we should
avoild them. As described in Caifanya-carifamrta:

siddhanta baliya na kara alasa
tha fha-ife krsne lage sudrdka manasa

"A sincere student should not neglect the
discussions of such conclusions, considering
them controversial, for such discussions
strengthen the mind. Thus one’s mind becomes
attached to Sri Krsna.”

(Ce. Adi 2.117)

Begging all the Vaisnavas for their causeless
mercy,

iaso ‘smi
Madhavananda dasa

P dPAS TN
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Bhakti-Rasamrta-Sindhu

" The pure devotees are the eligible candidates for
enjoying swimming excursions in the ocean of the
nectarean mellow of devotional service. "

Al F0 HAH



Srila Riipa Gosvami's

Bhakti
Rasamrita
Sindhu

Pratistatacarya

Devotional Service of the Lord

1960 Translation and Purport By
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Chapter one continued from last issue.

TEXT 2

hrdi yasya preranaya
pravartito "ham varaka-ripo ‘pi
tasya hareh pada-kamalam
vande caitanya-devasya

hrdi—In the heart; yasya—whose;
preranayid—by the inspiration of;
pravartitah—engaged; aham—myself; varaka-
—insignificant; rupah-Rapa Gosvamai; api-
although; tasya of him; hare—the Lord’s,
: vande—do
worship; caitanya—Sri Caitanya; deva—he
Lord.
[Note: in a few of these verses Srila
Prabhupada did not fully give all the word

for word synonyms -ed.]

_g ||| et me worship the lotus feet of
——l| Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, by
the inspiration of whose unbounded
mercy, I am now engaged in this task,
although I am very much insignificant.
[Note: The same verse is quoted in Cc.

Madhya 19.134 - ed ]

PURPORT The author, Srila Rapa

Gosvami, shows the way of approaching
the Absolute Personality of Godhead, Sri
Krsna. He therefore offers his respecttul
obeisances unto the lotus feet of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is none other
than Sri Krsna Himself appearing in the
form of a devotee to bestow his mercitul
benediction upon the fallen souls of this
Iron Age, called Kali Yuga. Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu personally inspired
Srila Rupa Gosvami at Dasasvamedha-
ghata, Prayag (Allahabad) continuously for
ten days and authorized him to propagate
the science of devotional service for
everyone’s benefit. As a pure Vaisnava,
Srila Rupa Gosvami considers himself as
the most insignificant person, although he
1s not so.

No one can describe the transcendental
science unless he is authorized by the Lord
himself, or his bonafide representative. As
Arjuna was, in the Bhagavad—glta person-
ally inspired by Sri Krsna, so Srila Ripa
Gosvami was also personally inspired by
the Lord. As such, neither of thesn can be
insignificant persons, but, on the contrary,
they are the proper authorities who can
deliver us the right thing. No one can
understand the Bhagavad-gita if he does
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Bhakti-Rasamrta-Sindhu

not follow in the tootsteps of Arjuna. Sirnilarly
no one can understand the mission of Lord Sri

(Caitanya Mahaprabhu unless one is
scrupulously inclined to follow the foot steps
of the Gosvamis, headed by Srila Ruapa
Gosvami. Srila Jiva Gosvami explains the
word varaka as one who can explain the right
concept.

It 1s not out of place to mention in this
connection that this translation work into
English is undertaken under the authority of
His Divine Grace Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja, who is a
bonafide representative of Srila Riipa
Gosvami. There is no spirit of change herein
trom the path of the original authority.

TEXT 3

visrama-mandirataya tasya
sanatana tanc madisasya
bhakti-rasamrta-sindhur-
bhavatu sadayam pramodaya.

visrama—resting place; mandirataya—on
account of being a temple of; tasys—of him;
sanatana—eternal; fano—of the body; mad—
mine; isasya—of the Lord; bhakti—devotional
service; rasamrid—nectarean mellow;
sindhur—of the ocean; bhavatu—Iet it be;
sada—always; ayam—this; pramodaya—ftor the
pleasure of.

Let this ocean of nectarean mellow of
devotional service, be always the source of
eternal pleasure for my Lord, Who has His
eternal body and Who is represented by my
spiritual master known under the name of
Sri Sanitana Prabhu. This ocean is also the
eternal temple of the eternal body of Lord
Narayana.

PURPORT The author, after offering his

Critics of the value of devotional service to the Lord, may not find
any pleasure in the subject matter of this great transcendental
presentation, but in spite of all these persons, a really kind hearted
friend, who knows the object of devotional service of the Lord, will
find it surely a useful solace of the hankering heart.

respecttul obeisances unto Lord (Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, turns to pay respects to his

spirifual master who is known as Sanatana
Prabhu. The spiritual master is non-different
trom the Lord and therefore both of them are
sanatana or eternal. The Lord is represented by
the spiritual master, who is the eternal
servitor God.

The author wishes most sincerely that this
book, which bears within its title the word
sindhit or ocean, may be the eternal resting
place of the Lord who takes eternal rest on the
Karana ocean as the purusa-avatara or
Narﬂvana who is the plenary manifestation
of Sri Krsna. Sri Krsna Himself, in His
Narayana feature, rests in the temple ot the
ocean, and in the same manner he (Srila Rapa
Gosvami) prays that the book titled as Bhakiti-
rasamrta-sindhu may also be the resting temple
of Krsna with his unlimited paraphernalia.

Sri Krsna and all His eternal plenary
expansions are Visnu tattvas, and theretore all
of them possess non-changeable eternal
bodies. His body being eternal, so the resting
places of the Lord are also eternal. As such,
the Bhakti-rasamria-sindhu is the eternal truth,
being the eternal science of the eternal
Godhead. The Lord is Absolute and therefore
His resting place is also Absolute. There is no
difference between the Lord and His resting

place.
TEXT 4

bhakti-rasamrta-sind hu
caratah paribhuta kala jala
bhayah bhakta makaranasilita
mukti-nadikan namasyami.

bhakii—devotional service; rasamria—
nectarean mellow; sindhu-—in the ocean;
caratah—playing on; paribhuta—having
conquered; kala—influence of time and space;
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Bhakti-Rasamrta-Sindhu

bhaya—feartulness; bhakta—devotees;
makaran—the shark fishes; namasyami—
offering respectful obeisances.

I offer my respectful

obeisances unto the
devotees of the Lord who

are compared with the
shark fishes who neglect
the rivers of liberation on
account of their playing
facilities in the deep
ocean of nectarean
mellow (Bhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu.

PURPORT The author
next turns towards the pure
devotees to offer His respectful
obeisances. The pure devotees are the
eligible candidates for enjoying swimming
excursions mn the ocean of the nectarean
mellow of devotional service. Pure devotees
are never afraid of the scepter of time and
space, and as such they are not afraid of the
tribulations of birth and death because they
have already conquered the stringent laws of
nature. Birth and death for the non-devotees
are always painful. But for the devotees they
are the plain things of appearances and
disappearances. A simple example will
explain this idea: The cat carries her kittens
and the rats in the same mouth. But there is a
gult of difference between the two carrying
processes. The kittens feel pleasure while
being carried in the jaws of the mother cat,
but the rats feel the pain of death by the same
jaws of the cat. Pure devotees come and go for
the service of the Lord, and therefore they are
exempt from the laws of nature. Jesus Christ
was crucified but he did not teel the pain.
Apparently it seems that the devotees are
under the same laws of nature, but tactually
they are not so. In the Srimad-Bhagavam,
Yamaraja instructs clearly that the devotees
are not within the jurisdiction of his influence.
Theretfore pure devotees do not give much
importance to the process of salvation. The
river fishes have no idea of the big fishes that
are within the ocean. The comparison of the
river and the ocean as is generally cited by the

monist philosophers, exhibits a poor fund of
knowledge. The mixing of the river with the
ocean is superfluous. Real life in the
ocean has no comparison with
life in the river. The devotees
are compared with shark
fishes who are within the
ocean without any relation
with the rivers.

The ocean is the resting
place for all sorts of rivers.
It is generally compared
that varieties of religiosity

are like different rivers,
and they take rest in the
ocean ultimately. This
comparison is not applicable
in the case of pure devotees,
however, because such devotees are

like the shark fishes, who do not care
for the insignificant rivers. The devotees who
take pleasure in the depth of water in the
ocean of devotional service have nothing to
do with the liberation rivers. They are useless
for the devotees.

There are five different varieties of
liberation, namely: (1) To become one with the
Absolute. (2) To live in the same planet where
God lives. (3) To develop the same feature of
body like the Lord. (4) To possess the same
standard of opulence like God. And, (5) to
become the constant associate of God. Out of
these five different varieties of hberation, the
one which is called sayujya, or to become one
with the Lord, is lowest of all. Generally, all
difterent varieties of religiosities aim at this
point of becoming one with the Absolute. The
pure devotees are so much endowed with the
transcendental mellow of devotional service
that they do not value even the four other
forms of liberation, what to speak of
liberation under the clause of becoming one
with the Lord. These things are very
ips:igniﬁcant for a pure devotee, and, as such,
Srila Rapa Gosvami desires to pay his respects
to these devotees, excluding all others, who
are either mundaners, fruitive workers, or, at
utmost, salvationists. All these groups are
classified in the list of non-devotees, and the
followers of Srila Riipa Gosvami carefully
avoid them .
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Bhakti-Rasamrta-Sindhu

TEXT 5

mimamsaka vadavagneh kathinam
api kunthayan asau jihvam
sphurantu sandtana suciram
tava bhakti-rasamrtamboedhih.

mimarisaka—the logicians; vadavagneh—of
the volcanic eruption within the water;
kathinam—very hard; api—although;
kunthayan—subduing; asau—that; sphuranti—
let it continue to exist; sanatana-oh my eternal
Lord; sucirari-for all the days; tava-yours;
bhakti-devotional service; rasamrta-nectarine
mellow; ambodhi-span of water.

Oh my Lord, there are many logicians
who are just like volcanoes in the water who
create occasional disturbances. But as the
large volume of water subdues such

| fath; is sure tn ac‘hmve the:

desxr&é I’Eﬂtﬂt whlch--z-s ------
uihmately m meet the Lard face
. 2 t{; face‘ ';-.53::{”:.33;

disturbances, so also the ocean of devotional
service, or Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, shall
always stand over their (the logician’s)
disturbing arguments.

PURPORT There are two kinds of logicians
who are against the devotional service of the
Personality of Godhead. One of them is the
fruitive worker and the other is the empiric
philosopher. The fruitive worker will argue
that there is no need of serving an invisible
God. Let us work hard in developing
industries and agriculture which alone will
bring in prosperity. A little higher than them
are the empiric philosophers who are very
much interested in dry philosophical
arguments on the subject of God’s form and
features, without rendering any tangible
service. Both these classes of men are
speculators, and as such they are disturbing

elements to the transcendentalists, who are
marching progressively toward the kingdom
of God. The author is therefore begging mercy
from Sri Sanatana Prabhu, his spiritual
master, to save the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu trom
such disturbing arguments of the karmis and

jAanis. It is, however, certain that the mellow

which is the dominating factor of the Bhakti-
rasamria-sindhu, is as immeasurable as the sea
water. Therefore, as the occasional volcanic
eruption within the water is subdued by the
volume of vast sea water, so also the
transcendental mellow of devotional service,
due to her vast nature will certainly overrule
such occasional disturbances. The purport is
that one who has tasted the sweetness of the
mellow of devotional service will never be
attracted by the activities of the fruitive
worker or the empiric philosophers. This is an
eternal truth, and that eternal truth will
always protect the peaceful existence of
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu.

TEXTé6

bhaktirasya prastutirakhila
jagan mangala prasangasya
ajfiendpi mayasya
kriyate sunrdam pramodaya.

bhaktir—devotional service; asyz—of this;
prastutih—presentation; akhila—all inclusive;
jagat—universal; mangala—welfare;
prasangasya—of the delineation; ajienapi—
even though by a neophyte; mayasya—by me;
kriyate—is being done; suhrdari—of the kind
hearted (friends); pramodiaya—for the pleasure
of.

Presentation of an all inclusive
delineation of the devotional service of the
Lord, which is the universally accepted
welfare work for all living beings, is being
done by me, even though I am a neophyte.
This is for the pleasure of kind-hearted

friends.

PURPORT Devotional service by a living
being, for the pleasure of the Supreme Being
(the Lord), is the universally accepted weltare
work for all. A living being’s constitutional
position is always such that he has to render
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Bhakti-Rasamrta-Sindhu

service to the superior will. When such service
is rendered favorably it
is called devotional
service of the Lord. And
when such service is
rendered unfavorably to
the will of the Lord, or in
other words to satisfy
one’s own whims and
pleasures, or for the
matter of sense-
gratifying, it is called
karma or fruitive action.
Fruitive action is the
cause of bondage, while
devotional service is the
cause of liberation from
all bondage. This
distinction of bondage
and liberation of all
actions can only be judged by a thoroughly
learned man already situated in the
devotional service of the Lord. On the other
hand, such devotional service is the natural
function of a living being, and theretore it is
essentially the prime welfare work for all
concerned. Such service is done in one’s real
identity. The author of the Bhakti-rasamria-
sindhu, namely Srila Rapa Gosvami, is
therefore engaged in the highest welfare work
for all humanity because he is attempting to
awaken all living beings to the state of
consciousness of their constitutional position.
But this defacto truth may be misunderstood
by a section of people who exist with a poor
fund of knowledge. Such critics of the value
of devotional service to the Lord, may not
find any pleasure in the subject matter of this
great transcendental presentation. But in spite
of all these persons, a really kind hearted
friend, who knows the object of devotional
service ot the Lord, will find it surely a useful
solace of the hankering heart.

In fact, Srila Rapa Gosvami is himself a
universally kind-hearted man, who feels for
the grossly materially covered, vitiated
person. And as such, the work which is being
done by him is not at all for his personal gain,
but it is for the universal good for all living
beings. Persons who are already in the line of

such kind-hearted devotional service can
realize what an immensely
valuable book is this work
of the name PBhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu.

TEXT 7
etasya bhagavat bhakti
rasamrta payonidef
catvdrah khalu-vaksyante
bhagah purvadayah kramat.

etasya - of this; bhagavat -
the Lord, the personality of
Godhead; bhakti-devotional
service; rasamria -
nectarean mellow;
payonideh-of the ocean;
catvarah- four; khalu - as a
matter of fact; vaksyanie -
are being described; bhigah - divisions;

pirvadayah-directions beginning from the east.

In this text of the nectarean ocean of
mellows in the matter of devotional service
of the Personality of Godhead, there will be
four primary divisions beginning from the
east and so on.

PURPORT The Bhakti-rasamrita-sindhu is
not a book of some imaginary vision, in the
matter of mental speculation of mundane
sentiments. The subject matter is seriously
meant for presenting the science of devotional
service of the Lord, which promotes a
practitioner to the highest stage of transcen-
dental realization. It is clearly stated here that
devotional service is meant for the Supreme
Lord. He is tangible fact, and so also is His
service. To put the whole thing in a systematic
way, the author desires to divide the subject
matter into four compartmental divisions for
the gradual process of realization. Any serious
student who will strictly follow the chalked
out path, is sure to achieve the desired result,
which is ultimately to meet the Lord face to

face. @

(To be continued.)

Sri Krishna Kathamrita page 9



Rules For the Temple

By His Divine Grace

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura

Note: Famous as a powerful and innovative preacher, Srita Bhaktisiddhanta,
according to time, place and circumstance, infroduced many things for the sake

Singha Guru

of preaching such as allowing his sannydsa disciples to wear shoes, sewn cloth

and ride in vehicles. In his own personal dealings as Guru also he would allow His disciples to serve him in various
ways. However, to maintain the strict standard of purity necessary for potent preaching, and fo prevent polential
influences of maya, he established the following rules for his temples in the Gaudiya Math.

sl y dear ... :

we who have come to 5ri Caitanya
Math are all surrendered to Sri
Caitanya Deva, therefore we do not have any
other goal besides servicing the Supreme Lord. If
we lack in our devotional service, then our
mentality will become like that of a materialistic
person and devour us. In order to protect the
math we have to abide by some rules.

1. It should be the duty of a sannyasi that they
should never use shoes,rather they should go
everywhere on foot. They should never use shoes
or conveyance.

2. They should never accept service from
anyone. They should never get someone to
massage their body or feet with oil.

3. Eating nice food, eating separately 1s totally
forbidden.

4. One should never go to a physician. They
should never take medicine according to their
own wish.! When a sannyasi would need
something then it should be the duty of residents
of the math to take care of him nicely. It is the duty
of a sannyasi to serve the ones who are not
sannyasis. The hiving entity invites difficulties by
criticizing others, scandalizing others, and
unnecessarily talking about others. One should
always desire auspiciousness. One can control his
mind and destroy his desires by serving the Holy
Name.

5. The Supreme Personality of Godhead 1s
residing in every spirit soul, theretore one should
not consider himself worshipable and that others
should serve him. When a sannyasi is free from
his false ego then the residents of the math should
serve him, otherwise one should go back home.

6. Excessive foppery,” excessive drinking of
milk, eating luxuriously like a big man, should be
given up totally. We don’t want the gymnasts
(body builders) to stay in our math. This 1s the
place for the devotees.

7. Strengthening the senses by taking excessive
medicine and trying to spread one’s domination m
order to attract other’s wives, should be given up
totally.

8. Krsna 1s the only Lord and Enjoyer of
everybody and everything. One should remember
that all the time. One should serve according to
the degree of his devotion. There cannot be any
auspiciousness unless we become free from the
evil desire to use the devotees in our services. The
tire of lust that burns for our sense gratification,
that should be given up. But that doesn’t mean
that one should speak uncivilized language and
dress in an uncivilized way in order to mix with
the dignified society.

A brahmacari should not desire to become a
sannyasi in order to have greater sense
gratification. The desire to dominate 1s

! Srila Bhaktisiddhanta would sometimes say that if one is simply chanting with no offenses, ie., on the platfrom of

namabhasa that one will never get sick.

? Collins Cobuild English Dictionary describes foppish: “If you describe a man as foppish, you disapprove of the fact that he
is vain and dresses in fancy, extravagant clothes, an old-fashioned word.”
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detrimental to devotional service. To consider a
sense enjoyer to be a sannyasi, and wanting to
become a sannyasi with that ideal should be
totally rejected. When one starts to enjoy his
senses and becomes deceptive, he cannot serve the
Lord or His devotees.

One should be very careful that no mood of
toppery enters into Caitanya Math in order to ruin
the sannyasis and brahmacaris. The examples that
we are getting should not be tolerated. The
householders also, like a sannyasi, should
overcome the urges of lust and anger. Everyone
should consider himself to be very low and serve
the residents of the math and other Vaisnavas.

Those who are not residents of the math, but
are staying in the math, for some business, or

behave that way staying at home. Instead of
saffron cloth they can be clad in white cloth with
a tail and send back home. The ones who want
foppery, luxurious food, and medicine they can
go back to their homes and take care of their
families, then they won't have to identify
themselves with the math.

Everybody should be reminded very nicely
that cars, horses, launch, and men, are all meant
for the use of the math, not for any individual’s
display of foppery. Luxurious eating should be
totally stopped. The sannyasis who will not
indulge in foppery, they should be recognized as
the Gaudiya Math sannyasis. The rest should be
sent back to their respective homes. If our man
power decreases due to that, that is still better.

that me guests are ob]ects of thelr mercy A guest should be treateet wlth

hlghest honﬂr everyhctdy In this wnr!d shauiﬁ be mspeeted

wanting some favor from the math, should always
be willing to serve the residents of the math, and
the math The residents of the math should never
behave indecently with a guest in the math.

The residents should reject the mentality that
the math 1s their property, and that the guests are
objects of their mercy. A guest should be treated
with highest honor - everybody in this world
should be respected. Otherwise we may land up
in the same distress that the materialists are
suffering. A resident of the math should remember
all these things very carefully. One should always
serve Krsna, there shouldn’t be any mistake in
that, and more indispensable is the service to a
Vaisnava.

If a sannyasi has to go to the shop or the
dispensary for a reason other than service to the
math, then he should go on foot. Let the car be
sitting but still they will not get it. They will not
get any conveyance. What everybody else gets,
they should get only that.

Never have they used any conveyance, but
with the excuse of going to the doctor, they take
the car. They buy medicine and eat luxurious
food. If they behave properly for one year, then
their eligibility can be considered. The math 1s not
the place for foppery or staying in a hospital. One
should not display his foppery. They can better

The ones, who have taken shelter of the math but
are motivated by their bellies and genitals, if they
are driven away, then the expenses of the math
will be reduced. The pleasure-loving, sense-
gratifying managers should not be allowed to
waste money. Everyone should earn for the math.
It is important to make a list about how much one
earns. It is not necessary to eat, buy medicine and
display foppery more than one earns.

The ones who come to render devotional
service are brahmacaris, grhasthas, vanaprasthas
and sannyasis. The ones who do not render
devotional service, the math will not give them
shelter, because they do not deserve it. One
should never think: “I have rendered a lot of
service to the math, so I will use the car.” This is
the mentality of a materialist. One who 1s serving
the math, should do that without any expectation
of a return. Because everyone has come to serve
the math. It anyone takes anything in return of his
service to the math, or serves himself, he will
become a sense gratifier. When one is a guest,
then he cannot demand, he should eat according
to the wish of the host. One who is busy having
his sense gratification should be asked to leave.

Your ever well wisher, @

Sri Siddhanta Sarasvati
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Ten Essential nstructions
Sri Dasa-Mula-Siksa

By

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thikura

Text 1l

amnayah praha tattvari harim iha
paraman sarva-Saktiv rasabdhim
tad-bhinnamsams-ca jioan prakrti-
kavalitan tad vimuktams ca bhavat
bhedabheda-prakasar sakalam api
hareh sadhanar Suddha-bhaktim
sadhyam tat pritim evety upadisati
janan gauracandrah soayan sah

— 1|l he self-revealed Vedic truths

7 1|l descending from the Absolute Person
through the line of disciplic
succession are known as amnaya. They declare
that:

2. Lord Hari (the Almighty) is one without

a second.

3. He is always vested with infinite powers.

4. He 1is the nectarean ocean of all rasa.
5. The jiva-souls are His separated parts.

6. Certain jiva-souls are enthralled by
prakrti or maya, the illusory energy of the
Lord.

7. Some jiva-souls are released from the
grip of prakrti.

8. God is distinct from the jiva and the
world and again identical at all times. This is
known as the bhedabheda prakasa aspect of the

L ord. It is acintya or inconceivable, inasmuch

Saptam Gosvami

as the Divinity is adhoksaja, or beyond the
understanding of mundane senses.
9. Bhakti, or unalloyed devotion, is the only

means of attaining divine love.

10. Prema, or love for Krsna, is alone the
final object of spiritual existence.

Lord Gauracandra Himself gave these
lessons to the people of the world.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu teaches us, in the
first place, that the rational attributes of man
are not capable of approaching the divine
sphere of spirit. Yukti, or reason, is quite
incompetent in such a matter. Ruci or the
religious sentiment in man, even in a very
small degree, has the power to comprehend it.
It is inspiration alone which can give light to
spiritual matters. Inspiration coming down
from the Divine abode, through puritied and
blessed souls, has exhibited itself in the form
of the Vedas. The Vedas, together with their
explanatory notes, the Purdnas, are, therefore,
the only evidence in matters of spirit, and are
eternal in nature. Vedic truths should,
therefore, be accepted as the only truth in
higher matters. Logic and reason, if it
sincerely helps one understand the inspired
truth, may then be accepted as auxihary
evidence.

Text 2

seatah siddho vedo hari-dayita-vedhak prabhriital
pramanatm set prapteh pramifi-visayams tan-nave-vidhan
tatha-pratyaksadi-pramiti-sahita sadhayati no
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na yuktis tarkakhya pravisati tatha-Sakti-rahita I

Point one, the Vedic revelation. :

The self-accomplished axiomatic truth, i.e.
the Vedas, that is obtainable along the line of
disciplic succession through Hari’s favorites,
i.e. Lord Brahma, etc., establishes the nine
objects of proof with the help of sense
perception that follows it. Reason which
amounts to dry speculation only is not
competent to help one understand inscrutable
affairs, and as such, it cannot penetrate into
them.

Text 3

haris-tv-ekam tattoam vidhi-Siva-sureSa-pranamito

yad-evedam brahma prakrti-rahitam tat-tanu-mahah
paratma tasyamso jagad-anugato visva-janakah

sa vai radha-kanfo nava-jajada-kanti$-cid-udayah

Point two, Lord Hari is the Supreme.

The one topmost tattva (or highest entity),
is $ri Hari, Who is bowed down to by
Brahma, Siva, Indra, etc. The attributeless
non-distinct Brahman is the glow of His body. |
Paramatma, the master of the universe, who
entered into that universe, is His partial part.
He is Radha’s divine lover. His transcendental
form which is composed of all sentient bliss is
the color of a fresh rain cloud.

Textd

parikhyayah Sakter-aprthag-api sa sve mahimani
sthito jioakhyar svam acid-abhihitam tam tri-padikam
soatantrecchah Saktim sakala-visaye prerana-paro
vikaradyaih Sunyah parama-puruso "yan vijayate

Point three, He is always vested with
infinite power.

Being non-different from His inscrutable
superior energy (svariipa sakti), He remains
ever independent. That Supreme, being
eternaly, stays in His own glory, which is His
nature. He is ever dispatching His main sakti,
which is of a three-fold aspect, i.e. jfva-sakti,
cit-Sakti, and maya-sakti, to their respective
proper concerns. Simultaneously He is ever
keeping Himself intact and uniform as the
Supreme Lord without any transtormation.

Al o0l

Text 5

sa oai hladinyas-ca pranaya-vikrier-hiadana-ratas-
fatha samwic-chakti-prakatita-raho-bhiva-rasitah
taya Sri-sandhinya krta-visada-tad-dhama-nicaye
rasambhodhau magno vraja-rasa-vilisi vijayate

Point four, He is the ocean of rasa.

May Sri Krsna, who is ever immersed in
the ocean of rasa, and is the spiritual Eros of
all amorous games in Vraja be triumphant. He
exhilarates Himself and His devotees through
His hladini Sakti pleasure potency. He sports
as the chief center of all divine expressions of
love through His pure self-conscious ‘samuvit’
energy (energy of cognition). He manifests
His own form, His spiritual abode and all
spiritual entities for His eternal sports through
His energy of ‘sandhini’ (eternal expansion of
existence).

Text 6

sphulinga rddhagner-iva cid-apayo fioa-nicays

hareh suryasyevaprthag-api tad-bheda-visayah
vase maya yasya prakrii-patir-evesvara-iha

sq fieo mukio'pi prakrii-vasa-yogyah sva gunatah

Point five, The jivas are His separated
parts.

Just as sparks are to a great fire, and just as
particles of sunlight are to the sun, likewise,
the jiva-souls are simultaneously one with and
different from Sri Hari. Lord Hari is always
the master of His energies, whereas the jioa-
souls, even when in the state of liberation, are
subject to the influence of His energies
because of their infinitesimal nature.

Text 7

sparupirthair-hinan nija-sukha-parin krsna-vimukhan
harer-maya dandyan guna-nigada-jalaih kalayati
tatha sthillair-lingair-doividha-varanaih kleSa-nikarair-
mehakarmalanair-nayati patitian soarga-nirayau

Point six, Some jiva-souls are under the

influence of the deluding potency.

Those who have forgotten their real nature

through hankering after selfish enjoyment
and have turned their backs on the Supreme

$ s
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Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna, are pun-
ished by the three fold noose of ignorance of
His deluding potency. Covered over by the
double garments of gross and subtle bodies,
they are hurled down to the enigmatic
labyrinth of karma, enjoying for a while the
pleasures of heaven and suffering by turns the
terrible miseries of hell.

Text 8

yada bhramar: bhramam hari-rasa-galad-vaisnava-janam
kadacit sampasyarms-tad-anugamane syad-ruci-yutah
tada krsnaortya tyajatt Sanakair-miayika-dasan
soaripan bibhrano vimala-rasa-bhogam sa kurute

Point seven, Some jivas are released
from maya.

If, in course of his erratic sojourn, the jiva
comes in contact with a Vaisnava whose heart
has melted with the relishable ecstatic
sentiment of love for Hari, by that association
there grows in him a tasty liking for following
the ways of the Vaisnavas. Thereby he takes
up constant study of Krsna bhakti and
repetition of Krsna’s name etc. His condi-
tioned nature under the clutches of maya is
removed little by little and, gradually getting
back his own pure intrinsic nature, he
becomes competent for enjoying the pure
tastiness of the service of Lord Krsna.

Text 9

hareh Sakteh sarvam cid-acid-akhilam syat parinatir-
oioartam no satyam Sruti-mata-viruddhath kali-malam
harer-bhedabhedau Sruti-vihita-tattoanm-suvimalan
tatal premnah siddhir-bhavati nitaram nitya-visaye

Point eight, Simultaneous oneness and
difference.

Everything that exists, i.e. both spiritual
and mundane, is the transformation of the
energies of Lord Hari. Vivartavada (the
doctrine of illusion) is not true. It is the filth of
Kali-yuga, the age of hypocrisy and
controversy, and it does not conform with the
teachings of the scriptures. It is the under-
standing of acintya-bhedabheda-tattva (the
truism of simultaneous oneness and
difference) that is the immaculate truth taught

crm

in the Vedas. Thus divine love is established
as an eternal fact.

Text 10

$rutih kysnakhyanam smarane-neti-pujavidha-ganas-
tatha dasyarm saklyam paricaranam-apy-atma dadanam
navangany-etaniha vidhi-gata-bhakter-anudinar
bhajan §raddha-yuktah suvimala-ratim vai sa labhate

Point nine, bhakti as the means.

The nine-fold processes of devotional
service to Lord Hari are: 1) Hearing of the
spiritual name, form, attributes and sports of
Krsna; 2) To utter and sing all those; 3) To
meditate on and reiterate all those; 4) Service
of His holy teet; 5) Worship of the Lord; 6)
Bowing down before the Lord; 7) Doing all
that pleases Him; 8) Friendship with Lord; 9)
Surrendering everything to the Lord. One
who has great faith in these nine principles of
devotion, and who follows them every day,
will surely be blessed with pure love for

Krsna.
Text 11

svaripavasthane madhura-rasa-bhavodaya iha
oraje radha-krsna-svajana-jang-bhavar hrdi vahan
pardnande pritim jagad-atula-sampat-sukham-atho
vilasakle tattve parama-paricaryanm sa labhate

Point ten, Divine love, the topmost goal.

When a devotee attains maturity in his
devotional practices, he then realizes his
eternal nature (svariipa), which enkindles in
him a desire to render confidential services to
the divine youthful couple in Vraja under the
guidance of his divine spiritual master, Wilﬂ is
also a confidante of the divine consort of 5r1
Krsna. The ultimate perfection of his life in
this world is attained when he is blessed with
the eternal loving service in the amorous
games of the divine couple in the groves of
Vraja - a blessing which brings upon him the
unparalled treasure of divine bliss.

Text 12

prabhuh kah ko jioah Katham-idam-acid visvam-iti va
vicaryaitan arthan hari-bhajana-krc-castra-caturah
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abhedasan dkarman sakalam-aparadham parikaran Text13
harer-namanandan: pibati hari-daso hari-janaih
samsevya dasa-milant vai

Considering these points “Who is the Lord, hitvavidya-mayarm janah
what is the real nature of the jiva-souls,and bhava-pustim tathi tustim
what is this universe?” One who is adeptin the labhate sadhu-sangatal
truths of the scriptures that deal with Harr-bhajan
must shun without reserve the desire for liberation By taking recourseto theseten basic principles, a
by merging with the Lord. He must abandon the jiva can shake off his malady of avidya, orignorance.
materialistic virtue and vice of the fruitive workers, His loving sentiment is thus nourished, and he
and be freed of all aparadhas, oroffensestotheLord,  becomes fully satisfied, attaining the company of
and thus drink deep the nectarean blissof Hari's sadhus.
name in the company of Hari's own ie,, His Thus ends Srf Dasa-miia-$iksi of Srila Thakur
devotees. Bhaktivinode. @

b
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"Krsna-prema rasa should be our
desired end. We should be rasikas and
bhavukas and never become devoid of rasa.”

— Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
Sri Caitanya’s Teachings page 115
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Krsna is Bound by the Love of His Devotees

Lord Ramacandra fighting Ravana with the help of His
monkey soldiers
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A Lecture on
Srimad-Bhagavatam 9.11.20 By
His Holiness Gour Govinda Swami
May 21st 1994 in Bhubaneswar Orissa

Why Did Lord Rama Take Help of the Monkeyst

77q |||hy did Lord Ramacandra take help The Lord Relishes Fighting
“Hlifrom the monkeys to gain victory
i Ravana? He had T need, The Supreme Lord does not do anything,
because He is supreme, nobody is equal to but by His mere willing His multifarious
I—Ilﬂn, nobody is superior to Him. Tl;en wl}}' energies act. The Lord has nothing to do, na
did He take help from the monkeys? To give tasya karyam karanam ca vidyate. Whatever He
pleasure to his devotees, no other reason is does is His pastime. The Lord has no duty to
there. In the purport Srila Prabhupada says: perform to oblige anyone. Nonetheless He
appears to act to protect His devotees and kill

na tasya karyari karanari ca vidyate His enemies. Of course no one can be the
na tat-samas cabhyadhikas ca drsyate Lord’s enemy. He has said in Bhagavad-Gita
parasya saktir vividhaiva Srayate (9.29):

soabhaviki jiiana-bala-kriya ca

samo “han sarva-bhiitesu

“The Supreme Lord has nothing to do, no one na me dvesyo 'sti na priyah
1s to be found who is equal to or greater than ve bhajanti tu mari bhaktya
Him, for everything is done naturally, systematr- mayi te tesu capy aham

cally, by His multifarious energies.”
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“I am equal to everybody, nobody is dear
to me, nobody is inimical to me.” No one can
be the Lord's enemy because no one is equal
to Him, since who could be more powertul
than the Lord? There is no question of any-
body being His enemy, but when the Lord
wants to take pleasure in pastimes, He comes
down to this material world and acts hke a
human being and thus shows His wonderful
glorious activities to please the devotees.” To
relish His pastimes, He displays His wonder-
ful will. “T will fight, I want to enjoy raudra
rasa, the mellow of anger. The Lord wants to

Krsm Iﬁ rasfka
s&k&ra, the supreme
relisher of rasa, to reltsh ;“
 the pure prema rasa, t'??f: ;i %;
_loving meliow of His
 premi makta,' He be-
:fs_cames bound up wrth
theropeoflove. ]

enjoy fighting but who will fight with Him?
Nobody is superior to Him. If the opponent is
not equally powertful, there will be no happi-
ness in fighting. The Lord wants to relish
raudra rasa by fighting, so by His wonderful
will His own devotees come down here as
raksasas, demons, and act as enermnies to the
Lord and fight with Him. This Hiranyaksa,
Hiranyakasipt, their second incarmation is
Ravana and Kumbhakarna. They were the
two brothers Jaya and Vijaya. They fell down
here, and acted as demons for three lives.
They fought with the Lord,thereby the Lord
got pleasure, relishing the mellow of raudra
rasa, simultaneously the devotees are also
pleased - it is reciprocal. There is no question
of ones being His enemy. But when the Lord
wants to take pleasure in pastimes He comes
down to this material world and acts like a
human being, thus showing His wonderful
glorious activities to please the devotees. His
devotees always want to see the Lord victori-
ous in various activities, and therefore to
please Himself and them the Lord sometimes
agrees to act as a human being and perform

wonderful, uncommon pastimes. Otherwise
He has nothing to do here, no need of coming

down here.

The Unconquerable Lord
Becomes Bouno Up

This is most important: bhakta vatsala
bhagavan, the Lord is affectionate to His
devotees. Who can make the Lord submit
unto him, He is Superior, asamordhva tattva,
nobody is equal to Him or superior to Him.
How can one make the Lord submit to him?
No, but, bhakta vatsala bhagavan, He is very
dear to His devotees, His devotees are very

dear to Him. He has said:

sada mukto “pi baddho “smi
bhaktena sneha rajubhih
ajito ‘pi jito ahari
tairavasyo “pi vast krtarm
(Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya)

“Though I am eternally free, independent,
still I become bound up with the rope of love
of my devotees.” He Who is eternally free,
unbound, independent, where is the question
of bondage for Him? No question, but sada
mukto “pi baddho ‘smi bhaktena sneha rajubhih. 1
sometimes become bound up with the rope of
love of my devotee, that is bhakta vatsala. Ajito
‘pi jito ayam tairavaso “pi vasi krtar, He is
unconquerable, gjita, nobody can conquer
Him, but sometimes e becomes conquered
by His devotee because He is bhakta vatsala.
Congquer Him! This is a question of love,
prema rasa. Bhagavan Krsna accepted bhakia
bhava, the mood of a devotee. He came as
Caifanya Mahaprabhu, and He gave love of
God. e is prema Purusottama, the tnpmnst
person who gives Krsna prema. He gives
prema, love, freely, indiscriminately, o one and
all. With that same prema He becomes bound
up. That prema he gives, and with that love,
the premi bhakta, binds Lord Hari in his heart.
Therefore such a premi bhakta always sees
Lord Hari, Krsna, in his heart, within and
without. He never even for a moment forgets
Krsna, and never for a moment is he out of

sight of Krsna.
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Krsna is Bound by the Love of His Deootees

yo marit pasyati saroatrd
sarvan ca mayi pasyati
tasyahar na pranasyani
sa ca me na pranasyat

“For one who sees Me everywhere and sees
everything in Me, I am never lost, nor 1s he
ever lost to Me.”

(Bg. 6.30)

In Bhagavad-gitd Krsna says this. This is
complete Krsna consciousness. One who sees
me everywhere and sees everything in Me, he
is not out of My sight, I am not out of His
sight. Such a premi bhakta, who has developed
prema, he sees Krsna everywhere, he sees
Krsna within, in his heart, and outside.

bhakta ama preme bandiyache hrdaya-bhitare
yahan netra pade tahan dekhaye amare

”A highly elevated devotee can bind Me,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, in his
heart by love. Wherever he looks, he sees Me
and nothing else.”

(Cc. Madhya 25.127)

This is prema, so such a premi bhakta is
always with Krsna, he is never out of sight of
Krsna and Krsna is never out of his sight.
Although Krsna is the Supreme svarat purusa,
supremely independent, still He is bound up
with the love of Krsna, from the bhakta devo-
tee. Although supremely independent, He is
dependent on His devotee. He says “I have no
independence.” In the 9th Canto He says to
Durvasa Munu:

ahar bhakta-paradhino
hy asvatantra iva dvija
sadhubhir grasta-hrdayo
bhaktair bhakta-jana-priyah
(Bhag. 9.4.63)

"O brahmana dvija, Durvasa, I have no inde-
pendence, I am dependent on my devotee.”
Yes, sadhubhir grasta-hrdayo bhaktair, “That
sadhu bhakta has occupied my heart.” Krsna is
rasika sekara, the supreme relisher of rasa, to
relish the pure prema rasa, the loving mellow
of His premi bhakta, He becomes bound up
with the rope of love. That is His nature, He 1s

very greedy for that relishment of loving
mellow, that is His nature. Simultaneously He
becomes bound up in the heart of each and
every premi bhakia, that is bhakia vatsala. This is
the activity or play of hladini sakti, the Lord’s
pleasure potency. The activity and play of
hladini sakti is prema. With that prema the
Supreme Lord Krsna becomes bound up, this
is the dharma or nature of prema, and this
dharma of prema is very wondertful, very

excellent.

krsnere nacaya premd, bhaktere nacaya
apane nacaye,—iine nice eka-thati

“Ecstatic love of Krsna makes Krsna and
His devotees dance, it also dances personally.
In this way all three dance together in one

place.”
(Cc. Antya 18.18)

Krsna Relishes Being
Defeated by His Devotees

Prema itself dances and makes the devotee
dance, makes Krsna dance. Simultaneously,
all three dance, prema, the bhakta, and Krsna.
The heart of such a premi bhakta is Vrndavana.
That is the place where Krsna always bliss-
fully remains. He never leaves the heart. That
Vrndavana is the heart of a premi bhakta. The
Lord is always eager to give happiness to His
devotees, His premi bhaktas. Not only that,
Krsna even takes the remnants of His premi
bhakias. He snatches away the morsel of food
from the cowherd boys, this is bhakta vatsala,
therefore He becomes submitted to the premi
bhaktas. Both bhakta and Bhagavan dance
together with love, and Krsna becomes bound
up with the rope of love. Though all powertul,
almighty, He cannot break that bondage. He
says na paraye, “1 cannot repay the love of My
pure devotees, it is beyond my capacity.” This
is bhakta vatsala. In Caitanya Bhagavat, akincana
bhakta, Kolavecha Sridhar offers prayers:

bhaktiyoge bhisma toma jinila samare
bhaktiyoge yasodaya bandila tomare

bhaktiyoge tomare becila satyabhama
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bhaktibase tumi kandhe kaila goparama

ananta bramanda-koti bahe yare mane
sei tumi sridama-gopa bahila apane
(Caitanya Bhagavat Madhya 9. 212 - 214)

In pure bhakti yoga Bhisma conquered
Krsna on the battlefield of Kuruksetra.
Although Krsna is unconquerable, still
such a premi bhakta conquers Him. Krsna
accepts deteat, that is His pleasure, that
His bhakta defeats Him, conquers Him.
This is pure bhakti, bhaktivoge yasodiaya
bandila tomare. Mother Yasoda bound up
Krsna with pure bhakti. Who can bind up
Krsna, the Supreme Lord? Nobody can
bind him, isn’t it? To relish that bhakti, the
loving mellow, especially Yasoda’s vatsalya
rasa, Her parental mellow, that is His
pastime. He manifests such pastimes just
to give pleasure to His devotee and He
Himself gets pleasure out of it, He relishes
that mellow.

The Butten Thief

Krsna in His childhood pastimes, two
years old, three years old, He goes to the
houses of the gopis and steals makhana,
butter. He’s the Supreme Thief. The gopis also
get delight, feeding and giving mikhana to
Gopala. They come to Yasoda and make
complaints against Gopala: “Yasoda, your son
Gopala is coming fo our house and stealing
all our makhana,” This is wonderful, they get
delight in feeding Gopala mikhana, and then,
coming to Yasoda, they lodge complaints
against Him. Yasoda becomes angry, such a
wonderful pastime.

She says, “Gopala! Have You been eating
miakhana?” Krsna says, “O ma, mayid maine hi
makhan kaya. Mother I have not eaten
makhana.” Two year old boy in broken lan-
guage says, "Maya maine hi makhan kaya.
Mother I have not eaten mikhan.” Mother
becomes more angry; “Yes, makhana is there
on Your mouth. Are You telling lies? Makhana
is there, why are you telling lies?! “

Then Gopala says, “Mother, they have

smeared makhana on my mouth.”

The Supreme Thief

Why the Lord Steals

Deo you think Gopala is telling a lie? No,
He never tells lies, He speaks the truth, but
His trick is, how He speaks, maya maine hi
makhan kaya, “Mother I have eaten makhan.”
He speaks in such a way that it reflects in two
ways, positive, and negative. He is very, very
tricky fellow, Gopala. He knows how to speak
m such a way. We cannot understand it, we
will commit a mistake. There is no fault with
Gopala. He is Visvambhara, who maintains
the whole universe, who supplies food to all
living entities in the whole universe. He is not
attached to anything. Everything is His
property. He is the only proprietor. I$aoasyam
1dam sarvam, everything belongs to iS4, the
Supreme Lord. Everything is His property. So
why would He go to some other house and
steal? Because this is such a pleasurable 7z
for His dear devotees. He gains pleasure and
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the devotees get pleasure out of it, it is so
wonderful. When Gopala goes to the house of
some gopi, they like Gopala very much and
they feed Him, “Take this makhana.” So it is
not amazing that makhana is smeared over His
mouth. Gopala’s face, a black face, with white
mikhana on it, looks so nice. When the gopis
see such wonderful beauty, a black face with
white makhana, they become very much
delighted. And whenever Gopala gets the
opportunity he steals. He is a child, two year,
three year old child. His nature is naturally
fickle. He has some wickedness in Him. When
mother rebukes, scolds Gopala, some days
then He doesn’t go to the houses of the gopis.
When Gopala doesn’t come, when the gopis
can’t have the darsana of Gopala, they feel
very distressed, “O why is Gopala is not
coming, why He is not coming.” They go to
the house of mother Yasoda and mnquire:
“Why isn’t Gopala coming to our house, is He
okay? Is He okay?”

Why Krishna
Fed the Monkeys

Mother Yasoda says to Gopala, “Your
intelligence, your play, your activities, all
these are like that of the monkeys. And You
are with so many monkeys. Gopala, are You
not afraid, surrounded by so many mon-
keys?” He took help from the monkeys when
He was Lord Rama.

Gopala says: “Ma, mother, these monkeys
had helped Lord Rama. Rama was goimng to
conquer Lanka, and kill Ravana. At that time
these monkeys had undergone severe tribula-
tions, suffering, suffering, suffering. Lord
Rama was wandering in the forest. He had no
good food to give them. He had nothing. He
was wandering in the forest, what good food
could He give them? These monkeys had
undergone much suffering at that time.
Sometimes they couldn’t get anything at all to
eat. They may be jumping from one branch to
another to get some fruit, or they may not get
anything at all that day, so they had to fast.
Now see, mother, how they are stretching out
their hands, begging for miakhana, 'Give us,
give us, give us, mikhana,” with so much

delight they are eating.” This is such wonder-
ful lila, sweet lila. Thereby the Supreme Lord
makes His bhaktas, devotees drown in this
ocean of happiness, joyfulness and pleasure.
Yasodamata, due to her parental love,
vatsalya rasa, she has forgotten that Krsna 1s
Bhagavan. She thinks, “My son, my son.”
Always thinking how everything will be
auspicious for her son, how her son will be
happy, only these thoughts. Yasodamata, by
the activity of yoga-maya, has forgotten all
these things and thinks: “My son, my son.”

trayyd copanisadbhis ca
sankhya-yogais ca satvataih
upagiyamana mahatmyarn
harim samanyatatmajam
(Bhag. 10.8.45)

“The glories of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead are studied throughout the three
Vedas, the Upanisadas the literature of
sankhya yoga, and other Vaisnava literature.
Yet mother Yasoda considered that Supreme
Person her ordinary child.”

Samanyatatmajan, in the three Vedas whose
glories are sung. Copanisadbhis, who is glori-
fied in all the Upanisadas. Trayya copanisadbhis
ca sankhya-yogais ca satvataih. Those who are
sankhya yogis, they engage in analytical dis-
cussion on Him. Those who are devotees offer
prayers to the Supreme Lord Krsna. But
Mother Yasoda says, “He is my son, He 1s my
son.” Samanyatatmajam. This is pure vaisalya
rasa.

The Great Thief

It is natural that children have this nature
of stealing, so in His childhood days Krsna
has stolen makhana. When He grows up, in His
pauganda lild, between ten and twelve years of
old, He steals the garments of the damsels of
Vraja. He is the Supreme thief, caura-graganya.
(See the translation of the song
Cauragraganya Purusastakam in the
Bhajanamrta section of this issue). He may
steal you, only you are not worthy of stealing.
If you develop prema bhakti, he'll steal you,
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then you’ll be worthy of stealing. If you
prepare yourself, develop pure prema bhakii,
then Krsna will steal your heart. So during
His childhood days He stole the makhana from
the houses of the gopis. In His pauganda age
he stole the garments of the damsels of
Vrajabhiimi. And when He grows up a little
bit, kaisorakal, His boyhood days, from eleven
to thirteen, he steals the hearts of the gopis. As
Isvara, as the Supreme Lord, He also steals
the pdpa tapa, the sin and afflictions of the
bhaktas. He is such a thief, the supreme thief.
As Gopala grows up, His wickedness also
increases, and every day mother Yadoda is
getting complaints, “Your son Gopala steals,
steals, steals.” So mother Yasoda is angry
now, she is completely disgusted. Mother
Yasoda thought very deeply, “Why is my son
stealing? I have enough makhana in my house,
why is He stealing from other's houses? There
is no scarcity in our house. We have plenty.”
She thought, “O, I have engaged the maidser-
vants to churn the yoghurt to make makhana. 1
have not done it with my own hands there-
tfore, Gopala doesn't like it. So He goes to
others houses and steals. From today I'll do it
with my own hands.” So with her own hands
she milked the best cows available, and she
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churned the yoghurt with her own hands and
prepared miakhana. Very early in the morning,
she woke up and engaged in churning
makhana for Gopala. With her mouth she is
singing the glories of Gopala. While her
hands are churning yoghurt, the bangles on
her hand are producing a tinkling sound
“roonjoon, roonjoon, roonjoon, roonjoon.”
Gopala was sleeping, he woke up and found
mother is not there, and cried, “Ma, ma, ma,
ma, ma.”

Yasoda said, “Gopala, I'm here. I'm churn-
ing yoghurt, preparing makhana for you.
Come here;” Gopala went there and got up
onto the lap of mother Yasoda and started
sucking her breast. At this time, at a distance,
mother had put a big pot of milk vn the stove
and the milk was boiling, it began to swell up
and pour out onto the ground. Mother Yasoda
noticed it, so immediately she stood up, put
Gopala on the ground, and ran to take the pot
off the stove. Gopala was sucking her breast,
he was not satisfied. So he took a piece of
stone and threw it at the pot of yoghurt. The
pot was broken to pieces, all the yoghurt
poured out onto the ground. Gopala was
angry, crying and crying. He went to another
house and started stealing mikhana. Standing
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up on a grinding mortar, stealing the butter
that was hanging on a swing.

Mother Yasoda, the Last
Limi¢ of Parental Rasa

Mother Yadoda with her body, mind and
speech, day and night twenty-four hours is
engaged in the loving service of Krsna. No
other thought is there in her. She is engaged in
churning yoghurt, her mouth singing the

glories of Krsna, and in her mind she is
thinking of Krsna. This is the last limit of
vdtsalya rasa, parental love. She is the mother
of whole universe, nikhila visvara mata svariipa.
Mother Yasoda, whose son is Lord Krsna, she
possesses such pure vatsalya rasa, parental
love, mother's love, in order to save the pot of
milk from pouring over, she went there,
putting the child Krsna on the ground. Is it
cruel on her part? It’s not cruelty. No, no.
Krsna is sevya. Yasoda is sevaka. Mother
Yasoda is the servant, Krsna is to be served.
Bhakta and Bhagavan, such a premi bhakta, day
and night, twenty four hours engaged in
loving service in varieties of ways. He wants
to serve Krsna and give Him all pleasure.
Krsna arthe akhila cesthitam, mother Yasoda’s
heart is completely filled with putra sneha, a
loving attitude towards her son. Always
thinking how to obtain all auspiciousness,

pleasure, and happiness for Krsna, Gopala.
Where is the cruelty? It is not cruelty, some-
times such a thing happens, but it is for the
service of Krsna that it is rendered. This is
such a loving attitude, there is no cruelty.

In this /il you’ll find there is lilananda, the
Lord relishing the mellow of His sweet /ild.
And the bhaktas, are experiencing premananda
getting pleasure rendering such loving service
unto Krsna. Two types of ananda - the Lord’s
lilananda and the bhakta’s premananda, com-
bined together, create apurva paramananda,
unprecedented, supreme ananda. Both the
Lord and the devotee, Bhagavan and bhakta,
they both become merged, drowned, in such
an ocean of dnanda, no one can describe it with
language, for it is indescribable. Raso vai sah,
He is the reservoir of all rasz, mellow. He 1s
rasa Himself. He is rasika, He relishes. He is
the relisher and He is also to be relished,
asvadya. He gives opportunity to His prem
bhaktas to relish such mellow.

When she took off that pot of milk from
the stove, Mother Yasoda returned and saw
the big pot of yoghurt completely broken to
pieces. All the yoghurt is poured out on the
ground. Gopala is not there. Where is Gopala?
Gopala has gone out to another house. On the
floor the footprints are there, Mother Yasoda
tracing the footprints went there and saw,
"Ah, Gopala is now standing on a grinding
mortar and stealing makhana from the swing."
And iri the house many, many monkeys are
there. The house is filled with monkeys, and
they are all eating makhana. Gopala is giving
makhana to them, the monkeys are stretching
out their hands and eating. So much makhana
has fallen onto the floor that the whole floor is
looking white.

Mother Yasoda is very angry. She has
taken up a cane in her hand. Stealthily,
stealthily, she went into the room, and just
stood behind Gopala. The monkeys see
Mother Yasoda with cane in hand, and imme-
diately they jump down and run out the door.
Gopala looks back,” O, mother is there with
cane in hand and it looks like she is in a very
grave, angry mood!” The monkeys ran away
and Gopala was left standing on the grinding
mortar. He also jumped down, and tried to
get out of the room, but mother is very angry.
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Mother will not spare Him today.

Mother is thinking, “I must bind Him
today, I must bind Him. I won’t spare Him
today.” The Supreme Lord He is antaryami,
the Supersoul. He knows what will happen.
Mother decided, “I'll bind Him today, I'll not
spare Him.” Thinking this, Mother Yasoda ran
after Gopala with a rope to tie Him up. At this
time Gopala manifested some aisvarya, opu-
lence. He decided, I'll not be caught by
mother. She will run behind me and I will run,
but I'll not be caught. That is aisvarya. So
Gopala is running, not running straight,
moving like a snake, running in a zigzag way.
Mother Ya$oda is a bit of a fat lady, a bit fatty.
Mother Yasoda is running behind Gopala, but
can’'t catch Him. Now mother is tired, breath-
ing heavily, and the flower
garland of karabhira tlowers,
which was there on her braid
has fallen down on the
ground. Her hair is now all
scattered, she is very tired.
Gopala is moving in a zigzag
way like a snake. Mother is
running behind Him, but
can't catch Him. At last,
mother’s eye fell on the
reddish lotus feet of Gopala.
That is the object of medita-
tion of the devotees, the
reddish lotus feet of the
Lord. “O, such soft feet. If
some thorn will be pricked
into such soft feet, Gopala
will get so much pain.”
Mother Yasoda is thinking
like this. With this thought,
mother became morose. When the devotees
vision is fixed at the reddish lotis feet of the
Lord, the Lord becomes captured. Then
Gopala thought, "Now I'll be caught. Mother
is very tired, so I'll allow her to catch Me." In
this way, Mother Yasoda caught Him.

She’s very angry today. Gopala has put her
mto so much anxiety,”Every day so many
complaints of stealing, and He has broken this
big pot of yoghurt, then giving all the makhana
to the monkeys, and making me so tired. He
has vexed me in so many ways, this little
baby.” Mother is very angry now, with her

H. H. Gour Govinda Swami

right hand she’s holding a cane, and with her
left hand she has caught Gopala.

The Wonodenrful Form
of the Lonro

In Damodarastaka Satyavrata Muni has

written of this lila, describing that form of
Damodara:

namamisvaram sad-cid-ananda-rizpar

lasat-kundalam gokule bhrajamanam

vasodd-bhiyolitkhalad dhavamanar
paramrstam atyantate drutya gopya

Such a nice pastime in Gokula, at the time
of stealing mikhana. Mother Yasoda is trying
to catch Him, Gopala is
running, and Mother Yasoda
is running behind Him.
Gopala is running very
swiftly in a zigzag way.
Mother Yasoda is running
behind Him, drutya gopya,
and at last caught Him. Such
a form, such a picture. One
whose rasa is vatsalya rasa,
parental, such a bhakta may
think “O, I want to see this
form. Gopala is running,
Mother Yasoda is running
behind Him. At last she
catches Him and Gopala 1s
crying. Such a picture!

Mother is very angry.
Seeing her in this mood,
Gopala starts crying. The
earrings on His two ears are shaking because
of His heavy breathing. His chest is moving
up and down, and with two palms He’s
rubbing his eyes.There is this black ointrnent
mother has put on His eyes. This black oint-
ment and His black face smeared over the
palms of His hands, red palms, and a black
face, such a form! Such a wonderful form has
appeared now. Satyavrata Muni in
Damodarastaka has written:

rudantam muhur netra-yugman myjantari
karambhoja-yugmena satanka-netram
munhuhsvisa-kampa-trirekhanka-kant ha-
sthita-graivan damodarari bhakti-baddham
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Crying, with his two lotus palms rubbing
his eyes. Satanka-netram with fearful eyes.
Muhuhsvasa-kampa, breathing heavily. Trirekha,
three lines on the neck. And the chest moving
up and down. This is His form, a wondertul
form, this is vatsalya-rasa.

Mother Yasoda is standing there angry
with a cane in her hand. Gopala is crying and
says, “Mother, why are you taking that cane?
Throw it out.” Mother laughed and said, "Yes,
no need of cane now, I have bound Him up.”
So Mother Yasoda threw out the cane
bhayanam bhayankara, the Supreme Lord, who
1s fearful to all demons, now out of fear He’s
crying, seeing the cane in His mother's hand.
When Mother Yasoda dropped the cane
Gopala looks at His friends and laughs. Then
Mother Yasoda says, “O Gopala You are very
much frightened, You are crying. Gopala,
looking at His friends laughs, then looking at
Mother Yasoda He cries. Gopala suppressed
His laughing, because if mother Yadoda see's
His laugh the il would be spoiled.

While this is
taking place,
Gopala crying,
mother angry,
Gopala i1s caught
up and bound,
some cowherd
men and women,
gopis, and some
cowherd boys
came. The young
girls, seeing the
pitiable condition
of Mother
Yasoda, how she
looks fatigued,
they look at each
other and smile. The grown up women, they
are saying, “O Yasoda, why are you so angry?
Gopala is just a young child, release Him,
release Him. Don’t bind Him."

Sakhya Rasa

The friends of Gopala, Sridama,
Madhumangala, Subala and others, they're
standing at a distance. They cannot come near
vecause mother is very angry. They get so
much pain in their heart, “O, our friend is in

bondage. How can we release Him?” This is
sakhya-rasa. Their dear friend is in bondage.
Mother has bound Him up to the wooden
grinding mortar. They dare not come near
because mother is very angry today. But they
are always thinking how to release their
friend. Standing at a distance, when Gopala
looks at His friends, they give a sign, and
whisper, “Kanu, [another name for Krsnal
Kanu, crawl down, crawl down, crawl
down,”. This is sakhya-rasa, they teel such
compassion for their friend, they think, "How
will our friend be released?!" Such a wonder-
tul, wonderful mellow. The Supreme Lord,
who cuts the material bondage of everybody,
He’s in bondage! His friends, feeling such
pain in their hearts think, “How will our
Kanu be released? He is our friend, bundhu-
jana.” They never think He is Bhagavan. This
is such pure rasa, pure mellow. Looking at His
friends Gopala smiles, looking at mother He
cries.

Then Gopala crawled down to the court-
yard. He went
between the two
Arjuna trees. The
grinding mortar
was rolling and it
got stuck there
sideways. Then
the two Arjuna
trees were up-
rooted with a
great sound.
They tell down
with a great
crash. Hearing
this everyone
came running.
Mother Yasoda,
Nanda Maharaja, many cowherd men, the
gopis, ladies, they all came running. Everyone
came, saying, “What happened, what hap-
pened?” The cowherd boys spoke up, “We are
eyewitnesses Mother Yasoda bound Him to a
wooden grinding mortar. Kanu crawled down
and these two trees were uprooted.” Nanda
Maharaja then released Krsna. Krsna’s friends
are now very happy, now that Krsna is re-
leased.

When these two Arjuna trees were up-
rooted with such a great sound, everyone

Sri Krishna Kathamrita page 27



Krsna is Bound by the Looe of His Devotees

came. Then Mother Yasoda said, “What
happened to my Gopala, what happened?
Two trees have fallen, what happened, what
happened?” Now Mother Yasoda is crying,
crying, “Where is my Gopala, where is my
Gopala?” Nanda Maharaja came and released
Gopala from His bondage. Mother Yasoda
immediately picked Him up onto Her lap and
went inside the room. Then Gopala started
sucking the breast of His mother. This is
madhurya 1ild, such sweet, beautiful /ilz,
vatsalya-rasa. Some opulence is there, but it is
hidden.

Gopala says, “Mother, what happened to
you? Why are you crying?” Now there are
tears in the eyes of Mother Yasoda. That is
premasru, tears of love. She was thinking, “O,
why did I bind Gopala, why did I bind
Gopala?” She is lamenting and shedding
tears. Gopala says, “Mother, what happened
to you? Early in the morning you made Me
cry, isn't it? I was sucking your breast, you
put Me on the grmmd, then you went out,
and you made Me cry. Now I made you cry,
you are crying now.” She is crying, and
Gopala is laughing. Now Gopala is on the lap
of His mother, sucking her breast with much
satisfaction. Taking His little hand, He is
moving it on the face of Mother Yasoda. Tears
are there in the eyes of the mother. As if
giving consolation to His mother the Lord
gives blessings to His devotee. Premisru, there
are tears of love in the eyes of mother. She is
thinking, “I am such a rascal, I bound up my
Gopala. Why did I bind up my Gopala?” She
is thinking like this, and shedding tears of
love. Such nice lila. This is bhaktivase, $udha
bhave sakha kore skandhe arohana, sudha bhave
vrajesvari kore no bandhana, this is Sudha-bhava
pure vaisalya-rasu. Vrajesvari, Mother Yasoda,
binds Gopala. Otherwise who can bind Him?

ananta brahmanda koti bahe jare mane

-

“In pure sakhya-rasa, Krsna carries Sridama
on his 5huuli:iers. They play. Sometimes Krsna
is defeated, Sridama wins. Krsna carries
Sridama on his shoulders and runs around.”

(Caitanya-Bhagavat Madhya 9.214)

No Need of a Bell

je-se dravya sevakera sarvabhare khiaya
natveddhyadi vidhira o apeksa nahi caya

alpa dravya daseo na dile bale khiya
ta'ra saksi brahmanera khuda doarakaya
(Caitanya-Bhagavat Madhya 23.461-462)

This is pure love. In order to show affection
to his devotees, Krsna sometimes snatches the
morsel of food from the mouth of the devotee.
Like He snatches the morsel of food away
from the mouths of the cowherd boys. This is
done out of love. When the pure devotee
offers something, immediately Krsna accepts.
No need of ringing a bell. Chanting mantras,
only pure love. All these vidhis, scriptural
riiles, are not needed. That is vaidhi [one
process of bhakti, wherein one follows various
rules and regulations] But when the devotees
offer to Him with love, then there is no need
of rituals. Krsna snatches away their offerings.
Even if the devotees are not giving it, He
snatches it away. The example is there of
Sudama vipra, the poor brahmana. He went to
Dvaraka to see Krsna. He was very poor, he
had nothing in his house. But he wanted to
take something to Krsna. He couldn’t find
anything to take. Finally, from a neighbor's
house his wife brought some very old
chipped rice with a bad odor coming out. He
bound it in his tattered clothes and took it
with him. When he arrived in Dvaraka, where
Krsna is King, he found so much opulence
there. Seeing all the opulence he felt ashamed.
He thought, “What have I brought? My friend
has so much luxury. This is so insignificant,
how can I offer it to my friend Krsna?” So he
put it under his arm pit. Krsna knows every-
thing though. He asked Sudama,

kim upayanam anitam
brahman me bhavata grit
anv apy upidhrtam bhakiaih
premnd bhiiry eva me bhavet
bhiiry apy abhaktopahrtam
na me tosaya kalpate
(Bhag. 10.81.3)

Krsna said, “O My friend, O Brahmana
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Sudama, you have brought something for Me.
What have you brought? Why are you not
giving it to me? If it is very insignificant, still
it is very great to Me, because it is soaked
with a loving mellow. 1 only accept such a
loving mellow nothing else. One who is
abhakta, not my devotee, even if he offers me
so many things, in a big amount like a Hima-
layan mountain, still I will never accept it. I
accept the loving mellow. Even if my devotee
offers a very insignificant thing, if it is done
with love and devotion, then it means so
much to me. So what have you brought for
me? Why are you not giving?”

Sudama was feeling ashamed and put the
rice under his armpit. Perspiration is there, it
1s very old, tattered chipped rice, now soaked
with perspiration. If you taste it you'll find,
"0, paa, paa, bad odor coming.” But Krena
snatched it. Sudama was not giving it, so
Krsna snatched it, and took one handful, “O
very nice, so sweet.” If we would taste it we
would say, “O paa, paa, salty, not good.” But
Krsna said, O, so sweet, so nice.” He took
one handful, and when He was about to take
another handful, Rukmini devi who is
Laksmi, the Goddess of Fortune, caught hold
of Krsna's hand, saying, “This is enough, this

18 Ennugh.”

iti mustiri sakrj jagdhva
dvittyam jagdhum adade
tavac chrir jagrhe hastari
tat-pard paramesthinal
(Bhig. 10.81.10)

When Krsna was going to take the second
handful, Rukmini devi caught hold of Him
and said, “This is enough. Now I have to go
and serve him. Taking this second handful, do
you think that you'll hand me over to him?
This is enough.”

This is pure loving mellow, alpa dravya
daseo na dile bale khaya. Sudama felt ashamed,
thinking, “How can I offer such a thing, it’s
very insignificant Krsna has so much opu-
lence.” But Krsna snatched it away because it
was offered out of love.

I'm Very Hangny.
Give Me Fooo!

alpa dravya daseo na dile bale khaya
ta'ra saksi brahmanera khuda dvarakaya

absesa sevakere kare atmasata
tara sakhi banbase sudisthira saka
(Caitanya-Bhagavat Madhya lila 23.462-463)

Once Yudhisthira Maharaja, his brothers,
and his wite Draupadi were staying in the
forest. Duryodhana sent Durvasa Muni in the
afternoon to visit the Pandavas. “No food is
there to feed him, Durvasa will get angry,
curse them, and they’ll all burn to ashes.”
With that evil thought Duryodhana sent him.
But Krsna raksyati. The Pandavas are very
dear devotees of Krsna. Who can harm them?
So Krsna came. There was a problem for
Draupadi, no food is there, how could she
teed the guests? Durvasa had come with
thousands of disciples. “Who can save me
from this danger?” She thought, only Krsna.
So she called Krsna, and Krsna came running
from a dlﬁtﬂnCE 5huuhng, Draupadi
Draupadi, Draupadi, I am very hungry. I am
very hungry. Give me food!” Draupadi said,
“Please listen.” But Krsna said, “No, first give
Me food, then I'll listen.” Draupadi replied,
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“That’s my problem, there is no food.” Krsna
said, “No, there must be some food. Check the

cooking pots. There must be sorme food
there.”

That day Draupadi had cooked some §ak,
spinach. One tiny leaf was still there stuck to
the brim. At the time of washing it had not
come out. Krsna said, "O, yes. There 1s some-
thing here.” He took the one tiny leaf and ate

it with much pleasure. “O, you gave me so
much food my stomach is heavy now.” This 1s
only love and nothing else.

Krishna Belongs €o His
Premi-bhakta

sevaka krsunera pita; mata, patni bhai
dasa bahi krsnera dvitiya ara nahi

“The premi bhakta is Lord Krsna’s father,
mother, wife, and brother. Lord Krsna does
not consider His pure devotee at all different
from His own self.”

(Caitanya-Bhigavat Madhya 23.464)

jertipa cintye dase sehi riipa haya
dase krsne koribare paraye vikrya

“The form His dear devotee desires to see,
Krsna appears before him in that form. He
gives His devotees the power to sell Him to
others.”

(Caitanya-Bhagavat Madhya 23.465)

krsna se tomara, krsua dite paro
tomara $akati dche
ami to’ kangala ‘krsna’ krsna’ boli
dhii tava pache pache

“O venerable Vaisnava, Krsna is yours.
You have the power to give Him to me. I am
simply running behind you shouting, ‘Krsna!
Krsna!”

(Ohe! Vaisnava Thakura, from Bhaktivinoda
Thakura’s Saranigati) '

Such a premi-bhakta, who has bound up
Krsna with the rope of love in his heart, Krsna
belongs to him. Only he can give Krsna. Who
can give Krsna? Only one who has gotten
Krsna. Otherwise, who can give if he has not
gotten. Can he give? No, dase krsna koribare,
only such a dasa, such a servant, a premi-bhakta
can give Krsna, nobody else.

sevaka vatsala prabhu’ cari vede gaya
sevakera sthane kysna prakase sadaya
(Caitanya-Bhagavat Madhya 23.466)

So in the four Vedas it is sung that sevaka
vatsala, Krsna, the Supreme Lord, is very dear
to His devotees. He is bhakta-vatsala. Krsna
manifests Himself before such premi-bhaktas.
He is always with them.

These are such loving pastimes. They are
wonderful, very excellent, and inconceivable.
Both Bhagavan and bhakta get pleasure. Krsna
is pritira-visaya, the object of love, whereas the
premi-bhakta is pritira-dsraya, the abode of love.
So Bhagavan, being the object of the asraya,
cannot understand what relishment, what
pleasure the bhakta gets. The relishment,
happiness the bhakta gets, that is called asraya
jatiya happiness. Krsna cannot understand it
because this is the dsraya category. Krsna is of
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the visaya category. This is the specific lan- ness? What is his distress? What is his mood?
guage. Krsna cannot understand it. In order to under-
stand it Krsna accepts the mood of a bhakia
bhakta premdra yata dasa, ye gati prakdra and comes here to relish it. So Krsna, accept-
vata duhkha, yata sukha, yateka vikara ing the mood of a bhakta, comes as Gauranga
Mahaprabhu, bhakta-riipa, in order to relish
krsna taha samyak na pare janite this bhakti-rasa, asraya jativa rasa, the mellow of
bhakta-bhava angikare taha asvadite the asraya category. This is such wonderful
(Ce. Antya 18.16-17) 14, Thank you very much,

Srila Prabhupadji Maharaja ki jaya!
In Caitanya-caritamrta Krsnadasa Kaviraja ~ Bhagavata-kathamria ki jaya!
Gosvami writes in this way. What is the Samiveta bhakta-vrnda ki jaya!
condition of a premi-bhakta? What is his happi-  Gaura-premanande Hari Hari-bol! @
¥

Bhaktwedanta _Bhasya _Sr'_la _Prabhupﬁda s Purports

Krsna s Naugmy Chtldhaa& Actmties

TE){T [1'119 a!derly gopls mnpiam ta moihar Yaéadﬁ; _____

~ “Our dear friend Yasoda, your son sometimes comes to our houaea hetnm the. 5,: -'
i rnilking uf the wws and reheaﬁes the ualves, am:! an tha maater of the huuae
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Meditations on Gopala

By His Grace Caitanya Candra dasa

£ X 71l o more than a little boy, He is nonetheless worshipped

i by the whole world. His body is dark, the color of a
e "}| fresh rain cloud, still there is no one that is nol
Q attracted to Him. The mischievous smile that plays on His lips

evokes flashes of emotion in the minds of one and all. The flute pressed to

His lotus lips emanates waves of music that electrify the hearts of the young

maidens, like sparks of lightning. The soft flowing yellow cloth that adorns His
hips, the peacock feather on His head, and the forest flower garland draped
around His neck, enchant everyone, young and old alike. The one desire in
everyone’s heart is to extend their arms, embrace Him and make Him their own.
One yearns to surrender all - body, mind, speech, even life itself at His lotus teet. O,
how fortunate are those whose son He is. The young girl longs to make Him her life
long companion, while the old lady wonders whether He would spend even a little
time with her. Despite this the observant eye cannot but see that this boy is in fact
crooked; His body is bent in three places, but strangely enough He is not the least bit ugly.

The neighbors are a little unsettled, since even as a child He has been known to steal, in fact
in His village there is not a house from which He has not stolen. A king's son and a thief, how
shameful. He even went to the extent of stealing the clothes of the young girls from the bathing
ghat. If one complains however, with not the slightest sign of remorse, he will just flash His
ever mischievous smile and quietly slip away, playing His tlute.

Why is it that the mind does not even think of reprimanding Him for such behavior? One is
at a loss for the words to chastise Him, let alone the ability to slap Him. It is as though He has
come to this world only for the purpose of harassing people. The question is however, is this
harassment really painful, or is it the source of the greatest pleasure?

It is for pleasure alone that human society is tirelessly engaged in unlimited activities.
However without understanding what real pleasure is, human society has been ensnared in
pursuing a mirage, in a vicious cycle of bewilderment. The result of which is, that man has
ended up completely alienated from real happiness. Men have simply taken on false roles,
someone plays minister, and someone else plays king. It is simply a mega drama of grand
illusion, reality having been thrown to the winds. Aware that the king and kingdom will both
be finished as soon as the curtain falls on this theater, inspite of this, man is unable to erase
from his mind the grand illusion of wanting to extend his domain further and further.

It is that beautiful little boy with the dark blue skin, who alone can act as the cure all, for
societie’s problems. Unfortunately in today’s diseased and debilitated society, He is completely
overlooked. Even amongst those persons who are working to rid society of its chronic ailments,
and are striving to create a healthy atmosphere, they find themselves powerless in throwing off
the ruthless iron hand of modern so-called civilisation. The cloud of despair looms over all.

In this situation we have to abandon the path of materialism, and take to the path of
genuine welfare. Breaking through the shell of false happiness, we can then emerge to see the
sunlight of spiritual bliss. Amidst the small the colossus will have to be searched out and
extricated. Effort will have to be made to bring to light the bright hue under the curtain of the
dark complexion. The straightness within the crooked will have to be perceived. All of His
activities will have to be given due accolade and sung about with praise. Otherwise time will
not forgive us for our blatant callousness. @

&
&

A FUT FHUHT




Sri Damodarastakam

spoken
by Satyavrata Muni

Ml

with commentary
by Srila Sanatana Gosvami

damodarastakarit nama
stotram damodarircanam

nityam damodarakarsi
pathet satyavratoditam

[In the month of Kartika] One should regularly recite the prayer called Damodarastaka,
which was spoken by Satyavrata Muni. Which attracts Lord Damodara, and which describes
the worship of Lord Damodara.

Sri Hari-bhakti-vilasa 16.1.198

Text one now comment on the Damodarastaka. In the
beginning of this prayer the author offers his
atha sri-damodarastakam respectful obeisance’s, as with devotion he
describes the great treasure that is the form of
namamisvarar sac-cid-ananda-riupari the Supreme Personality of Godhead, which
lasat-kundalar gokule bhrajamaram was manifested in Gokula, and which is
yasoda-bhiyolitkhalad dhavamanarn glorious with the most excellent
paramystam atyantato drutya gopya handsomeness, pastimes, virtues, and other
qualities.
o the Supreme Lord, whose form is What is the Supreme Personality of

~7 |llthe embodiment of eternal existence, Godhead like? He is “isvara”, which means
L knowledge and bliss, whose shark- “all-powerful”, “the master of the universes”,
shaped earrings are swinging to and fro, who or “my master”. His form is eternal and full of
is beautifully shining in the divine realm, of knowledge and bliss. He is handsome and
Gokula, who [due to the offense of breaking attractive. The gopis describe His

the pot of yoghurt that His mother was handsomeness in these words (Srimad-
churning into butter and then stealing the DBhagavataim 10.29.40):

butter that was kept hanging from a swing] is

quickly running from the wooden grinding tratlokya saubhagam idam ca niriksya riipati
mortar in fear of mother Yasoda, but who has  yad go-dvi ja-druma-myrgah pulakany abibhram
been caught from behind by her, who ran after

Him with greater speed—to that Supreme “O Krsna, even the cows, birds, trees, and

Lord, $r7 Dimodara, I offer my humble deer become stunned in ecstasy when they

obeisances. gaze at Your form, the most handsome in all
the three worlds.”

Commentary Offering my respectful L
obeisance’s to Sri Sri Radha-Damodara, I will Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.2.12) again
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explains:

vismapanari svasya ca saubhagarddheh
param padarh bhiisana-bhiisanangam

“The Lord appeared in this mortal world
by His internal potency, yogamaya. He came
in His eternal form, which is just suitable for
His pastimes. These pastimes were wonderful
for everyone, even for those proud of their
own opulence, including the Lord Himself as
the Lord of Vaikuntha. Thus His (Sri Krsna’s)
transcendental body is the ornament of all
ornaments.”

Lord Krsna's all-attractive form was
splendidly manifest in Gokula, where many
cows, gopas, and gopis lived. Srimad-
Bhagavatam (10.32.14) explains:

cakasa gopi-parisad-gato ‘rcitas
trailokya-laksmy-eka-padari vapur dadhat

“Worshipped by the gopis, Lord Krsna’s
transcendental form, the only home of all
glory and handsomeness in the three worlds,
was splendidly manifest.”

The specific pastime described in this verse
of Damodarastaka, were Lord Krsna broke the
yoghurt pot and fled in fear of Mother
Yasoda, is described in these words of Srimad-
Bhagavatam (10.9.8-9):

ulitkhalanghrer upari vyavasthitar
markaya kamari dadatarh Sici sthitam
haiyangavari caurya-visankiteksanar
nirtksya pascat sutam agamac chanaih

“Krsna, at that time, was sitting on an
upside-down wooden mortar for grinding
spices and was distributing milk preparations,
such as yoghurt and butter, to the monkeys as
he liked. Because of having stolen, He was
looking all around with great anxiety,
suspecting that He might be chastised by His
Mother. Mother Yasoda, upon seeing Him,
very cautiously approached Him from
behind.”

tam atta-yastim prasamiksya sa-toaras
tato “varuhyaprasara bhitavat
gopy anvadhavan na yam apa yoginam
ksamarit pravestum tapaseritar manah

“When Lord Krsna saw His mother, stick
in hand, He very quickly got down from the
top of the mortar and began to flee as if very
much afraid. Although yogis try to capture
Him as Paramatma by meditation, desiring to
enter into the effulgence of the Lord with
great austerities and penance’s, they fail to
reach Him. But Mother Yasoda, thinking that
same Personality of Godhead, Krsna, to be her
son, began following Krsna to catch Him.”

Then Mother Yasoda chased Lord Krsna
and caught Him from behind. Srimad-

Bhagavatam (10.9.10) explains:

avaficamana janan byhac-calac-
chroni-bharakranta-gatih su-madhyama
javena visrarisita-kesa bandhana-
cyuta-prasunanugatih paramysat
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“While following Krsna, Mother Yasoda,
her thin waist overburdened by her heavy
breasts, naturally had to reduce her speed.
Because of following Krsna very swiftly, her
hair became loose, and the flowers in her hair
were falling after her. Yet she did not fail to
capture her son Krsna.”

Text two

rudantam muhur netra-yugmarn myjanta
karambho ja-yugmena satanka-netram
muhuh svasa-kampa-trirekharnka-kantha-
sthita-graiva-damodarari bhakti-baddham

[Seeing the whipping stick in His
mother’s hand,] He is erying and rubbing
His eyes again and again with His two lotus
hands. His eyes are filled with fear, and the
necklace of pearls around His neck, which is
marked with three lines like a conchshell, is
shaking because of His quick breathing due
to crying. To this Supreme Lord, Sri
Damodara, whose belly is bound not with
ropes but with His mother’s pure love, I
offer my humble obeisances.

Commentary This pastirne is described in
the following words (5rimad-Bhagavatam,
10.9.11):

krtagasarm tam prarudantam aksini
kasantam afijan-masini sva-paning

udviksamanar bhaya-vihvaleksanarh
haste grhitva bhisayanty avagurat

“When caught by Mother Yasoda, Krsna
became more and more afraid, and admitted
to being an offender. As she looked upon
Him, she saw that He was crying, His tears
mixing with the black ointment around His
eyes, and as He rubbed His eyes with His
hands, He smeared the omtment all over His
tace. Mother Yasoda, catching her beautiful
son by the hand, mildly began to chastise

Him.”

Mother Yasoda then bound Him with a
rope. Qrmd-Bhﬁgavatam (10.9.14) explains:

gopikolulukhe damna
babandhe prakrtari yatha

“Mother Yasoda, considering Krsna her
own ordinary child, bound Him to the

wooden mortar with a rope.”

Qrimad-Bhégavatam (10.9.18-21)
continues:

soa-matuh svinna-gatraya
visrasta-kabara-srajah

drstva parisramam krsnah
krpayasit sva-bandhane

“Because of Mother Yasoda’s hard labor,

her whole body became covered with
perspiration, and the flowers and comb were
falling from her hair. When child Krsna saw
His mother thus fatigued, He became mercitul
to her and agreed to be bound.”

evam sandarsita hy anga
harina bhrtya-vasyata
sva-vasendpi krsnena
yasyedar sesvarar vase

“O Maharaja Pariksit, this entire universe,
with its great exalted demigods like Lord
Siva, Lord Brahma, and Lord Indra, is under
the control of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. Yet the Supreme Lord has one
transcendental attribute: He comes under the
control of His devotees. This was now
exhibited by Krsna in this pastime.”

nemarti1 virifico na bhavo
na Srir apy anga-samsraya
prasadam lebhire gopi
yat tat prapa vimuktidat

“Neither Lord Brahma, nor Lord Siva, nor
even the goddess of fortune, who 1s always
the better half of the Supreme Lord, can

obtain from the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, the deliverer from this material
world, such mercy as received by Mother

Yasoda.”
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nayarnt sukhapo bhagavan
dehinam gopika-sutah
jhanindam catma-bhiitanarn
yatha bhaktimatam iha

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Krsna, the son of Mother Yasoda, is accessible
to devotees engaged in spontaneous loving
service, but He is not as easily accessible to
mental speculators, to those striving for self-
realization by severe austerities and
penance’s, or to those who consider the body
the same as the self.”

Text three

itidrk-sva-lilabhir ananda-kunde
sva-ghosart nimaj jantam akhyapayantam
tadiyesita-jriesu bhaktair jitatvam

punah prematas tarm $atavrtti vande

By such childhood pastimes as this He is
drowning the inhabitants of Gokula in pools
of ecstacy, and is revealing to those devotees
who are absorbed in knowledge of His
supreme majesty and opulence that He is
only conquered by devotees whose pure
love is imbued with intimacy and is free
from all conceptions of awe and reverence.
With great love I again and again offer my
obeisances to Lord Dimodara hundreds and
hundreds of times.

Commentary That Lord Krsna is controlled
by the love of His devotees is described in the
following words of érm‘tad-Bhﬁgamtam
(10.11.7-8):

gopibhih stobhito “nrtyad
bhagavan balavat kvacit’

udgayati kvacin mugdhas
tad-vaso daru-yantravat

“The gopis would say: “If You dance, my
dear Krsna, then I shall give you half a
sweetmeat.” By saying these words or by
clapping their hands, all the gopis encouraged
Krsna in different ways. At such times,
although He was the supremely powerful
Personality of Godhead, He would smile and
dance according to their desire, as if He were
a wooden doll in their hands. Sometimes He

would sing very loudly, at their bidding. In
this way Krsna came completely under the
control of the gopis.”

bibharti kvacid ajfiapiah
pit hakonmana-padukam
bahu-ksepam ca kurute
svandm ca pritim avahan

“Sometimes Mother Yasoda and her gopi
friends would tell Krsna, “Bring this article”
or “Bring that article.” Sometimes they would
order Him to bring a wooden plank, wooden
shoes, or a wooden measuring pot, and
Krsna, when thus ordered by the mothers,
would try to bring them. Sometimes,
however, as if unable to raise these things, He
would touch them and stand there. Just to
invite the pleasure of His relatives, He would
strike His body with His arms to show that
He had sufficient strength.”

Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.11.9) again
says:

darsayaris tad-vidam loka
atmano bhrtya-vasyatam

“To pure devotees throughout the world
who could understand His activities, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna,
exhibited how much He can be subdued by
His devotees, His servants.”

Text four

varam deva moksam na moksavadhinm va
na canyart vrne "ham varesad apiha
idart te vapur natha gopila-balam
sada me manasya avirastarm kim anyail

O Lord, I do not ask for liberation,
something better than liberation, or any
other thing. O Lord, all I ask from You, the
master of all blessings, is that Your form as
Bila Gopila in Vrndavana may always be
manifest in my heart. What need have I for
any other blessing?

Commentary The thing better than
liberation here is residence in Vaikunthaloka.
Better than impersonal liberation is residence
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in Vaikunthaloka, and better than residence in
Vaikunthaloka is pure devotional service,
which begins with hearing the glories of Lord
Krsna. That pure devotional service is better
than residence in Vaikunthaloka is described
in the following words (Srimad-Bhagavatam
3.15.49):

kamari1 bhavah sva-orjinair nirayesu nah stac
ceto 'fivad yadi nu te padayo rameta
vdca$ ca nas fulasivad yadi fe ‘righri-Sobhah
puryeta te guna-ganair yadi karna-randhrah

“O Lord, we pray that You let us be born in
any hellish condition of life, just as long as
our hearts and minds are always engaged in
the service of Your lotus feet, our words are
made beautiful by speaking of Your activitics
just as tulasi leaves are beautiful when offered
unto Your lotus feet, and as long as our ears
are always filled with the chanting of Your
transcendental qualities.”

Text five

idam te mukhambhojam atyanta-nilair
vrtam kuntalaih sngdha-raktais ca gopya
muhus cumbitarh bimba-raktadharam me
manasya avirastam alan laksa-labhath
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O Lord, Your lotus face, which is
encircled by locks of soft black hair tinged
with red, is kissed again and again by
mother Yasodi, and Your lips are reddish
like the bimba fruit. May this beautiful
vision of Your lotus face be ever manifest in
my heart. Thousands and thousands of other
benedictions are of no use to me.

Commentary Lord Krsna’s face is like a
blossoming lotus flower. It is blissful and the
sight of it removes all sufferings.

Text six

namo deva damodarananta visno
prasida prabho duhkha-jalabhi-magnam
krpa drsti vrstyati dinan: batanu
grhanesa mam ajiiam edhy aksi-drsyah

O Supreme Godhead, I offer my
obeisances unto You. O Damodara! O
Ananta! O Visnu! O master! O my Lord, be
pleased upon me, By showering Your glance
of mercy upon me, deliver this poor ignorant
fool who is immersed in an ocean of worldly
sorrows, and become visible to my eyes.

Commentary Here the author says that he
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is so distressed that he is on the verge of
death. He is like a living corpse. He says:
“Please be kind to me! Please rescue me!
Please restore my life!”

Here the word “prabho (O master) means
“O master of great, inconceivable, limitless,
wonderful potencies !” This shows that the
Lord’s potencies cannot be understood by the
material senses. The word “i$a” (O master)

£rars

means “O supremely independent one”!
This shows that the Lord can do as He likes,
and therefore He can bestow His mercy even
on a person who is not really worthy to
receive it. The word “visno” means “O all-
pervading one!” or it also means “O Lord
who stays in Vrndavana!”

Text seven

kuveratmajau baddha-mirtyaiva yadvat
tvaya mocitau bhakti-bhajau krtau ca
tatha prema-bhaktim svakan me prayaccha
na mokse graho me ‘sti damodareha

O Lord Damodara, just as the two sons of
Kuvera—Manigriva and Nalakiivara—were
delivered from the curse of Nirada and
made into great devotees by You in Your
form as a baby tied with rope to a wooden
grinding mortar, in the same way, please
give to me Your own prema-bhakti. I only
long for this and have no desire for any kind
of liberation. |

Commentary Here, rejecting impersonal
liberation, the author prays for pure
devotional service. Even though, as part of
His beautiful pastimes, the Lord Himself was
tied up by the gopi Yadoda, He was able to
free the sons of Kuvera. Giving them the gift
of pure devotional service, He said to them
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.10.42):

tad gacchatari mat-paramau
nalakuivara sadanam
safijato mayi bhavo vam
ipsitah paramo 'bhavah

“O Nalakavera and Manigriva, now you
may both return home. Since you desire to be

always absorbed in My devotional service,
your desire to develop love and affection for
Me will be fulfilled, and now you will never
tall from that platform.”

Text eight

namas te ‘stu dhamne sphurad-dipti-dhamne
tvadiyodarayatha visvasya dhamne
namo radhikayai tvadiya-priyayai
name “nanta-lilaya devaya tubhyam

O Lord Damodara, I first of all offer my
obeisances to the brilliantly effulgent rope
which binds Your belly. I then offer my
obeisances to Your belly, which is the abode
of the entire universe. I humbly bow down
to Your most beloved Srimati Ridharani,
and I offer all obeisances to You, the
Supreme Lord, who displays unlimited
pastimes

Commentary Here the word “dhamne”
means “the great rope that was tied around
Your belly”. What was that rope like? It is
described here as “the abode of splendor”.
That means the rope was spiritual in nature.

Next the author says, “Obeisance’s to Your
belly!” What is Lord’s belly like? It is the
resting place of the universe, where the
moving and unmoving beings live. This is so
because from the Lord's belly sprouted the
lotus flower that is the home of the fourteen
worlds. By tying a rope around this belly,
Mother Yasoda showed that she had the entire
universe under her control. Actually no one
has the power to tie up the Lord in that way,
but out of love for His mother, Lord Krsna
allowed her to tie Him up.

Sri Radha is the most important of all the
gopis. She is most dear to Lord Krsna. Lord
Krsna’s transcendental pastimes with Sri
Radha have no end. Therefore the Lord is
described here as having pastimes that have

no end. ;@

Purports are translated By His Grace Kusakratha
Prabhu. For a free catalog of books translated contact:
The Krsnanstitute, PO Box 281, Culver City, CA

90232 USA Tel: (310) 838-3535
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Meets Vrindavana

Uddhava Tries To Console Nanda and Yasoda

A Lecture on
Sri Caitanya-Caritamrta Adi 14.73-93

by
His Holiness Gour Govinda Swami
May 13th 1994 in Bhubaneswar India

TRANSLATION

On that very night, Jagannatha Misra dreamt that a brahmana had come before him
speaking these words in great anger:

“My dear Misra, you do not know anything about your son. You think Him your son, and
therefore you rebuke and chastise Him.”

Jagannatha Misra replied: “This boy may be a demigod, a mystic yogi or a great saintly
person. It doesn’t matter what He is, for | think He is only my son. It is the duty of a father to
educate his son in both religion and morality. If | do not give Him this education, how will He
know of it?”

The brahmana replied: “If your son is a transcendental mystic boy with self-effuigent
perfect knowledge, what is the use of your education?”

Jagannatha Misra replied: “Even if my son is not a common man but Narayana, stifl it is

the duty of a father fo instruct his son.”
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In this way Jagannatha Misra and the brahmana discussed the principles of religion in the
dream, yet Jagannatha Misra was absorbed in unalioyed parental mellow and did not want to

know anything else.

Srila Prabhupada’s Purport:

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.8.45) it is said: "Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, who is worshipped with exalted hymns by ali the Veedas and Upanisads and by

great personalities through sankhya-yoga in the mode of goodness, was considered by
mother Yasoda and Nanda to be their own little son” Similarly, Jagannatha Misra also con-

sidered Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu his beloved little boy, although He is worshipped with all
veneration by learned brahmanas and saintly persons.

This is the same lild as Krsna lili. Yasoda-

H.H., Gour Govinda Swami

mata went to catch Him but Krsna is running
away. Same [ild.
Once the cowherd boys complained to
Yasoda-mata, “Your son is eating mati, earth.”
Mother Yasoda asked, “Have you eaten
mati, earth?” “INo, mother I have not eaten.
They are telling lies! I am not eating.” “Hey,
open your mouth and show!” Ahhhh Krsna
opened His mouth. What did Yasoda-mata
see? The whole universe, Visvarupa, the
universal form. Seeing this universal form,
still out of this pure paternal affection, vatsalya
priti, Yasoda-mata was thinking, “O what
happened to my son? What happened to my
son?”

This verse is quoted: “Lord Krsna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead is wor-

shipped with exalted hymns by the Vedas and
Upanisads and by great personalities through
sankhya-yoga in the mode of goodness, was
considered by mother Yasoda and Nanda
Maharaja to be their own son.” This 1s pure
vatsalya priti, suddha vatsalye iSvara-jriana nahi
tara (Cc Adi 6.56). Because of pure vitsalya
priti they have forgotten that their son Krsna
is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. “O,
yes Whatever He may be, He is my son, my
son.
This is the same [7ld here. In the dream a
brahmana said, “Your son is the Supreme
Lord.” Jagannatha Misra said, “What is that?
He is my son. Even if my son is not a common
man but Narayana, still it is the duty of the
tather to instruct Him.” In this way
Jagannatha Misra and the brahmana discussed
the principles of religion in a dream, yet
Jagannatha Misra was absorbed in unalloyed
parental mellow and did not want to know
anything else.” The same fila.

fF

anyera ka katha, oraje nanda mahadaya
tara sama 'quru’ kysnera ara keho naya

Suddha vatsalye iSvara-jfiana nahi tara
tahakei preme karaya dasya-anukara

"Although no one is a more respected elder
for Krsna than Nanda Maharaja in Vraja, who
in transcendental paternal love has no knowl-
edge that his son is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, still ecstatic love makes him, not
to speak of others, feel himself to be a servant
of Lord Krsna.”

(Cc. Adi 6.55-56)

A FU] HYUH



When Mathura Meets Vrindavana

tenho rati-mage krsnera carane
tahara sri mukha-vani tahdaie pramane

"He, too, pravs for attachment and
devotion to the lotus feet of Lord Krsna, as the
words from his own mouth give evidence.”

(Cc. Adi 6.57)

Suna uddhava, satya, krsna—amara tanaya
tertho i$vara—hena yadi fomara mane laya

tathapi tanhate rahu mora mano-vrtti
tomara Svara-krsne hauka mora mati

"My dear Uddhava, please hear me. In
truth Krsna i1s my son, but even if you think
that He is God, I would still bear toward Him
my own feelings for my son. May my mind
be attached to your Lord Krsna.”

(Cc. Adi 6.58-59)

Nanoa Maharaja is Crying
for Krishna

"Here He was playing hide and seek. Here
He was standing in three curved position.” All
this is coming to the memory of Nanda
Maharaja. “Wherever I go and see these small
footprints of Krsna, it cracks my heart!”

saric-chaila-vanoddesin
mukunda-pada-bhiisitan
akridan iksyamanandri
mano yati tad-atmanam
(Bhag. 10.46.22)

“Whatever direction I look I see Krsna. If I
lcok at the moon, there I see the beauty of
Krsna. If I look at a flower, there I see the very
beautiful smile of Krsna. If I hear the cuckoos
cooing, ‘Coo! Coo! Coo!’, I hear the soft sweet
singing of Krsna. O Uddhava! What more can
I say. Krsna! O Krsna! O Krsna!”

Always thinking of Krsna and crying for
Him, Nanda Maharaja said, “In my external
outward direction I see Krsna. There is no
spot that is not related to Krsna /i3, any spot I
go and see, I remember Krsna, and my heart
cracks.”

Uddhava is a pandita, scholar, Brhaspati
sisya. He is a disciple of Brhaspati, he is a

scholar. He knows sastra. He's a pandita. He is
expert He knows that the goal, the supreme
perfection of human birth, is to get Krsna.
One who has developed such intimacy with
Krsna, such love for Krsna, is crying in his
heart “Krsna! Krsna!” He has gotten Krsna. In
this material world, people are crying if they
lose their hard earned money, wealth, assets,
they cry. One who has not gotten, he is crying
for it. Some may be crying to be liberated to
svarga, the heavenly planets, or how to get
mukti. But no one is crying for Krsna. Such a
person is a very rare person. This is the
supreme perfection of human birth, to cry for
Krsna. Nanda Maharaja is arying. Uddhava
saw that Nanda Maharaja has such parental
love for Krsna, how he is crying in his heart.
Nanda Maharaja has achieved the supreme
perfection. Such a person may not even be
available amongst millions of men. Such a
rare person is crying always, day and night
tor Krsna, shedding tears for Krsna.

Uddhava developed greed for this. “How
can I cry tor Krsna? My heart is very hard,
very hard.” He was a jriani bhakta [his devo-
tion is mixed with knowledge of the Lord's
opulencel, a jiiani bhakta’s heart is very hard.
“How will my heart become so soft like that
of Nanda Maharaja’s? What shall T do? I will
give up everything and shall undergo very
severe austerities and penances.”

Krsna sent Uddhava to Vimmdavana, “Go
and give consolation to My father, My
mother, My friends, and the gopis, they are
always feeling acute pangs of separation from
Me. They are in a dying condition. So you go
with some consolation from Me.”

Coming to Nanda Maharaja, what did
Uddhava see? He is thinking, “How can I say
to Nanda Maharaj, '‘Don’t cry.” Nanda
Maharaja is crying for Krsna and that is the
thing to be done. That is the supreme perfec-
tion of human life. Uddhava is a pandita. He is
a disciple of Brhaspati. He is the embodiment
of sastra. He knows sastra. He knows Krsna is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. “All
sadhus, mahdjanas and $astras they have said,
sarva dharman parityaja mam ekam Saranam,
having abandoned all dharma surrender unto
Krsna. Man-mana bhava, only think of Krsna.
Cry for Krsna, day and night - that is the
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supreme perfection. 5o how can 1 say, ‘Nanda
Maharaja, don't cry?”’ Rather I should say ‘cry
more, cry more!” If I say, ‘Don't cry.” Then the
panditas will say “Uddhava what are you
doing? Your speaking is not recornmended in
éastra. You know §astra, you are such a great
pandita.! So how can I say such a thing.

Liodhava Conscoles Nanda
Maharaja

So Uddhava said, “Nanda Maharaja, you

and your wife Nandarani are very, very
greatly fortunate, yuvari slaghyatamau loke.

Thinking for which purpose I have come, I
cannot do it. It is quite impossible. What
upadesa, what consolation can I give to Nanda
Maharaja? If I say "Nanda Maharaja, please
forget your son.” Then it will be a great sin on
my part. How can I say, “Forget your son?”
His son is Krsna. How can I say so? A sadhu
cannot say this. A sadhu always instructs
*Think of Krsna, remember Krsna, cry for
Krsna, don’t forget Krsna.” How could I say
this? Then I will become an asadhu, a great
sinful person.”

Uddhava is a s@dhu, a bhakta. He knows
sastra. How can he tell Nanda Maharaja,
“Forget your son!” How can he say sucha
thing? Uddhava is thinking, "I can’t do it. If I
say, 'Nanda Maharaja, remember Bhagavan.’

He is already doing that. His son is Bhagavan.

Nanda Maharaja is always remembering,
always crying. Uddhava knows very well
krsnas tu bhagavan svayam, Krsna is Bhagavan.
Every jiva has a perfect loving relationship
with Krsna. So how can I tell Nanda
Maharaja, “Forget your Krsna. Forget your
son.” I cannot say it. If I say that Nanda
Maharaja will cry more! This is not consola-
tion. I have come to give consolation. Then
what shall I do? What shall I do? I cannot find
the language in the storehouse of the goddess
of learning Sarasvati.” He understood his
inability. Uddhava couldn't find any language
to give consolation to Nanda Maharaja.

Such fortunate personalities are not available
in this world. There is no limit to your for-
tune. If somebody becomes great in any
family, that family becomes glorified and
people of the whole world glorify him. So
your son Krsna is Bhagavan, the whole world
will glorify Him, so forfunate you are.”
Hearing this thing from Uddhava, these
words were like serpent razors cutting Nanda
Maharaja. Then Nanda Maharaja said,
“Uddhava, I had heard that you are very
intelligent and that you are a pandita. I had
heard that and I had thought like that. Now I
am disappointed, disappointed. You are not a
pandita at all! You are a great fool, great fool,
bereft of all knowledge. Otherwise how can
you say we are bhagyavin, fortunate. We are
most unfortunate! How can you say that I am
the most fortunate personality. I am disap-
pointed, I thought you are a great pandita, a
great intelligent person. But I am disap-
pointed now. You are a complete fool, fool!
You are describing one who is greatly unfor-
tunate as fortunate. Only a fool says like that.
I am dying for my son, and you are saying a
dying man is fortunate? One who is dying
you say is fortunate you say that is bhagyavan.
Are baba [alas], 'm dying for my son and you
say I'm fortunate. Everybody gives birth to a
son, but is there any son like Krsna? Has
anybody gotten a son like Krsna? He is like a
jewel and I have lost Him. My heart is crack-
ing. I am dying. I'm the most unfortunate
person in this world and you are telling me 1
am greatly fortunate? Uddhava, I think
you're a great fool. You have no knowledge at
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all. I think that even one who is my enemny, let
him not get such misery. The misery I have
gotten losing my son. You are just cutting
jokes with me, telling me bhigyavan and
cutting jokes with me. All right, all right. I
understand you are a great fool with no
knowledge, therefore 1 tolerate it. I tolerate it,
Uddhava, I tolerate 1it.”

Hearing what Nanda Maharaja said,
Uddhava thought, “O, then my words are not
good. I could not say good words because
what I said, it increased Nanda Maharaja’s
pain in his heart. I have come to give him

pure devotion, no mixture of jfigna and
aisvarya. How can Uddhava understand it?
Nanda Maharaja’s Krsna prema was natural,
pure prema, unmixed. But Uddhava ‘s devo-
tion was mixed with jfigna and assvarya.
Uddhava had developed love for Krsna,
because Krsna is Bhagavan. But in Nanda
Maharaja’s love for Krsna he is simply think-
ing, “My son! My son!” This is pure parental
love. No knowledge of Bhagavan.

Mathora ando Yrindavana,

consolation but what did I do? I increased his
pain. Then it is not good.” Then Uddhava
thought very deeply: “What I have said, it is
correct. In one whose heart is such crying,
such deep love, such affection for Krsna 1s it
not bhagyavan? Is he not a greatly fortunate
person? Yes, what I said, that is correct. The
whole Vedic literature will give evidence to
my words. It is §astra siddhantic evidence. That
should be said and I said that thing. That is
my duty and I have done my duty. But what
happened?! I am amazed! This gave so much
pain to the heart of Nanda Maharaja. As his
pain increased my misery increased. I cannot
understand what love Nanda Maharaja has
for Krsna. It is far above §astric knowledge.
Far, far above sastric knowledge.”

Liodhava's Devotion is
Mixed

Uddhava had no intelligence or wisdom to
penetrate into this mystery, because Uddhava
was a jiani bhakta. There is mixture of j7iana
and aisvarya, knowledge and opulence in his
devotion. But Nanda Maharaja’s devotion is

Face €0 Face

So you see Mathura and Vrndavana sitting
face to face. Uddhava representing Mathura,
and Nanda Maharaja representing
Vrndavana.This is the special characteristic of
Uddhava-sandesa [Krsna’s message to the
inhabitants of Vraja through Uddhava]. By
geographical calculations you will find they
are so many miles apart. Where is
Vrndavana? Where is Mathura? But in fatfog,
no distance, no difference. Very, very close.

When Krsna appeared in the prison house
of Kamsa, Devaki and Vasudeva, His father
and mother, had parental love, but they
offered prayers to Krsna. They paid cbhei-
sances to Krsna. But Nanda Maharaja says
“Bring my sandals, my shoes.” Krsna goes
and puts Nanda’s wooden shoes on His head
and moves. Vasudeva and Devaki offer
prayers, offer obeisances, but Nanda makes
Krsna carry his wooden shoes. Yasoda-mata
saw the whole universe in the mouth of
Krsna, and she said "O, what happened to my
son, did a ghost or a witch enter him? What
happened to my son?" Then hearing accusa-
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tions that her son is stealing butter from other
houses, Yasoda-mata goes running behind
Krsna to catch Him and bind Him. In
Vrajabhiii Krsna's friends Sridama and
Subala, they climb Krsna's shoulder. In
Mathura Krsna may be great, but in Vraja
He's very, very great. Today Mathura has
come to see Vraja. Not only to see, but to give
consolation to he who is crying for Krsna.
Uddhava understood very well that what he
has said is correct. What he said were pertect
words, but they have become imperfect in the
case of Nanda Maharaja. Instead of giving
consolation, Uddhava has become a cause to
increase his pain.

Telling Nanoda that Krishna
is Goo

Uddhava preaches Bhagavat tattva to
Nanda Maharaja, “Krsna is Bhagavan, svayam
bhagavan, Krsna, and Rama; They are the
source of all creation. The cause of all causes.
The supreme cause. Listen, Nanda Maharaja,
if somebody can think of Krsna at the time of
death, if he can meditate on His lotus feet, all
his sinful reactions are immediately de-
stroyed. All his karmic reactions are destroyed,
and he goes back home, back to Godhead.
Your Krsna is Bhagavan, He is the soul of
souls He is the soul of the universe. He is
cause of all causes, and you have developed
such love for that Krsna Bhagavan, it is
incomparable. You are such a rich man, you
are rich with Krsna prema. You have no defi-
ciency at all. You have gotten purna brahma
which is completely whole. Kin vavasistam
yuvayoh su-krtyam (Bhag. 10.46.33), There is no
limit to your good fortune. There is no lan-
guage to describe it. Nobody can even con-
ceive it in the mind. You don’t know who
Krsna is, therefore you are feeling unhappi-
ness. One who has some deficiency, he feels
unhappiness. But you have no deficiency. You
have gotten purna brahma, the Supreme
Whole. Why you are unhappy, why? As there
is fire in a log of wood, similarly Krsna is
there in the heart of every living entity. Nanda
Maharaja, Krsna is there in your heart, so why
are you feeling unhappy? He is with you, He
is within you:

ma khidyatam maha-bhagau
draksyathah krsnam antike
antar hrdi sa bhiitanam
dste jyotir ivaidhasi

“O most fortunate ones, do not lament.
You will see Krsna agam very soon. He is
present in the hearts of all living beings, just

as fire lies dormant in wood.”
(Bhag. 10.46.36)

“Nanda Maharaja, you think Krsna is your
son. You don't know Krsna tattva. Theretore
you are thinking like that and lamenting.
Krsna 1s Param Brahma. He is the master of
mayad. He’s mayatita. He’s beyond maya. No-
body is dear to Him, nobody is His enemy. He
is completely self-satisfied, completely tull.
Why are you thinking that you are the father
and mother of Krsna? That is not correct. This
relationship of father and mother is an illu-
sory relationship. But Krsna is beyond illu-
sion, beyond illusion.

na mata na pita tasya
na bharya na sutadayah
natmiyo na paras capi
na deho janma eva ca

“He has no mother, no father, no wife,
children or other relatives. No one is related to
Him, and yet no one is a stranger to Him. He
has no material body and no birth.”

(Bhag. 10.46.38)

Uddhava continues, "This is bhagavat-tattva,
krsna-tattva. There is no difference between the
body of Krsna and Krsna Himself. The jiva
[minute soull and his body are different. But
there is no difference in Krsna. The jiva has
karma phala [the fruit of his material activities]
as a result of which he meets death. But Krsna
has no karma, no karma phala. Krsna has no
birth, no death. This is all krsna-tattoa, jfiana.
Hearing all this you may ask this question,
“O Uddhava, what 1s the necessity for sarva
$aktiman bhagavan, the supreme, all-powerful
Lord, to come here? I am giving the answer:

kridartham so “pi sadhiindr
paritranaya kalpate
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(Bhig. 10.46.39)

This is the reason. The Supreme Lord
Krsna, He descends here. To manifest and
relish His /ilz and to deliver sadhus, paritranaya
sadhiingni. Two things, one is the relishinent of
His I7ld pastimes, the second is to protect
sadhus. So the bhakta, devotee, is very dear to
Him. The devotee sadhu is His life and soul.

To give protection to His devotee, that is His

pitaham asya jagato
mata dhata pitamahah
(Bg.9.17)

I am the father of this world, I am the
mother, the creator, the grandfather of every-
body.

“Nanda Maharaja, understand! Krsna
belongs to everybody. This is tattva, bhagavat
tattva. Thinking He is your son, this is your

dharma. Krsna cannot remain indifferent. It
there is some danger, some obstacle to the
sidhu’s bhajan, Krsna cannot tolerate it. Krsna
removes it. If somebody wants to get Krsna as
a son, as a friend, or as a husband, Krsna
appears in that way to give pleasure to His
dear devotee. Therefore He descends here to
manifest His [7lds and to relish nectarean
mellows, while simultaneously coming to
maintain and give protection to His devotees.
Therefore, He is not anybody’s son. He only
belongs to His bhakta, devotee. O, Nanda
Maharaja, thinking that Krsna is your son in
one sense is correct, and in another sense it is
not correct.” Uddhava is speaking philoso-
phy, tattva jiiana. He says, “In your heart there
is very deep love and affection for Krsna as
your son. Krsna has said:

ve yatha mam prapadyante
iams tathaiva bhajamy aham

As they surrender unto Me, I reward them
accordingly. (Bg. 4.11)

"That is His promise. If somebody devel-
ops some mood in the heart, Krsna recipro-
cates accordingly. In this sense Krsna is your
son, in a worldly sense. That is the relation-
ship of father and son. But He is the soul of
every living entity. He is dear to everybody.
He is the father, mother of everybody. He
Himself has said:

love and affection. This is your abhimana, or
conception. You should know there is nothing
in this universe but Krsna. Whatever I have
heard, whatever I have seen, whatever is past,
whatever is present, whatever is future -
moving, non-moving, great, atomic - what-
ever it 1s, it is all related to Krsna, because
Krsna 1s Paramatma, paramasraya sarva
svartipd. You understand?”

The Utili¢y of Darkness in
Knrisbhna Prema

In this way, Uddhava depicted a picture of
Krsna-tattva, bhagavat tattva to Nanda
Maharaja. This whole world is blind after
material enjoyment, but Nanda Maharaja 1s
blind after krsna-prema. Uddhava is an em-
bodiment of dastra. He is a jfiani bhakta, but he
doesn’t know this prema tattoa. If there is light
you can see everything here, but when that
light is there even though there are innumer-
able stars in the sky you can not see them. In
the darkness you can see, so there is utility of
darkness also. Understand this logic, argu-
ment. What allows us to see innuumerable
stars? The darkness shows us, not the light. It
there were only light, how could you see the
innumerable stars? Both things are required,
light and darkness. When the sun sets, the
darkness comes. Then innumerable stars
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come out in the sky. f somebody only looks at
the northern direction, at the pole star, then
surya, the sunshine, will
be an obstruction, an
impediment for him. If
somebody glorifies the
light, that person in the
dark who only wants to
see the pole star will turn
a deaf ear. "Krsna amar
dtmajana, Krsna is my
son.” Nanda Maharaja is
only looking in the north-
ern direction, at the Pole
Star, he doesn’t know
anything. With unblink-
ing eyes he’s looking. So
before him, in front of
Nanda Maharaja, the
sastra jfiana, that knowl-
edge which is like enlight-
eniment, is useless.

He says “I am the
father of Krsna. Krsna is
my son. I don’t
know anything
other than this.
You gave such
long lecture Uddhava. You are a boy,
Uddhava, you are a boy. I had thought you
were very intelligent, very learned, because
you are disciple of Brhaspati. But now after
hearing from you I see you are a mere boy.
You are calling us bhagyavan, saying that we
are greatly fortunate to be the father and
mother of Krsna. How can you utter this thing
with your mouth, Uddhava? You should have
some intelligence. I think you are bereft of
intelligence. You will never find more unfor-
tunate persons than myself and my wife
Yasoda-mata in the whole universe, and you
are saying we are greatly fortunate! How can
you say this? Uddhava, if you had a little
intelligence you could see that one who has
lost his son is most unfortunate. And not an
ordinary son, but a son like Krsna! The most
unfortunate person you are describing as
greatly fortunate? How can you say this
Uddhava? Many persons give birth to sons,
but is there any son like Krsna? So beautiful,
so sweet. Such an enchanting smile. So nice,

so loving, so intelligent, Who plays such a
sweet song with His flute. Who has such

loving language? You will
never find a son like this
in the whole universe! We
have lost such a son,
Uddhava, and you are
telling us we are greatly
fortunate?! We are maost
unfortunate, most unfortu-
nate! You have no intelli-
gence at all! How can you
utter these things? We
have lost such an invalu-
able asset and you are
saying we are greatly
tortunate? You are cutting
jokes with us, isn't it?
There is no one more
unfortunate than ourselves
in this whole world. If you
could have understood the
unhappiness, the pain we
are feeling in our hearts,

you could have

We pay obeisances to N -'jﬂiyﬂﬂﬂ, but K_?'_Si_lﬂ Carries spoken a few words
my wooden shoes on His head and runs behind me! o sympathize with

us. Then you would

have eased our suffering. But you are speak-
ing bhagavat tattva, jfiana tattva.”

How Can You Say Knrishna
is Narayana!

Nanda Maharaja continued, " I have no
knowledge, but I have heard from sadhus that
one Bhagavan is there. He is the guru of
whole world. He is the controller of the whole
universe. He is the Supreme Cause of every-
thing. He is anadi. He has no origin, rather He
is the origin of everybody. He is sarvesvara, He
is Isvara, the controller of all controllers. I
know He is Narayana. That Narayana is there
in our home in the form of Salagrama sila [the
self manifested deity form of the Lord as a
stone]. He is there, I know it. But Uddhava,
you are saying my son Krsna is Narayana.
No! No! No! My son Krsna is not Narayana!
What are the symptoms of Narayana, and
what are the symptoms of Krsna? You have
not understood, Uddhava. Narayana is the
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When Mathura Meets Vrindaoana

cause of the whole universe, the cause of all
creation. But my son is a breastfed child, a
breastfed child! Uddhava, how can you speak
iike this? Narayana 1s pure. Narayana 1s
peaceful. Narayana is bereft of all papa, He is
apapa vidhoh. But my Krsna is very fickle,
greedy. He gets angry in tlimsy cases. How
can you say my son is Narayana? Narayana 1s
pure, Narayana is free from contamination,
sattva-guna-maya. But Krsna is a thief, Krsna is
a liar, Krsna is a great abhimani, full of pride.
How can you say my Krsna is Narayana? You
have no knowledge at all. Narayana is the
center of the whole world, but my Krsna is
completely dependent on me and my wife
Yasoda. How can you say this? Uddhava, you
have no knowledge at all. You are a great tool,
no intelligence, no knowledge, and you are
speaking about jiigna?l What is this nonsense?
What more shall I say. How can you compare
my son Krsna with Narayana? Narayana
never tells lies. He's satya sankalpa. But Krsna
tells lies, I have heard it. Narayana is atma-
kima, self-satisfied, but Krsna is restless when
he is hungry and thirsty. I have seen with my
own eyes. He cries out of hunger and thirst.
What are you saying, Uddhava? We pay
obeisances to Narayana, but Krsna carries my
wooden shoes on His head, and runs behind
me! I may commit some error, but Bhagavan
cannot commit an error. If Krsna is Bhagavan,
why does he call us father and mother?
Bhagavan is the father and mother of the
whole world, why would He call us father

Bhaktwedanta Bhasya Sr‘la Prabhupada S F'urports

and mother? Krsna teels Himselt without
protection if He can't see us. There are no
symptoms of Narayana m Krsna, how can
you say this? It's a fact that by the causeless
mercy of Narayana we have gotten such a
son. Krsna is our son. He has inseparably
occupied our heart.

Pouwring Ghee
on the Finre

Do you understand, Uddhava? Feeling the
pang of separation from Krsna, its like a
blazing fire is there! Hearing from you, that
burning is being increased! You are just
pouring ghee on it, you are not trying to
extinguish it. Uddhava, what are you doing? 1
thought that I had lost my son, Krsna. But
You are telling me that Krsna is Bhagavan.
Now hearing from you I have understood that
not only have I lost a son, I have lost
Bhagavan! I thought that I had lost a small
piece of copper, but hearing from you I have
understood that I have lost a diamond! So
hearing from you the pain has increased a
thousandfold Uddhava. Uddhava, you are a
boy. You are trying to extinguish the fire by
pouring ghee on it!"” Saying this Nanda
Maharaja shed tears like torrents of rain.
Nanda Maharaja ki! jai!

Vatsalya Prema ki jai!
Madhurya maya Krsna lila ki! jai!
Madhurya maya Gaura lila ki! jai! @

”‘f% Nanda amf Yasﬂda 3 Madmss :n Separaﬁﬁn frmn Krsnﬂ
e nl mvaﬂ'ﬂar Y

WhETI ﬂﬁﬂﬁ& Mﬁi‘ﬂj& wﬂg mmd _Z :j B
rephed o _f '; 'i
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Explanation of the Maha-Mantra

by Srila Gopala Guru Gosvami
Hare Krnishna Harve Krishrna
Krishna Krishna Harve Hare
Hare Rama Hare Rama
Rama Rama Harve Hare
[Note: For more on Srila Gopala Guru Gosvami O\

see his life sketch in his issue.]

A ': he greatdevotees arealways remem- 1 greater than hundreds ofthousands of Cupids, by
\ 3; bering SriRadharamana, whose His special sweetness, He takes away the minds
=———1 blackish youthful formisthe ofall other avataras, therefore that SriKrsna is
embodiment of ecstatic bliss and which destroys the called by thename “Harn." The vocative form s
disease of birth and death broughtabout by “Hare”
ignorance. 6-8. In order to achieve the happiness oflove in
. the Rasa dance, by Her form qualities, love,
2. When those greatdevotees seethat adisciple has affection, etc,, Sr1 Radha, the daughter of King
appreciation forthe love of Radharamana, and is Vrsabhanu, who isthe Lord’s own pleasure
also gratetul, self-controlled, peacefuland steady- potency, takes away themind of Krsna. Therefore
minded, they feel obliged tobe mercifulby giving Sheis praised as “Hara.” The vocative form is
him the praver consisting of three names: Hare, “Hare."

Krsnaand Rama.[The maha-mantra]
i 9. Theroot krs means, “attrachng,” or “existing,”

3. When you touch fire, tburns your hand even and the word na means, “satistaction” or “bliss.”

without your desiring it. In the sasmeway, when When combined, thesetwo indicate the Supreme

wicked-minded people rememberthe Lord by any Absolute Truth Sri Krsna.

means, Hetakes away all theirsins, Therefore He is

called “Hart”. 10. The Supreme Lord Govinda, whose formis
eternal, full of knowledge and bliss, is

4 Comprehension ofthe principles underlying the beginningless and before allothers. He is the

Supreme Personality of Godhead's form of eternity, cause of all causes. Therefore He 1s called "Krsna "

knowledge, and bliss takes away ignoranceand its

activities. Therefore the devotees remember Himas |} 11. That beautiful, dark son of Nanda, with eyes

“Han". like lotus petals, is the only source of bliss for the
residents of Gokula, therefore Hes called

5.0r,because He takes away the three kinds of “Krsna.”

sutfering fromall iving beings, whether mobile, or

immobile, He is called “Hari”; or else, by the 12.Lord Siva said to Parvati: “O Devi, by uttering

hearmg and glorification of His transcendental thesyllable, r2 allsins go away, and by uttering

qualities, He takes away the mind of all conditioned the syllable ma, when the sins try to enter again,

lving beings, therefore He is “Hari”; or, being i they are blocked.”
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13. The yogis take pleasure in the infinite,
transcendental Soul who is a true reservoir of
bliss. Therefore they designate that Supreme
Brahman by the name “Rama.”

14. 511 Krsna, who is the chief of those expert in
loving affairs and the war&hlpable Deity of
amorous paatunea always enjoys Sri Radha.
Therefore He 1s called “Rama.”

15. Because He attracts Sri Radha’s mind and
enjoys Himself by sporting with Her, He is known
as “Rama.” In the Kramadipika, Krsna says to
Candrama: “Radha’s name is far superior to
hundreds of My names. Therefore, even I do not
know what will be the result for one who always

remembers Radha.”

Hare - Because Radha captures Krsna’s mind, She
is called “Hara." The vocative form s “Hare."

Krsna - Because He attracts Radha’s mind, He 1s
called “Krsna.”

Hare - Because Radha takes away Krsna's
reputation as shy, sober etc. She is called “Hara.”

Krsna - Wherever Radha is, or wherever She goes,
there She sees Krsna and thinks, “Now He 1s
touching Me and forcefully pulling My bodice and
other garments.” Therefore He is called “Krsna.”

Krsna - Because He pleases Radha with His flute
playing, He draws Her into the forest of
Vrndavana. Therefore He 1s called “Krsna.”

Krsna - Because Krsna's activities are always
drawing the heart of Radha, He is called “Krsna”

Hare - Wherever Krsna 1s, or wherever He goes,
there He sees Radha, “Now she is in front of Me,
leaning against My side.” In this way He 1s con-
stantly pleased. Therefore She is called “Hara.”

Hare - Because Radha takes Krsna away by
forcing Him to meet Her in a secret place, She is

called “Hara”

Hare - Because Radha takes Krsna away by

making Him come to the forest of Vrndavana, She
18 called “Hara.”

Rama - By His humor, appearance, etc,, Sri Krsna
gives delight to Radha. Theretore He is called
”Rama.”

Hare - Because Radha imstantly takes away
Krsna's patience, support, ect, She is called
"Hara”

Rama - By kissing Her, touching Her breasts,
embracing Her, etc, Krsna enjoys Radha.
Therefore He is called “Rama.”

Rama - Because Krsna sometimes enjoys with
Radha by making Her play the dominate role in
iove, He is called “Rama.”

Rama - Because He enjoys such love playing, He 1s
called “Rama.”

Hare - When the Rasa dance 1s over and Radha
has captured Krsna’s mind, She goes away.
Theretore She 1s called “Hara.”

Hare - After the Rasa dance is finished, Krsna has
also captured Radha’s mind and goes away.

Therefore He is called “Haﬁ.’@

L)

Translated by His Holiness Bhakti-vaiduya-
madhava Maharaja. Used with permission.

Amrta Bmdhu

sma Prabhupﬁda m.
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Srila Gopala Guru Gosvami

Compiled by Madhavananda dasa

I RRRAEF R brahmana from Utkala
I % ||| (Present day Orissal,

———l| Gsila Gopala Guru
Gosvami wasa disciple of Sri
Vakresévara Pandit. From early
childhood he remained under the
care and guidance of his guru Sri
Cattanya Mahaprabhuwas
always very affectionate towards
him and played many jokes on
him. It's said that on one occasion
when Gopala wasa youngboy he
saw Lord Cartanya walking by
holding onto his tonguewith His
fingers. When young Gopala
asked Mahaprabhuabout his
strange behavior, Lord Caitanya
rephed, that he was goingto take
care of His bodily functions, since
itwas not proper to chant while
servicing one’s body, and since
His tongue wouldn't stop
chanting the Lord’s names,
therefore He was forcibly holding
it.

Upon hearing this Gopala
said: “My dear Lord, what you
say 1s undoubtedly true, but still
ini this age of Kalj, in the
consideration of chanting the
Lord's holy names, thereare no
hardand fastrules considering
bmeand place. Onecan always

chanttheholy names, at all
places, and all times, regardless of
external considerations of
cleanliness etc.”

Hearmng this Mahaprabhu
became very pleased with Gopala
and gave him the name, “Gopala
Guru.” Atitle he was known by
for the rest of his life.

Under the authonty of Sri
Svarupa Damodara and
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, $rila
Gopala GuruGosvami was
instructed in the system of rasa.
And attammed expertisein the
rastka prim:iples Atthe same
place where 511 Caitanya
Mahaprabhustayed, in the house
of Kasi Misra [Also known as the
Gambhira], Vakresvara Pandit
laterstayed. After 311 Vakreévara
Pandit passed away, Gopala Guru
Gosvamistayed at that place.
There heinstalled the detties Sri
Sri Radha-kanta. These Deities are
still presentthere today and upon
gomgto the Gambhira, which is a
short walk fromthe Jagannatha
temple in Puri, one can get their
mercitul darsana.

Srila Gopala Guru Gosvami
composed a book called Smarana-
paddhati, or, "TheSystem for

Al F FAH

Remembering the Lord." This
book has twenty-six chapters Srila
Gopala GuruGosvamihad a
disciple named Sri Dhyancandra
(Gosvami, who 1s an important
acarya in our Gaudiya
Sampradaya. Underthe guidance
of Srila Gopala Guru Gosvami, S5r1
Dhyancandra wrote abook called
the Dhyana Candra Paddhati. It is
oneof our first Gaudiya guides to
the worship ofthe Lord.

Srila Narottama dasa Thakura
visited the house of Kaéi Misra
when hewent to Jagannatha Puri.
There he met Gopala Guru
Gosvami. Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura in his immortal work
Jaiva-dharma, describes Srila
Gopala Guru Gosvamias the
prominentacarya amongst the
Gaudiya Vaisnava's of his time.
And describes elaborately the
deepesoteric teachingsthat he
gave [See chapters 26-49 of Jaiva-
dharma}. According to some,
Gopala Guru Gosvamiwas the
gopiknown as Tungavidya Sakhi.
On the ninth day of the full moon
in the month of Karttika he
entered intothe unmanifest

pastimes of the Lord. @

&



Dadhi-steya-varnara
“Description of
the Yoghurt-Thief”

From Garga Sarhita

Lila Katha

Canto One Chapter Seventeen
Spoken By Garga Muni

elighting the cowherd men and

I women with His childhood

' pastimes, with His friends, Lord
Hari stole butter and ghee. One day
Prabhavati-gopi, who was Upananda’s
wife, came to Nanda’s palace and spoke
to Yasoda: “O Yasoda, for the two of us
there is no separate property in butter,
ghee, milk, yoghurt, and buttermilk. By
your kindness what is yours is also mine.
I don’t say you taught Him to steal. I
know You didn’t teach Him, but I have to
tell you that your son steals butter on His
own. When I try to give Him good
instructions, You'r arrogant son gives me
bad words and runs trom my courtyard.
“He is the son of Vraja’s king. He should
not steal. O Yasoda, there are some other
things also that, out of respect for you, I
have not told.”

After hearing Prabhavati’s words,
Yasoda, the wife of Nanda, rebuked her
son, and with great love gently spoke to
Prabhavati: “I have ten million cows.
There is so much voghurt in the house I
cannot move. I do not know why my little
boy never drinks any of the yoghurt here.
Bring this yoghurt-thief to me. O
Prabhavati, there is no difference between
your son and my son. You bring that boy
here with butter in His mouth and I will
give Him a lesson. I will scold Him and
tie Him up.”

Hearing these words, the gopi became
happy and went home. Then one day
Krsna went to her home to steal yoghurt.
Grasping it with one hand after another,

Krsna and His boy friends gradually
scaled the outer wall and entered the
courtyard. Seeing the yoghurt was in a
jug hanging on ropes beyond His
hand’s reach, by arranging a footstool,
a grinding mortar, and the cowherd
boys, Lord Hari climbed up to it. When
even from that height the yoghurt-far
hanging from the ropes could not be
reached, Sridama and Subala hit the jar
with sticks. As all the beautiful yoghurt
tlowed from the broken jug to the
ground, Krsna, Subala, the boys, and
some monkeys, all ate it. Hearing the
sound of the jug breaking, the gopi
Prabhavati came. As the boys fled, she
grabbed Lord Hari’s beautiful hand.
As frightened Krsna shed false tears
she brought Him to Nanda’s palace.
Seeing Nanda Maharaja standing there
she became nervous and covered
Krsna's face with the edge of His
garment. Lord Hari thought, “My
mother will hit me with a stick.” The
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who
can do whatever He likes, then
manifested the form of Prabhavati’s
son. Yasoda quickly came. The angry
Prabhavati said, “He broke a jug and
stole all the yoghurt in it.” Seeing that it
was Prabhavati’s son, Yasoda smiled
and said to the gopi, “O gopi, take the
edge of the garment from His face and
tell the mischief He has done. When it
may be said my son has done some
mischief, you may throw Him out of
my house. Your son did the theft you
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say my son did.” Ashamed of what people
might think, Prabhavati gopi took the cloth
from His face. Seeing her own son, she was
surprised at heart and said:

“How did you come here without
walking? I have the treasure of Vraja in my
hand!” Saying this, and taking him with her,
she left Nanda’s palace. Yasoda, Rohini,
Nanda, Balarama, and the gopas and gopis
laughed, saying, “Today we saw a great
injustice in Vraja.”

On the path outside, again becoming
Nanda’s son, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, smiling, confident, and His eyes
restless, spoke to the gopi Prabhavati. The
Supreme Personality of Godhead said: “O
gopi, if you capture Me again, I will take the
form of your husband. There is no doubt of
i

When she heard this, the astonished gopi
went home. From then on, in every home,
impelled by fear of embarrassment, the gopis
would not capture Krsna. @

T Translated By His Grace Kusakratha Prabhu. For a
Kf.?{lﬂ and Mother Yasoda free catalog of books translated contact: The Krsna

institute, PO Box 281, Culver City, CA 90232 USA Tel:
(310) 838-3535
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Sri Sri Krsna Bhavanamrta Mahakavya
By Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti Thakura

Krishna Goes Out
fo Herd the Cows

(Excerpts from Chapter 7)

“Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti Thakura has given us a transcendental
literature entitled Krsna Bhavanamrta, which is full with Krsna’s pastimes.
Devotees can remain absorbed in Krsna-thought by reading such books.”

(Krsna Book Vol. 2 Chpt. 11 “Uddhava Visits Vrmdavana”)

hen the news that Krsna was going to
the forest, went around to the
—1| inhabitants of Vraja, it entered their

ears like the sun was setting. At that time the
feeling of separation from Krsna began to arise in
Nanda Maharaja and mother Yasoda. They
followed their son with eyes full of tears that
sprinkled the soil of Vraja. Mother Yasoda and
Rohini, understanding that they would not see their
boys for a long time, forgot all their bodily
activities and they became stunned like statues.
Nanda embraced his son within his heart, after
which he quickly became stunned and enchanted.

Mother Yasoda said: “O tender boy! I you go
into the forest to tend Your cows then we will all
follow You!Don't deceive us by going without us.
O son, don't send us elsewhere. Take us with You.
It You don't take us with You, then these blissful
abodes in our town will swallow us by force. And
we will remain alive in vain! Do You want to hurt
us by returning home from the forest only after
nine long hours? If You don't want to come home
soon, then what shall we do? Where are the soles of
Your feet, that are like the spotless and tender
leaves of crimson lotusflowers. And where are the
sprouts, thorns and pebbles on the forestsoil? O,

where is Your body, that 1s as soft as a puppet of
butter sprinkled with liquid musk, and where are
the scorching sunrays that increase their heat at
every moment? The life of this unfortunate mother
of Yours, that is tearing up her chest, refuses to leave
her. It bears the burden of a kingdom of great
cruelty! Let the cowherdboys, or king Nanda
himself herd the cows! O my child! If You don't give
up Your eagerness for this, then how can Your
triends remain alive?! O my tender Krsna, why did
You take birth in a family of cowherders, where You
must walk after the grazing cows?! With such a
body as Yours, which 1s softened by the nectar of
auspiciousness, You should have been bornina
royal family.”

Hearing this ocean of faltering words from His
mother, Krsna humbly stood before her waiting to
goto the forest. Mother Yasoda, whose life was
almost gone, became aware of this and embraced
Krsna, showering Him with her tears of love.
Mother Yasoda swooned and then recovered
because of Krsna's blissful embrace. Inthis way
Krsna forced her to drink the full nectar of parental
love, and she became overwhelmed with prema. She
then invoked protection for her son by chanting
mantras over His franscendental body, consisting of
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the names of names of Lord Nrsimhadeva.

Thenspeakmg to Balarama, Subhadra, Vardhana
and other leading boys thatstood before her, she
said: “Oboys! My Krsna 1s Your younger brother,
friend and very hite! Don’t ] know that? Please listen
as [ explain His position to you: Although Hari1s so
tender, He is the leader of allthe rowdy
boys, and although Hei1s very
intelligent, He does not know His
limats. Although He 1s weak, He 1s
alsovery dashing. Therefore you
should stay around Himto
protect Him. He cannot be

_____ t huugh! ﬁ; i

Krsna, whowore these words of His affhcted
mother on His ears as His best earrings, revived her

by sprinkling herwith the nectar from His moonlike

smile.
Krsna humbly replied: “Mother, youhave not

seen the forest path! I feel no trouble intending the
cows at all. It's My greatest pleasure! We're
playing inthe dense coolshade of the
fragrant trees int the forest onthe bank
ofthe Yamuna, looking at the cows.
It’s also no problem for usto keep
the cows together, for that] have

My expert new murakh-flute! And

controlled by His father, His ', _ w ]w& Me fee[ the paths also don't give Me any
mother orany of His superiors, g pain, The camari-deer sweep
But He may histen to you.T hope 5&(’ Whﬁﬂ I IBE‘!E, 55.555._52:3’ them with their tails, the trees
my request to youwill notbe in Sﬂ f&t MB tﬂk& = showerthemwith theirhoney and

vam!If youseeany of Kamsa’s
cruel demoniac servants, you should
run, leaving even the cows, and
quickly take shelter of us! '

O Subala, Ujjvala, Kokila and the other boys
don't play so roughly with your heart’s friend Krsna!
Arethere no other games in thisworld formen? O
Raktaka, Patraka and other expert servantboys! I'll
tell youabout Krsna and Balarama’s nature, listen!
Even 1t Therr throatsare dried up fromthirst They
will not feel thirsty!”

Then Yasoda told her husband Nanda: “The road
where our boys walk will be scorched by the sun,
and somehow this mother still stays alive, even after
seeing this father staying home in hisgolden brick
home!

Then she told Krsna: “Your friends who see You
going into the forest, have become as hard as
thunderbolts! Butstill Yougladden them with Your
attributes, having a heartassoft asa flower”

the nabhi-deerscent themwith their
navel-musk! These pathsare as
flawless and as softas cotton!”
Although they were very hungry, the

cows wotlld not set one foot into the forest without
Krsna, the destroyer of His friend’s miseries. But
now they began to call Him by mooing. So Acyuta,
[Krsna] seeing their condition, carefully stopped His
parents from followmg Him.And blissfully began to
mark the ground of Vraja with the signs of the disc,
the lotus etc,, from His lotusfeet as He walked.

AsHe wentinto the forest Krsna thought, “Those
who love Me feel sad when I leave. So let Me take
their mmnds with Me”

But the Vrajavasi’s eyesalso thought, “What other
objects dowe have but Krsna?” So they also followed
Him In this way the Vrajavasis entered their homes
like hiberated souls that maintain their bodiesonly as

anexternal custom. @
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Cauragraganya Purusastakam

Eight Prayers
Clorifying
the Best of Thieves

Translation and Purport

Bhajanamrta

By His Holiness Gour Govinda Swami

Ls

vraje prasiddhar nava-nita-cauram
gopangananiar ca dukiila-cauram
aneka-janmajita-papa-cauram
CAUragraganyam purusam nammi

Pl

sri-radhikaya hrdayasya caurarm
navambuda-syamala-kanti-cauram
padasritanim ca samasta-caurarh
cauragraganyam purusant namami

3.
akiricani-krtya padasritam yah
karoti bhiksur pathi geha-hinam
kenapy aho! bhisana-caura drg
drstah Sruto v na jagat-traye “pi

4.

yadiya namapi haraty asesar
Qiri-prasiaran api papa-rasin
ascaryarupo nanu caura idrg
drstah sruto va na mayi kadapi

F

5.
dhanarii ca manar ca tathendriyini

pranarms ca hrtva mama sarvam eva
palayase kutra dhrto hadya caura
tvari bhakti-damnasi maya mruddhah

6.

chinatsi ghorarit yama-pasa-bandhar
bhinatsi bhimam bhava-pasa-bandham
chinatsi sarvasya samasta-bandhar
naivatmano bhakta-krtam tu bandham

7

man-manase tamasa-rasi-ghore
kard-grhe duhkhamaye mbaddhah
labhasova he caura! hare! ciraya
sva-caurya-dosocitam eva dandam

8.
kara-grhe vasa sada hrdaye madiye
mad-bhakti-pasa-drda-bandhana-niscalah san
tvari krsna he! pralaya-koti-satantare "pi
sarvasva caura hrdayan nahi mocayam

.f_":.?\(-o-

Sri Krishna Kathamrita page 55



Cauragraganya Purusastakam

—= Translation

a pay my obeisance’s unto that

<y Il Supreme thief, Lord Hari who is the
leader of all thieves. He steals the
butter from the houses of the damsels of
Vrajabhiimi. He steals all the garments of the
damsels of Vrajabhtimi, such a great thief!
He’s famous for his acts of stealing. He steals
all the sinful reactions ot His devotees. Such a
great thief, Supreme thief. I pay my
obeisance’s unto that Supreme thief.

2. He steals the heart of Radharani. He
steals the blackish hue of the dark cloud. He
steals everything! Those who take shelter at
His lotus feet, He steals everything from him.
All his possessions, all his material assets,
money, everything! Even his mind He steals.
Such a great Supreme thief. I pay my
obeisance’s unto that Supreme thief.

3. Those who take shelter at His lotus feet,
He takes away everything. He takes away
their material wealth, their wife, their
children, their kith and kin, material relations,
He takes everything. Then those persons
become paupers, become beggars on the
street. Such a great thief who steals
everything, takes away everything. No house,
no hut, nothing, beggar on the street. I have
not seen, I have never heard of such a great
thief. The Supreme thief in all the three
worlds. I pay my obeisance’s unto that
Supreme thief.

4. If someone hears His holy name, He
steals all his sinful reactions. Such a great
thief. If someone only hears His name, He
takes away all his sinful reactions, so
wonderful. Such a wonderful thief I've never
seen, never heard of. I pay my obeisance’s
unto that Supreme thief.

5. O great thief, stealing all our assets, bank
balance, money, land, property, prestige,
fame, senses, mind, heart,
everything, and you're
running away! Where are You
running! I'll

catch hold of You, You great thief! Now You
are caught up. Now I will bind You with this
rope of love. Where will you go now? Great
thief, running away, taking everything. Now
You are caught up! Now I'll bind You. Now
You are bound up with this rope of love, very
strong rope. Now You cannot run away!

6. You may cut off the rope of Yamaraj. You
may cut off this material bondage, You may
cut off all sorts of bondage here, but You
cannot cut off this bondage of love. Now You
are in my bondage, You cannot cut off this
bondage of love. I have bound You up now.

7. O great thief, Lord Hari, generally
thieves are put into the prison house, very
dark prison house. Now I'll put You in this
very dark prison house of my heart, the real
prison for You. I'll put You here forever! This
is the proper punishment for your act of
stealing. Be here forever in this prison house
of my heart, forever! I'll never release You!

8. Now I bind You with the rope of love
and put You in the prison house of my heart.
Stay there, stay there, stay there! Unshaking,
unshaking, You cannot free yourself, very
tight bondage! O Krsna, You have stolen
everything from me, my material assets, my
name, fame, my beauty, my reputation, my
kith and kin, my family members, my heart,
mind, everything You have stolen! So this is
the befitting punishment, for You to remain
here in this prison house of my heart. Very
tightly bound up with the rope of love,
forever, forever. If crores of pralaya come [if
the universe is destroyed and created millions
of times over] still I won’t release You from
here, You stay here. It is a befitting
punishment for You, such a great thief.

Purport
By this Krsna gets pleasure, “yes very nice
punishment I have got now.” He’s very much
pleased, happy there in that prison

house.

In his Bhagavatam

=~ 8.19.32 Srila
Prabhupada

describes:

Sy




Cauragraganya Purusastakam

Hari means one who
takes away. Visvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura explains in
this regard the very word han
=<3y ¥ ! means “one who takes away, one
who steals” Takes away all his
miseties. If one connects himselt
with Hari, The Supreme Personality
k of Godhead, then Lord Hari takes
away ail his miseries, his reputation,
education, beauty, assets, everything He
takes away. This is special favor to him. Then
he'll completely take shelter of the lotus feet
of Krsna. Nobody is there, no men no money,
He took everything so where shall | go, who
will support me, only Him. So I'll take shelter
at Your lotus feet, this is special favor. This is
the special favor of the Lord toward a sincere

devotee,

yasyaham anugrhnami
harisye tad-dhanam sanaih
(Bhag. 10.88.8)

The Lord said to Maharaja Yudhisthira, “The
first instaliment of my mercy towards a
devolee is that | take away all his
possessions, especially his material opulence,
his money, everything.” This is the special
favor of the Lord towards a sincere devotee. If
a sincere devotee wants Krsna, but at the
same time he’s attached to material posses-
sions that hinder his advancement in Krsna
consciousness, by tactics the Lord takes

away all his possessions, that is special favor.
Let there be no more hindrance at all. No

hindrance at all. All material possessions, all
material wealth, all material relations,
everything. He makes that person a beggar on
the street. People are atraid, “Hey don't do
Hari bhajana, He’ll take away everything.
You'll become a beggar on the street.” That
happens, svajana duhkha-duhkhitam, then his
friends, relatives desert him. “Hey, this person
has become a pauper now, no money, he has
no wealth. If we keep friendship with him,
then he’ll ask us give money, give money. Let
us go away from him and desert him.” This is
special favor, special favor. Sa vai manan krsna-
padaravindayor, now his mind is only fixed at
the lotus feet of Krsna nobody is there. No
men, no money, no friend, no support from
any side. Then who'll support me? To whom
shall I go? Only to Lord Hari who has taken
away everything. “All right You have taken

away everything from me, now I'll come to
You. Now I am completely at Your lotus feet.
Yes, this is special favor.

Although Bali Maharaja was a devotee, he
was attached to material possessions. There-
fore the Lord, being kind to him, showed His
special favor by appearing as the dwart
Vamana and taking away all his material
possessions, and his mind as well. With His
two feet, two tiny feet, He took away
everything, all land and property, all
material opulence, education, power,
strength, everything He took away with his
two feet. Then where is the place for His
third step? Bali found no place to offer Him.
All right, complete dedication, he took
compete shelter and Bali became Mahajana.

- Don’t think that Bali sustained any loss - no

loss. He gained a hundred fold, thousand

fold. If you give everything to Lord Hari,
there is no loss at all. Lord Hari will pay you
back a thousand fold, you cannot imagine,
you cannot conceive at all. He'll pay back in
such a way, that there is no loss at all. If you
have complete faith, He’ll take away
everything from you. That means there will
be no hindrance at all for Hari-bhajana, with
body mind and speech you’ll do Hari
bhajana, with no material attachments,
because He has taken away everything, no
hindrance. If some material property is there,
money, bank balance, friends are there, then
you may be attached. So He takes away
everything. No attachment, only one attach-
ment, the lotus feet of Krsna. That is real
favor, special favor, that Hari takes away
everything. All right let that Hari take away
everything. That's very good! He takes away
our heart. Give your heart to Him. Why are
you keeping it with yourself? Let that great
thief take it away - your heart, all your
possessions - everything. Yes very good,
Caura-graganya, great thief, Supreme thief, I

pay my obeisance’s to Him, Haribol! @
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The Strength of Mother Yasoda’s Ropes

n one occasion Krsna was
speaking to Nava Vrnda when
she asked the Lord why it was
that Nalakiivera and Manigriva, after they
were freed from their forms as trees by
Krsna, why didn’t they then free Krsna
from the ropes that Mother Yasoda had
used to bind him to the wooden grinding
morter? Krsna then replied:

vatsalya-mandala-mayena mamoru-damna
yap ko ‘pi bandha-garima niramay1 matrd

tan muktaye parama-bandha-vimoksano “pi
naham ksame sakhi parasya tu ki kathatra

My mother tightly bound Me with the
strong rope of maternal love. Although I
can release all living entities from the
bonds of repeated birth and death, still 1
have no power to untie My mother’s ropes.
If T have no power, what can be said of the
power of others to untie these ropes?

- Lalita Madhava By Srila Rapa Gosvami
Act 9 text120

Binding Krsna

krsna-sravana-pasat tvarm
niryato dhyana-rajjubhih

griahyas tabhyas ca niryato
nama-kirtana-srnkhalaih

tvad-bhakti-lolitenadya

na maya jatu moksyase

vrio dhrto ‘si gadham tvam

pita-kauseya-vasast

Slokamrt&’

My dear Lord Krsna, O You who are
dressed in beautiful yellow silken
garments. With my love for You, I have
now bound You up with the ropes of
hearing Your Katha, the cords of
meditating on Your beauty, and the chains
of chanting Your Holy names. Now I have
captured you and you will never escape.
Srila Sanatana Gosvami's “Dig-daréini-tika”
commentary on his own Sri Brhad-
Bhagavatamrta 2.1.1

Bondage of Nondevotees

tavad ragadayah stenis
tavat kara-grham grham
tavan moho ‘nghri-nigado
yavat krsna na te janah

O Krsna, as long as people are not Your
devotees their desires are thieves, their
homes are prisons, and their love for others
is a pair of shackles binding their feet.
Srimad-Bhiagavatam 10.14.36

The Thief of Gokula

gokulair gokular ninye
gokularm gokulair haran

gokulam gokula strinarm
gokulair gokulesvarah

The Lord of Gokula, drove His cows (go
kula), as He entered Gokula, stealing the
senses (go kula), of the young girls of
Gokula and the eyes of the people of
Gokula.

- Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami. @

=]
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This Gitopanisad, Bhagavad-gita, is the essence of all the Upanisads, and is just like a cow.
And Lord Krsna, who is famous as a cowherd boy, is milking this cow.

Arjuna 1s just like a calf, and learned scholars and pure devotees are to drink the
nectarean milk of Bhagavad-gita.



A Lecture on Bhagavad-gita 6.30 by
His Holiness Gour Govinda Swami
une 1, 1993, in Baltimors, USA

Krishna's
Beauty Far Excels
Millions of Cupios

M Krsna came 5,000
years ago in His
own svdrupd, m
the form of Nanda-nandana,
Yasoda-nandana - the son of
Nanda Maharaja and
Yasoda-mata. He is known
as madhuryaka nilaya Krsna,
the source of all beauty.
Nobody is as beautiful as
Krsna. The Brahma-sarithiti
(5.30) says, kandarpa-koti-
Kamaniya-visesa-sobhari,
“Krsna’s beauty far excels
that of millions of Cupids.”
Cupid appears very beauti-
ful in this material world.
Everybody here is attracted
by Cupid. Who 1s not
attracted by Cupid? Every-
body is attracted by Cupid,
but Krsna’'s beauty far excels

that of millions of Cupids.
He is known as vrndavane
‘aprakrta navina madana’ (Cc.
M. 8.138) One of the names
of Cupid is Madana. And
Krsna is orndavane ‘aprakria
naving madana,” “In the
spiritual realm of
Vrndavana, Krsna is the
spiritual, ever-fresh Cupid.”
He is the transcendental, not
material Cupid. That is
Krsna. One of the names of
Krsna is Madana-mohana,
He who even enchants
Madana — Cupid. Cupid
enchants everybody here in
this world, but Krsna en-
chants Cupid. That is Krsna.

Analyzing the Name of
Knishna

If you analyze this word
‘Krsna, Udyoga-parva of



Vraja Prema in the Gita

Mahabharata states:

krsir bhii-vacakah Sabho
nas ca nirvrti-vdcaxan
tayor aikyam pram brahma
krsna ity abhidiyate
[cited in Cc. Madhya 9.30]

Krs plus na is Krsna. Krs is the verbal root,
a Sanskrit word, and it means all-attraction.
And na means ananda vicakah — all pleasure.
So krs plus na combined together is Krsna.
Attraction plus all pleasure combined to-
gether. See how His name is composed, can
you relish His name? Have you developed
taste to relish the name of Krsna? No, because
of being afflicted with jaundice. A person
afflicted by jaundice cannot taste the sweet-
ness of sugar candy. Sugar candy is very
sweet, but jaundice is a disease in which bile
is in excess, pitia. If you give that person
sugar candy he will say, “Bitter!”
Why? Sugar candy is sweet, why
does it taste bitter to him? Because
he is afflicted with jaundice. His bile
1s excessive. Similarly, Krsna’s name
is such:

krsir bhii-vacakah Sabho
nas ca nirorti-vacakah
tayor aikyar pram brahma
krsna ity abhidiyate

attraction, plus dnanda,
pleasure, combined together
18 Krsna. His form is so
sweet, Syama tri-bhanga-
Ialitam. f;}rﬁmaamdara, though
in three places crooked, is very beautiful. His
beauty far excels that of millions of Cupids.

Krsna is known as Lila Purusottama, He
manifests all varieties of /ilds. He came 5,000
years ago in His own svariipa. At the end, in
His Kuruksetra-lila, He gave His message in
the form of Bhagavad-gita. He spoke it to
Arjuna. Through Arjuna He gave this mes-
sage, to the whole of mankind. We should not
think that He only gave it to Arjuna. Through
Arjuna He gave this knowledge, this message
to the whole of mankind. We call this sakha-
candra-nyaya. ‘Nyaya’ means logic, ‘sakha’

) S

means branch of the tree and ‘candra’ means
moon. The branch and the moon logic. The
child cries, so what does the mother do? The
mother says, “Don’t you see the moon there,
very effulgent silver plate? Don’t you want to
have it?” Then the child says, “Yes, mother,
where is it? Where is it?” “Don’t you see it? It
is in the sky.” The full moon looks like an
etfulgent silver plate. Very beautiful, but it
cannot be seen because the branches of some
tree are obstructing the vision. It is just at the
opening of some branches, but the child
cannot see it. “Where is it, where is it, where
is it, mother?” “Look at this tree. Look at that
big branch there!” She is pointing out the
tree’s branch and thus the mother shows the
moon. This is the logic - sakha-candra-nyaya.
By pointing out the tree’s branch the
mother shows the moon to the child.
Similarly, pointing out to Arjuna, Krsna
shows everything to mankind. This is
$akna-candra-nyaya.

The Puwmpose of Ounr Eyes
is to See
the Beautiful Fomm of Kwishna

It is not a very easy thing to under-
stand Krsna. Syamar tri-bhanga-lalitar.
He is Syamasundara, so beautiful. His
beauty far excels that of millions of

Cupids. Everyone is enchanted by
Cupid, but Krsna enchants Cupid,
so He is known as
Madana-mohana. If
somebody is fortunate
enough and becomes
enchanted by Krsna, he
will never again be enchanted by Cupid.
Why should you become enchanted by
Cupid? Krsna enchants Cupid, but Cupid
enchants you. If you become enchanted by
Krsna, then why will you become enchanted
by Cupid? No more. This is the goal of our
human birth, to understand Krsna and to see
Krsna, the all-beautiful form of
Q}rﬁmasundara. If your eye can see the
beauty of Krsna, whose beauty far excels that
of millions of Cupids, how will it be that
your eye wants to see the ugly witch maya?
In other words, if that person is fortunate

-
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enough and becomes enchanted by Krsna,
Qyﬁmasundara, he will never again be en-
chanted by Cupid in his life. Finished. No
more connection with the material world! But
who can see Krsna all day, at every moment
and everywhere? And Krsna says, “See Me!
See Me! You possess eyes, so see Me! Then
that is the perfection of your possessing eyes.”
Otherwise, what is the purpose of your eyes
to see the ugly witch maya? But is there any
beauty in this witch?

Krsna is suhrdar sarva-bhitanari, the only
well-wishing friend of all living entities.

bhoktaram yajtin-tapasam
sarva-loka-mahesvaram
suhrdam sarva-bhutanam
jAatoa mam Santim rcchati

In the last verse of the Fifth Chapter, Krsna
says, “One who knows Me as the only well-
wishing friend of all living entities will get
peace.” Everyone wants peace. “Q, I cannot
find peace.” People are making so many
efforts, and so many plans and projects, so
many organizations are being created to
establish peace. But there is no peace; Why?
Krsna says how you can get peace. One who
knows that Krsna is the only enjoyer -
bhokiaram yajfia-tapasam will get peace. No-
body is the enjoyer, the jiva cannot be the
enjoyer. And, sarva-loka-mahesvaram, Krsna is
the Lord of both the spiritual and material
worlds, suhrdam sarva-bhittanam, “1 am the
only well-wishing friend of all living entities.”
But if one does not know it, how will he get
peace? In other words, we may say that one
who has established his loving relationship
with Krsna will get peace. Otherwise how can
he get peace? If you have not established a
loving relationship with Krsna, but rather you
have established a relationship with maya, or
the material world, based on the material
body and bodily relations, how can you get
peace? Krsna is all-peaceful, supremely
peaceful—santi parayana. Krsna is the Su-
preme Eternal. That which is eternal is peace-
ful, but that which is not eternal, temporary or
material, that is just the opposite, not peace-
ful. Therefore Krsna says this thing, and one
who knows it will get peace.

Confidential, More Confidential,
and the Most Con{idential Instruction

Krsna gave His message to us because He
is the only well-wishing friend of all living
entities. He gave His message in the form of
Rhagavad-giti through Arjuna to all of man-
kind. He gave confidential instructions, more
confidential instructions and the most confi-
dential instruction. The most confidential
instruction is man-mana bhava mad-bhakto mad-
yaji mar namaskury and saroa-dharman
parityajya mam ekarn Saranam vraja. This 1s His
most confidential instruction. “Think of Me
always. Become My bhakia — My devotee,
and My servant. Engage in My service.”
Krsna says this because He is the sevya vastu.
He is to be served and everyone is His ser-
vant, sevaka. Ekale ivara krsna, ara saba bhrtya
(Cc. Adi 5.142): “The only one to be served is
the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna, Parameévara. All
others, other than Krsna, are servants—
bhrtya.” Only Krsna is to be served, He is the
sevya vastu. Therefore He says, mad-bhakio,
“Become My bhakta and engage in My ser-
vice.” So, have you become a servant of
Krsna? No, miyira naphora haya cira dina bule,
“You are wandering in this material world,
having become a servant of miya.” We have
not become servants of Krsna, rather we have
become servants of miyi. ‘Naphor’ means
servant. From time immemorial, the jiva has
been wandering in this material world, hav-
ing become a servant of maya. We have not
become servants of Krsna. Krsna is our well-
wishing friend, and therefore He says, “Be-
come My servant.” because He 1s to be served,
whereas all others are servants. Man-mana

bhava mad-bhakto mad-yaji, “Worship Me.” The
only worshipable Deity is Krsna. Mar-
namaskuru, “Pay your obeisances unto Me,
then you will come to Me.” That is the goal of
life: to approach the lotus feet of Krsna, to
understand Krsna and to get Krsna. Sarva-
dharman parityajya mam ekam Saranam vraja,
“Give up all varieties of dharma, occupations,
and just surrender unto Me.” This is the last
instruction Krsna gave. Is it possible to give
up all varieties of dharma and just surrender
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H.H. Gour Govinda Swami1

unto Krsna? It 1s very easy to say. We all say
this when we go out to preach, “Hey, Krsna
has said in the Bhagavad-gita, sarva-dharman
parityajya mam ekam Saranari vraja, “Give up
all varieties of dharma and just surrender unto
Me.” You say it, he says it, I say it, everybody
says it, but are you really surrendered your-
self, or are you only speaking from the lips?
How will it be effective if you speak from the
lips only? If you are not surrendered yourself,
you can go on speaking for thousands of
lives, still your preaching will never be suc-
cessful. It will never be effective because you
are not really surrendered yourself. So how
can one be surrendered? Man-mana bhava,
Krsna says, “Think of Me always, day and
night. Only keep Me in your mind twenty-
four hours a day. No other thoughts should be
there. Drive out all other thoughts from your
mind.” But how will it be? Is it easy? Are you
thinking of Krsna? Suta mita ramani ra cinta:

“The mind 1s thinking of his wite, thinking of
his son, his daughter, his so-called friend.” Is
the stupid mind thinking of Krsna? No. Why
is it not thinking of Krsna, why is it thinking
of his wife, son, daughter or friend? Because
he has developed some love and affection
towards this material body, and bodily rela-
tions, wife, son, daughter, friend, etc. In other
words, he has putl his body and bodily rela-
tions on the platform of love. He has not put
Krsna on the platform of love, so how can the
stupid mind think of Krsna? Without love it is
not at all possible to always think of Krsna,
man-mani bhava, or to surrender, because it is
based on love. Surrender, or saranagati is
based on love.

Deep Purponrt to the Word Vraja

Sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekari1 Saranati
vraja. This word “vraja’ is very significant. If
you see Srila Prabhupada’s translation of the
Gitd, he has given the word for word mean-
ing. And what meaning has he given for
‘vraja’? ‘Go’ or ‘surrender’, but it has a very
deep purport to it. The acaryas say “vraja’ here
means vraja prema - the prema, or love avail-
able in Vrajabhtimi, Vimdavana, Krsna’s
abode. Krsna talks about that prema. Without
that prema there is no question of true surren-
der or complete surrender. So without that
prema your so-called surrender is either
artificial, partial or conditional, not true and
not complete.

Krsna has said this, but only theoretically.
Then He wound up His lil2 and went back to
His abode Goloka Vindavana where He
thought, “O, I said everything and gave
confidential, more confidential and the most
confidential instruction through Arjuna to all
of mankind, but how many can understand
it?” It is not easy to understand, because it is
to be understood in tattva, in truth. Krsna said
it i1s to be understood in tattfva.

janma karma ca me divyam
evarh yo vetti tattvatah
tyaktod deham punar janma
naiti mam eti so’rjund
(Bhagavad-gita 4.9)
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Repeatedly Krsna says this. “My birth, My
activities, My lilds are not material. They are
transcendental. One who understands it,
knows it in tattva, in truth, then after quitting
this body he will come to Me. No rebirth,
punar janma naiti.” That means you will never
have to come down here. Why shall you have
to come down here again? For one who has
gone to Krsna and who has understood Krsna
in tattva, Krsna says clearly there will be no
rebirth. Birth and death is here in this material
world, but there is no question of birth and
death in the spiritual world, the eternal world.
So that is the goal of human birth, to under-
stand Krsna in tattva.

na tu mam abhijananti
tattvenatas cyavanti te
(Bhagavad-giti 9.24)

are in the bodily conception of life.” Who has
developed Krsna consciousness? Rather, it is
all body consciousness, bodily relationships.
Everything, the be-all and end-all of life is to
just satisfy the demands of this body. And
what are the demands of the body? ghara-
nidra-bhayi-maithuna—eating, sleeping,
defending and mating. These are the de-
mands, or requirements of the body. And
everyone is running after them. Running after
how to satisty the demands of the body, give
pleasure and enjoyment to the body. “This is
the be—all and end—all of my life.” Therefore
people are struggling hard, toiling like asses,
gardhavera mata ami kori parisrama. They are
toiling very hard like an ass that carries a very
heavy burden. The master gives lashes ‘ping!
ping!” and the ass moves, but for what pur-
pose? The ass knows only two things; his
belly and his genitals. He doesn’t know
anything beyond that. Therefore he toils so

“One who does not know Me in tattva,”
Krsna says, “will fall down here again and
again.” Who falls down? That is one who has

not understood Krsna in tattva.

tato mam tattvato jnatva
visate tad-anantaram

(Bhagavad-gita 18.55)

"Visate” means "enters.” Krsna says, “Un-
derstanding Me in tativa, in truth, he enters
into My kingdom and never comes down here
again.” But Krsna thought, “How many can
understand this? In Kali-yuga, which is the
most sinful, degraded age, consciously or
unconsciously, everyone is engaged in sinful
activities. The consciousness of the people is
very, very polluted. Degraded consciousness.
So how can they understand? They don’t
know anything beyond this body. All of them

hard, day and night, just to get a bundle of
grass and to run behind a she-ass for sex. This
is ass-consciousness, not human conscious-
ness, not Krsna consciousness. But Krsna 1s
your only well-wishing friend. So, Krsna
thinks, “How can they develop Krsna con-
sciousness? How can they understand Me?
How can they see Me and keep Me in their
mind? How can they serve Me and how can
they surrender unto Me? It is not easy,” Krsna

thinks, “I have said all these things theoreti-
cally. I have not demonstrated practically how
to surrender so [ have to go again.” Therefore
He came again in the form of Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

Knishna Spoke Theoretically What
Mahaprabhu Teaches Practically
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cira-kila nahi kari prema-bhakti dana
bhakti ving jagatera nahi gvasthana

“For a long time I have not bestowed
unalloyed loving service to Me upon the
inhabitants of the world. Without such loving
attachment, the existence of the material

world i1s useless.”
(Ce. Adi 3.14)

yuga-dharma pravartdimu nama-sankirtana
cari-bhava-bhakti diya nacamu bhuvana

“I shall personally inaugurate the religion
of the age—nama-sankirtana, the congrega-
tional chanting of the holy name. I shall make
the world dance in ecstasy, realizing the four
mellows of loving devotional service.”

(Cc. Adi 3.19)

apani karimu bhakta-bhava angikare
apani acari’ bhakti sSikhaimu sabare

“I shall accept the role of a devotee, and 1
shall teach devotional service by practicing it
myself.”

(Cc. Adi 3.20)

apane ni kaile dharma Sikhana na yaya
ei ta’ siddhanta gita-bhagavate gaya

“Unless one practices devotional service
himself, he cannot teach it to others. This
conclusion is indeed confirmed throughout
the Gita and Bhagavatam.”

(Cc. Adi 3.21)

mellows in a relationship with Krsna: santa,
dasya, sakhya, vatsalya and madhurya, but when
Krsna comes as Mahaprabhu He discards
santa rasa. Theretore Krsna says cari bhava-
bhakti diya nacamu bhuvana: “1 will make the
whole world dance and chant Hare Krsna.”
That means chanting purely. If you have
developed pure love for Krsna and you
develop that bhava, that loving mood, then if
you chant, automatically you will dance. My
Guru Maharaja Srila Prabhupada says, “Ev-
erybody can take part, even a dog can, be-
cause it is jiva-dharma - the dharma of the soul.
So even a dog can take part. When
Mahaprabhu came He made the jungle ani-
mals dance. On His way to Vrndavana He
was passing through the jungle of jharikhanda
chanting Hare Krsna, and He made the ani-
mals chant. Tigers, lions, deer, dogs and hogs
all chanted Hare Krsna and danced. Only
Mahaprabhu can do such a thing because He
is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He
has come here to give that prema. Gauranga
Mahaprabhu is known as Prema .
Purusottama, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead who gives love of Godhead. Krsna
1s known as Lila Purusottama, who manifests
all varieties of /ila, but Mahaprabhu is known
as Prema Purusottama and therefore He says
cari bhava-bhakti diya nacamu bhuovana: “I will
make the whole world dance in the four
mellows of bhakti; dasya, sakhya, vatsalya and
madhurya.” So that is what He did. Apana
karimu bhakta-bhava angikare: “I will go and
assume the mood of a bhakia —a devotee,
not the mood of Bhagavan.” That is

" G Gaura’s mood. Although He is

Krsna thinks like this, “I
have not given prema-bhakii,
yet many, many, innumer-
able yugas have gone past.”
Bhakti vina jagatera nahi
avasthana: “Without this
prema-bhakti this existence is
useless. So I will go and
establish the yuga-dharma of
nama-sankiriana; hare krsna hare
krsna krsna krsna hare hare hare rama
hare rama rama rama hare hare.” Cari bhava-
bhakti diya nacamu bhuvana. Krsna says cari—
tour. He never says five. There are five chief

Krsna, Bhagavan, His mood is
different. That is bhakia-bhava,
the mood of a devotee, espe-
cially the mood of
Radharani, radhabhiva. Apani
acari’ bhakti Sikhaimu sabara:
“I will teach bhakti by practic-
ing it Myself.” Because unless
one practices himself he cannot
teach. Unless one observes it in
his own life, how can he teach? If it
is only theoretical, there will be no effect

at all. It will be like blank fire—without effect.
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apane na katle dharma Sikhana na yiya
ei ta’ siddhanta gita-bhagavate gaya
(Cec. Adi 3.21)

“Unless one practices devotional service
himself, he cannot teach it to others. This is
the conclusion drawn in Bhagavad-gita and
Bhagavatam.” So Krsna came in the form of
Mahaprabhu, as a practical teacher, to teach
us how to develop premua, love, and how to cry
for Krsna, how to think of Krsna day and
night, twenty-four hours, and how to surren-
der unto Krsna.

atyanta durlabha prema koribara dana
stkhaye Saranagati bhakatera prana
(Bhaktivinoda Thakura, Saranagati)

Sarandgati, or surrender, is the life and soul

of the devotee—bhakta. And Mahaprabhu
teaches that saranigati. This is the life and soul

holy name, nima-krpd, you can develop prema.
Otherwise, you will never develop prema.
Bhakti vina jagatera nahi avasthana: “Without
this prema-bhakii all existence is useless,”
because this prema is the basis of the world,
the basis of all existence.

Krsna was thinking like that, and thus
Krsna came in the form of Mahaprabhu, to
give prema and to practically teach us
sarandgati and how to think of Krsna always,
man-mand bhava. It is all there in the Gita.
Krsna has said everything, but theoretically,
whereas Mahaprabhu teaches practically. But
do you think Krsna has not spoken about
prema in the Bhagavad-gita? Krsna has spoken
about it, but only theoretically. That is man-
mang bhava mad-bhakto. This is what we are
saying and all our dcdryas have said it. With-
out love you cannot become disa, a servant.
Otherwise, without such love you will be-
come a prefender. You are just pretending

15 'vﬂj?sa, tf;’e calf """

of a devotee. Mahaprabhu gives prema, love of
Godhead, because without prema it is not
possible to surrender. And He gives prema
through chanting His holy name.

namnaioa pradurasid avatarati
pare yatra tar nauny gauram

Prabhodananda Sarasvatipada has said
this in his Caitanya-candramrta, “1 pay my
obeisances unto that Gaura who gives prema
through chanting the holy name; hare krsna
hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare hare rama hare
rama rama rama hare hare.” The chief result of
chanting the holy name is prema, love of
Godhead. Niraparadhe nama loile paye prema
dhana: “If your chanting is offenseless, pure,
you will get prema,” So Mahaprabhu gives
prema through that chanting. If you get
Mahaprabhu’s mercy and the mercy of the

that, “I am serving. I am Krsna’'s servant.” But
you cannot truly be disg—a servant, because
this service is based on prema. In this way
Krsna has spoken about this prema.

Krishna is €the Milkman and
Arjuna is the Calr

There are seven hundred verses in the
Bhagavad-gita, it is the essence of all the Vedas
and Upanisads.

sarvopanisado gavo
dogdha gopala-nandanah
partho vatsah su-dhir bhokta
dugdharit gitamytar mahat
(Gita-mahatmya 6)

“This Gitopanisad, Bhagavad-gita, is the
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essence of all the Upanisads, and is just like a
cow. And Lord Krsna, who is famous as a
cowherd boy, is milking this cow. Arjuna is
just like a calf, and learned scholars and pure
devotees are to drink the nectarean milk of
Bhagavad-gita.” There are many Upanisads, ot
which 108 are famous. The Upanisads are the
topmost portion of the Vedas, and they have
become the cow. But without a calt, the cow
cannot give milk. Arjuna is the calt, partho
vatsah, and who is the milkman? That is
Gopala-nandana, that means Nanda-nandana,
the son of Nanda Maharaja, that is Krsna. So
Krsna is the milkman, Gopala-nandana, and
He milks the cow—all the Upanisads. Then
this transcendental nectarean milk, amrtam, in
the form of Bhagavad-gita came out. And for
whom? 5u-dhir bhokti; tor those who are very
anxious to taste it and have it. For those who
have developed greed for it, this amrta came.
But people these days are very anxious and
eager to drink liquor. They advertise: “COLD
WINE, LIQUOR! Open 24 hours. Come,
drink, dance and dine!” This is going on in
the Western world. So many people are atter
that! But how many are coming to drink this
nectar? Put up a very big sign board; “DRINK
THIS NECTAR—GITAMRTA!” We are giving
such sweet nectarean mellow, amria, [ree of
cost. You are paying so many dollars there,
but here, no money is required, it is free of
cost. But nobody will come because they have
not developed a taste for it. So it says, su-dhir
bhokta, it is given for those who have devel-
oped taste for it. As the calf sucks the udder of
the cow, he drinks milk, so for such interested
persons that have developed taste for it, it is
there. So the milkman is Krsna and partha,
Arjuna, is vatsa, the calt, and he drank it. But

he was not selfish, he gave it to all others:
"You drink, you drink.”

It is said that the Vedas have come out from
the breathing of the Lord, but Bhagavad-gita
has come directly trom the lips of the Lord. So
this Upanisad, which is known as Gitopanisad,
is better than the Vedas. The Upanisads are the
topmost portion of the Vedas, and this
Bhagavad-gita is the amrta, the nectarean
essence, so how can one think that Krsna has
not spoken about prema here? He has spoken

everything.

The Deep Meaning
Within Swrila Prabbhupada’s

Purponts

Everything is there in the seven hundred
verses of the Bhagavad-gita, but in a nutshell.
And whatever is there in Bhagavad-g¢ita, that is
also there in the Srimad-Bhagavatam. Srimad-
Bhagavatam contains 18,000 verses and there
everything is explained elaborately. And
Mahaprabhu has said,

Srimad-bhigavatam praminam amglant premi pum-g1tho makin
sri-caitanya makaprabror matan idam tetradardn na parak

This is Mahaprabhu's opinion. “Srimad-
Bhagavatam is the spotless proof, and it speaks
of prema-bhakti.” So that is what we are say-
ing. Mahaprabhu has come to give that prema
and that prema-bhakti-tattva is described there
in Srimad-Bhagavatam. What is said here in the
seven hundred verses of Bhagavad-gita, is
elaborately explained in Srimad-Bhigavatam.
So Krsna has already spoken about that
prema. In the Gita 6.30, He says:
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yo mam pasyati sarvatra
sarvam ca mayi pasyati
tasydham na pranasyimi
sa ca me na pranasyati

“For one who sees Me every-
where and sees everything in
Me, I am never lost, nor is he
ever lost to Me.”

(Bg. 6.30)

In his purport Srila . o TR

Prabhupada comments,
‘A person in Krsna

consciousness certainly
sees Lord Krsna every-
where, and he sees every-
thing in Krsna.
Such a person
may appear to |
see all separate A,
manifestations of %
the material nature,
but in each and every S
instance he is con- i
scious of Krsha, know- 4
ing that everything is the AR
manifestation of Krsna's ,\A |

energy. Nothing can exist T, i s
without Krsna, and Krsna is T e X

the Lord of everything. This is

the basic principle of Krsha con-

sciousness. Krsna consciousness is the
development of love of Krsna—a position
transcendental even to matenal liberation. It
is the stage beyond self-realization at which
the devotee becomes one with Krsna in the
sense that Krsna becomes everything for the
devotee, and the devotee becomes full in
loving Krsna. An intimate relationship be-
tween the Lord and the devotee then exists.
tn that stage, the living entity can never be
annihilated, nor is the Personality of
Godhead ever out of the sight of the devotee.
To merge in Krsna is spiritual annihilation. A
devotee takes no such risk. 1t is stated in the
Brahma-samhita:

premafjana-cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena
santah sadaiva hrdayesu vilokayant:
yam syamasundaram acintya-guna-svaripam
govindam adipurusam tam aham bhajami

“I worship the primeval Lord, Govinda, who

is always seen by the devotee whose eyes
are anointed with the pulp of love. He is seen

in His eternal form of Syamasundara situated
within the heart of the devotee.” (Bs. 5.38) At
this stage, Lord Krsna never disappears from
the sight of the devotee, nor does the devo-
tee ever lose sight of the Lord. in the case of
a yogiwho sees the Lord as
Paramatma within the hean, the
same applies. Such a yogr
turns into a pure devotee and
cannot bear to live for a
moment without seeing the
Lord within himself”

We were quoting from
Cattanya-caritamrta, prema
ving jagatera nani
grasthana: “There i1s no
base of this world

without prema.” And
that is what 1s said
here in
.. 4 Prabhupada’s
-4 purport, “Nothing
,/ can exist without
" Krsna.” Krsna is the
only object of love -
pritir-visaya. So what
nt does it mean, "Nothing can
0. exist without Krsna?" It has a
very deep purport. In one line
many things are there. If you explain
one line from Prabhupada’s purport, it will
take days and days together. It is only a very
short purport but so many things are there.
"Nothing can exist without Krsna.” What does
it mean? Krsna says, yo mam pasyati sarvatra:
“For one who sees Me everywhere, I am
everything to him.” But how can one see
Krsna everywhere? If we read further, we will
find Prabhupada has said, “It is a question of
prema. Krsna is the Lord of everything—sarva
loka mahesovaram. This is the basic principle of
Krsna consciousness, to love Krsna, otherwise
there is no question of Krsna consciousness.
That is the highest level of consciousness.”

Five levels of Consciousness

Very often we speak about the five levels of
consciousness. Bhaktivinoda Thakura and
other Gaudiya Vaisnava dciryas have de-
scribed all these things, it is already there. If
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one can understand Bhagavad-gita very well,
one can comprehend everything. Then one
can perceive how Krsna is everything and
how Krsna is the object of love. You will be
able to see Krsna everywhere and see every-
thing in Krsna. There are five levels of con-

sciousness; 1) abruta-cetana; 2) sankucita-cetand;

3) mukulita-cetana; 4) vikacita-cetani, and 5)
purna-vikacita-cetana. 1) Covered conscious-
ness; 2) shrunken consciousness; 3) budding
consciousness; 4) blossoming consciousness,
and 5) completely blossoming consciousness.
Completely blossoming consciousness means
complete Krsna consciousness. That is what is
said here. Krsna consciousness is the highest
level of consciousness and in the human form
of life the opportunity has been given to
elevate one’s level of consciousness to the
highest level of consciousness. That is com-
plete Krsna consciousness. In species other
than human, no such opportunity is there.
They cannot elevate their level of conscious-
ness. Out of a total of eighty-four lakhs
[8,400,000] of different species, there are
eighty lakhs of species other than human
beings, like aquatic animals, hills, trees, birds,
bees, insects, germs and worms, etc. Only
tour lakhs of types of human beings are there,
catur laksani manusah. So all of these eighty-
four lakhs come under those five levels of
consciousness, but the eighty lakhs of species
other than human species, come under the
two levels, covered consciousness and
shrunken consciousness. They cannot go
beyond these two. So, there are four lakhs of

human beings, catur
laksani manusah, as con-
tirmed in Padma Purana.
In consideration of the
blossoming of their
consciousness, all human
beings come under one of
three levels of conscious-
ness, budding conscious-
ness, blossoming con-
sciousness and com-
pletely blossoming con-
sciousness—that is com-
plete Krsna conscious-
ness. One who attains or
elevates himself to the
highest level of consciousness or Krsna con-
sciousness, can see Krsna everywhere. Yo mam
pasyati sarvatra sarvam ca mayi pasyati: “For one
who sees Me everywhere and sees everything
in Me.” That is what Krsna says in this verse.
Others cannot see Him. How can that be?

The Gita Speaks Abouat
Prema, Love of God

Who attains the highest level of conscious-
ness? That is another question. If you read
further Prabhupada has said, “This is the
basic principle of Krsna consciousness. Krsna
consciousness is the development of love of
Krsna.” Here it is said, then how can you say
there is no mention of love? Everything has
been said here, but one has to understand it.
Prabhupadaji Maharaja says that Krsna
consciousness is the development of love of
Krsna. That is Krsna consciousness, otherwise
how can you see Krsna? From the purport:

“...a position transcendental even to material
liberation. At this stage of consciousness, beyond
self realization, a devotee becomes one with
Krsna in the sense that Krsna becomes everything
for the devotee and the devotee becomes full in

loving Krsna”

That is Krsna-prema, so has it not been said
here? “...an intimate relationship between the
Lord and the devotee then exists...” Tt is an
intimate, most perfect, eternal loving relation-
ship with Krsna. The jiva has an eternal,
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perfect loving relationship with Krsna. Krsna
is the only object of love and Krsna is the only
relationship. In Caitanya-caritamria it says,
Krsna sei mukhya sambandha: “Everything and
everybody is related to Krsna. Krsna is the
chief relationship.”

ahar sarvasya prabhavo
mattah sarodr pravariate
iti matva bhajante mam
budha bhava-samanoitih

This is a question of relationship. Krsna
has spoken about this loving mood. “I am the
source of all manifestations. Everything has
emanated from Me. The budhis—learned
persons, or panditas—who know this tattva, or
truth, do My bhajana, bhajante ma, in a loving
mood, bhava-samanvitah.” So what 1s that
bhava? That is bhava-bandhana - a loving mood.

Gems in the Ocean

In Ujjvala-nilamani Rapa Goswarmni has
defined prema, and the same
1s mentioned in Bhagavad-
gita. Krsna has said every-
thing, but it has to be under-
stood. Not just by superfi-
cially reading. Therefore go
deep, deeper, to the deeper-
most region. This is like an
unlimited ocean. One of the
synonyms of ocean is raiid-
garbha, it contains invaluable
gems - raing. But where 1s it
available? Only in the
deeper-most region of the
ocean. If you float on the
surface, you will only collect
fish, nothing more than that.
You cannot get the gem, or
ratna unless you go deep,
deeper, to the deeper-most
region. Try to understand it
very well. I you float on the
surface of the sea, you will
only collect fish. So you are
just collecting fish. You
cannot go deep, deeper, to
the deepest region of the

in U;;vala-mlaf*fj_am
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ocean to collect that ratna, mvaluable gem.
And what is that ratna? That is the prema-
ratna. This love is the ratna, the invaluable
gem. Helaya harainu ami krsna prema-ratana;
“Due to my carelessness, I am losing this
Krsna-prema-ratna,” Narottama dasa Thakura
sings. So go deep, into the deeper most region
of the ocean, then you can collect this ratna.

Love Yenrses Lust

Is it said here, “An intimate relationship
between the Lord and the devotee then ex-
ists...” That is the eternal, intimate loving
relationship. Everything and everybody is
related to Krsna. Is there any other relation-
ship? This is sambandha-jiana. Vede tri-tattva
koi: “In the Vedas there are three tattvas.” That
is sambandha-tattva, abhideya-tattva, and
prayojana-tattoa. Sambandha-tattva means the
tattva of sambandha-jiiana, how everybody and
everything is related to Krsna. Abhideya
means bhakti, and prayojana is prema, the
ultimate goal. Three fattvas are there, therefore
Krsna has
said aha
sarvasya
prabhavah: “1
am the
source of all
manifesta-
tions. kvery-
thing has
emanated
from Me.
Learned
persons
know this
and thus
they engage
themselves
in My
bhajana, in
that loving
mood, bhiava-
sambandha.”
So that bhava
is the loving

mood of
seeing

everybody
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and everything as Krsna’s. Yo mim pasyati
sarvatra sarvam ca mayi pasyati: see Krsna
everywhere and see
everything in Krsna!
That is based on love
because without love
how can one see
Krsna? This is the
cternal, perfect loving
relationship with
Krsna, but we have
torgotten it. We have
developed material
relationships, bodily
relationships which
are temporary and not
based on love. The
bodily relationship, which is a temporary and
material relationship, is based on lust, not
love, because love is not available in the
material world. It is golokera prema-dhana, it is
available in Goloka Vrndavana, Krsna's
abode, and Mahaprabhu brought that prema
here. Golokera prema-dhana hari-nama-sankirtana
rati na janmilo kene tay. Narottama dasa
Thakura says, “This love of Krsna is not an
affair of this material world. It is golokera
prema. Why am I not developing attraction
towards it? I am such a rascal because I have
developed attraction to this material body and
temporary, material things.” That is lust,
kama. It is not prema. Lust goes on here in the
name of prema, but there is no prema here. So
one should understand what is this prema-
tattva, priti-tattoa. This bodily relationship here
is temporary and material. Today there is a
relationship and tomorrow it breaks, finished.
And the consequence is unlimited misery, no
real happiness and pleasure.

ye ni samsparsa-ja bhoga
duhkha-yonaya eva te
ady-antavantan kaunteya
na tesu ramate budhan
(Bhagavad-gita 5.22)

Krsna has said everything. “Those who are
real learned panditas do not run after tempo-
rary, material relationships, bodily relation-
ships. The happiness or pleasure derived
from sense enjoyment, samsparsa-ja bhoga, is

Krsna never dlsap ;ff 'fiars
from the sight of a devo-

tee whe has developed
Krsna-prema__ He sees
Krsna eve ; wk

ady-antavanta, temporary. It has a beginning
and an end, adi-anta, it is very fleeting and
temporary like a
tlash ot lightening,
and the conse-
quence is unlimited
misery andanta
duhkha.” So the
panditas who know
this do not run atter
it. They say, “No,
this 1s not real
happiness or plea-
sure. If the conse-
quences are unlim-
ited misery, then
how is it pleasure or
happiness? No.” So, shall we accept this as
prema? “O yes, I love you! I love you!” What
love 1is that? Today loving and the next day
tighting, quarreling and enmity. That is going
on. So 1s this love? It is only based on lust, but
externally, apparently it looks like love. The
dcaryas give this example, that pieces of glass
and pieces of diamond look alike. But there is
heaven and hell ditfference between the two.
Similarly, lust and love apparently look alike
but there is hell and heaven difference be-
tween the two. So you have to understand
this prema-tattoa. And that is said here: “An
intimate relationship between the Lord and
the devotee then exists. In that stage, the
living entity can never be annihilated...” So
where is the question of annihilation? Nityam,
the jiva is eternal, that is what Katha Upanisad
(2.2.13) says:

nitye nityanam cetanas cetananaii
eko bahunam yo vidadhati kaman

The Premi Bhakta Sees
Krishna Everywhenre

In the purport Srila Prabhupada says:
“...nor is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead ever out of the sight of the devotee.”
When the devotee has developed pure love
he can see, otherwise there is no question of
seeing the Supreme Lord. Yo marm pasyati
sarvatra sarvam ca mayi pasyati. How can this
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be without love? That is what Krsna says.
Prabhupada says:

“To merge in Krsna is spiritual annihila-
tion. A devotee takes no such risk. It is stated
in Brahma-sarnthita (5.38):

premafijana-cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena
santah sadaiva hrdayesu vilokayanti
yari syamasundaranm acintya-guna-svarupar
govindam adi-purusart tam ahart bhajami

Prabhupada quotes oE T
TR /
speaks about prema; , e g
premafijana-cchurita: “1 B SR §
worship the primeval '
Lord Govinda, who is
always seen by the
devotee whose eyes
are anointed with the
pulp of love.” So, how
can one say it is not a
question of love?
“Only he can see Me
everywhere and see
everything in Me,
then I am not lost to
him, and he 1s not lost
to Me, yvo mam pasyaii
sarvatra,” Krsna says
in this verse. “...He is seen in His eternal torm
as Syamasundara.” Syamasundara is so
beautiful that His beauty far excels that of
millions of Cupids, kandarpa-koti-kamaniya.
This Krsna is appearing within the heart of a
devotee. “...At this stage Lord Krsna never
disappears from his sight.” This is the stage of
complete Krsna consciousness. One shouid
elevate himself to this level, complete Krsna
conscivusness, which is based on pure love. In
other words, we may say that Krsna never
disappears from the sight of a devotee who
has developed Krsna-prema. He sees Krsna
everywhere. As Prahlada Maharaja saw Him
in a stone pillar. His demonic father,
Hiranyakasipu, said, “What are you saying?
Your Narayana, or God is everywhere? Where
is He? Is He here in this pillar?” But Prahlada
could see because he has developed complete
Krsna consciousness, he is a prema-bhakta. In
the Seventh Canto of Srimad-Bhigavatam,

Prahlada has said ckanta-bhaktir govinde yat
sarvatra tad-iksanam: “One who develops such
unalloyed devotion unto Govinda, will see
Him everywhere.” So Krsna says the same
thing, vo mam pasyati sarvatra sarvar ca mayi
pasyati. How can you see Krsna everywhere
without that loving devotion? Prahlada
Maharaja had developed that, so he saw the
Lord in a stone pillar. But his demonic father,
who was very powerful and who had con-
quered the three
worlds, could not see.
Rather, he drew out his
sword. “All right, I will
see if your Lord is here
in this stone pillar. If
not, this sword will
chop off your head.”
Hirvanvakasipu could
not see the Lord, but
Prahlada could. Krsna
is known as bhakia-
vatsala, He 1s very
affectionate to His
devotees. In Caitanya-
caritamrta, (Madhya.
25.127) Kaviraja
Goswami quotes
Krsna’s own words

bhakta ama preme bandhnyiche hrdaya-bhitare
yihdr rietra pade tahan dehkaye amare

“That premi-bhakta has bound Me up m his
heart with the rope of love. Wherever he looks
he sees Me.” This verse tells us who can see
Krsna everywhere; yo miri pasyati sarovatra.
One who has developed such love; bhakta ama
preme, binds up Krsna in his heart with the
rope of love. Wherever such a devotee looks
he sees, “O yes, Krsna is there,
Qyﬁmasmlda.ra.” And that i1s what Prahlada
Maharaja saw. But unless you are endowed
with such vision, how can you see Krsna? It is
a question of love; premarijana-cchurita. It is
said here, “Nor does the devotee ever lose
sight of the Lord...” This is the stage of com-
plete Krsna consciousness, and is the highest
level of consciousness, complete blossoming
consciousness. It is a question of love. It you
develop such love then the stupid mind can
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think of Krsna. But instead we have devel-
oped some love and atfection towards the
body and the bodily relations; wife, son and
daughter. Therefore, the stupid mind thinks ot
his wite, son and daughter; suta mita ramani ra
cinta. But Krsna is the only object of love, and
if you develop such pure love then the stupid
mind can think of Krsna. Then you cannot
live for a moment without thinking of Krsna,
because He has become the object of your
love. This is love and that is what is men-

prema? Menaka, the heavenly prostitute came
and he became attracted, finished! Therefore
we say that if you are fortunate you will
develop such Krsna-prema. Krsna is all-attrac-
tive. He is the combination of attraction and
pleasure, that is Krsna. We have already
explained that. He attracts Cupid. 50 you are
enchanted by Cupid, but if you become
attracted to Krsna, then Cupid canmot enchant
you. If you are attracted to the beautitul form
of Krsna then how will you become enchanted

tioned here. Without love there is no question
of surrender and no question of man-mana:
Think of Me day and night, twenty-four
hours.” That is what Krsna says.

So the acaryas have said this, and it is also
in the Bhigavatam, because what is given in
the Gitd in a nutshell is elaborately described
in the Bhagavatam. In the Fifth Canto of
Srimad-Bhagavatam (5.5.6) it is stated, pritir na
yavan mayi vasudeve na mucyate deha-yogena
tavat, “As long as you have not developed
priti, love unto Me, Vasudeva, Krsna, you
cannot be delivered from this bodily, material
bondage.” If one develops love for Vasudeva,
Krsna, Hari, he attains the perfection of his
human birth and the perfection of possessing
this human body, mind, senses and intelli-
gence. As confirmed in the Tenth Canto of
Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.87.2); buddhindriva-
manah-prapan jandndm asrjut prubhuh: “The
Supreme Lord manifested the material intelli-
gence, senses, mind and vital air of the living
entities so that they could indulge their
desires for sense gratification.” Repeatedly it
is said. Many, many yogis, jfianis, tapasvis and
siddhas undergo very severe sadhana, penance
and tapasya, but they cannot get Krsna-prema.
In Satya-yuga, the great saint Visvamitra
Muni underwent sixty-thousand years of very
severe tapasya, but what happened to him?
Could he see Krsna? Could he develop Krsua-

by maya, the ugly witch?

Even after sixty thousand years ot such
very severe tapasya, Visvamitra Muni could
still not develop Krsna-prema, and thus he
became attracted towards Cupid, that ugly
witch. So those who practice sidhana for
many, many millions of lives, they cannot
develop Krsna-prema, because Krsna-prema is
golokera prema-dhana, cinmaya vastu. It is
transcendental, not material. It is inconceiv-
able, acintya-tattoa. That is prema, and that is to
be understood. The Gaudiya Vaisnavas, dear
devotees of Mahaprabhu, have called this
prema the para-tattva, or Supreme Truth. The
para-tativa is Krsna, and He is the object of
prema, love. So the para-tattva is prema. And
Srila Prabhupada’s purport says, “The whole
world exists on Krsna consciousness.” That
means the world exists on the basis of love—
premu. The Sruti mantra also says the same.
“This world exists on prema. It has come from
prema, ananda, transcendental pleasure and
this world only continues on the basis of that
prema. The goal is prema, sadya vastu. Our
marching is towards prema. If you are not
marching towards prema, you will glide down
to hell. This is what the Sruti mantra, the Vedas
and all Gaudiya Vaisnava acaryas say, “The
last limit of ananda, or ultimate pleasure is
prema and it is manifested between the loving
bondage of the lover and beloved, premika-
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premika.” In Ujjoala-nilamani, our authority,
Rupa Gosvami, who is known as the rasa-
acirya, gives this definition of prema:” yad
bhava-bandhanatri yiinoh sa prema parikirtitah,”
bondage in a loving mood is prema, and that
bhava-vandhanam, that bondage in love is
eternal and it is immortal. It is always young
and fresh, it never grows old. This is prema.
Although you may see that apparently it 1s
annihilated, but still it is not annihilated.
Prabhupada has said in his purport: “An
intimate relationship between the Lord and
the devotee then exists. In that stage, the
living entity will never be annihilated.”
Prabhupada has said it in one line, but it has
got a very deep purport to it. Rapa Gosvami
has explained it in Ujjvala-nilamani, but unless
you understand that, how can you under-
stand Prabhupada? “Oh, Prabhupada’s books
are there, I will just read them and understand
it.” But how can you understand these points?
No, Prabhupada gave a very short purport
here, but so many things are there. Riipa
Gosvami has said,

sarvatna dhvamsa-rahitan
saty api dhvamsa-karane
vad bhava-bandhanam yimoh
sa premd parikirtitah

All the causes of annihilation are there, but
it is never annihilated. That is prema, the
bhava -bandanam, the bondage of love between
bhakta and Bhagavan. There is nothing in this
material world that we can call love, because
it is all lust here.

An example is given, if sugarcane juice is
condensed it becomes sugar. When it becomes
more condensed it becomes sugar candy. Then
when it becomes even more condensed it
becomes what in India we call khanda misri.
Similarly, when this prema becomes more and
more condensed, then what is the highest
level? The acaryas, like Rupa Gosvami in
Ujjvala-nilamani, have called this, sneha, mana,
pranaya, raga, anurdga, bhava, mahabhava,
rudd ha-mahabhava, adiruddha-mahdbhaova and
madanakya-mahabhava. This madanakya-
mahabhava is the last limit. Srimati Radharani
is Madanakya-mahabhavamayi, the personifi-
cation of madanakya-mahabhava. Mahaprabhu
who is Krsna Himself, came in the mood of
Radharani, radhabhava, that is madanakya
manabhiava, to give that prema, the highest
thing. So, He is Prema Purusottama and He
gives the highest thing, madanakya-mahabhava,
and Radharani is the embodiment of ’

that madanakya-mahiabhava. @

§
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Books and Tapes of His Holiness Gour Govinda Swami

Unprecedented Nectar

Sri Guru Vandani

A very deep and incredibly sweet explana-
tion of the Sri Guru Carana Padma pravers
by Srila Narottama dasa Thakura. What
does it mean when we say that the spiri-
tual masters feet are compared to a lotus?
Learn this and much more. Recommended
reading for all devotees, new or old who
want to understand more about the tran-

scendental position of Guru.
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Bhakti-naipunya

Reprinted after the first edition sold out in
four months, this book is a mine of valu-
able gems in the form of nectarean krsna-
katha. Hear about the wonderful unprec-
edented nature of krsna-prema. How love
of God makes the Supreme Lord Krsna
subservient to His devotees. Krsna is the
supreme guru but He says, "Radharani is
My guru and She makes me dance in
various novel ways.” Must reading.

Softbound $3.95 U.S. plus shipping.
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The Nectar of Krishna Katha

kamarit bhavah sva-vrfinair nirayesu nah stac
ceto "livad yadi nu te padayo rameta
vacas ca nas tulasivad yadi te 'nghri-Sobhal
purveia te guna-ganair yadi karna-randhrah

O Lord, we pray that You let us be born in any hellish condition of life, just as long as
our hearts and minds are always engaged in the service of Your lotus feet, our words are
made beautiful by speaking of Your activities just as tulasi leaves are beautiful
when offered unto Your lotus feet, and as long as our ears are always
filled with the chanting of Your trancendental qualities.

grimad—Bhﬁgaﬂﬂmm 3.15.49

nigama-kalpa-taror galitarh phalam
Suka-mukhad amria-drava-samyutam
pibata bhagavatam rasam alayar
muhur aho rasikd bhuvi bhavukah

§ﬁmad-ﬂkﬁg&v¢rmm is the essence of all Vedic literature. It is the ripenened fruit
of the desire tree of Vedic knowledge. It has been sweetened by emanating from the
mouth of Sukadeva Gosvami. O thoughtful men, who relish transcendental mellows,
always taste this fully ripened fruit. As long as you are aspiring to be absorbed
in the transcendental bliss derived from the Lord’s service, you should
continue tasting Srimad-Bhagavatam even after liberation.
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.3.43
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dura-drsta-navanita-bhajanam
'\ janu-cankramana-jata-sambhramam
matr-bhiti-parivartitananam
kaisavari kim api $aisavam bhaje

Seeing a pot of butter in the distance, baby Kesava (Krsna) quickly crawled
there, anxiously turning His face out of fear of His mother.
I worship these childhood pastimes of the Lord.
-Srila Raipa Gosvami’s Padyavali text 141.
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